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" It is not without reason/' Raj s Bollin, " that History has always 
^ee n conaidered aa tJie light of ages, the depository of events, the 
^iitiif d evidence of truth, the source of prudence and good oounselt 
iaid the rule of conduct and manners. Confined without it to the 

bounds of the age and country wherein we live, and shut up 
^thin the narrow circle of suck branches of knowledge as are pecu- 
^ to us, and the limits of our ovm private reflections, we continue 
ina kind of iDhmey which leaves us strangers to the rest of the 
world, and profoundly ignorant of all that has preceded or even 
BOW surrounds us. What is the small number of yeai-s that make 
i»p the lonp'est life, or what the extent of country which we are 
able to progress or travel over, but an imperceptible point in 
comparison of the vast regions of the universe, and the long series 
of sges, whidi have succeeded one another since the creation of 
the world ? And yet all we are capahle of knowing must he 
limited to this imperceptible point, unless we call in the study of 
History to our assistance, which opens to us every age and every 
country — keeps up a correspondence hetwixt us and the great men 
of antiquity — sets all their actions, all their achievements, virtues, 
lad &ultB hefore our eyes— and by the prudent reflections it either 
presenU, or gives us an opportunity of making, soon teaches us to 
be wise before our time, and in a manner far superior to all the 
lessons of the greatest masters. • ♦ * * It is History 
which fixes the seal of immortality upon actions truly great, and 
Bets a mark of in&my on vices which no after age can ever 
obliterate. It is by History that mistaken merit and oppressed 
"rtue appeal to the incorruptible tribunal ol posterity, which 
riders them the justice their own age has boiuetimos refused 
them, and, without respect of persons, and the tear of a 
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power ^vlIich subsists no more, condemns the unjust abuse of 
authority with inexorable rigour. ♦ ♦ ♦ • Thus History, 
when it is well taughti becomes a sichool of morality for all maa- 
kind. It condemns yice, throws off the mask £rom fidse TirtneBy 
lays open popular errors and prejudices, dispels the deliisiye charm 
of riches, and all the vain pomp whicli dazzles the imagination, and 
shows, hy a thousand examples, that are more availing than all 
reasonings whatever, that nothing is great and conunendabie but 
honour and probity." The foregoing exordium is as jnst as it is 
eloquent — as apposite as it is complete. 

The history of no country is more finught with lessons of deep* 
import than that of France ; and in submitting it to the public, in 
conclusion of our historical series, we trust that it will generally 
be found, that the materials we have made use of have beeu 
derived from the most accurate sources of information; that while 
a great mass of matter has been brought together in a condensed 
form, it may, at the same time, appear that judgment and circum- 
spection have been used in proportion to the importance and 
diihculty of the task 5 and, moreover, that truth and impartiality 
have been regarded beyond all other considerations. Upon 
events which have recently occurred, or are in progress at the 
present moment, we know that different opinions will prevail; 
and, therefore, in relating such transactions, an honest and fearless 
regard for truth and the good ot society is the bounden duty of 
every one who presumes to narrate them. By this golden rule we 
have endeavoured to abidCj and humbly hope we have succeeded. 

I 



Digitized by Google 



KINGS OF THE MBBOYINOIAK DYNASTY. 

A.D. 490 TO AJD. 5St. 





Pbaramond, 410-1:^8. 



Clodion, 428-U8. 



UUo\6e, 448-458. 





ClovU I.. 481S11. 



Tlaien7l.,&U<^l. 




T^aodebcril., 684-548. 




TlMOdcbAld, 548 554* 



Clodoaiir,511-5M. 



L/iyiii^cG by Google 



KINGS OF THE MEROVINGIAN DYNASTY. 



A.». 511, 10 A.O 613. 




CUMirt I., 5U-558. Ctotliain I., 5U-M1. Ouibflrt, 861-M7. 




Mmi II. Theodebert II.. 596-612. Thieny II.* &96-61S.J 



Digitized by Google 



KINGS OF THE MEROVINGIAN DYNAS'lT. 

A D. 613, TO A.D. 679. 




Sigebert II., C33-656. Cloiis II., 6.»-(w(>. Clothaire III., 656-670. 



1 




CbUderic II., 656-673. Thierry III., 673-691. Dagobcrt II.. 674-679.1 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



KINOS OF THE MEROVINGIAN DYNASTY. 

A.1I. 691 TO A.D. 




Clotii III., 691-605. Childebert III., 695-711 Dagobnt 111*, 711-75. 





Digitized by Google 



I 



THB 



HISTOEI OF PEANCE- 



L THE BEQINNINQ OF THE FBENCH NATION. 



pRANci, which in the times of the "Rnw^ftnif iras called Gaul, or Gallia, 
extended firom the Pyrenees to the Rhine, and on the sid** of Ttaly, beyond 
tlie Aljw to the Adriatic : that which was situated 0,1 thu Italicin side of 
tbe Alps being I landed Cisalpine Gaul, and that beyond the Alps, Trans- 
alpine Gaul. The part of Ti auaalpinc Gaul nearest Upper Italy, and 
Btretching along the Mcdiierranean towards the Pyrenees, was conquered 
by Fabius. As this was the Urst pai t that was converted into a Roman 
proTince, it was called, by way of eminence, the ^rovinHa (afterwards 



llie Shone. Coaari wno eanqoered Transalpiiie Gaul at a later ]>eriod; 
firand it dmded into thiee parts : 1. Aquitaine, extending from the Py- 
renees to the Garonnei ehiefly occupied bv Iberian tribes ; 2. Gallia 
Geltica, from the Garonne to the Seine and Mame; 3. Gallia Belgica, 

in the north, extending to the "Rhine. But subsequently, by the eom- 
mand of Augustus, a very different and much m ire niiaute division 
of the country took placoi which, however, it is not here necessary to 
describe. 

The Gauls were the chief branch of the p^reat original stock of Celts, 
aad as they called thembelves Gail^ the name Gaul probably thus took 
its rise. A great resemblanoe appears to have existed among all the 
Odts; and almaugh they were divided into numerous tribes, there vera 
bat Uiw branches that were perceptibly different firom each other* The 
poood of ti^eir earliest migrations is, however, too remote for history, 
and, moreover, its consideration would carry ns beyond our limits. 

Gaul was reduced by Coesar under subjection to the Romans about fifty 
years previous to the birth of Christ. The eoimtry remained for the space of 
fiveccnturies undertheir sway, troubled, nevertheless, during the latter half 
of the period by the incursions, conflicts, and finally by the settlement, of 
barbarian invaders. Under its first conquerors, Gaul made rapid progress 
ia improvement. It received the advautagca of political union, of an 
enlightened system of justice, and of a long interval of peace ; and wealth, 
indiistry, agriculture, and commerce soon followed as necessary conae*^ 
quences. The very climate was wonderfully ameliorated, and the wcSl 
rendered capable of produc'mg and maturing the choice findts which the 
Bomana introduced. The vine, the olive, even the usefiil pUnt of flax, 
▼ere brought thither from the south. The Christian religion, too, was 
tmongst the boons which Rome gave to her subject lands in return for 
their political independence ; nor can the conquests of that ambitious city 
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b0 said to hare been, on the whole, deetmetiTe of libeity ; since hj hot 
were eown tiie precious seeds of mttmoiiial union and rights which were 
never altogether stifled, and which sprang up after the long winter of the 
dark ages, to offer the earliest buddings of civilisation, and to bear the 
first fruits of modem freedom. 

Of the natural and well-known boundaries of the Roman province of 
Ganl, the Rhine was the most importar.t. It \va=? the great harrier which 
detended the empire from the errant tribes and nations that swarmed 
beyond. AVealth and civilisation were on one side of the stream ; want 
and harbari&iii upon the other. Betwixt such neighbours th€ natural 
state is war. The disciplined legions of Borne, however, quelled the 
turbulence of the German tribes, and penetrated far, and at different 
intervals, into their country, fully avenged one or two defeats, and long 
he)d their rude enemies in salutary awe. 

The Grermans, though little versed in policy, began after some time to 
perceive that their frequent defeats were in a great measure owing to their 
disunion, to their dispersion in dlfFcrent tr ibes, and to the want of any 
solid or lasting bund of connexion, whilst they were r.])po3ed by the 
unit(;d mind and forces of a hir^^e empire. The mutual leagues hitherto 
formed amongst tlie barbarians were not sufficiently knit and woA'en to- 
gether. The cunsfiousneBs uf thi:j defect produced in the third century 
vioee confederacies, in which many tribes imitcd, not occasionally but last- 
ingly, under one common name, and often under one monaxch or dhief. 
Some assumed the appellation of Allemamii, or AIl*Men ; oAers, the 
simple distinction of Franks, that is, Brave or Free men. 

The chief seat of the confederacy of the Franks was that marshy teiri- 
tory, overflowed and divided into islets by the Rhine, from the spot 
where the river commences to tarn westward to ita junction with the 
sea. The first mention of them by the historians of the empire takes 
place A. D. 211. In nearly forty years after, Probus qu; lied one of their 
incursions, and drove them back into their morasses. The civil war 
betwixt Magncntius and Con.-^tanliud, which occupied and wasted the 
Boman forces in mutual slaughter, allowed both 1^'ranks and Allemanni 
to establish their desolate rule on the lefk; bank of the Rhine. The em- 
peror Julian defeated and subdued them, Sstore the Allemanni withJbii 
their ancient bounds, hut allowed the Franks to .^^cttle permanently on the 
Boman side of the Rhine, in the province of Toxandria, supposed to be 
the modem Brabant. 

The commenerment of the fifth century is marked by the great and 
victorious irruption of all the bai barian hosts into Gaul. They poTU'cd, 
like a long pent up and gathering tide, in a thousand destructive torrents 
throughout the land, sweeping uway and overwhelming in a mass, life, 
property, and institutions. Were it nut for the Christian church, which 
held itself aloft and alive above the general inundation, the very memoir 
and preeioua traditions of the past would have perished amidst the urn- 
yersal ruin. Years elapsed ere the agitation subsided and the inebriety 
of conquest was over. When calm was restored, tlie Visigoths were :n 
possession of Aquitaine and the lands southward of the Loire, witli Toa- 
louse for their capital. The Burgundians held \hv provinces bordering 
on the Rhone, from the Lake of G-neva to the literranran. Ikittany 
had established a kind of independence. The J^ranks, who had looked 
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upon themselves as the allies more than as the enemies of Roman power, 
and "who had at first bravely stood forth in its defence, had advanced theii: 
ettablifehmeiita over the present Netherlands to the liraits of nio lcm France; 
whilflt the central provinces, preserved to the empire by the victories of 
jEtius, were, like Britain, :i.ilu illy abandoned to themselves, and came 
to obey, uiider iioniau foiiiis and UlliiB, the wealthiest and most powerful 
d thfi iiatire provincials. It was thus that Count JSgidius, and after 
iiini Ilia aoa Syagrius, goTenyed, and weto eTfia said to haya r^^^md lit 

It is sing^ilar to observe that, of all the natLoaa whiok overran Gaul^ 
that which eventually aabduad the rest, and gave its name both to the 
land and to the general race, was the least united, and the least advanced 

in the arts of lifb and policy. Both the Goths and the Bnrn^imdians 
were more civilised than the Franli?. Each of the former was a nation 
forming one race, and obeying oui) monarch and family of monarchs. 
The Ff/'.iiks, on the contrary, \^ cre hut a looser kind of ( oiifederacy, 
whicii held together still less as they advanced from the Rhine. Each 
town or territory had its petty and independent soverei^ ; and previous 
toGloWa, we maetwiih no aign of aupteme chief orcapital town amongit 
diam. Thiay no doubt^ waa advantageoua to them. They were thna mors 
to emigrate and to invade. It left the throne of ohieftaincj open to 
^ fiiat leader of pre-eminent talents ; whilst tiie yagneneas and com- 
nehensivcness of their name 'was cabulated to congregate and admit 
benciith their banner any roving hands, or even whole nationSyOf barbaxiana 
that might be in search of plunder or establishments. 

Such is the secret of the rise of CLjvis, the founder of the French 
monarchy. He waa the young chief or king of a small colony oi the 
Franks established at Tournay. In conjunction with the Fiauk chief of 
Cjanbraj, he attacked Syagrius, the provincial governor of the SoissonnoiSy 
defeatea aini) and took poaaoaaion of hia territory and capital (a..d. 485)* 
It waa oa thia occaaion the circumstance took place^ so often naixatedand 
aOnddd to as a proof ef the piety of the king, and the independent habits of 
fte barbansna. A silver vase, reserved for sacred uses, had been taken, 
smidst other plunder, from the church of Kheims, It was at Soissons 
that the distribution of bo;)ty was to take place. Tbither came Saint 
Semy, bishop of Rheims, supplicating: for the restoration of the silver 
vase. Clovis was favourable to the bishop's request, and sought to gratify 
it. He addressed his assembled soldiers, and begged of them, in addition 
to his share, to grant him the vase in question. Ere the assembly conld 
ouia wcf, a choleroua soldier, jealous of his rights, struck the vase with iiis 
axe, exclaiming that the king had no right to more than fell to his allot- 
vcBt. Despite the rudeness of the act, it waa still consonant to the 
habits and lava of the fcee barbarians, dovis was obliged to dissemble 
his lesentment, and defer his vengeance. It was not until several months 
afler, liiaty at a review, lie took an opportunity to iiud fault with the 
breaker of the vase for the bad condition of his arms. Clovis flung tho 
icildier's axe to the ground, and whilst the latter stooped to pick up the 
weapon, the monarch slew him with a blow of his own, exciaimingy 
**Xhu« didst thou use the vase of Soissons 1" 

Clovis, like aii the htiues and eminent men of these ages, paid great 
reject to the church, and received considerable advantage from its sid. 

B 2 
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The FnxkB hid heen hitherto heathens ; hut Olovis, haYmgmairied CIo* 
iildK, ft Buzgundian prinoeM, became matrtioted in the rites and religion 
of the Christians. In the heat of a battle against the Germans in the 
neighbourhood of Cologne, Clovis recalled the example of Constantiney 
who in a doubtful moment of action invoked the Ood of the Christians, 
and was lieard. The king of the Franks imitated the example of the 
HomaUf prayed for victory to the God of Clotilda and of Constantine, 
won it soon after, nnd was baptized, with the greater number of his 
followers, in grateful acknowledgement of the divine aid. Ciovis had the 
j^uod fortune to imbibe Christianity at its pure source. The Visigoth 
and fiurgundian moaarchs, though Christian, were Arians at this tinae, 
Gioyis received the orthodox &th, which brought to him the zealous 
support of the Qaulish clergy, and gaye to him the title of Mint ChfiBiUm 
jKmOf worn hy his successors to the present day. 

The comparison between Ciovis and Constantino might he followed 
further. Their embracing of Christianity had ft similar effect upon botIi« 
Instead of tempering their passions, and inspiring them with the virtues 
of mildness and mercy, it seems to luivo rather given rein to their ferocity 
and blood-thirstiness. The domestic murders committed by Cf)nptaatine, 
that of his wife and of his son, are known. To assasainatiun Cioyis united 
perfidy. All the rival monarchs or chieftains whom he could conquer or 
entrap were sacri£ced to his jealousy and ambition. The whole race of 
ft rival family was extirpated!, in some' instances by^ the hand of Cloyia 
himself. How oonld jbristianity be made oondneiye to suoh crimes ? 
By being coupled with the corrupt doctrine of personal confessioii and 
ftbcolution, which, by superseding the voice of conscience, took away all 
natural obstacles to crimue^ and held forth, in a barbarous age, the certain 
prospect of impunity. 

Although Ciovis won a great hattle over the Visigoths in Aqiiitaine, and 
obtained a nominal dominion over a portion of that provinr o, nevertheless, 
his kingdom cannot be said to have really extended beyond the L.oire. II ig 
system, though favourable to conquest, was by no means so to extended 
sway. Whilst the Gothic and Burgundian chiefs dispersed aud settled 
on the soil, a considerable portion of whiehthey forced from the native 
proprietors, the Franks remained in a warlike body, a kind of standing 
army, about ^e kin?. Even if they did scatter and diyide, for the 
greater convenience of pasturage and provision into winter quarters, in 
spring they never failed to re-assemble in their Champ d4 Mart / a kind 
of half parliament, half review, at first ii*'cd for discussing and arranging 
plans of conquest. But in time, as the inferior order of warriors reaaed 
to attend, and the pre latca appeared there m greater numbers and influ- 
ence, the national assembly came to exercise judicial and iugialativ© 
functions, to elect sovereigns and officers, and to sanction laws. 

Clovia reigned until the year 6H. He had first fixed his residence at 
Soissons, and was crowned in the eathedral of Rhetms. About the 
middle of his reign he transferred the seat of sovereignty to Paris. Its 
central situation and security, owing to its being surrounded by the Setne^ 
proved the wisdom of the choice. Chwis ended his days in his new OB|iltal» 
and was buried in the church of St. G^n^vi^ve, its fotore patron, to 
honoured for having defended it sttcoessMly by her pimyen against 
the menaces of Attila. 
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TIh Sofis of Ch.'vis. — Alter the death of Clovis (511) the possessions of 
the Franks, which already oonipiised two-thirds of Gaul, were divided 
among his four sons, according to tho usages of the barbarians. The 
eldest, Theodoric, resided at Aletz, Clodomir at Orleans, Chiidebert at 
tuUf wad doUiaiie at SoiMons* Each of tk^m, besides, allotted to him- 
idf Au own ihm in thesoutheni provinoes. In like manner^ the ens- 
ton of Ills tribe in xeqnirin^ nUituy serviooy instead of rents or tsxee, 
VIS extended to the succession to the throne ; and thus the Salic law of 
these barbarians iwerents to this day a female fn»n reigning in Eranee. 

Clodomir died in Burgundy, and left three young children, who "were 
put to death by tfieir nnclea. Childebcrt had only hn l daughters. 
The issue of Tr □odoric had become extinct after disastrous campaigns in 
Italy. Clulhaire became, therefore, like Clovis, the solo king of France 
(008.) But like him, he left foiu: sons, and the same horrors recom- 
menced. Oue of theae, Caribcrt, died, aiid there were now only three 
kings in France : Gonthram the kuig of Burgundy, Chilpcrio the king 
of iHenstria^ and Sigebert the long ol Austrasia. 
• IM^omh mtid Brmthaui, — Peaoe under suoh oonditioas was imposn* 
fale. Whilst Sigebert was defending Anatrasia against an invasion of 
barbarians, Ghilpene seized upon some contested towns. Tiiis led to 
a first war ; a reconciliation, however, speedily took place, and the 
two brothers married two sisters, daughters of the king of the Visigoths, 
Brunhauit and Galseviuthe. But Fredegund, a peasant girl, the favourite 
handmai'l ot Galseviuthe, had obtained sut-h mastery over the weak mind 
of Chxipi lie, that she caused the queen t j be strangled, and took her 
place. The aueen of Austrasia, iji liiiUault, was resolved to avenge 
ner sister, ana thus was laid the foundation of the animosities which 
eanaed torrents of bbod to be shed, and vent asunder the empire of 
Am Fkmnks for upwards of half a century. 

Sigebert summoned the Qermaaa to his aid, marched against Ghilpene^ 
defeiUed the Neustnana everywhere, burnt their towns, and at lengtii 
held Chilperic a prisoTicr in Toumay, believing himself already master 
of Neustna, when two of Fredegund's emisr^aries stabbed hira with 
poisoned kiuvcs (575). The NL'u^^l^lau9 then took their revenge: 
Chilperic marched (m Paris, and Brunhauit became the captive of Frcde- 
gund. She, however, had had time to preserve her son, five years old, 
nrom the vengeance oi her enemies. The Australian grandees carried the 
young Childebert with them, and raised him to the throne : the mowent 
to r^air their fortunes had airived, and they profited by it 

Meanwhile Brunhauit, haying, by the Ibroe of her beauty, seduced 
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MdroT^e, the son of Chilperic, found means to escape, liui tlie unfortunate 
man could not suffer her to depart alone, and nuaried her. Putsuedi 
betrayed, he caused hinuelf to be killed bjr a friend lather than ftll into 
tiie hands of Fredegund. 'whose fni^ was not vet abated. In order to 
secure power in her own hands, she ndded herseu likewise of the brolhien 
of M^rovce, and, it is recorded, instigated one of her lovers also to asMH 
ainate Chilperio her husband (584) . At length she remained akney with % 
son Bcarcely four months old. Her position was a difSoult one. The 
widow of Chilpcric implored the protection of tlic king ol Burgundy, the 
good Gonthram, who had already mediated LL tAs ien his brothers. Gon- 
thram, good easy man, imagined that he was aljout peaceably to goyem 
the states of his nephews, and thus to hold undivided sway over the em- 

firc of the I raiik^, as his father had done. But a natural son of Cfothaire 
Gondovald, b^d baatened fmm G<nistanlnioide to the aontili of OanL and 
IumI tfdcen Tonlouse, Bordeanx, F^rigueuz, and AngonHme. €k>ntnfBm 
lading himself abandoned by the elerfjf on whose aupportbe had reels 
ened, fell back altogether on Austrasia, adopted his nephew Childebsrty 
BUtde him his heir, and with the united forces of Austrasia and Burgund^i 
orerwhelmed Gondovald and crusbc^l liim. Then was concluded the 
treaty of Anddot, whirh, besides opening Burgundy to the king of 
Austrasia, hudtju imp jilaDt result of insuring to the chiefs of the Franks 
and their vassals the undisturbed possession of their lands and revenues 
(687). 

Xiie treaty of AHdelot did not, however, terminate the war between 
the two qneena. The Anatradana iwpaded Keustria. Fredegund 
repulsed uiem. ^nt her deaiQii after that of Oonthramy leaying tba 
young son of Cbilperic, Gothaire II., without support against bis ene- 
mies, he was compelled to yield them a portion of his kingdom. But, in 
truth, the dissensions among the conq;aeror8 soon gaye him back more than 
be had lost. The aged Brunhault, expelled by her grandson TheudebertT, 
whom she had debased in order to maintain power in her own hnnds, 
took refuge in Burgtindy, where she was dr^stiued to exercise greatur 
ascendancy. Bhe armed the heir of Gonthram against his brother Theu- 
debert. Theudebert had already been twice defeatcrl, when his adversary 
died. Brunhault, who was detested by the Aubtrasian grandees for h iving 
in some respects restored the hnpeiial admnditration, and by the people 
and the priests for b«ving perseeuted saints, was delivered up witiiout de* 
tece to the king of NeuStria. After a diort struggle she was condeBuwl 
to 1) ' ind alive to the tail f f a m i!d horse, and so torn to pieces. 

Then the king of Neiistria, Olothaire li*, believed himself all-powerful. 
But his victory had been that of the great vassals and the priests. The 
bi«'hop8 commenced to sit in thf* assemblies of the grandees. This wag 
the commencement of the dominion of the church in the kingdom of the 
Franks. 

iJii'jobcrt. — It was not without a struggle that the Austrasians wouI3 
submit to the authority of the king of Keustria, aiid it was nccessaiy to 
render them the provinces which had belonged to them, and to give them 
a king of their own. After the death of Olothaire a new paititioii 
of the eo untr y took place. His aon Dagobert, already at the head of 
the Austrasians, had Ifeustria and Burgundy ; the ancient kingdom founded 
by the Yiaigotiba between the Loiie, thePyiienefa, andtheBboDi^beiDg 
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allotted to Ms brother. But the latter died, and l)n<^obert haying put hia 
nephew to death, thus obtained entire possession oi the kingdom. After 
this, snrrounded by itoman ministers, by the goldsmith, St. Eloi, and by 
tke refendary St. Gueu, he founded convents, caused church ornaments to 
be maniif aetiired, drew up laws, and ultimately gave himself up to cruelty 
and debauchery. During this period the Sax jud emancipated themselves 
ton tke tiililite whidi they paid to the Franka ; the Franks were defeated 
hf the Ymoimf the AruumM eatAUiahed tbemadyes in Bavaiia. The 
QmoaoM and Britona made their Tduntary aubmlaaioii to tha priaats 
lAum the king waa surrounded. This was the laat con^uest^ the laat 
if litom <d poirar of ^ Meronngian kings (636). 



OBGTiOK IL— €(OT£SMM£NT OF THE MAXOES OF TBS PALAfiB. 

The Auctrasian chiefs, to whom JBrunhault had confided her son, had, 
in raising on llie shield a child which would for a long time be incapable 
of bearinc^ aims, elected one of theirnumber as major- do mus^ or mayor of 
the palac e, who was entrusted with the education of the youthful king 
and the goyemment of l&e country. About this period, the whole em- 
pire of the Franks was diyided between children, Austraaia, Neuatriay 
and Buigundy, each had their mayor. This was no new dignity ; but 
hitherto these officers had been the creatures of the king, whilst now they 
eatirdy ruled him, and in the name of the chiefs became hia master. 
Thus a riyal power grew up by the side of the crown — a dynasty of 
mayors. P'^pin was mayor of Austrasia, after him his son Gnmwald, 
who, on the death of Sigebert, one of Bagobert's sons, endeavoured to 
usurp the scfptre to hia own family, by impriaoning Dagobert 11. in an 
Irish moriastery. 

The monarchy of the Franks was becoming extinct, the mayors of the 
palactt in vain cndeayouring to maintain It. One of them, £rchinwald| 
Vis for a short period sole maater of Auatraaia, of Neustria, and Burgundy, 
vbilst doYxa II. was giying himadf up to debaucheij, and after the death 
that king, who left three sons, he atill maintained undivided sway 
(664). But when he died in his turn, the Austraaians would not recog- 
utiethe fiaanonaEbrouin, whom the Neustrians had raised to the mayoralty. 
Power was onre more divided. Au^t^a.-ia had its king, Childeric II., 
and its mayor. The war then naturally recommenecd between Neiistria 
and Austrasia, eternally rivals. Ebrouin, abandoned by the great chiefs 
whom he had endearoured to deprive of their privileges, wa3 vanquished 
and incarcerated in a convent with a young king, fifteen years old, Thierry 
ilL, whom he had imposed upon Neustria. Childeiic II. then leigned 
alone, but knew not how to profit by hia victory. He eatranged the 
iM^dea firom him, who assassinated him in the forest of Chelles, with hia 
Wife and hia son (674^. 

In Austrasia, the freemen had taken Dagobert II. from his monastery 
ia Ireland. But on his •side, £brouiu, having also left hia monastery, 
depended on the phantom of a king to resume authority anew ; he re- 
turned to Neustria and n^t to.dcatli the bishop of Autun, Saint Leger, 
whom he accused of t)ie m.urder of Chil lfTic II. By way of repri.-^al, the 
OAjor Pepin and \nd brother, nephews ot Grunwald, caufied the ujiiurtu- 
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nate Dagobert to be condemned to death by a council of bishops* H# 
waa guilty of the crime of being the king of the freemen, that ia to say, 
of the I arty allied to Ebrouin. A struggle then took place, which waa 
marked on both sides by a series oi crimes^ which only terminated with 
the death o f 1' b r o 1 1 i n . 

The succctfsur of Ebrouin could not gtiuggle against the growing 
ascendancy of the Austrasian chiefis, who continually threatened to 
myade WMtem Gaul. Pepin led them on agaiasttfae Neoetmns. The 
weakened i^aracter of the Bomm Franki was Tanquithed at Teetry 
hy the barbarian genius of the Franks of Anstrasia. Thlg victory in- 
sured the sway of the nobles over the people, and of the Austianans over 
the remainder of Gaul. At the same time, the dignity of mayori whidi 
bad become hereditary, was conjtlrmed in the rnce of Pepin, A great re- 
volution bad been accomplished. The degenerate race of Merovingians 
might stiil bring forth some effeminate and imbecile princes ; but the 
advent of a nr.w dynasty wa3 at hand, and Roman Gaul was regene- 
rated by ike barbarouKi blood which iiuwed more freely through its veins* 
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SECTION I.— Xfl£ EMFIEE OF THE GA&LOYINGIAjrtl 

Fipin and Charks Martcl. — Pepin D'Heiistal, wha had attained tho 
uid to which hia race had devoted itself for live generations, undertook to 
MODplete the unity of G^ul, interrupted by so many wars. He did not, 
liovmr^ live to achieve it : the Neufltriani even suoceeded in emanoi* 
ptting themselves under his gmmdsoDi Theodehsld, who had heen hit 
aicc«ssoriQ th(; mayoralty. Bat the Austrasians called from the cloisters a 
natural son of Pepin^ CharleSi snmamcd lUartelt (the Sammer) from the 
force with which he hammered down the Saracens* who belonged to a 
race odious to the church, having stained itself with the blood of a martyr. 
The bastard commenced by defeating the Neu-^trians near Cambray : after 
this he marched to the aid of the inhabitauta of Aqnitaine, from whom 
the Saracens, masters of Spain, had just taken Languedoc He extermi- 
Btted the Saracens in the plains of Poitiers (732), entered Nimes, and 
droYe away the enemy from all the strongholds which they ocenpied in 
hmm» The constant inroads of the people of Germany were not less 
to dieaded. Charles Martel carried his arms to the north and to the 
etiit of Gaul, defeated the Allemandi, Bayarians, and Frisons from 7 IS 
to 739, and penetrated six times among the Saxons, without, however, 
^ein» able to reduce them. As a recompense to his companions in arms, 
he distrihiited to them the spoils of the clergy, hut he placed his intiu- 
eace at tJ^ic s; rvicc of pope Greg<^ry III. when menaced by the Lombards, 
vho had entert;d £avenna. This suf^ced to reconcile him with the 
church. 

On his death. (711) he bequeathed his authority to his three sons. Tho 
twe eldest, Pepin, soniamed the Short, and Carloman, disposessed their 
Itolliflr Grippo, and impruoned him in a convent in the forest of Ardennes* 
Carloman, after having aided his brother Pepin to repress the disorders of 
the clergy, by convoking the councils of Leptines and Soissons (743), and 
in defeating the Aquitanians, the Bavarians, and the Allemands, on the 
banks of the Rhine and the Loire (742-46), retired to a monnstery, leaving 
Pepir\ entire possession of the patoriiid inheritan( e. Pepin having now no 
rivals to the throne but his nephews, despoiled them, cansed their heads 
to be shaved, and thus remained in undisputed possession of the sove- 
rsignty. He governed France as a king, and was weary uf reigning with- 
out a sceptre. He was beloved by the church, because he rendered It 
^NHliBt senrice; the pope, ever threatened by the Lomhardsy stood in 
Hed of him and favonxed his designs. The assembly of ihe nation held 
*t 8oissoQ8, in 752, dethroned Childeric III., who was shut up in a 
doifiter, and piodaimed Pepin as his successor. 

P^in commenced by marohing against the Aquitanians, whom his 
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brothtf Gf^po had urged to revolt, defeated them, and added SeptimaniA 
to the crown (753). Pope Stephen II., threatened in Rome bv the 
Lombards, came to meet him covered with ashes and sackclotn, to 
implore his aid. They were able to serve each other. The pope crowned 
Pepin a second time, and threatened with the fulmination of the church 
the Franks refractorv to his race. In return Pepin induced, though not 
without difiicultv, the Frank chie& to take arms against the Lombards. 
He petted fata Ittlf » faraed the petHi0e of Soiti wliieh wet Tiliea^ 
detaded»eiid vent to beeiege Astofphnt inbit own oepitaL Ate lieyiiig 
ledooedAttclphus to submission, he recrossed the Alps, when suddenly he 
leamt tint the king of the Loiabeidt, in violatum of the treaties he had 
ioft sworn to, held the pope a prisoner in Rome, hopine to crush him 
before the tidings of it sliould reach the Franks. Again ne darted upon 
the Lombards^ whom the xapidi^ of hit juaroh atrudL with tenor aod 
drove away. 

Meanwhile the frontiers of North Gaol had continued to be inces- 
santly ravaged by the inroads of the Saxons. Pepin turned his arms 
against tfamyiimieted another defeet upon themi and then alteekei 
Aqnittlne. The Sanoens had held NarVonne for neailj forty years ; 
altar a siese of seven years he again drove them beyond the Pyrenett. 
There still remained the duke of Aquitaine, Waifer, who obstinatelf 
refused to recognise sovereignty of Pepin, and who made iacursioQe 
into Burgundy. A war was kindled which exposed Aquitaine to the most 
fearful ravages. Pepin demanded of Wai'ferthe restoration of the properties 
which he had taken from the church. Upon his refusal, Pepin crossed 
the Loire, burnt the provinces of Berry, Auvergne, and a portion of 
Aquitaine ; but it was only after nine consecutive campaigns and after the 
demof the duke IfaUbri who fell by stsftssinatioo» Umt he was finally 
enaUed to take potttition of the Taat proiinoet wmok atEetch from Hi 
aoQihof Ihe Lone to Ihe Ocean said the Pyrenees (768). 

ChmrtmHMfmg.'^War of the X<wi^ards.-*Fepin the Short &d aftir 
having made a partition of his domioioos between his two sons. These 
tons, bet ween whom there had been strife since the death of their father, &r 
a while combined their forces to suppress an insurrection broken out in 
Aquitaine. Shortly after Carloman died, and Charles had only to exclude 
his youthful nephews to hold undivided sway over the empire. This 
was the cause of a new war against the Lombards. Their king, Didier«- 
already exasperated against Charles, who, after having been mamed tp 
hit dauf^httrtvslfe months. repudiaM Mr andaent hsr haek to hlmr— 
aided with the sons of Carloman. Charles hasttned to cvost the JUm 
and besieged in Favia Didier, who had not dared to haaaid a battle* 
Se was obliged to capitulatt* Charles then took the king prisoner, and pat 
an end to the Lombard domination in Italy, which had lasted more than tvo 
centuries. He gave up a portion of it to pope Adrian, who had refused to 
assist the enemies of the Franks, and kept the other for himself, with 
the title of king of the Lombards, which he added to that 'V^hich h0 
already possessed. The sons of Carloman disappeared (774). 

War against the Saxone^TxeriouA to the expedition into Ualv, Charles 
Ind ooauneneed againtt the flasona that irar vliiohaoenpiedlnmdnna|; 
the graaterpoctioii of hia reign. Be had taken tiieir ftortotit of XlMMi* 
huf^ ofeitaiowii tW Uoia, ohniaed heatafsti and far. tiw 
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pvfpofe of wmtchiiig wi finally snbgvgitiAg them, remored iiif 
nndenoe between the Meuie and the Efaune, at Aix-la-Chapelle. But 
whilst he was in Italy the Saxons had recommenced hostilities, destroyed 
his fortifications, and exterminated a portion of his garrisons. He had 
returned against them, and had crossed the Weser (77d). The assembly 
of Pranks at Worms had sworn to pursue the war until the Saxons had 
been converted to chxi^Uauity. Ciiarles defeated them; he e^tablLshed a 
WriMtMiitBtbftlippe; m luid abeady oonqpdM tlim 
WHwMMdi, and thgajiitlie had MaaJdj guiBed jkm^wkmoBm^fUbrng 
cuefii, Witiklttdy arriTM frooi tlMaorth with the tanilsla wonhippen «f 
Oil, who aav te tho fint time entered tiie battle field* 

IHiilst an army of Franka, which had panned the Saracens in Spain, 
▼ere routed at Roncesvallos , in the Pynmorn (778), Charles, at the head 
of his soldiers of the north, defeated the radoabtable Saxons at Buckholf, 
and haying advanced as far as the Elbe, occupied himself in establishing 
order in the country which he imagined he had conquered. He had fouTided 
eight abbeys and bishoprics and organised a whole army of priests — a 
m|lite system of i<aIia;ioiu oonqueaty whanWitikind 01106 more arrived 
iMviaMrBi, anrpriM 

tklfipMsred* Ohifitwigae ponnad than^ hmmg^ mvaging, aad da» 



sdoying all tihait remained of thrai, nearly 5,000 Saxon prisoners being 
bdieaded in one day on the banka of the Allier (782)« At Dethmdll 
nd at Osnabruck he massacred the remainder. It was only ten yearg 
afterwards that they aroused themselves, when they once more surprised 
the garrisons, burned the churches, slaughtered the priests, and returned 
in crowds to their idolatry. Charlemagne seeing that he could not subju- 

Cthe Saxons, waged against them a war of extermination, establi&iiod 
df upon the weeer^ put fiaxony to fira and fwiofd, and oamed off 
Mtai of tlM lafaiUanta la diilaal nmiiiaea. Ha at tha aaaa tine 
MM tMr oanliy into baBoAaia, wUh he diatri^^ 
^tthe rennaatof the Saxons might become christian as well aa loliyaat* 
XUi people was not fiariiyiadMed tiU (804) after tto^-two iFeaw^ 
IVi, zerolts, and massacre. 

Toe Baiem or Bavarians, under their duke Tassillo, who had married a 
dsnghter of the king of Lombardy, entered into a league with other enemies 
•gaiast Charlemagne ; but Bavaria was added to the empire of the Pranks, 
tEe duke Xasaiiio was tried before a diet at Xngelhaimy and akut up in a 

tla BawaDaniiataliaiad thmmi tha tanfturiea of the Fiaaki 



theinTaskmthay hadaofcii; thay ifirtiii Vlllian dnha of Tavkniia 
(Wffi tmi ailufnad iato Speim with a great booty. 
The officers of the diunm arrested tha atteatte of the king ; the counofl 

of Nice (787) had ordered the adoration of unages ; on the oSier hand, tha 
WUDcil of Frankfort (794) condemned the practiee as idolatrous, a deov» 
lion that was supported by Charlemagne, and defended by him in a treatise 
in four books aobmitted to the popoi who aToidad tha deolaration of hia 
opinion. 

ii die east of Qermanv and Hungary waadered a people denominated 
mkrmf who, anntaft nba Ifaa Haaa, originally ftni tha diefaat legioaa 
^thiaeiliiof Aaki, towitaldl tha aattniaarowid Hk&m hv the inour- 

aiidkaBtyJMnMaMBi«aiiddU|Mailad tba hoal^lE 
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large fortified enclosures called rings. The memory of these camps still 
exists in some names of countries, as Thuringia, Lotiiaringia. After many 
lumiocettfui expeditkos againittlds people, Pepini son of Charlemagne^ 
at fhe head of an anuy of Lonihaidi and Bavariaiiai penetated tato tha^ 
domam, and drew mm their xuig the aeeamnlattonB of many yean of 
plunder* 

Charlemagne Eameror^Chnilerasigne^ tAa §0 mxaj Tiotoriea and 

conquests, dreamt of resuscitating the Roman empire. In the year 800 
he went to Rome in the alleged interest of the pope, who in the basilica 
of St. Pfeter'e, at Rome, placed a crown ou the head of the king, saluted 
him as AugusLu?, and raised him to the lofty station of emperor of the 
"West. He was desirous of marrjdng Irene, who reigned at Constanti- 
nople, and negotiations were set on foot for that ptirpose; hut they led 
to no result. Gharlraaagne and the Bueeeaaor of Irene regulated by 
treaty the limits of the eaatem and western empires (804). 

Tlie glory of Charlemagne filled the world. The caliph of Bagdad and 
the 6mir of the Edrissites of Fez sent him ambassadors laden with pre* 
sents. Being at length in the enjoyment of peace, the chief of the barba- 
rians, siirroTinfled by the ceremonies of the conrt of Byzantium, studied 
grammar, and learnt to write and siDg in the p:il;ice of Aix-hi-Chapcl !<•, 
which he had caused to be ornamented with the most precious marbles 
of Ravenna. At the same time he promulgated or revised laws, and was 
engaged in organ isinr^ a regular system of govcriLiueiit, and in constituting 
the imity of the empire. 

• Ab Charlemagne conanered himself the greater part of hia empire, he 
liad to appoint the nuerB or lords of proTinoea and diatiieta; in other 
words, counts and dnkea. He dreaded tiie aristocracy, whieh had rajaed 
hi^ family on the rtdns of the MeroTisgians ; and hia objeot waa to pre* 
Tent the great eharges of the empire and the goyemments of provinces 
from becoming hereditary. He wanted to form a monarchy on the 
oriental plan, in which the nobles, enjoying privileges attached to their 
peraoiis, not to their race, were unable to perpetuate or consolidate their 
power. This plan, obviously tending to despotism, was fortunately frus- 
trated. Charlemagne's views in this respect led him to lean so much to 
the church, as to prefer bestowing territorial commands upon prelates 
radier than upon lay nobles. And the same principle goyemed both him 
-and Pepin in their imaoooimtable generoatty to the pope of Borne. 

Death qf Charlemagne, — ^The laat years of Charlemagne's reign 
were clouded by wars of little importance, but which led him to forebode 
'great mis^irtunea to hia descendants. Sclavonian tribes were continually 
mailing incursinris on the ep.stern frontiers ; the Normans landed in tbo 
country of the Frisona witli a fleet of two hundred vessels, and 8iio\\'o;l 
themselves at the mouths of several rivers. Charlemagne perceived that 
'he had not yet finished with the irruptions of peonle which it had been the 

freataim oi all his wars to render impo^ssible in future , he established two 
eets, one at Boulogne, the other at Ghent, and gam orders to bia acmto 
conatruct two othera on the Garonne and the Bhone. But hia aqeceeaota 
inyited the barbarlana. instead of fortifying themaelyek against them. 
Charlemagne cUed at Aix*lapOhapeUey in his seventy- second year^ aftapr 
having lost two of hia aona, oompaniona of his victories, leaving the 
weight of hia empire upon Louia aiunamed Le Deboft. 
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n&ire, (or the beneficent), to ifhom he had already co&fided tho gOTora* 
ment of Aquitaine (814). 

Charlemagne was a bright meteor in an age of darkness, and 
▼hen his brilliant career was finished night closed in again. The 
truest claim that this emperor has upon oLir reaueut reaU upon his 
esertuma to eetabliah order and dTiliialioii in ids eztenBive domi<* 
■ioM He eaminoned diets twioe in the year, to diseuas and anan^ 
injects useful to the state. His decrees or capitularies still bear testa* 
mattf to the wisdom o£ their author. He founded schools in a gre«t 
number of places ; ordered the monks to be assiduous in multiplying 
TOpiea of ancient authors, and enconras^ed learned men, among whom 
the Saxon Alcnmus, is especially disUnguished. Many churches, for- 
tresses, townd, and harbours wero constructedr— not so much with ele- 
gance as with solidity. 

Louis le Debonnairt, — The successor of Charlemagnti was at least 
endowed with every priyate yirtue. He made a great many reforms, sent 
te distant monsateries the intriguing monks who had liued Us fitiber 
teing the latter yeaxa of his reigUt ez^pelled ficom the imperial palace 
dl penons of immoral character, his sisters and their loyers, and submitted 
tte Dishope and monks to discipline. Fully occupied as he was with 
Blatters of minor importance, he listened to the complaints of his subjects, 
superintended several departments of his goyemment, and sent new inspec- 
tors into the provinces to examine into abuses and to grant justice. Por 
a short while he appeared to be adequate to the requirements of his vast 
goyemment. In opposition to the bishops, he restored to the Saxons tho 
right of inheritance of which thej had been deprived since the con- 
quest ; confirmed hy an edict the rights of the Christians of the southi 
whom the imperial genends were despoiling, made ]jroyisions for the de-* 
ftnee <if his ftontier, mediated between Danish chiefiii and caused the 
territoriea placed imder the protection of the Franks to be respectecl. 
Bol his powers deserted him as soon as the course of eyents became more 
graye. He had divided the defence of the frontiers of the empire between 
Iss two sons. In the capitiilLiry published at Aix-ia-Chapeile in 817, 
he altered this partition. He associated in the empire his son Lothaire, 
who previously had had Bavaria, gave Aquitaine to Pepio, and Bavaria 
to Louis. But Gharleniagne had made Bernard, the son of his eldeat son, 
king of Italy. Bernard considered himself wronged by this new parti- 
tioQ^ daimiog, as son of the eldest hiother, to he associated in the empire 
iastead of Lothaire. Being supported hy several bishops, and in par* 
tieidar by the bishop of llrleans, who had been the most intimate 
counsellor of the emperor en his accession to the crown, he raised the 
standard of revolt. Louis marched on Italy. Bernard, abandoned by 
hi5 own trocps, and deceived, moreover, by the councils of the empress 
Hermen garde, hastened to submit. The friends of Bernard M'cro put to 
death v. ith torture, and the young prince hinrm^if condemned to lose hia 
eyes, an operation which proved mortaL 

Meanwhile, his wife having died, Louis, left to himself, commenced 
rnenting of so much severity, and resolved to do public penance for his 
onmca. In m coiinctl held at Thonyille, he made his appearance in % 
lobe «rf aackdoth and with his head coveied witii ashes, and prostratiDg 
kimself beiEbte the bishopsi bsiou^t them to grant him aheolaticn for 
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fhe marto of his grandwrn. Such an Iranilitting spectacle had ncH 
been witneiied nnce the great Tbeodonus (822). The people b>u8h«l 
for the weakness of their emperor. Already the nohles and the biahopg 

"Were against him; each wanted to reign in his own proyince, and was 
eager to destroy the unity of tlie cmpirei whilst Xiouifl appeared ^*^miif 
to be providing chiefs to the reyolt. 

Having had a son by Judith of Bavaria, daughter of count WeWJ 
whom he had married after the death of Hermengarde, he caused the 
statute of Aiz-la-Chapelle to be annulled fan tilie purpoee of giving to 
this child, called Charlee^ the kingdom of Gennanfy fonaed of aoftbiay 
Bwitsedand, and the country of the Qrisona. The aona of Hermettgnde, 
irritated, and afraid of losing their own posseseions, made war upon their 
fkther* At &nt they refused to march against the Britons, who had 
taken arms, and collectively at Valeric they demanded that Judith 
should be incarcerated in the monastory of St. Rad(%()nde, at Poitiers, 
and her favourite, the count of Barcelona, sent into exile. They wei^ 
about to decide the fate of the unfortunate Iioui)!, whom they held pri- 
soner in Compi^^e, when Lothaire, who had as yet taken no part ia 
the revolt, leammg the resolution of the assembly, arrived. He already 
belie?ed hhnself emperor. Wb hiotiieri Boir hesitiited. Lome Hhat da* 
a new asseniblf should he held at NhnegneB ; he knew thai 
fhe entire of Germany \vas favourable to htm: he waa^ in Ibety eoleamlj 
le-established, recalled Judith, whose innocence had been pcodaiBied 
the diet of Aix-la-Chapelle, and pardoned everybody (830). 

"War nevertheless again broke out in the south. The emperor crossed 
{he Loire, deposed his son Pepin, but, suddenly deserted by his troops 
near Colmar, in a plain called from that circumstance the Field of Falso- 
hood, he fell in Lothaire's power. The bishops, in an assembly at Com- 
pi^gnc, drew up a list of crimes to which the fallen emperor was to make 
confession pubUdy in the cathedral of Souaoni, and wudi he eonseiited 
to expiate by a new public penance. 

After this opprobnoiia ceremonial an immense reaction set bi hi ft w oar 
of Louis le Debonnaire, whidi entnelT changed hia fortunes. Every* 
where he found partisans, and he agam took arms. Lothaire fled inlo 
Italy, nnd the diet of Thonville restored the sovereigrt power to the em* 
peror (835). Yielded up to the same influences, he was, howereTi 
destined to fall into the same errors. He made and re-made partitionsr, 
and several times superseded his children in favour of the son of J uditb> 
Charles the Bald. Louis, reduced to hia kingdom of Eavaiia by the 
assembly of WcnuSi which divMed ti» enpiro h ei w ean Lotludre and 
Charles, armed hia subjects, and inTaded the entin right hank of the 
Bhine. The old emperor immediately quitted Aquitatne, where a Tioleait 
insurrection had broken out. The uemanic population had rcmaiiiad 
fkithfuL to him, and he had but to appear to dnve his son back into 
Bavaria. But he had not time to conclude peace ; he died of g^ef at 
Ingelheim, an island of the iihiuei carxyiog with him the mdtj of U19 
empire (840.) 

The empire, composed of an assemhlage of populations of so many "vari- 
ous races, could only have been maintained and strengthened by the perse* 
Tering efforts of four generations of great men. Its importance had 
great. Ithad<tte(&edm«itothesoil|0«iitiM8diiatii»Sjopen^ 
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totlia inflaencea of Christianity, founded the political power of the papacy, 
flared Europe from the Mussulman conquest, and collecttd together, for 
tbs^linilioaof a new* ciTilisatioii, the wrecks of Boman and baibariaa 
hmu Bat it appeiwi Ihat th^ dymtfar of Pepin bad eriiamtod itielf in 
fliiil^oiu wwk. The laee oM wr t of Chaifkmagne did not even attempt 
to itay the dittolution of tilis ftcdtunu nnity of the empire. Whilst new 
nationalities were forming, and power was beine scattered in tha handa 
of the armed nobl^, this second raoo of kingii| l&o tbo flnty waa baoom- 
isg extinct in inactL^ni and atezilitj. 



S£CnON U.— DISMEMBEBMENT OF THE CAfiLOVXNGIAN 

Dimmknu Mween ik» 8mt Maid* U Dehonnaire,^lMi»Sie, who 
for twenty-throe years had been aaaodated in the imperial authorityi 
claimed to be recognised as supreme chief of the empire ; Charles 

the Bald wns for maintaining; the eapitiilary of Worm?, which had given 
tim the entire of wcstem France; Lonis complained of liaving only 
Bavaria ; whilst the Bon of Pepin demanded to have Aquitaine restored 
to him. A furious war broke out ; a war not less of the people than the 
princes. Louis, whom all the Germanic nations had just proclaimed as 
thdr long, and Chaxles tibe Bald, comUnad their fofoaa against Lothaire, 
anil tiioy wara joined hf tiie king of Aquitaine. The battloi whioh took 
flioe at Fontenay, near Auzerre, waa bloody, bat not dedahre (841). 
Lothaire was vanquished, but the Tioton were unable to pursue him and 
to follow up their victory. He returned against them. Charles the Bald 
ar.d Louis of Germany then united together hy means of a new treaty 
^eed at Stra«?hurg, using no longer the language of the church, but the 
popular language^ u^ed in Gaul and Germany, both people collectively 
guaranteeing the oath, and swearing to compel their kings to keep it 
towards each other (842). 

Lothaire, diaoonoerted by fiiia aUianoa, and, moreorer, alaimad at 
Hainraaioaa of the Normana and Sariioena, who bad profited by the 
civil war, conaented to ky down arms, and proposed to ratify by a treaty 
the separation of the nations; a final partition was agreed upon in the 
n??ombly of Verdun. Charles was king of Gaul to the Sa6ne, the Rhdne,. 
and tbo Mouse, and beyond the Pyrenees to the Ebro. TjOuis had Ger- 
Tnany as far as t)io Khini\ Lothaire united Italy with the countries 
lying between the douiiuiona of his brothers. The name of New 
rrance was given to the kingdom of Charles. Pepin was obliged to re- 
nounce all claim to supremacy, and accented Lotharingia, or Lonaiiie, 

With other dMricta (848). 

Kot Idffg after the death of Lotihaiiie and bis ohSldm, OhaxleB the 
Bild and Louis of Germany were brought in opposition to each other^ 
Mb. aspiring to the imperial dignity. Charlos waa the abler of the twO| 

md was crowned by the pope (875). The new emp«ror flying from 
Ita!v on tho snproa^h of one of his nephews, died in a miserable hut, in 
tiic passage of Mount Cenia ; his physician, Sedecias, is suspected of 
poisoning him (877). 
Charles had in the outset been the man of the church. He had distri* 
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buted the offices of royal inspectoni between tbe laymen and &6 Vishopa, 

and had chf!rgcd no less a personage than archbishop Ilmcmar to levy 
troops for him. The priests supported their kin^ : they had prevented 
Louis of Germany, in 859, eftablishing himself in Neustria and Aquitaine; 
hut they could not defend the country agauiBt iu most terrible enemies^ 
those men of the nurth^ whose iixbt apparition had hiied Charlemagnt^ witli^ 
80 much Borroir. 

J%0 Norman9»-^Tb» p«ttteB wlio had luMmoiied tibw KoRiuais to 
Brittany, oould not deiSuid it against tiieir ravages. The aame F^ia 
who was £»eed to give up Aquitaine, opened the south of France to thtta, 
and they weie not slow to profit by the dissqnsions of the successon of 
Charlemagne, to devastate the lands of the empire. At various periods 
they pillaged and burnt Toulouse, Saintes, Nimeguen, Cologne, and Alx- 
la-Chapelle. Nothing was sacred in their eyes, and muuasteries less 
than anything else. It was therefore found necessary to treat with these 
barbarians. Their chiefs obtained from the descendants of Loiiis le De- 
bonnaire permission to establish themselves on sevcial pointd, particu- 
lariy in the oounti^ ealled by thdr name, Normandy. 

Tne Saraoensi wnoduring tiie same peiiod had infested the south, didnoi 
found any important estahlishmentSy saye in Sicily.. 

FeudaHsm. — These invasions had put the pow« of the bishope to 
a severe test ; they were compelled to restore, at least partially, temporal 
power to hands capable of bearing arms. The nobles thus became invested 
with great preponderance. Charles the Baid had granted them, by the 
statute of Eiersi, the right of hereditary succession of their counties or 
earldoms. From that moment feudalism was established. Every duke, 
every count, every noble, retired to his own district. Before the end of 
the century, Burgundy uid Froyence became, like Lorraine, kingdoms ; 
twenty-nine hereditary fiefs finming as many independent states. 
Society became paieeUed ont in a nuiltitnde of new mall societies. 

Farmaiion of Nationality. — In the midst of this disorganisationi the 
.son of Charles the Bald, Louis II. sonamed le Begue (the Stammerer), 
•could not even retain the shadow of the power which his father had wielded. 
He granted duchies, earldoms, abbics, &c , without succeeding in satis- 
fying the cupidity of hia nobles. After haying reigned two years, he was 
scarcely able to transtnit the crown to his two sons, Xxiuis III. and 
Carlornan (879). These divided amongst each other the kingdom of their 
father, ahorn, however, of Burgundy and French Lorraine. Louis died 
in 882, after a vdgn of three TeaiSv and Garlomen did not long sunriye 
him. They left a Toong hrosber, Chades, who was too young to reign ; 
thmfore the kingdom oame to Cnarlse (somamed the Fat}| son of Louis 
einperorof Qermany. 

Five crowns added to his own, constituted an empire neariy as Tsst as 
that of Charlemagne. But he was incapable of defending it. The Normans 
made inroads as far as Paris. The city, which was vigorously 
attacked, would have been taken, if count Eudes, son of Kobert the 
IStrong, had not como to the rescue to defend it. Eudes implored the 
assistaucc of Charles the Fat. The emperor approached Montmartre with 
an army, and made a dastardly treaty with the inyaden, giring Bur- 
jrandy orer to them, en oenditio n thsft ^y should raise the ^sia^e. 
The nobles of Ostmanyt higUy incensed at his weskness^ and 
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thk fiGomla. Ha dM in 888, is indigooMt datiftod bj all. 

Count Eudes was representative of the Frenoh. and feudal par^, 
wHch inclined to reject ^e CS&tlonngian laoe* On, the deposition 

of Charles the Fat, he was chosen kin^ of France. Through the terrible 
battle which he gave to the Normans, at Montfaucon, he consolidated 
his power in the southern provinces; alter this he reduced a powerful 
league in the south. In the meanwhile, the Germans had m tt rested them- 
selves in hehalf of a posthumous son of Louis II. (the Stammerer), 
C^Ies III. sumamed le Simple (the Simple), whofoimdhimself for the 
fBQ«idti]iie«z<ditdedliraiii^ EiideBti&<tt^>M>ttep>^^8^ 
Wi ooBMttted to divide ilia kincdom with ihia deplorable psateadari and 
oeded ilia southern bank of the Juiine to him. 

On fbo death of Eudes, in 898, Charles ik^ Simple had the entire ef 
France, but only to lose his finest province, and to add to the number of 
hifl vassals one more redoubtable than all the others. It was he who 
ceded to Bollo, a Norman chief, the province of Normandy (912). He 
thus thought to create himself a powerfLil support, which, however, failed 
him w hen the nobles, incited to revolt by the intluence exerted over him 
\jj ML obscure individual, named Haganum, conferred the crown upon 
Bobert didca of Fianoa (biotSier to Eudeai the kta king). He being 
slim in batile, iraa oarer prodaimed among the-Frenoh kings. His aooi 
Hugh le Blanc, OOimt of Paris, nominated to the throne Kaoul, or 
Bodol|^ of Burgundy, while the eount de Yemandois held Charles a 
prisoner in the chateau of Pc'ronne, where he died (929). Until 932, the 
great rassals of the south and the duke of Normandy had refused their 
homage to the newking. At this period, however, the count of Toulouse 
and the priuce of the Normans having made their submission, iiaoui was 
enabled to restore peace to France. 

On his death (936), Hugh refused to assume the crowni and invited from 
flai^laiid a son of Charles the Simple, Lonia lY. snmamed d'OatnoMr 
(Aa Stranger^. Burgundy beoame the reward of tfaia aervica. Loiiiat 
scarcely seated on thethroooimir weary of the tutelage of Hugh, against 
whom he formed a league. The alliance which he had formed with the 
emperor Otho gave the finishing strolve to the discontent of the nobles, 
who were opposed to the Germanic inhueuce. Hugli count of Paris, to 
whom, the name of Great was given, in consequence of his immense pos- 
sessions, was the representative of this national opinion ; he deprived the 
foreign faction of the support of the duke of Normandy, and immured 
in the city of Laon tiie king, who had just been ^defeated and taken 
iriaanar, iritib aixteen of hia connta. Oiho the Great, emperor of Qer** 
auDTfy liberated him. In vain, however, Louis proved hmiaelf by hia 
hraveiytobe a worthy descendant of Charlemagne; he was killed by a 
&11 from his horse at Bheins (954). With him expired the hopea ot 
the Carlovingian race risinp^ from the state into which it had fallen. 

Lonia d'Outiemer left two sons, I/Othaire and ChfU'lea (an infant). 
For the hiBt time, in a similar case, the custom of dividing the crown 
among all the sons ceased, and was never revived in France after- 
wards. Lothaire succeeded his father, in 954. The minority of tile 
king exposed France to the Gamanio inflttanoa* hia mothar 
ttm Hatar of the king of Qeimany. The affiwta wbkik Ika 
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rowng king auJb ■ ftiiw i l oi^ Aiiril ia is hm^bM Otbo ai ttb» 
Lead of sixty thouBaod Qermaiis under tiM tar/ walls of Faik» Ih« 
treaty of Bneimt in 980 fitipulated the rewmciation of the crown ef 

FraT^ce to the suzerainty of the tvo duchies. Lothaire had catranged 
France. The power whick was passing away from him fell into the hands 
of the son of count Hugh, who was also called the Great, and sumamed 
Capet. He had only to take the crown from the hands of a child, 
Louis v., called the Faineant (the Idle), who died from poison, aged 
twenty-one Tean, after a rei^ of only fourteen monthfl, leaving no 
iMBiffialof Jiinisal^cimptt^ laftef theiaotof the wm» 

ttioui Oharlemagne* Vifli laan ended the i<«tod dyntty, after p o jgi M 
fmf the tiaone of France S87 yMn. Oharles duke of Lorraine wag the 
sole suryiyor of Charlemagne ; he was uncle to LoaiB V. ; but fer htm 
\7orthles3 and ecntei^ytifcle ehaiaoter the nokkMi eaoiUded himfrm, Ad 
erowa (987). 



V 
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KINGS OF THE CARLOVINGIAN DYNASTY. 

A.D 714 TO 884. 





Charles Martel, 714-711. Pepin le Bref. 711-768. 



Charlemagne, 768-814. 
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KmaS OF THE GARLOYINGIAN BYNABTT. 



AJ>. M8 TO 987. 

I 





Lontt v., 
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IV. THB amum DYNASTY. 



ncnov x^Tss ncuoAL buqv. 

Huffh Capei and his Sons. — Thua ended the Carlo vingian dynasty, and 
the eTcnts that we shall now have to relate belong more properly to francey 
and do not extend to the empire of the wfiftti nor refer to a warlike and 
qwwnigfaig tribe of Franks. 

lie OuMtiy alAough of Qeimoio ongin. had been naturalised for a 
€BBtfflsaSlatiiiMiiitEe]and,betweaiite Foraunqr 
gnerationB they had deyoted themielTes to the defence of tha ooimtrT; 
Vfj had combated iha barbarians, nd delmved tiie country firom ua 
foreign yoke. They appeared contemporaneou^y with Fremoh natioa- 
ality and the French lan^^nage, and came in power at a period when 
society, definitively eetabliahed on the soil, and free from the inroads of 
new races, was at length beginning to consolidate itself. All the elements 
of this society were dispersed ana isolated. But they were taking root 
in the soil. The dynas^ of kings which grew up in the midst of so many 
ibudal dynasties, will soon ooUeottogethar tixese scattered materialS| and 
sonstttote a new woM out of theai. 

Hugh Capet established himself in the centre of his duoby. whidi waa 
Paris. France already existed, and bad its («pltal. The Oennana 
daimed the inheritance of Louis IT. and several vassals ; the oount of 
Vermandois and the connt of Flanders supported their pretensions. Hugh 
Capet besieged them at Laon, and seized ike king whom they had made. 
He had already reduced to submission William coimt of Poitiers and 
duke of Aquitaine, who at first refused to recognise his authori^. Thia 
authority was as yet venr feeble. 

As the alliance of the clergy, to whom, indeed| he owed his crown, might 
mm hteMitafchlaiioltaiy he oonflniad this eonnimmlties, gifts, anft 
iMU^s^offtachiiith. llheNomaiisofno&LtiieriTdsoftliiMoflffoi^ 
Mmtyf lalbsed for some time to recognise nim; he anpeased theni| 
howBTar, by sivlng Ids son Eobert in marriage to the celebrated Berih% 
widow of JBudes eoxmt of Blois. He died after having taken the pre- 
eavtion to have his son consecrated and crowned, in order to induoe the 
church to maintain the crown in his family (996). 

The life of the ^^oodBobert was onl^ disturoed in his domestic relations. 
As Bertha was akm to him, the pope Insisted that the marriage waa nuU^ 
and commanded him to repudiate her on pain of excommunication. Bobert 
iie^sedi and ftald^gtaa waa placed flMaraa iaieBdiet, by whioh Ite 
iflMiilsliafimi of Jmrtioa waa saqpendadf ihaooiiits of justioa wave AuHf 
viiifjum» privileges withhsldf and even the dead renudnad YmhoriedL 
The king himself was deserted, two domestics alone being Manitted t6 
ittnllmi hvtatlMi^bsiqiiiidiieedbjIihafllamoiin 
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lie ditoiraed bis wife. He tiien espoused Constanoe, a daughter of ike 
Munt of Toulouse, to whom lie alwiidoiied the government, whilst he was 
occupied insingiiig and compoaing psalms, and led the choir at St. Denie, 
although power was not being weakened in his hands. He gaTe tho 
proTinee of Biirg^mdy to his son Henr>', re- established peace between 
the count of Bioia and the duke of iHormandy, and drove back the 
Normans, whom the latter had summoned once more. 

The son of Kobert, Henry I., was maintained by the church against hia 
own mother. The widow of Bobert was desirous of raising to the throne 
a younger son, ia order to prolong the domination to which me had heoome 
eooustomed.' By the aid of the duln of Normandy, Henry stifled the 
rerelt of this biotheri who was supported by the counts of Flanders and 
Champagne, and OTSnhrew a league formed by nobles who had placed 
another of his brothers at their head. Henry was victorions, pardoned 
his brother, and bestow^ed on him the duchy of Burgundy. He died, 
after causing a son whom he had had by a daughter of Jaroslaus, czar 
of Muscovy, a country at that time almost unknown to France, to be 
crowned (lOGO). 

Philip I. was only eight years old at the death of his father. He 
remained indififorent to the great eyents whieh oyertomed Europe under 
Ms reign, took part in useless and sterile wan, suffered all his good 
qnalities to be tarnished by his loTe of pleasure, for which, to raise funds, 
he made a traffic with church benefices. On his deathbed he evinced 
some feelings of his un worthiness ; he desired to be buried in the abbey of 
St. Benoit, on the Loire, and not in the abbey of St. Denis, the usual 
burial pku'C of the French kings, bciri;^, as he said, too great a sinner tO 
presume to ]ay hia bones by those of the great martyr (1108), 

The Conqueiils of the Normans, and the Cruaades. — During this period 
the Normans, under the rule of Tancred of Hauteville, the father of 
Bobert Guisourd, founded the kingdom of the two Sicilies, after having 
driyen away the Arabs (10^3) . After this, their dnke, William the bas- 
'taid, led them on to the conquest of Enghmd* which had been adjudged 
to him by the pope, and diyided the entire country into sixty thousttid 
baxoni^, created at the expense of the Saxons (1066). 

The church of Rome had hoped much from the victories of the Nor- 
mans. Those orignially of Italy, and afterwards those of England, ac- 
knowledged thtiu selves feudatories of the Iloly see. But this did not 
suffice for the ambition of Gregory VII. and hia successors, who wished 
to lower both empiretj, and to found the unity of Euiope uudt-r the pope. 
Since the year 1000 they had contemplated a great holy war. 
\ It had lon^ been a fayonrite project with the popes to arm the Western 
world against the infidels, for the deUyerance of the Holy Land ; bnt 
tiieir exhortations would hardly haye awaloaned much enthuaiasm during 
the sway of the enlightened Saracens, who ofifered no hindrance to ^ue 
Christian pilgrims who flocked to Jerusalem, tho capital of Palestine, 
from all parts of Europe. Now, however, the case was different. The 
rude and brutal Turks practised unheaid-of tyrannies against their 
visitors ; and what a pope would have failed in, was accomplished by 
^Wandciing monk. 

Peter ^e Hermit had seen the excesses committed by the Turks j and 
tei bis return from a pilgrimage to the aepulohre of Ghnst^ be went tpom 
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fKOfiiMe to province with a crucifix itf hk hand, exciting both princes md 
people to arm themselyes for a holj wir« At this time men's minds were 

8tirrf»d by the love of adventure inspired by chivalry, and ]iy the 
successes which, in England and Italy, had attended the arms of the 
knighta ; so that it was no woadex that, in a cunncil held by pope Urban, 
and attended by prelates, nobles, and princes, who were addreastd with 
moying eloquence by the pope and thu hermit, the prevailing tliought 
broke out, as if by inapiration, from the aaaembly, It is the will of God! 
ik is the will of God T These words were adopted as llie motto for the 
laered standard ; and the warlike p^mms, who speedily gathered round 
it from all quarters of Europe, affixed| as a badge upon their right 
shouldeis, the symbol of their ftith| ftom whioh they were «i^A^Tii*?%tftd 

tile Champions of the Cross. 

The enthnsiaam became so general in France, that even women flocked 
to the Crusade ; and at length so vast and useless a multitude collected, 
tiiat the real warriors, who were busy planning the expedition, were glad 
to get rid of them. They, on their pait, were glad to go, and puiting 
thcmselYes, to the number of eighty thousand, under the leadership of 
PstsTi and a certain Walter, styled the Pennileaa, they set forth on n>ot» 
men, women, and boys, in tke year 1096, for the conquest of the IBLoLj 
JmaL The Hermit walked at their head in his pilgrim's sandals, clothed 
fift a robe of sackcloth, and wiUi a rope round his waist. Haviog neither 
money nor forethought, they had made no preparations for tlieir subsist- 
ence, but devoured like locusts as thi-y went along; and as for the Jews, 
they murdered as well as robbed them — to the number, in Bavaria alone^ 
of twelve thousand. 

It is wonderful to tlunk how they succeeded in performing so long a 
journey ; but about a fourth part of them actually reached Constantinople, 
the capital of the Greek emperor, where they were joined by other buids 
of fiN nmtnn and Italian fimatics. The emperor, wno had expected allies 
against the Turks, was diamayed to find his city delu({ed with thieves, and 
made haste to help them on their way by transporting them across the 
£si(horu8 ; so that they soon found themselves traverHing the plains of 
Asia, and in actual contact with the trained armies of the infidels. They 
▼ere slaughtered like cattle, almost without resistance, and Peter the 
Hermit lied Ijack to Constantinople, leaving his friend, Walter th» 
Penniless, dead on the held. 

Such was the fate of the forlom^hope of the omsadea ; but the real 
•tzexigth of the expedition, whioth aoom fdlowed, althou^ chiefly com* 
poasQ of Frenoh, included a great part of the oUvalry ox the time, and 
Mosleied on the banks of ^e Bosphonis to the nimiber, it is aaid, of mora 
than half a millian* The Turkish empire at that time was constituted 
jost like France or Italy ; that is to say, it had a nominal head (the 
ciliph), but wa3 divided among numerous petty princes, distracted with 
mutual jealousies and enmities, and as likely to turn and rend one 
another, as to make head against a common enemy. This was precisely 
the position of the ci'uaaders themselves, and the consei^ueuce was, a 
nst deal of bloodshed to little mnpoas. At length, however, the Chris* 
tians, ^\t^^^'^^ fnm their nundxeds of thouaanda to Ibrty thoussnd 
Hen, captoied Jerusalem, won the Holy Sepulchre, as it was calledf 
■iaasMuoed tiie iahalntaiiti of tiie wft msuf womeni and ohildreiu 
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When the capital had fallen, the whole of Palestine yielded, and Oodfrey 
of Boulogne, duke of Brabrant, was ele(;ted kin^ ; tbon^h from modesty 
and dpyotion he styled himself only Defender and Baron of the Holy 
Sepulciire, and instead of a golden crown, placed on hia h<?ad a crown of 
thorns. Thus wa.s established what is called tho Latin kingdom of 
Jerusalem, which lasted about a hundred years. 

This great erent ot tbe craaadaa hy which men ifar • while enMmd 
ftm leial aemtude, and which eanaed them to live and die toge&er 
vifhont dialincttoa of freemen and eerfti had exouaed in them a new 
aentiment of equality and indefendence. 



SECTION U,— FORMATION OF A F£UI>AL KOTALTT, 

Lonis the Fat : the Communes. — The accession of Louis the Fat 
(Louis VI .) was the regeneration of royalty. Scattered up to that period 
among nt the feudal barons, it had just been able to maintain its own : the 
king of France guarded his dominiona whilst his yassals went to tiie omr 
aadea. But a ve^ofaition Inroke out gradually, in which the towns ice^ 
Skgainst the tyranny of the nobles. Noyon, Beanvaisi Saint Quenti% 
obtained charters like Cambray. The communes, or commons^ lested VHMni 
the authority of the king, who, in retuni, relied on their support. The 
absence of the great baron?, moroover, vrhn had departed for Jerusalem, 
had left the field clear to him. Iwery where he took the people under 
his protection, pursued those who oppressed it, and bocame the cham- 
pion of justice. Royalty then appeared w ith an unknown power i it be- 
came the centre of the feudal system, and the greatest power of society. 

Puring the ilnl eight years of hu reign, Louis the Fat was ehiAj 
eecupied in putting down lebdHons. fie tods from his brother the town 
of H antes, the chiteau of Chl,tre and Monthlery, destroyed the caatle of 
Hugh de Puiaet, who had been the terror of Beauee, and made war against 
the lords of Courci, Aymon de Bourbon, and others. His most redoubt- 
able vassal was H( nry I., king of England, who had usurped the duchy 
of Normandy from his brother Eobert Curthose. Tjouis VI. seized the 
opportunity, and embraced the cause of William, Robert's son. A war 
ensued, ilenry of England attached himself to the emperor of Ger- 
many, Henry Y., by giyi^g him his daughter in marriage. On his 
aide, Lonis the Fat aad the count of Aiuon and the oount of FU^pi- 
dais, who were opposed to ti^e power of the usurper. The war lasted 
for seyeml years, without any decislTa lesnks. The two kings, each a| 
the head of some five hundred knighte, encountered one another in 
plain of Brenneviile. An enc^a^ement ensued, in which Louis was routed, 
and most of the French made prisoners. Only tliree m ere killed : to 
such perfection had defensive armour been brought — so much had wai 
sunk to the mimicry of a tournament. The vv-ar was afterwards termi- 
nated, on the condition that Henry's son should do humane for Kgrm^^y; 
to tile crown pf V^ce (1119)* 

The yassala of the king of Irance aoon implored the aaristeacoof fMje 
aoserain. Looia Yl. earned the war ^to ue south. Fa^TOUxed hf Uia 
quaiv^ of the count of AuTcrgne and the bishop of derniant, he extendi 
hia juasdiotion aw&e Anvefgne. The threats of the emperar aerred to ahow 
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tiie]>o'^er of the king of France. He made every preparatioii, and on this 
occasion he performed a ceremony of which no previous mention is made in 
French history. He went to St. Denis, and, with great pomp, took from 
the altar and unfurled the invincible Oriflarame. At this signal, all the 
fieiis of Fi ance flocked to the standard, and Louis soon found himself at 
tile head of two hundred thousand troops. The emperor dartM not 
tAmtee (1124). 

Lonis M mto a hBginslimg sli4e ef bstltfa, ta^ 
in tile fifty-elghtii year of his age. On kis ^wrth tsd hs Mivsrad his 
ring to his son, with this ifltportant Isssoa t«-^ May tibe power with, 
vhich you will shortly be invested be considered as a sacred truat com- 
mitted to you by PiovideiioSi sad for which you must be aoooantabls ia 
a future state." 

This monarch was wise, brave, and prudent ; honest, sincere, and well- 
niaiiing; pious without superstition, and just without tyranny. The 
tefli ef a king was never oiore sincerely Isiaeatedf particularly by the 
poonrdswei, whose friend and piwteetor ke had always bsea. 

Miralrp sf the French and JENfl^A.— ^otly helora the dsslh el 
^ia father, Loiiis YII. (the yoimg) had espoused Elinor, heiress of 
William X., coant of Poitiers and duke of Aquitaine. This marriage 
added half of Franco to the crown. The feeble Louis unfortunately was 
not able to preserve this precious and easy conquest. Nevertheless, he 
commenced his reign with spirit. He chastised several refractory nobles, 
•ad resolved to support the queen's right to the country of Toulouse. 
Losifl besieged that town. He failed in taking it, iadeed : but the kin^ 

Ihoios, at the head of en afmy, made his lUMsa aad power haow^te 
He int tiiiie» to the mhabitaats of thesoulh. Danag a war eairisd o» 
•bm the same time, against Thibaud count of Cha»pagaa» an acoideufe 
ONHied, which had a marked effect upoa the future conduct and character 
ofLouis the Young.* He had taken by storm the castle of Vitry, and set 
fire to it. The flames chanced to catch the neighbouring church, into 
▼hich the population had crowded, to preserve themselves from the fury 
of the soldiery. It appears they had no means of escape. Thirteeu 
^Bdred meUf women, and children perished in the conflagration* Ixmis 
vulttior-ilmck on b^oldiD|; the mssa of hatf^soasnaed hodlet» aad 
weight of die xtmone himgevev alter upon hiss, aadweigfaeddom . 
Hpirit It waathe chief cause whioh isduoed him to aanuDe the ciWiS»* 
Issd that expedition to Jemsalem, whioh is known iahistaBy at 
tse second crusade (1147). ^ 

St. Bernard was preaching a second crusade, but he refused to go to the 
Holy Land, preferring during the absence of the king to act as his regent 
^ the kingdom. There was not the same enthusiasm as for the first 
gMide. Nevertheless Louis VII. took the cross, and departed for th<^ 
M| Liad at the head of upwards of two haadred thousand Fnaehiaaiu 
thiUMui OwMPadhadpreeedsdhha. The QaraiaM wuva nmlsd and 
^to^MBSs. losi a postm af hli anny hiaaath 4hB ways of 

^Atbch ; he heiieged Damascus, was defeated, and returned to France 
^ the prince who had joiaadl^ anda IwsaeMMa^hat hiaia i ghtj i 
llMt hid perished. 

The proud Elinor, disgusted with her husband, was divorced from 
tta (116^. Six weeks ater she auqnad Beoiy Pianla^^aiM^ soiSi 
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to be king of England. She brought him in marriage the entire of 
▼estem France* Henry added to it Anjou, Mainei and Tourainei 
'whi6k he took from his brother, and Quercy, loft by the eount of 
Toolouse, who also nearly lost its oapital. He reduced to sttbrnisdon 
Auyergnei Lunoussin, Berry, and bought La Marcha* On his death he 
possessed nearly three-foiirths of France. 

Louis YII. had not lost all this ground -wnthout a struggle. He had 
commenced by supporting the pretensions of Geoffrey IHantaganet against 
his brother Henry ; had thrown himself into Toulouse, and had saved it 
fioiu the English. When the chancellor of Etig;land, the famous 
Thomas a Becket, who exercised a species of ecclesiasUc rovaity, departed 
from England in consequence of the ^rsecutions which he ezpmenced 
at the hands of the king, Louis received him as a martyr — a martyr, 
indeed, for Becket having, after lengthened negotiations with Henry, 
returned to England, was assassinated at the very foot of the altaur. 
Later, the sons of Henry, having rebelled against their father, secretly 
incited thereto by their mother, incensed at his amours, were sustained 
against their father by the king of France. But the unhappy 
Louis was destined to be unfortunate throughout. The murderer 
of Becket, abandoned by everybody, took into his pay large bodies 
of the banditti-like soldiery with whom the continent swarmed, 
and who were always ready to fight zealously, and bravely too, 
in any cause that afforded regular pay and promiiBed large plundtf* 
Louis was defeated at Yerneuil. After this Henry purchased the favour 
of Home, declared himself a vassal of the pope, and walked barefooted 
to the shrine of that now-sainted Thomas ^ Becket who in life had 
caused him so much annoyance and danger. Having; prostrated himself 
before the shrine, he next caused the monks of tlic plai e to he assembled, 
and, stripping off his garments, submitted his bare slioulders to tha i 
scourge. He thus forwarded the great object he had in view — the con- | 
ciUation of the zealous goodwill of all his subjects ; for amongst all 
ranks, not excepting the very highest, superstition then had a mysterious 
and a mighty power. In three weeks he delivered his kingdom from his 
enemies, who were invading it on all sides. He reduced his rebellioua 
vassals to submission, and re-appeared suddenly on the continent to deliver i 
the capital of -Normandy, which was besieged by the French army. 
Nothing was lefib to the king of France but to demand peace fromhia i 
vassal (1174). 

Louis was struc k by a palsy, undcrwhich he lingered for many months. 
He died (1180) at the age of sixty, |;reatly regretted by his subjects, and , 
was buried in the monastery of Barbeau on me Seinc^ abmlding of bis | 
own foundation, and wheore his widoir esused a magnifieent tomb to be ! 
meted. He possessed many amiable oualities *, tender, compassionate^ 
courageous, and devout ; braye and prudent, but deficient of aU greatneea | 
of mind and political ability. His talents were moderate, and but little | 
improved by education. Notwithstanding the dcticiencieB of his mind 
and h is errors of j udgment, he was regretted by his subjects, over whom he I 
had an authority never possessed by his predecessors. i 

Phxlip Il.f sumamed Augustus, — PhiUp Augustus had to repair the 
errors of his father, and devoted himself to the task irith me perseverance* 
OneofhisearlisstaotawastoespouselhedtughteroftheMittt^nai^^ I 
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in opposition to bis mother and liis uncles. He caused the provinces of 
^iimeiia aud a portion YcrmaiiLluis to be ceded to bim : thi^ waa a posilioa 
mfiontof Normandy which he did not raffer the count of Flanders to 
i«-opnqtier. His firiend Riebvd, he who was ealled the lion-hearted/* 
hafmg rebelled against his father (Henry II., king of England), Philip 
deemed the occasion opportune to retake the important places of Mana 
and Tours. By means of the one he dis^vieted K(»mandy and Brittany ; 
by the other he held the Jjoire. 

Third Orusade. — Meanwhile the empire of tho Christlv^ns in tho 
East was crumbling away. Jerusalem had again tallen in the power of 
Lue models. The kings of France and England wore obliged to take up 
the cross. They embarked with their soldiers, Philip at Genoa, Bichard 
it Mineilles, and l&ey wintmd in Sieilr, and Uiere laid the foundatian 
<€ tiietr future ieidousy and hatred. Philip forced Bichaid to xemoye his 
ituidard, which he had planted on the wails ^ Heesina. At length they 
uriycd before Acve, of which Guy de Luaignaa had commenced the 
Kege. It was onee more the struggle between Europe and Asia. The 
victory remained with the Christians, the besieged giving themselves up 
to the discretion of th<» victors (1194). 

Philip Augustus, unable to endure the superior renown and jjrowcss of 
Richard Cceur de Lion, on a plea of ill health, abandoned the campaign, 
Iwtleft 10|000 men under the command of the diidie of Burgimdy. He 
ictun^ m time to take his share of the inherkaaoe of Philip of Alsatiai 
and took to himself jbft<Ms and Bt Omerin right of hii wife Isabella. 

Hichard, in the meantimei continued to fight his way to Jerusalem, 
&nd after being the means of gaining the battle of Ascalon, in which 
forty thousand Saracens fell, he arrived even within sif^ht of the Holy 
City. But here the other leaders showed so much disincimation to prose- 
cute farther the perilous enterprise, that all Richard could do was to 
conclude a truce with Saladin on equal conditions, the terms of wliich, 
ttOOtding to the strange Buperstition of the times, were three years, three 
Mills, time weeks, and tiuree hours, fie fhen set out in retnm ; but 
t^hen travelling through Germany in the hi^it of a pitgrim, he was 
Niisd by the duke of Austria, whom he had insulted at the sie|^ of 
Acre, and sold by him to the emperor, likewise his personal enemy, 
w'hen at length ransomed for £300,000, he found, on his return home, 
^is kingdom just about to pass into the hands of his brother John, who 
tad been instigated by Philip to usurp the throne ; and this gave rise to 
4 fnrioua warfare between the two heroes of the crusade. Pope luno- 
Mit lU. interposed his mediation. 

well Uiat Philip listened to the voice of the ponti£ His divorce 
^bis leeond wife, Ingeburge of Denmark, had set the chnch i^^ainst 
; his great TasMls were jealeiis of his aggrandisement. Beduoed 
^ inactiou, he was unable even to proftt by the death of Richard, 
lie only posaossed himself of Evreux, and waited to be reconciled 
^th the p ^pe to renew the war. The experienc^e which he had had 
in I former expodiU'ui to Palestine deterred him from taking part in 
w* foiirtii cru^adL . Ho suffered a connt of Champagne, to place him- 
JJtfc the head of the cru^^aders, who on thtjir way forgot the Holy 
°Jl^due, and conquered Constantinople ( 1 204). The moment had arrived 
wiKe back a portion of France fr<mi the king of England. Philip sup- 
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who wot tho undisputed heir of the dukedom d Brittany by right of hie 
mother, but who atao claimed through his lather the crown of F'^iglw^^ 
with its dependencies. He attacked hie uncle John's proTinces, and was 

supported by his Breton nobles, but was surprised while besieging queen 
Elinor in Puitou, and made prisoner with a large portion of hia troopa 
(1202). Arthur was no more heard of, and John was accused of having 
killed him with his own hands. Philip now made his prerogative eii'ective t 
he summoned king J ohn to answer fur the alleged mui der beiurt: his peers 
ondefanlt, John was adjudged contumacious, and the territories he held in 
Franoe were deelaied fofiufe to hia liege loid. Philip Augustno h>»tena4 
to earry tbia aentanee into oiaeution ; he seised upon Nonnandy, Brit> 
tany, Maine, of all the oonntry which John then possessed south of the 
Loire, and the portiona of Touraine and Anjou situated on the north of 
that river. John had raised an army, had ovemm Poiton and Anjou^ 
always flying before Philip, who was seeking him to give him battle. 

Philip hadlong meditated theconquestof Enj^land, for which he thougrht 
the time had now arrived. John had been excommunicated by tiic popej 
and the king of France was charged with carrying the apostolic sentence 
into eflEM* Kill^ amewMod n fleet and an tmmenae army. John| to 
waid off the blow, not only became reoonoiled to the Boman aee, but 
made himeelf and his kingdom ftndatory to the pope. He won owto 
hia aide the eoiint of Flanders, allied hisieelf with his nephaWf the 
emperor Otho, stirred up all the Belgian provinces, crossed theses, and 
landed at Hochelle. But Philip gained a great victory at Bouvines, on 
the Meuse (1214), and the eounts of Flandera and -Boulogne were 
brought in fetters to Paris. In the conflict the king had been struck 
down, trampled under the horses' feet, and wounded in the thioaU 

War of th$ Aibiffmm, — ^Meanwhile the entifo of the aouQi of 
Fnmoe aeemed leady to detach itielf fh>m the ohnroh. The fint n- 
formed religion was preached in Languedoc, two hundred yean befiwo 
Wieklifie, and three hqndred before Luther. The seed had beea iown 
by Bocicties for the amendment of manners, and had received encourage- 
ment from the popes, who considered the purpose beneficial ; but from 
attacking the practice,, it was an eaay step to question the doutrines of 
the Romish church, and many in the south of France had adopted the 
principles afterwards promulgated by Luther, or had carr^d their opuiionfl 
mto heretical extremes. Theae reformera deuied traaaubstantiation, 
rejected oonfeaaion, refiued to acknowledge maniaga and conftrmatioa to 
be sacramentSi and forbad the worship of imagea ; but some alao had 
IbUowed the enoia of the Manioheans, who mix up Oriental ideoo about 
the spiritual world with the unsullied teaching of the Scripturea. lo 
1167 the Manichean bishops had held a council near Toulouse. The 
heresy had spread, notwitl] standing the preaching of St. Bernard and 
the thunders of Home, and threatened to extend to Flanders, Germany, 
and England. The Benedictine monks preached a crusade against them. 
Crowds of adventuvers flocked to the standard, and a formidable army 
waa aamibled at Lvona in the quing of 1200^ midtar Ihe eommand m 
the legate commanMV Junalxicy abrot cf Citeaux. The fxaj of thtl 
erusaders first fell upon the town of Beaiers : they hadsoanely act dowa 
hefore tiie tmlvtwialo towSf whan n aaUy of the gtniaea wia lopnlaai 
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lOttUid hMt ettiMBS. w«rd of thk wMzpeettd wweew mi* 

intontly brought to the Abbot of Citeauz, and his orders wer% dManded 
H to how the innooent were to be distinguished from the guilty. Slay 
them all,** exclaimed the legate of the vicar of Christ; **the Lord wiU 
know his o^ti.'* The entire population was in consequence put to the 
Bword; no woman nor infant was spared. Upwards of twenty thousand 
human beings perished in the massacre — the sanguinary first-fruits of 
modem persecution. Carcassonne, in which viscount Beziers had shut 
himself up, was next invested ; the onisadert stormed the town, singing 
TmU Oretftmr^ oAd huni neariy ive huadrad hmtftot« Simoii do Imb^ 
Ivtf eorl of Leiooilor, wm the most prominent wairio? of the craeidenb 
vhOf ia ft general assembly, gave him the hndehipe of Beziera and Car- 
casBoane i& reward of his seal and valour ; and to make the gift nt^ it 
was accompanied by the person of his rival. The unfortunate viscount 
soon after perished in prison. The crusaders, having served beyond the 
term allotted to them by the pope to merit indulgences, disbanded. In 
order to give themselves time to organise another army, they dallied with 
Raymond oount of Toulouse ; they even suffered him to go to Rome to 
iilMd hie Cftuie. The king of Franee, the dnhe of Burgundy, and the 
luDg of Amgoa syn^athiaed witii him, and mooBunended mm to the 
demency of the pope ; bat the abbot of Citeaux and Simon do Montfint 
remained inflexible. The count of Toulouse leaisted odious and impos- 
sible conditions. All the nobles of the Pyrenees declared for him. The 
war recommenced, or rather continued. Simon de Montfort had already 
taken and ravaged all the territories of viscount Beziers. He undertook the 
siege of Toulouse. Repulsed by the allies of Raymond, he defeated the 
count of Foix at Castelnaudry and at Muret. The king of Arragou 
psrished inth upwards of fifteen thovaand mea. The eonnta of Foix, 
of CommingeSf'of ReussQlon, and the oeont of Toulense himself, gare 
in their submisaioiL to the legate. The eoimoil of Latnn diTided uieir 
spoiU (1215). 

The cruel de Montfort did not enjoy his share long. In 1217 the 
Toulousians again revolted, and war once more broke out betwixt count 
Raymond and Simon de Montfort. The latter formed the siege of the 
capital, and was engaged in repelling a sally, when a stone from one of 
the walls struck him, and put an end to his existence. His son expe- 
tienoed reverses and a sanguinary reaetion, and when he was bereft of 
nearly all his power heeeded toPmlip Augustas hie rights in Languedoe. 
Thus the crown of France gathered the fruits of this impious war (1222). 

Philip Augustus finding his health decline, arranged his worldly affairs, 
and feeling some remorse at the manner in which he hadgained his wealthy 
he appropriated a part for repaying the persons whose money he had un- 
justly taken in his lifetime. He died of a fever (1223) at Mfl**titT, in the 
fif^-eighth year of his age, and was buried at St. Denis. 

kttiUU of ike Meign of Fkilip Augustas. — Philip Augustus added 
giandear and material power to the moral strength which royalty already 
fOSNSsed under Louis the Fat. Out of the seventy-eight departmenta into 
which he divided the kingdom, fifty-seven were the results of his own oon« 
fnssts. Authority consolidated itself in his hands in proportion as he ex- 
tmded the domaina of the erown ; he eatabliahed a loyal juriadiotaon, and 
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MtaUiihed kifal xeUUions between Iiimself «iid his rtaumht, Aooordiiig 
to the romantio traditioiis of the court of Charlemagne, he had twelve 
peers who gave to his ordinancefl the force of law throughout the whole 
territory of the kingdom. He put the police on an efficient footing ; he 
walled and paved JParis and the principal towns under hia s^ay ; he 
huilt markets, aqueducts, and other useful monuments ; coniiTHKMl tho 
works uf the church of Notre Dame, the first stone of which had been 
laid in 11G3, and which was only finished two centuries later. He 
encouraged literature hy the foundation of professorships, and granted 

I>riTilegeB to that unifenity whieh was destined to become so powetfiU a 
ever in the henda of kings. He likewise improTed Ihe dudpHne of 
the axmy ; and, with all his enteipriaes and expenses, so ordered his 
flnaaoes as to leave a considerable treasure at his death. His power was 

f rowing, whilst that of the feudal houses was cnimblins^ away aroimd 
im. It mi2ht already be seen that the teixitonal unity would ezp long 
meet no further obetacdes. 



V 
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Hugh C; p t. 987-996. 



Kobcrt II., i^9G.10Sl. 



Henry I., 1031-1060. 




Philip I., 1060-1108. Loois VI.. 1108-1137. 



Louis VII., 1137-U80. 




PhiUpII., 1180-1223. 



Louis VIII.. 1223-1226. 



Louis IX., 1 220- 1270. 
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KINGS OF THE CAPETIAN DYNASTY 

AJ>. 1270 TO A.D. 1828. 




Philip IIU ISTO-ISSS. Pliiiip IVn 1885-1814. Louis 1314-1316. 




Phflip Y.» 1316-13)U. Chute IV., IM-lSiS. 
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Imm KiZT.— The son of Flulip Augustus, Louis YIII., sumamed the 

liion, was greeted on entry into Iraris \sj the acelamatioDS of the 
people (1223). For the first time the accession of a king does not pass 
unheeded by the annalists, who record the most trivial circumstanccg 
connected with it. liouia V^III. followed, during the short period of hig 
feign, the example of his father, lb was defeated in England, but he 
took I'oitou from the English, tormiiiaLed the crusade against the Albi- 
genses, dismantled Avignon, took possession of Nimes, of Aibi, of Car- 
cauoiuie^ and of the entire counlzy whidi extends finoin tbe Bhdne to 
within war leagues iim!^ Toulouse. The pestilenoe vbieh deoimftted his 
umj iioirced him to return to the north. He was himself affected bj the 
disease, and died in Auvergne, after a reign of three years (1226)* 

His brief reign affords us but little informatir)ii hy which wc may form 
an estimate of hie character. lie appears to have passed thronj^h his 
career like the early ''sluggard kings" — an iustrumtnt in the hands of 
dilferent factions for arty purposes. He gave several i roof^ of valour 
and courage, and appcaia to have been charitable and humauo. He wae), 
duiBg the lifetime of his father^ acfcoowledged king of England* 

XoMf IX,—M^0uy of Blanco/ OMtUk.—The minority of Louis DLi 
vomamed the Saint, appeared to the nobles a fa\ mrable opportunity of 
dlevating themselyes again* Aooording to the feudal laws, the regency 
tod guardianship of the young king would have belonged to his uncle, 
the count of Boulogne. The queen-mother, Blanche of Castille, assumed 
them, however, with the aid of the legate and Thiebault count of 
Champagne. A league waa forcied against her. Philip Hurepel count 
of huuiogne, Peter duke of linttauy, sumamed Alauuierc, and Hugh 
of Lusiffnan, count de la Marche, determined to lower royulty, sum- 
Mied Sie king of Enghuod to their aid. Blanehe treated with thenii 
^er having carried demotion into their ranks. She escaped the snares 
of Phihp Hurepel, pieTonted the count of Champagne, who had hitherto 
supported her, from marrying the daughter of Mauclerc, directed two 
expeditions into "Brittany, and ended by bringing the count of Brittany, 
in the garb of a suppliant, to the feet of bis suzerain, the king of France 
(1234). She had been enabled at the same time to terminate the affairs 
of the south. The count of Toulouse had been forced to conhrm France 
hi the possession of Lower Languedoc, and to promise Toulouse as the 
jmy of his daughter, whom one of the king^i hrothen was about to 
■any, 

Loms, after liaTin|g attained his majority, remained still kag under 
the ssoenduioy of his mother. There was no change in the goyemmeat 

of the kingdom, in which everything had been ruled by Blanche of Cas* 
tille, not in her own name, hut in that of her son. He brought, never- 
i^^eleas, great applioation to the transaction of business. Ihe yirtue and 
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the wiadom of the king of Franoe had already lieQomo odebntad 

thiougliout Europe. The emperor and the pope selected him as arbi- 
trator. The pious Louis refused the proposals of the pontiff, who oflerad 
him the spoils of Frederick TL aftt r having exrommunicated him. 

Tn the tuLantime, after eome years ol iraiiquiiiity, the nobles had 
formed a new league. The aiiibiuous Isabella, the wife of count de la 
Marche, united together in a vast conspiracy the count of l oulouse, and 
the kings of England, Arragon, Castillei and Navarre. But there waa 
niaimdaTatandiDg among the oonfederatea. Pkewua to the laading of 
Henry III. on the oontineiit, a great numher of oemtt de la Mavahe's 
atronffholdi were taken. Louis advanced to chastise the wtntt^oty 
Tassfll. The two kings met on the basfca of the Charente, At a oaate 
called Taillebourg, which eommanded a bridge over the river. Some 
negotiations went forward, and it appears that the English, afraid of 
being surprised or betrayed, abanddiied the j>obt in a panic and fled« 
They were pursued by Louia, on the loiiowiiig day, to Saintes. A battle 
ensued, in which Ileniy III. and the count do la Marche were deieated. 
The latter, at well aa his proud wife, were eompelled to auhaait to Uie 
oonoiieror. The count of Toulonsey who had auo bean engaged in th^ 
teheuion, made hja aabmisaion howerer in time ; aa did m1 gnat 
Tassals on learning the victory of Saintea (124^). 

Keic Crusade. — Louis TX,, imdismaycd by the ill success of former 
cnisades, resolved in a fit of picknegs, at the news of the invasion of 
Palebtine by the Moguls, to assume the cross himself. The barbarians 
had even seized upon Jerusalem, where they massacred ail the Chiiatiana. 
All Ahia woii atruck with terror : the Mohammedan princes themselves sent 
supplicating emhaasiea to the kjnc of IVanoe. Louis IX. had to resisii 
the entreatiea of hie motlier and his queen, Margaret, and tiie ieino»* 
i^atranoe of his most Intimate advisers, who beheld with tstior the p«e<i 
parations for a new onisade. After struggling for Ibar jaass, he at length 
departed, leaving the government of the ooontry sBce wuom in the haaiie 

of Blanche of CciauUe. 

The time for crusades had gone by. Europe did not participate in the 
enthusiasm of the king of France. It was convulsed with the quarrel 
betwiit ^ope Innocent and the emperor Frederick. The latter v sui 
most eager to fly to the relief of the Holy Land ; hut the pontiff, bent oa 
hit own selfish ichemeai his own views, and the ebaieh's aggrandiesnMBt^ 
was deaf to aU offem and treatiea of accommedalioB* JUwaa IX., on 
embayfciag at Aigues-Mortes, a port in Ihe Mediterranean, now dry, was 
only accompanied by the greater number of his tiyrbulent baJMia and aa 
army of fifty thousand men (1218). The crusaders remained some time 
at Tnicosia in Cyprus, where they wintered, and received the ambassadors 
from the princes of Asia, who came to greet the king of France. They 
then considered it advisable to attack Egypt first, deeming the conquest 
of that kingdom the safest means of insurine that of Palestine. Dami* 
9tla wia mried* The amy of, omsfiders, having occupied the tow% 
weva decimated I7 disease and weakened W inmnpliae. Their geeat 
objeet was the seizure of Cairo, the soldan'a ea|^tal, styled Bahyloa hf 
the monkish writers of the day. The rise of fate Kile declined thenu 
It was not until November that they began to march. The i*— ^tn dt 
endured under that burning climate caiised them tolingai^ and another 
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montli elapsed ere they reached Mansourah, not many leagues up the 
Nile. Here was a canal or river to cross, called Uie Thams. The Sani- 
eeos defended the passage ; wooden Ibrtiftcatums were ndaed oa both 
•Mes; hut the crusaders suffered inllnitely nore than tiieir enemiee, 

from the Greek fire with which the latter assailed them. To the great 
joy of tho French, a ford was difloorered. Xing Louis's hrolberf Robert 

cfmnt of Artois, pa^spfi it the next day. Ho took the Saracens hy sur- 
prise, routed thetn, and in the heat of virtory pursued them rashly into 
the town of Mansourah. Their chief was killed; hut in the narrow 
streets and embarrassed passages the Egyptians rallu d. The count of 
Ai:toi8y lord Salisbury^ and Rooert de Vere, who carried tiie banner of 
Bhff^and, were here eUdn ; the grand master of the Temple loat en eye ; 
^ tSonsand knighta perished in the rout, amongst whom were almost ell 
the English After this defeat the project ei admeiMg on Cairo was 
sbandoiied. To retreat was equally difficult. A pestilence seized on tho 
army and paralysed it. Louis was made prisoner with twenty thousand 
French ; the queen Margaret besiejred in Damietta. The pious Ymg, 
V)tind in irons, a^ttounded the intidels by his pious rrsignatinn ; he 
obtained his liberty by restoring Damietta as the price of his own ransom, 
and promised 400,000 livrea aa that of his followers'. The count of 
Poitiers remained hostagt^ lur the fuiiilmeat. A truce waa agret^d on for 

tan yem (1250). 

Bat ha aid ncit oonrider hia 'vowa aoeompHshed m long as he had done 
nothing fbr the deliyery of the Holy Land. He eaiksd for PaleatiM 
with the wreck of las army. Abandoned by a portioii of his baronsi 
and bound moreover by the treaty which he had concluded in Egypt, 

he coTild not hope to re-establieh the empire of the Christians in the 
East, and conte nted himself hy fortifying Acre, Sidon, Jaffa, and uther 
principal t^)wns held by the Latins. He spent four years more in ]*ales-^ 
tine, and laboured to reconcile the differences betwixt the chiefs of Syria. 
At length, on leamiug the death of his mother, queen Blanche, who had 
he^ regent in hie abMQce, he sailed frm Baleetuin, mnMog in Ftanot 
dadiMr ilie ^ntniqii of the year 1254, nz jeera after hie departure inr in 
en g fl t ien whjch had at once been lo depfinmble and ao a^orious. 

Tkt Fasioureau^ — ^Thc second regency «f queen Blanohe had mtij 
been marked by the revolt of the pastouream (shepherds). These were 
peasants, who having heard of tho virtues of the sainted king, and 
kn :>\riiig him to he a prisoner, wished to go and deliver him from cap- 
tivity. A fanatical monk of the order of Citeaux had praaohed a popular 
cmsade. Thirty thousand country people followed him on hia entranco 
into Paris. Before airiving at Orleans they amounted to upwards of one 
himdred thonaand. Qneni filsBehe wae ou%ed to purave WM bendiitf^ 
«^ ipntd themadTee over the pro^inoM) oenrfiBf ewywiim tenw 
ia( dfit ^ tiott* It was not difficult to dispene uem. 

S$h«rn rfHU Xhjf. — Louis IX., on his return to fiuii|» d«rotad him- 
sdf to the ^vemment of his country and to the praotioea of ardent 
jriety. Henry TTT , who was aware of the scruples which the timoroni 
f^nvnentiousnesfl of the king of France suggested to him relative to a 
portion of the inheritance of his ancestors, reclaimed Normandy, which 
naif a century ago had been conquered from king John. Louis IX.. 
uaianed tu the advice oi hn coua^ellord, and kept the noblest conquiest of 
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Philip Augustus. Nevertheless Hemy III. obtained reatitiitions. Bf 
the treaty which was signed in 1259, he replaced Heiuy IH. in the 
possession of some districts in the soath, while he in return received a 
ratification of his claims on Normandy, Anjou, Maine, Touraine, and 
Poitou, and Henry acknowledged himself a vassal of the king of France. 

The disinterestedness of which Louis had given, at the cost of France 
it must be said, so rare an example, made him be called in by both parties 
to arbitrate between Henry III. and his barons. The king held his 
court at Amiens for the purpose, and patiently heard the pl^ on bofll 
sides. Louis decided against the English barons, ordering that all his 
castles and powers should be restmd to Henry (1265). 

Conquest of the Km^dom of Naphs. — ^The ancient house of Suabia 
had fallen into decay, and the pope w!if^ offering its spoils to whoever 
would aceept them. Louis gave a new proof of his disinterested- 
ness in refusing the crown of Sicily. But he bad a brother, Charles of 
Anjou, who was too amliitious not to accept the good offices of Home. 
JJcaLrieo of Provence, iu.:s wife, likewise could not brook to be only a 
oountess, three of her sisters bcong oueena. She stkied up the violence 
and the cupidity of her husband. The pope undertook to remove the 
king's scruples. Louis did not interferCi and permitted the crusade to be 
preached in France — m tmtiii the conquest of Sicily was nothing less 
than a new crusade. The entire support of the bastard Manfred, the 
successor of Frederick IT., consisted of an army of Saracens. Charles 
of Anjou was goin^; to luuiie to receive the cro-wTi from the hands of the 
pontili"; after this he entered his new kingdom, at the head of thirty 
thousand troops which Beatrice had led into Italy. Manfred was defeated 
at Beneventum (1266). Ere long the tyranny oi Charles began to weigh 
heavily upon Italy. The entire of the Ghibeline party implored the aid 
of the young Conradin, tbe last prince of the house of Suabia. Charles 
of Anjou advanced to defend his newly^acquired kingdom, and defeated 
his rival in battle. Conradin was taken, and iastantly sent by hia rutih- 
less conqueror to perish on the scaffold (1268). 

Crusade in Africa. — Louis, since his expedition to Palestine, had 
not ceased to retain on his habit the symb d of a crusader, thus marking 
that he considered hi^ vow as nnacconiplished. When he learnt that the 
sultan of the Mamelukes of Egypt had tuiTied his armies against the 
Qurietians, that he had taken nearly all their strongholds in Syria, and 
that in Antioch alone seventeen thousand Christians had been massaaredi 
he resolved to enter upon a new crusade. Charles of Anjou wished tQ 
invade Africa ; he persuaded his brother that it was necessaty to com* 
mence the conquest of Egypt by that of Tunis, and that Uie siutm cnly 
awaited the arrival of the Christians to embrace their religion. Lomi 
decided upon sailing towards the coast of Africa. The crusaders, after 
hayiTig: attat ked and taken what is c iillcd the castle of Carthage, wre 
going to besiege Tunis. But the plague soon began to make cheadfol 
ravages in the camp, and the king himself, at the end of a month, waa 



■ 









aatiott. 

Charles of Anjou did not the less pursue the emsade. fie attacked tha 
■"*Tg of Tunifly defeated his troops in three aotionsi and forced him to 
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Iifistore to liberty all the Christiana whom he had imprisoned, to authoriBo 
khis states the free preaching of the gospel, to open the ports to the 
Mehaats of tbe westf to pay tho oort ue var| and to ioknowledgt 
lumBelf tributaiy to the ktiw of SIdly. 

Tk$ GowmmmU of St. J&Nit«.--Lottts had reigned lbriy*foiir yeaxi. 
At no poriod has histoxy presented a purer or nobler aspect He made of 
Hs religious belief the first rule of his conduct, lie possessed all the 
nrtues of his ago untarnished by its rices : he was brave without cruelty 
or violence, pious without bigotry or weakness; plain and simple in his 
dress and manners; impartial in the administration of justice; fond of 
peace, and solicitous to maintain it, yet on neceasaiy occa^iuus manifest- 
ing high spirit and couarge. About thirty years after his death he waa 
laiiooued by pope Bonifitoe III. 

Biint Louis had accepted lociet^ flodi as he found it ; but he relent* 
kflsly attacked these two feudal pnnciplee— private wars, and the custom 
of deciding legal questions by combat. Ce labetitnted the rules of right 
and equity for those of barbarous usage : proofs, witnesses, and pleas 
took the place of duels. He established trial by jury, and consecrated it 
by the noble principle that justice should lean to the side of mercy. He 
granted ti^e right of final appeal to himself; and in a case in which it was 
wed, a private person who had been imprisoned by one of the king's 
iRQtbers was acquitted, and the prince condemned. He founded his laws 
tipini the Box^an code, selected learned jurists for their applicationi and 
snetod courts, which he called parliaments. These legists became 
thsflst a fourtili order in the state. Raised from the lower or middling 
Hswei, they were jealous of the aristocracy, and more so of the priest* 
liOA^; and they laboured with inveterate diligence to raise royalty, to 
which they owed their own eleyation and honour?, on tho ruins of tbeao 
t« J L'states. The ensuing hundred years of i'rench history might bo 
called the age of la^n^^ercs, eo imiversally did they dominate and bend 
ereiy power and institution to their will. It was their teachings and 
natmis that gave to hings that divine right which the church at that 
tine cUimed for itself. That devotion to royal^ which in romance is 
considered to have been the diaracteristio of the high-bom, was in reaUty 
first held and forced upon them by the plebeian lawyer. This profession, 
which in later times has given to the cause of liberty its ablest advo^ 
cates, laid, in the thirteenth century, the firmest f)undations of absolute 
power. Louis also fixed tho value of coin, which was then struck at 
twenty-four legalised mints, founded a library, an hospital, and tho 
coiiege of the Sorboune, and introduced valuable improvements maeariy 
ereiy branch of his administration. 



SBCTION It— Bin) OF THE CA7ETUN DTKASTT. 

nUip III., Bumamed tlie Hardy, called so, apparently, from no other 

cittse than that of having survived the war and pestilence of Tunis, was 
still sick when St. Louis expired. The conduct of the army devolved 
on Charles of Anjou, who, by a treaty, put an end to the war. Philip 
journeyed through Italy, accompanied by five coffins, — tho^^e of his 
other, brother, brotlier-in-laWi wife, and son. The j^ruYiactj of Valois 



Digitized by GoogI 



It HISTOET OF F&ANC£. 

tftme to him lij the death of his hrother, and he foon after lost hit unolef 
Alfonso eount of Toulouse^ who, haying no issue, left Philip the inheri* 
tanoe of Toidouee, Poitou, and Foix^ this was, notwithstanding its 
loMea in the wars of the Alblgenses, still the greatest of the flefs of 

France. 

On the other hnnrl, the king of England claimrcl and ohtained the 
restitution of Guienno, and the province of Vaiicluse was abandoned 
at the instance of pope Gregorji and became an appendage of the holjr 
siege. 

The new king commenced his reign by going to Toulouse, in order to 
have his aathority in that proTtnoe recognised. The count of Foix having 
attempted to encroach upon his rights, he invaded his territories, ix^ 
oppoeition to the king of Arragon, made the count prisoner, and forced him 
to acknowledge himself vassal of the crown of France. When the king 
of Navarre died, leaving a daughter three years old, Philip sent an army 
from the o^hor side of the Pyrenees to support the interests of theyoun^ 
ueen, whom he betrothed to his second son. This young prinee, after the 
eath of his eldest brother, was thus enabled to add to hia paternal 
succession the rich inheritance of Jane of Is^avarre. 

The fates were less propitious to I'hilip in Castile, where he sided with 
llie children of Laoerda, who were princes of French origin, against the 
oonqueror of the Moors, Sancho the Brave. He was likewise weated ia 
his war against the king of Arragon, the same Peter III. who had allied 
himself with the Gastilians, in order to free Spain from foreign dominion, 
Peter III. having entered into the league of the Ghibelines of Italy, the 
pope had declared his throne forfeited, and had invested the young Charles 
de Vah)is, one of Philip's sons, with the kingdom. Philip did not succeed 
in enforciujs: the pope's bull. Whilst the Sicilian Vespers, in which 
eight iht>uMind French were nia^ssaered by thf P ilermitans, took place, 
commenced the re-action against the tyrann)' of Charles of Anjou; 
whibt the e«>mbined fleets of Catalonia and Sicily were destroying the 
vessels of the king of Naples, under his eyes, Philip made immense pre- 
parations, resolving to overwhelm his enemy, and entered Spain with a 
numerous army. He advanced, however, no further than Gerona, which 
he took, and thence was compelled to retreat. A malignant fever, the 
consequence of disHppointuient and fatigue, seized upon Philip, and he 
exjnred at Perpignon, in Oetoher 1280. The rival princC8| Charles of 
Anj >u and Peter of Arragon, died the same year. 

Philip III. was pious in an eminent degree, and possessed many of 
his &th6r*8 good qualities ; but, unlike him, he reigned a slave to supers 
stition, under the influence of his valetk, hut was at the same time simple 
and oredulAus, which continually exposed him to deception. 

Philip IV* — ^Philip, surname I le Bel (the Fair) was sixteen yes^ of age 
when he »uc(;eeded his father, Philip the Hardy. He was not fond of 
war, and therefore was glad to terminate by a treaty that which had heen 
c«)mm<'nrf d hv hi>^ father against the kinp^ of Arragon; resolved, moreover, 
to violate the treaty as soon as he could tindit to his advantage. The young 
queen of Navarre had brought him in nuirriagc that kingdom aiui the pro* 
vinoe of Chumpa^e; he added to it, not by means of conquest, but by 
purchase and confiscations, new provinces. First, he bought Quercy from 
Edward I., and afterwaids,' instead of paying him^ hroke with him| and 
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Beizing the pretext of a quarrel between an English and a Norman sailori 
he embroiled the tiro nations, mixing up a considerable part of Buropc in 
*e quamt Sdmrd woa flwiiiiioaed, as duke of Gnienne and Tasaal of 
Fnmoey to appear in bis liego lord's court at Paris, and snswor for the* 
oflspcea his suljeotB had committed. The king had no alternative but to 
oonaentto the sequestetion of the duchy of Aquiteine (1293). After 
fliis, seeing his possessions invade ! hv French rommissariea, he protested 
against the perfidy of his rival, summoncrl to his aid the duke of Brabant^ 
the counts of Flanders and Gadder:^, and the war at first broke out in the 
south. But the difficulties witli which he had to contrnd against in 
Scotland, prevented the king from directing the campaign in person: 
the English were beaten in Guienne, the Flemings in their own territory. 
When iBdward entered tiie Scheldt with his neet» it was only for l£e 
pnrpoee of asking for a tniee, which was shortly followed by a treaty 
of peaee between France and England. This treaty was the source of 
mealculable misfortunes ; for in consequence of it the daughter of Philip 
was betrothed to the son of Edward, and thus led, on the part of the kings 
of England, to those pretensions to the crown of France which resnUod in 
such lon^ and deplorable wars (1299) . Philip and Edward naturally aban- 
doned their allies respectively to each other. The count of Flanders, left 
to his own resources, abandoned the prolongation of an unequal struggle, 
submitted to the king of France, who made him a prisoner, and annexed 
Ihe eoutttry of Flanders, ibr the time, to the crown (1300). The 
Fienungs were then treated as a eonqnered people, the fortifications of 
their towns were destroyed, their privileges violated, and thirty chiefb 
of corporations of artisans thrown into fetters Ibr having dared to protest. 
The artizans of Bruges then took to arms, attacked the French, and 
wrre joined by the neighbouring towns, the whole of Flanders rising. 
Count Pvobcrt d'Artois himself, with an army of fifty thousand men, and 
many of the lirst nobles of France, were massacred at Courtray, where the 
Flerainfra had posted themselves behind a canal. The victors collected 
on the Held of battle four thousand gilt spurs, and hung them up in the 
ohurdi of Goortray as a trophy (1302). 

Philip was not diseonraged, but he stood in need of treasoie, and from 
the Jews and Lombards, whom he had drained so often, he had nothing 
itaore to hope. The king ordered the bailiffs and other responsible officers 
of the crown to carry all their silver plate to the mint ; he renewed the 

Jirohibition of exporting OHt of the kingdom provisions of whatever 
escription, which might serve the enomy ; and, finally, he established 
the first general impost, which the peoplu rudely called extortion. When 
he had thus prepared for the success of his expeditions, he marched 
against the Flemings ; but the campaign, without being decisive, was 
not fortunate. Fhifip and the two eons of the coitnt of Flanders concluded 
atntoe, which left to each the hope of soon resuming hostilities with 
gieater advantage. 

ta tide meantime, pope Boniface YIIL was creatine for Philip embar< 
rusments of another description; the question related to the Tory 
principle of the two powers which divided the world. For several years 
fhc pope mid the king had not been on good terms. Pontiff and monan'h 
were ( qnaily haughty, irritable, and poeseaaed with high ideas of their 
soverei^a power. A tenth that Pkilip raised on his clergy, without the 
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|M)pe'8 consent, and the refusal of the French kiug to abide by the arbi- 
ttBtbn of Boniface betwixt him and fingland, wm die fiiet eauiee ef 

rupture. The pope lent a Ffenoh bishop aa legate to expoetulate; the 

bishop took the opportunitj to insult his sovereign. The pope^ la the 
jubilee of 1300^ caused to M oarried before him the sword and tne soeptie» 

Philip opposed to these pretensions that kings had exercised their power 
in France and given laws before pricsta were Icnown there. " The pope's 
legato wag arrested and imjuieoned, the pope's bull was biimt, and the 
news was ana un* f-d by boujuI of trumpet. Bonilace summoned to liome 
all the French bioiiops, to which Philip replied bv a great aset mbly in 
which the burgesses of the towns sat hj the side oi the baiona aud the 
bishops; these were the flntatatee-general (1802). 

The Idng of France was resolved to maiptain the pxerogatms of die 
erown in their full integrity. He treated as rebellious subjeota the bi^iope 
who obeyed the summons of Boniface, and seized their temporalitiee. 
Boniface launched bull after bull, in which he formally declared that the 
two powers belonged to the church, and he excommunicated the kincr, 
without, however, darinp; to desippiate bim by name. On this the king 
called a council, in \v'}iich one of his lawyer favourites, after denouncing 
the buUs bla interfering with the prerogatives of the crown, openly 
attacked the pope himself as an usurper whom the council should depose. 
Ihe nniyersity assented, the town% and eren the ehnrches, tided with that 
opinion. And whilst the pope waa excoDummioating Philip anew» and 
absoiying his subjeots from their oath of fidelity^ the king employod one of 
his agents, also a man of the law, to ezotte a ocmspirafly against die pope. 
He united with the Colonnas, levied an armed troop, and surprised 
Boniface at hia countr}^ residence, in Anagni. Making themselves masterg 
v»f hia persoD, they bound, insulted, and menaced hira, The pontitf bared 
'Jiia neck to their swordrf, but they ieared to strike ; and even found that 
lo bnng him away captive was impracticable. At length a body of 
the faithful 8ubj,ects of Boniface rose and delivered him fiom the 
ccmspiratora. The Tenffeanee of Philip waa complete^ howeTer, deepite of \ 
this rescue. Boniface cued soon aftefy of a fever oaused by the indignitiee^ | 
the hunger, and privation he had anfiered f 1303). 

Delivered from all apprehension by this Doldstrokei Philip was enabled 
to resume hostilities against the Flemings ; he purchased a fleet from the 
Genoese, and defeated the Flemish fleet. 1T(» himself marched against 
them, entered Flanders at the head of a numerous araiy, encountered 
them at Mons-en-Putlle, and won a great victonr^ (] o04). On hearing, 
however, that a new army of sixty thousand wad advancing against him, 
he consented to a peace *, by it he acquired French Flanders, with the 
towns of lalle and Douay, and setting their eovmt atUberty^ he reoognised 
the independence of the JFlemish. 

In the neantime, the king of Franco waa on the point of terminating 
hia differences with the pope. The influence of the French party haa 
caused the choice of the conclave to fall upon the archbishop of Bordeaux^ 
Bertrand de Goth, a mere tool in the hands of Philip. Tie was imme- 
diately sent for by Philip, who showed him that he "was master of th^ 
election, and t nuid insure the elevation of the archbishop, provided the 
latter would become his partisan. Bertrand de Goth grasped at the 
high o^furi and refused no leim^ . he promised to fulhl hvc demaudd iha^ 
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the king made of him, tmon^ iddeh was one to condemn tho mmorf 
«f Boomce, and eieulpate me maulten; and another to grant a sixth, 
lAidi Philip reeerred the lIKwrtf of thereafter specifying. This waa the 
aoadflDLnation of tlw oxder of templars. Beitnuid de Ctodi heeame po]^ 
CBment V. in consequence of thia intrigue. 

In 1305 the pope himself summoned the grand master of the templars, 
Jtmee de Molay, to Paris, where he was received with distinction by tlio 
king. Two years after, on Friday, the 13th of October, 1307, the 
templars were seized in ail parts of France — the grand master and sixty 
knights in Psuis — they were thrown into prison, and all the possessions 
of the order confiscated. The most abominable charges were hrought 
ig;ainat Hiem: — those of eomBdltinflr the most indee^t of erimet, of 
wwehippliig a Iwad, spitting on toe cross, and aTowing infideu^. 
Torturing the accused, and promising him pardon if he confessed, irere the 
cUsf and only modes of proof. Many, in order to escape tonnent, con- 
ftaed vliat their torturers put into their mouths; and these ayownla 
were canclusiye of their guilt. Fifty- nine templars were burnt at Paris ; 
s prDp<:)rtional number in the provinces. Clement V., in obedience to 
Philip, abolished the order. When the venerable James de Molay, 
graduate of the Temple, was brought to execution, he was said to have 
uttered, amidst protestations of his innocence, a solemn summons to his 
chief accusers, king Philip and pope Clement, to appear hefore the throne 
of tilw Almighty, one in fifty days, the other in the space of a year and a 
day. TheydiMwitldn these periods xespeetiTdiy. Fhilip expired at 
Fcotslnebleau, in November, 1314, from the fall of his horse as he was 
^rm^i^g in the forest of Fontainebleau. On his death*hed he was touched 
with repentance, and taking pity on his oppressed people, he besought 
his son Louis to moderate the taxes, maintain justice and order, and 
coin no base money. He was harsh, iraacible, and covetous; he put no 
restraint upon his wishes, and enforced his meanness with despotic 
power. No prince had recourse to more iniquitous and violent measures 
to supply bis treasurer ^ ho was biave, persevering, jealuus of his ii^htS| 
hut proud. 

FhiHp the Fair tnuunutled to his ioeocssors a power strengthened hj 
sn ahle ^vsnmen^ and amed with the irresistible weapon of right. 
Ha had Inatatnted the slates-general, called the burgesses of the towna 
soand royalty, and completed the work of St. Louis, by constituting a 

new monarchy, and by founding civil order in modem France. But so 
great a revolution could not be accomplished without considerable 
sacritices. This immense administration exercised a tyranny hitherto 
nnknoi*-!!, and introduced into the government the fiscal spirit. Philip 
the Fair, in order to provide for so great an expenditure iu a state of 
society in which industry did not as yet create wealth, had been the firat 
tehare raeourae to tatation, to mmscation, and to exactions of every 
Umif even to the falsifying of ooin^ which became in his hands, and in 
of hia anocessors, so deplorable a source of rerenne. 
The 8<nu of FhiUp the J^atr.— The Isodal aristocracy had not 
waited for the death of Philip the Fair to protest against the encroach- 
ments of royalty. Fnder the first of his three sons, who reigned one after 
another, a strong reaction broke out, in which the barons had at first 
tbi adrantage. The young Ijooisi sumamed JSutin from his disorderly 
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wrested from him. He himself tided hit enemies againet haa father^* 
former advisers. J udioial oombai was again reviTed» together with great 
disordeis in the finances, and continued outrages against the piibUa 

morals marked the course of his short and worthless reign. Charles count 
of Valois, brother of Philip, held the chief influence over his nephew, 
lie employed it to destroy Enguerrand dc ^larii^^ny, minister of Philip the 
Fair, whom he accused of malversation and goin rv, and whom he caused 
to be hanged upon the common gallows. Louis led an army against the 
FlemiugSy but was obliged to disband it, without a single action or 
conquest. 

But the retction was not destiaed to be of longdnntioii. Royalty had 
enteied on a path in which its Tery embarrassments prevented it from 
xetrograding. Louis X. wanted money : after having sold to the Jewi» 
whom Philip the Fair had driven from the country in order to appropriate- 

their wealth to thv uses of the state, the right to collect new treasure, he 
issued a proclamali Dn to enfranchise ail the serfs in the royal domains, 
on paying a certain sum ; and those who were not desirous of freedom 
he actually compelled to purchase it again^it their will. Thus was the 
work of Philip IV. continued. Louis X. died, it ia supposed, by poison, 
in 1316, after reigning one yeai-, eight months, and six daya. His twa 
other sons, Philip V. (the Tall) and Charles Iv. (the Fair), followed in 
the aame track. Philip V. died in 1322, alter reigning six yearsy and 
Charles IV. in 1328, after reigning seven years. In him ended the Qft* 
petian dynasty. In the midst of atrocious crimes and hideous ezeoulionB,. 
which stained France under their reign, order was OTorywhm dam* 
ing through the barbarism of the middle ages. 
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VI, WAK WITH ENGLAND. 

SECiiON I.— DECLINE OF FEUDAL FRANCE. 



A% rj., 1328-13iSO.'^Th0 tyitomlifai century was m Europe a 
period of compiratiye repose. Each nation was for the most part ocoa- 
pied at home, leooncllmg diecordaiit intereatSy atrng^ng to form some 
kind of system, and developing the natural resooroes of oommerce and 
industry. la France the royal power obtained ascendancy u ver its rtvals, 
repressing the great feudatories, putting the yoke of its legal authority 
orer the necks of all, balancing the power of tTbie nobility in the mass, by 
ca]i:iig the commons iLitu political existence, and securing the co-operation 
ui tiie clergy in resiatiug the encroaching power of Rome. In tlie interior 
the king ol i'rtuice had no longer a rival, Lke kmg of England even did 
Ima homage for his Frencdiprovinoea. Hia cousins reigned at Naples, in 
Hungary, and Navarre. He protected the king of bootland. He was 
surroanded by kings who regarded the oourt of Franoe as the most 
chivalrous abode in the world. As for the pope, he had not raised himself 
from the humiliation inflicted on Bonifaue VIII., and feared to be pursue 1 
a3 a heretic by the university of Paris. Philip of Valois contemplated at 
the same time to drive away Edward III. out of hia French provinces^ 
to place the inaperial diadem on his own brow. 

iFar agaimt Flanders. — But he knew not how to confide in the 
people, who had consUtuted the btrcngLk of iiia predecessors. Auibitiuus 
ind warlike, loving splendour and perilous adTenture, he had rallied tho 
pobiU^ aiound him* The oount of Flanders felt that he could with 
impunity harass and annoy the citizens of Ghent and Bruges, whose muni- 
<>|«1 piivilegcs he desj^ed. He calculated upon the support of the 
new king of France, who did not disguise hu oontempt for popiUar 
Ireedora, and the nobles were burning for a second revenge of the battle 
of Courtray. The Flemings, driven to extremities, drove their count 
away. The latt-er had not deceived himself. Philip VI. marched against 
the Flemiu^rs with a brilliant army, joined by nearly the entire of tho 
Flemish nobility, and took up p jsuioa near Cassel. The town was 
ji&pregnable, and the people of Bruges and Ypres shut themselves up in 
it Bat heing desirous of returning to their TocationSy they grew impatient 
&t the inactivity of their oppfments^ ventured upon giving hattle, and 
attacked the French in their camp. After the first surprise, the French 
rallied, surrounded and slaughtered the enemy : 13,000 are said to have 
fallen in the field, and 10,000 on the scaffold. The country was re- 
i^tabUshed under the yoke of the tyrant whom the people had expelled. 
(1328). 

Commencf'yneni of the War with England. — In tho mean while, the, 
^tlier of iflds^'ard III. had protested agauist the houiage which her^ 
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Bon had done to Pliilip. Hostilities were renewed on the borders of 
Aquitaine. Tlie count of Alen^on, brother of the kins of France, har* 
in^ learnt that the Engliah were nuking prepantuna fir war, had sur- 
pnaedthematSainte&andiasedthe waUaof thetown. Warbadbeeome 
imminent It waa» however, ten yean before it broike ont. Edwaid 
wiahed to create himself allies, rhilip, on the other hand, aeoured 
himself the support of his neighbours, of the kings of NaTane and 
Bohemia, and of the dukes of I^rittany, Austria, and Lorraine. Half 
Europe was eno;aged in tiiia j;teat feud, which the two kmgs were dea- 
tined to trausuiii to their successors. The pope offered his mediation in 
vain. It was a war between two nat ions, equally popular in England 
as in France, and which no intervention could prevent. The English com- 
menced hostilities by taking a Flemish town (1337). In the following 
spring Edward landed at Antwerp, in the hope of obtaining tiio aid of 
the Low Ck>untriea. He formed an allianoe with the Flemiah oitiaen% 
whoae count was attached to France ; more especially with Arteyeldf n 
brewer of Ghent, one of the leaders. The Flemings, who carried on m 
thriving trade with England, preferred joining that country ; butscruplea 
of allying with a foreij^ prince against their feudal lord, the king of 
France, chucked even the licentious citizens. To obviate this difficulty, 
Arteveld advised Edward to asanrae the title of king of France, which 
be claimed as a right. Edward was not backward in adopting the 
brewer's suggestion, aa act by which war was virtually declared. Philip, 
who had purchaaed the aid of the Genoese, and collected a fleet, burnt 
and pillaged Southampton. Edward gathmd a few ahips, crowded them 
with knights and archers, and sailed in pursuit. He found the Frenoli 
fleet drawn close to the Dutch shore near Sluys. He instantly ham 
down upon it, hooked vessel to vessel, and by fonning the decks into n 
platform, converted the engagement into one partaking of the character 
of a land-£ght. After au obstinate struggle, the French were defeated 
witli iniLnense loss, and their ileet was destroyed, A truce immediately 
followed, wliioh was subsequently prolonged. Philip had meanwhile 
assembled near Amiens a large army, in which there were four kings, 
aix dukes, thirty-six counts, and four thousand knights. For six ^ears 
ha oonatantly refiiaed to aire battle. Bioher than hia enemy, he wiahad 
to wear him out and mm him. The tMaaory of the king of Englaiid 
waa in Aot beooming exhausted, and hia aoldiera, ill paid, were disbandu^ 
The northern part of his kingdom was, moreover, invaded bv the Sootoh* 
He then yielded to the entreaties of the pope, and consented to eeaaa fiv 
a year this humiliating war for France. 

)Far in Brittany. — Brittany waa the theatre of a less direct hut more 
serious 8trug«:^Ie. John duke of Brittany died in April, 1341, after the 
campaign oi Flanders, without children. His succession waa disputed 
btitweea count Charles of Blois, uephew of the king of France, and tko 
oount de Montfort, a prince of Bfeitlan^. The oonteal waa aaniad befim 
the court of peera, who decided in fhvonr of the kin^f a nephew, Chaileau 
It waa necesaaiy to vindicate this rig^t by arms. Philip suppoitad 
CbarlM of Bloia; de Montfbrt had recourae to England, and did aaaaaga 
to Edward as king of France for his duohv of Brittany. The war was 
terrible. Philip Yl. pronounced sentence of death against all who fought 
in iavotts of Montlort. Charles of BloiS| having made himsaiCauatar of 
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Quimper, caused fifteen hiindrcd inhabitants to be massacred. Tho two 
rinU were iniprisoned by turns, their wives assumed the sword and ih(*. 
cuirass, sustained sieges, and c ommanded armies. Several gimthjinea of 
Brittauy, who were suapecte*! of keeping up secret commuoicaliona with 
the king of England, were decoyed to raris and decapitated. Edward 
TDined TeiiM«aoe. It was at the moment that his anm wm trlomphlng 
ia tlie aonth ; the yietoriooa English had adyanoed upon Angoiutee. 
Philip beeaae IHghtened, and asked neir auhsidies from the nation. 
Then he was compelled to turn to that people whom he had hitherta 
dis-dfiined. Tho states of the north assembled at Paris, and those of the 
Bouth at Touhmse, obtained the reform of some abuses, in compensation 
for the subsidies which they granted to carry on the war. This was, 
daring the time in which the destinies of France were heing decided, the 
firat symptom of national life (1346). 

(hwy.-^The kin^ of England had collected new forces^ Not haying 
nfflelent mliance in the ^apoattiona of hie aUias of the north amoe tha 
murdor of Aitereld and mlliam of Hainaiilt» ho reaolred to attack 
France in a frontier which he knew to he unproyided with strongholds 
and soldiers. He landed in Konaandy with an army of thirty-two 
thousMid men. The most populous and wealthiest towns of that pro* 
^nce— Harfleur, Valogne, Cherbourg, Saint-L6, Caen, and Lonriers — 
were taken and pillaged by the Englisii, who carried their ravages as far 
u the Isle of France, under the very walls of Paris. Philip could no 
longer refuse to fight. He had an army of upwards of sixty thousand 
nen, including six thousand Genoese eross-howmeni and he received 
niafeieements daihr. The English, helieying themBelyes in danger^ 
passed the Sc^e at Fassy, and marohed on Picardy, in order to apprcMtdi 
tlte Fleniuigs. Everywhere they found the hridges intercepted or 
guarded. Uwaid, howeysTy crossed a ford helow Ahbeville, notwith* 
ttandin;^ the resistance of one of Philip's lieutenants, and tho following 
day established his camp at Crecy, where he resolved to await the enemy. 
The king of France marched against him, and ordered the attack. Tho 
Genoese cross-bowmen received this order with a loud clamour; the 
•trings of their bows were saturated with the rain, and consequently 
vafit for use. " Kill the lasy rebels V said the oount d'Alen9on, and the 
Qenoesewere eompfllled to attei^; their elamovr was ineieased b]ra 
■toim of rain and thunderi and hy an immense flook of oiows whieh 
Weredover the armies, and was regarded as an evil presage. The 
cavalry of Philip rushed upon the foot soldiers of the king of England ; 
it wa^ not the battle of England against France, hut of tho English 
people against the French nobility. The English archers decided the 
▼ictnry. Eleven princes fell on the field ; also nearly an hundred nobles 
bearing ban nerp» twelve hundred chevaliers, and thirty thousand soldiers. 
Amongst them were the kings of Bohemia and Majorca, the dukes of 
Wr^ne and Bourbon, the counts of Flanders and Alenyon. Such was 
^ battle of Grei^t remaikaUe for the noUe blood ihed in it, and lor tbe 
brief spaee in wfauai it was decided. Though the defeat was owing in a 
frtat measure to the want of discipline and iU asstMrtment of PhUip's 
&^7, the chief cause in this, as in other instances, was the contempt of 
Freneh princes and nobles for the peasant levies and infantry, to 
wiuch they eyidently preferred the rabble of foreign mercenaries. The 
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dav after the action large bodiea of the militia of neighbouring mumck* 
palities tmvedf and ware ilaiightered by the Bngllah. Edward, oa tbm 
oontrary, relied upon hia oountry'a yeoiiieii» and oompelled hit knighle to 

dismount and fight Oil foot withthnn (1347). 

Edward left the Idng of Franoe, who had in yain endeavoured to rally 
the remains of his army, sorrowfully to retreat to Amiens. He went to 
lay siege to Calais^ of which he wished to possess himself in order to 
haye certain communication with England, and thus to prepare himself a 
landing point on the continent. The English drew their lines around it 
for upwards of a yoar, till at length the blockade bt ( ame no ( lose that 
the supply of piovi&ioiis was enLiitly cut oti, and the citizens were com* 
pelied to eat dogs, cats, and rats to keep themselves alive. They at lengtli 
•umnderadf hut only wbon they aaw tliat the beiiegeia had entrenched 
themeelves 80 atrongly that eren kins Philip, with an arm^r of a hundred 
thousand men at hie baok» was unable to approach to their laUeil The 
English monawhi howerery ineeneed at their long defence, would only 
grant them mercy on condition of six of their principal hurgcssea 
brinfi:ing him the keys of the town and caatle, with imthinj^ on but their 
shirts, and with lialtcrs round their necks, and so suhmitlmg themselv^ee 
to any doom he might pruuouuce. To send six men to what seemed 
certain destruction could not fail to be a terrifying proposition. The 
whole gan iaou was m dibinay ; but Eubtacc St. Pierre nobly volunteered ; 
his example was followed by five other patriots ; and the aix brave men 
appeared in the prewsribed fonn befoaner Edwaid, who only spared their 
Uvee^^ven after tbia touching proof of their excellence — at the entreaties 
made to him upon her knees by hia queen Philippe. He contented him- 
self by clearing this important key to France ol all its inhabitants! and 
made it a complete English colony (1347). 

. The king of England, master of so important a point, listened at length 
to the proposals oi peace of Philip; a truce was concluded belweeu the 
two kiiiLcs through Uic mediaUuu of the pope. The mibioi tunes of France 
were uuiiuunded, the provinces devastated, the people ground down by 
taxation. The king established by an ordonnancey without having 
leoourse to aa assembly of the states-general, the gaheUe^ that most 
odious regulation^ whieh reserved to the king the sole right of msikiDg 
^d selling salt throughout the realm, forcing each family to take ^ 
pertain quantity at an exorbitant price. A still worse soouige next devaa*' 
tated the kingdom. This was the time of the Black Pestilence, when the 
destroying angel stalked over the length and breadth of tht^ land. Even 
the ties of nature were dissolved by his fiery breath, ^f utaers deserted 
the cradle of their sick children, and children fled in eili i^ht from tlitrir 
dyin^ parents; and, to add horror to horror, superstitiuu tixed upi ri the 
^Jewb a:i the authors of the uaiamityi and they were destroyed wiih lire 
and sword in great numbers* 

Philip die4i after faanns eompensated for the losses he had incurred by 
the acquisition of Hontpclier and Maltat which the king of Hajoroa sold 
to him for 120,000 orowns, and of Dauphiay^ which cost him 200,000 
florins. Franc ^ now reached the Alps. 

JohnlLy 1350-1364.— John II., sumamcd the Good, the eldest son 
of the preceding monarch, prided himself on being the model of chivalry. 
li» copied the king of Bohemia, that adventurous monarch who had a^ 
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hut had the mmt of dying for France at the battle of Crecy. Like big 
MwTy be 0av0 biinidf up to the nobiUty, and like him was defMted« 
He was • miztura of integrity, veaknen, and paaaioii. Swayed laiy • 
IsTOQritei Charles de la Oerda, a Spaniard, this king, who was endea^ 

Youring to revive chivalry, caused the count d'Eu, who had been invested 
with the dignity of constable of France by his father, to be put to death 
on suspicion without trial. This favourite was appointed to the viU!ant 
office, and obtained AngoiUeine, which belonged to the young king of 
Navarre, Charles the Bad. Thijs prince, whom Charles had already 
de6[K)Lled of Champagne, assassinated the constable, and associated his 
cause with that of Edward III. H« was obliged to abandon his pre- 
' teoiions on the piovinoes of Champagne and me» but he xomainod tha 
QUMt dangennis enemy of the king of France. John 11., learning that 
the dauphin had inTited the king of NaTarre end others to a banquet in 
the eaetle of Bonen, set out from Orleans with a numerous esoort, aniyed 
atBouen on the appointed day, and arrested the whole company. Four 
gentlemen present were executed in froTit of the castle, and Charles 
himself confined in the Louvre. The family of Harcourt, that of the 
king of Navarre, and mciny noljl 's. renounced their aliegiaiice on learning 
this act of \nolence. They did hoinng-c to the king of England as to 
their suzerain, and declared a war of cxterminaliuu agamst " Jolm uf 
Yalois, calling himself king of France " (1354). 

Siaie9'€renerttl'^Th9 tntee with England, firequently intemipted, 
was finally broken in 1355. Edward invaded the provinoe of Artois^ 
thepiince of Wales that of Languedoo* John assembled the atatee- 
gBoeral of the north. He had already conroked to Paris the deputies of 
ttie entire kingdom, who had voted money on oondition of obtaining 
some concessions, such as reforms of abuses or conhrmations o( privileges. 
The states, without whom the king coidd no longer raiist; imports, held 
royalty at their mercy. They again imposed cuiiditions, d( ni inded to be 
assembled every year, and required that the money which they voted 
should remain in the hands of receivers-general appointed by them, so 
that it might not he lavishly squandered away. Four hundred burgessea 
sat in these states^ whieh were only composed of eight hundred mem- 
ben. It was from such economical l ai ls that the proud barons, now 
lewered to the rank of merQsnary soldiarsi eame to receive pay. J ohn 
wkhed by these means to secure himself a regular army. A knight- 
banneret received forty sous per day. But to pay all this nobility, the 
confiscations, the persecutions of the TiOmbards, and the falsification of 
coin no Ion L'or sufficed. Assut intions liad been formed in the provinces 
to oppose tbe imposition of ai biliary taxatiun. They required a regular 
unpocit to be paid by all orders, by nobles and prelates as well as the 
commona. The deputies of the states voted five millions of Panslan 
Uvres for a yeur, which were to be levied by a gab^Ue on salt, and by a 
tea OR everything sold. But the people would have neither gabelle nor 
tax* The states-general were obliged to abolish them the following 
yetTf and to replace them by a personal taxation — a species of poll»tax 
proportioned to the income of each individual, to which the king himself 
was obliged to submit. With the proceeds of this tax MXy thousand 
men were to be raised to terminate the war. 
. 2'he Rattle qf Foitiers. — The storm was brewing ii the south, . 
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The prince of "Walei, who had already given proofs of his provesa at 
Greoy, had penetrated into the very heart of France, and committed 
incredible luiyoo. Having only an army of twelve thottsand Wtaif fludlt 
of whom were Ibireign meroenarieflt he was anxioua to mardi into Nav* 
mandy. and torn a jimetkMi with the king of Navam and the English 
fovoe that waa assisting that monarch under the eommand of the aail 
of Lancaster ; but every bridge being broken down, and every pass 
guarded, he next directed his march towards Guienne. John overtook 
Sie black prince at Maupertius, near Poitiers, with an army sixty thou- 
sand strong ; and the prince having done all that could be done to pre- 
vent himself from being compelled to fight at a disadvantage, now 
exerted himself no less to avoid defeat even while so fighting. Talley- 
rand, cardinal of Perigord, endeavoured to bring about an accommo- 
dation. The Uaok pinee was not rdnetant to escape from an tmemj so 
greaify azceeding hu own fbrce. He offisred to lestoraall his oonqneals, 
and bind himself not to serve against France for seven yean. John 
inaisted tiiat £dward should surrender himself his msoner ; and the 
proposal was rejected by the prince as disgraceful. He gained a day's 
delay by the negotiations, which he failed not to employ in casting up 
entrenchments and fortifying the sides of his position. 

On the 19th of September, 1356, a corps of French knights was 
ordered to clear the road leading to Edward's camp. They were com- 
manded by B'Andrehen and De Clermont, the two marshals of France. 
Thev spurred on, not more than four being able to go abreast* The 
Eni^iish arohers, who Ihied the inside of the hedge, soon stopped 
the oaresr of the cavalry by tiieir amws ; snd the footmen, creeping 
through, stahbed faults and horses with their knives in the confusion. 
The tro<^ was routed, and fell back upon the dauphin's corps ; a body of 
English cavalry and archers, which Edward had placed m ambuscade, 
then charged upon the French flank : those commanded by the dauphin 
were seized with a panic, and fled. The English knights, who were 
hitherto on foot to receive the enemy, now mounted their horses, and, 
abandoning their position, charged down the narrow road upon the 
enemy, whom they put to the rout and drove before them ; the young 
pineea and manw of the French noblea taking flight The teserre or 
hindmost line, however, commanded by king John in person, atU 
remained unbroken. Its numbers doubled those of the English army. 
John, fa»itfM"g his enemy's mode of fighting, and desirous to cut off 
from himself and followers all possibility of flight, gave orders to dis- 
mount and combat on foot. The fresh division of the French charged 
the English under their marshals, lords Suflblk and Warwick, the French 
monarch striking down enemies with his mace, while his youngest son, 
Philip, afterwards duke of Burgundy, piously kept eye and arm buBied 
to defend his sire. Here the battle raged with tne greatest taiy and 
slaughter, the English striving to make the king of France pvmoner. 
At length, when meat of his nobles weie either slain around him ev 
taken, Jolm called 01^ ''"Wliere is my cousin, the prince of Walea 
Edward was not near, and the king was obliged to give his right glove, 
in token of surrender, to Morbec, a knight of Arras. Others crowded to 
claim and dispute so rich a prize, not without danger to the person of the 
mooarob, until loxds Warwick and Cobliam arrived to defend him. The 
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battle of Poitiers, aeoordiiig to FroiBsart, wfts better Ibinght tlitn that of 
Crecy, thouf h not so bloody. The duke of Bourbon waa the only prince 

slain, thougn many nobles perisbed. The number of prisoners was im- 
mense, more than doubling that of the English army ; amongst them, thir- 
teen counts and seventy barons, besides the king and his son. The confiiot 
laf?tf (! from mom till noon. The black prince earned more honour by 
his treatment of the captive king than even by his victory. John was 
treated in, every way 8S ft florflreign ; he mm eheered, pnueed, and erm 
Wilted on at table, by Edward. The entry of the zoyal eaptiTe into 
Loodoil wae marked by the some deference. Ker was this neie eniptjr 
politeness* The king of England and his son did not take the utmost 
advantage of their victory. The right to tho crnvrn of France, which 
they flenied to John at tho head of his armies, thoy no longer disputed 
with John a captive. A truce was concluded for two years. The 
English were content with their booty, their rich prize, and their ample 
lenown. 

Stephen Marcel. — CharleSi the daunhin, during the captiyity of his 
iiiQker. convoked the states^g^eraL The popular pptrty, wno eonstitoted 
hidf of Ihe assembly, and who were nnder the mfluence of Stephen Hueeli 
provost or ehief of the municipality of Paris, seized upon the government; 
after the defeat of the nobility, power naturally reverted to the borgesiei. 
Stephen Marcel hnd already fortifirri Paris and armed tho people. Tho 
States demanded that the ministers shrnJd be tried, and that tlie council 
of the prinee should in future be composed of four prelates, twelve 
lords, and twelve deputies from the commimes, to be named by them- 
selves. The king evaded these demands, deprived of subsidies, and tried 
the old experiment of issuing new and debased monev — ^in spite of the 
•olenin. eneagements he had made to the contrary. The states met again 
^ followmg year ; Ihe dauphin had made no refonos, and presented 
himself to the deputies amrounded by the same ministers. The country 
was in a deplorable state, mutual hatred between the nobles and peasante 
being general. Stephen Marrel and the bishop of Laon, Robert le Cnrq, 
drew up a statement of grievances. The y (^rmanded the removal of the 
obnoxious ministers ; the right of the deputies to meet twice a year, in 
order to superintend the execution of the laws : that a committee of their 
own body should be permanent, to aid the dauphin with its counsel j and 
doally, that the legal gold and silver coinage should be re-establishedy 
which dionld theneerorth undergo no ehange, save with the assent 
of tike states-general. The dauphin was compelled to yield to these 
damandsy but, ere long, thwarted by the committee of surveillance of the 
states-general, he informed them tbat he no longer required their ooonseiy 
and forbade their assemhlinpr. Ho had left Paris, where the presence of 
the popular chiefs gtoor! in the way of his dcBigns ; but in consequence of 
an insurrection, and the oxlifiiisted state of his finances, he was under the 
necessity of once more summoning the states-general. Marcel, sur- 
rounded by an armed miiltitude, made his way to the presence of tho 
dauphin, and, by his ordefi the marshals Clermont and Conflans were 
aisssaerod in Charles's nresenee. Maxcel made the young prince put on 
tile Mtf^MniMi, or cap, wiiieh was the symbol of insurrection, — aeircum- 
itance repeated in after times of similar turbulance and misfortune. The 
other towns and provineesi howeveri dreading the substitiition of odo 
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^nmny for tnoihtry ^ not appnm of the bold notions of I3ie Paridaai. 
Qiampagney OBpoctsUj^ declared against them, and the dauphin wtm 
enabled to collect an assembly or statea at Compiegne which con- 
demned the acts of those of Paris. The provost Marcel released the 
king of Nayarre from prison, in order to procure an eminent leader for 
the party. Despite of this, the dauphin's influence prevailed; Marcel 
was slain in a tumult, and the king of Navarre driven from the capital. 
Thus ended this popular attempt. The dauphin returned to his capital, 
and, after executing a number of the leaders, signed a treaty whioh 
terminated the ciTif war. Meanwhile the ktda took advantage of the 
tuimoil to endeavour to force the peaaante back into the &udal yoke, and 
the peasants, arming themsdtvea with dube and pitchforks, rose in a mea 
and murdered the nobles wherever they were able, and pillaged their caatki. 
This popular insnrrectinn was calk a the Jacquerie; a name which some 
say it derived from Jacques (James), the common designation for the 
peasantry ; though others, with as much probability, trace it to the jacks 
or jackets they wore. The most fearful deeds of horror were perpetrated 
in the struggle, the adsaiitage at first reuiaiiiing with the Jacques. 
Three hundred ladies of rank, with the duchess of Orleans, were obliged to 
take refuge in M€auz, from the exasperated peasantry. Captal de jBoeh, 
a Gascon knight in Edward's service, flew to their rescue, skughteved 
seven thousand of the assailantsi and, to crown hia revenge, burnt the 
town of H^aux. 

TSreaty o> Bretigny, — Edward had fixed so high a ransom for the 
delivery of the king of France, that the states had refused to ratify the 
proposed pear e. Ho prepared for fresh hostilities. He landed at Cilais 
in October, 13oS, with a powerful army, resolved to ravage those parts 
of France that had not yet seen his banners. Ue was, however, 
not able to enter Rheims, in whose cathedral he wished to crown himself 
king of France* The dauphin had placed all the great towns in a state qf 
defence. Negotiations were opened at Bretigny (1360) ; Edward ga^e 
up his pietenaions to the crown of France, as well as to Kormandy. All 
Aquitaine and the provinces south-west of the Loire were ceded in full 
sovereignty to England, as was the country on the sea-coast from Calais 
to the Somme — three millions of crowns were to be given as the ransom 
of king John, who was, within a short time, liberated. Though the 
peace concluded at Bretigny was not broken, still many of its stipulations 
remained untiiltil]ed. The most flagrant instance of bad faith was the 
escape from England of one of the hostages, the duke of Anjou; either 
feom, this cause, or firom a wish to negotiate with Edward, John returned 
to London, and died at the Savoy palaoe in the Strand, in April 1364. 
John was valiant, though weak; generous and honourable In many 
jnstances, but at times cruel and revengeful. As a warrior he was 
unskilful, and too much addicted to a luxurious style of living ; bi:t the 
quality for which he is entitled to the l-ii^^hest praise, and in w!ii( h bo | 
gloried, was keeping his promise inviolate, iie was otherwise totalijf I 
ignorant of the duties of a sovereign. 

i 

SECTION XI.— F&EKCH BfiACTXOK. 

' Charht F., 1364-1380 (fMnimcdl Me FFtie).— The soil of king John i 
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ImkI many duasten to retricYe; being timid, sickly, andy mofreoTcr, 
OEOeedingly prudent and crafty, he did not like to make war personally ; 
and he also knew that France was exhausted and stood in need of 
repose. lie everywhere substitutpd order for anarchy, directed his 
goYemment with firmness, and without aignalising hia reign hy any 
great victory, he succeeded in recovering ail the provinces which the 
treaty of Brctigny had alienated from the crown. 

War in Sbtin. — The war of Brittany was at length terminated by the 
triumph of ifontforty at the battle of Aoray (LS65). The worst eonse- 
quences of war continiied to afflict and weigh upon Franoe notwitlistandinff. 
The bands of mercenary soldierSy in great companies, which lent their 
sopport, on hire, to the respective monarchs, were now left, without pay 
or ccrvice, to prey Uf on thi land. Chariot employed Du Oucselin to treat 
with these bands, and bribe them to accompany him across the Pyrenees, 
to support ilenry of Trastamare against his natural brother Peter the 
Cruel, who wr»s the ally of the English. The stru^^glo commenced in 
Spain. Peter the Cruel was driven from Castile, but the black prince and 
his warriors, impatient of repose, espoused the part of Peter, and, 
attacking Du GueecUn, yanquished and took him prisoner. All these events 
tamed to the advantage of France. Peter the Cruel refused to pay the 
expenses of the expedition as he had promised. The victorious army, 
destitute of everything, and weakened by the burning climate of Spain, 
to compensate themselves came back to pillage Aquitaine, whilst Peter 
the Cruel was again driven away by his natural brother Henry of Tras- 
tamare. The Aquitanians appealed to the king of France, who summoned 
the black prince before the court of peers. The reply was a resolve to 
obey the sumiaons at the head of sixty thousand men. The threat waa 
lua. War was declared. The prince caused himself to be carried hi 
a litter at the head of his army, and in this state took Limoges. But his 
malady gained upon him, and he was obliged to return and embark for 
Xn^^iand, where he soon after expired. Charles the Wise was not a 
ipftnaroh to let pass such advantage. Du Guesclin was made constable, 
«nd commanded against the Eni^li^h. Still he had strict orders to avoid 
giring bn'^tle. Tn^t^•ad of conhning their ertorta to a defence of their 
provinces, the Kngiish marched from Calais across the whole extent of 
Franr e to Bordeaux, ravaging the country, and exciting the hatred of tho 
papulation, without gaining their object of exciting the prudent Charles 
to a general engagement The strength of the English armies was thus 
wasted in marching and bravado. Du Gkiesclin watched every oppor* 
tonit^ of gaining a partial advantage. The presumption of the English 
gttriaon at Chiitey, which attacked very superior forces under the 
command of the constable, afforded a triumph to the latter. The capital 
of Poitiers revolted, and opened it^ gito^ to the Frenoh Roehelle 
followed its exnmple ; and this province, the prize of the victories of the 
Uack prince, were again lost to the English. 

The king of England had seen Scotland, notwithstanding several 
bloody battles, re 'established in its independence under the house of 
Itatft. He lud lost the greater part of the eonthiental possessions of hia 
aaoestors. He was, therefore, compelled to yield to the exhortations of 
the pope. By favour of a truce, concluded at Bruges, ho was enabled to 
doss in psaoe a long reign^ the termination of whidi had been signalised 
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by defeats and weaknesses. Tie died on the 1st Junp, 1377, in the fiftr- 
first rear of his reign, leas than t^elye months after his heroic son ; and 
the ticeptrcs of KnyftTi^ and A^uitaina were thus left in the feeble handa 
of a minor. 

Thu advent of a prince, a minor, the unfortunate Richard II., appeared 
to Ghailes T. a dromnUe ciieumatanoe to raome hostilities. Tiw 
French armies took the Add. The admirali Jean de Tienne, offectad a 
landing in the oounfy of ^ent The duke d'Anjou and the constable 
made uiemselTes masteia^ in the south, of one hundred and thirty-four 
strongholds, towns or castles. Du Guesclin then repaired to Nonnandy, 
and took from Charles the Bad the plac es which he still possessed. He 
was about to achieve the conque8t of Guicnne and Gascony, when he died 
at the siege of Randan. Thus terminated a life which had been so 
glorioua and useful to France. The English now only possessed some 
maritime towns on the continent, such as Calais, Bordeaux, and Bayonne 
(1380). Cbailes Y. dU not live to eomplete the deUyerance of hia 
kmgdom. He had been daelining ioat some years before his death, and 
bis physteians declared that his life eoiild only be pre8er\*ed by keeping 
open an issue, and that if it dried up be must assuredly die. In 
he received the fatal vaming : the issue dried ap, and could by no mesna 
be kept open. 

The distinguishing feature m his character was prudence. He pos- 
sessed an extraordinary command of temper, and was kind and affable to 
all. Frugal and aconomical in his personal expenses, he vet knew how 
to be magniEccnt and liberal unon proper occasions. He loved and 
enoooraged men learning, and bad himself received a more extended 
•duoation than was at that time customary among princes. He died flto 
same year as the constable^ afflicted by three great revolts, which broke 
out simultaneously in Languedoc, Flanders, and Brittany^ and which 
betokened the fatigue and exhaustion of the people. 

Govp-niment of Charles V. — ^TTis reign had, nevertheless, been a period 
of Lonijxirative repose for France, and, at the same time, of glorious reaction 
against the foreign yoke. He had seen the evils of France, and had 
endeavoured to cure them. But they were so deeply rooted that all hia 
wisdom could not nrcvail against them. Only relying unon himself, he 
had not favoured tbe progress of popular liberty. * He seldom called the 
states together, or, when he did, it was upon a few chosen deputies that 
he bestowed the name. He usurped to himself the power of levying 
taxes, by proceeding in state to the parliament, there holding what was 
called a bed of justice, and ordering his Ifivs or levies to be registered. 
Distrusting tho nobility, he destroyed a great number of their castles 
under the pretext that they might serve as places of refuge to the 
armies of Edward. He strictly caused the ordonnancos which forbade 
private wars to be observed. He favoured commerce, and instituted a 
marine to protect it. Literature had not yet had in the kings of France 
a more aeaLous and mierona protector. Theatrical entertainments ware 
first introduced into T*ranoe under his reign. He received and wdcomed 
at his court learned men from all countries, founded universities, had 
the Bible and the Commentaries of Gsesar translated into French, and 
collected 900 volumes of manuscripts in the I^ouvre^ which were tha 
origin of the fioyai Library. 
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oommenccd tx> revive, when it fell into the hands of a child, a maniao* 
The ambition of the princesy'his unisleiy divided and exhausted it, yielding 
it up famished and bleeding to the enemy. It was a fearful period, full 
of treason, of spoliation by the great, and of fearful acta of retribution by 
the people. But at length nationality bocime anmsed by the hatred of 
foreijifn dominion. France, betrayed by its masters, who knew not how 
defend it, was destined to be saved by the people. 
Minortiu and Intaniiy of Charles VI. — On the deatii of im father, 
Charles YI . wbm molj th&teen years old. Hia three uncles, the dukes of 
Anjou, Berry, and Burgundy, were like so many kings who desolated 
Franoe in his name. The majoritir of the yonng prinoe did not terminate 
tlwar qoAzrels. Whilst Charles Y. was expiring, the duke of Aojon 
oommenoed by pillaging the royal treasure. It was necessary to proclaim 
new taxes. Revolts broke out in Pari? , in Rouen, in Compi^ne, and 
tiiroiigbout the whole of Picnrdv. It was iraposaible to obtain a 
farthing frura the people. At Pari-; a man, mounted on horseback, 
assembled the multitude, and aimLtunced that the king's treasury had been 
rubbed, and that on the fuliowiug day a lax would be levied on provisions, 
after which he galloped away amid a shower of stones. The people rose, 
and in^ided the arsenal I6r tlie purpose of seiaing arms, but only finding 
leaden mallets, they armed fhemsel vea with tfiem, and murdered the tax 
collectoEB. The government, intimidated, was oUiged to treat with the 
mob, but caused their ringleaders afterwards to be sown into sacks during 
the night, and thrown into the Seine. 

There were bloody revolutions on every side. The cruelties and 
exactions of the duke of Berry, governor of Languedoc, drove the people 
into the ft»r< sts, v^ hero they formed bands of robbers, called Tuchins^ long 
the terror of ihu iii>bi(js and the rich. The Flemish burgesses, who were 
iuieuiubl in supporting their privil^;6s and independence, were continually 
at war with toe nobua. The conquerara had no pity for the Tanquishea. 
More than once the entire population of a town was put to the aword, 
Bheima, Chalons, Orleans, Uois, and Beauvals awaited the suscess of the 
Hemings, to massacre their nobility. Charles YI. resolved to advance 
upon Fmnders. The men of Ghent alone numbered thirty thousand, well 
armed, and under tlio command ot Philip Arteveld. son of the famous 
brewer, the all}' of Kd ward, and evt-n more popular tbnn him. The Flemish 
army was exterminated at Roscbicque, between Ypres htuI Courtray. 
The body of Arteveld, IVuiid on the battle-field, was hung u\)nn a tree, to 
leach the rebels tliat even death could not exempt him from, punishment 
(1382). The war with Flanders had, however, not yet terminated. 
Charles YI. was obliged to return and to treat with the English, who 
^gsin threatened France. During this time, his undo, the duke of Anjou, 
asdlT marched to the conquest of the kingdom of Naples, with an army 
yAaek was destroyed in uia AWuzzi, by disease and famine, without 
having fought. Paris as well as Ghent had been vunquifthcd at Rose- 
heo^ue. Oa their return the king's uncles chasUaed the capital ibr the 
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revolution which had made them tremble the year before. Some of th« 
principal citizens were aent to the acaiFold, while others had their goods 
confiscated. All the anoi«nt and most onerous taxes, the goMk^ tihe duty 
on sales, as well as that of e&tiy, were declaied hj ro val ordonnapoe to tie 
eitabiiahed aaew^ and tbe pmAgtl towns of tine kmgdoDi wm yidM 
with the same piinlahmwit and ewMtjonSi 

Ohailea YL exhausted the last ivaonrces of the state in ttteiy in fhiitlM 
expeditions, and in interminable preparations for war. Nevertheless, in 
the midst of his unbridled loye of expenditure and pleasure, he frequently 
manifested good intentions, lie had removed his unclcB from the 
government, and abolished eome of tho taxes of which the people had 
fihown the greatest impatience. Ho Biirrounded himself witla the wise 
ministers of his father. The nobles hated these men of the law, sprung 
from nothing, these apes C numnouseiUa J, as they called them, l^ie duke 
of BiittaoT bad eodeaYOoied to oause one of tho king^s obief advisan* tke 
eonstaUe Do Qissoo, to be assaasfnated, and vsAiasd to give up the per- 
petrator of this outrage, Charles YI. mttrched against him. As he was 
leadiiif his army from tho town of Xia Maas, in a burning day of August, 
a maniac rushed from an adjoining wood, seised his bridle, and told him 
he was betrayed : soon after, tho spear of one of his attendants fell on the 
helmet of another ; the king was alarmed, and thought of the menaced 
treachery. The fright disturbed his reason, and, drawing his sword, 
Charles attacked his followers, slew some of them, who made no resistance, 
till he dew at his brother, the duke of Orleans i they then perceived his 
loss of reason. He was denriyed of his aims, and zeoonducted to Paris. 
For the xeouunder of hii life Gharki VI« eontipaoi a maaiao, though bib 
phieniy had lueid intenrali of abort duraiioiu After having bemi Icmg 
deeUning In health, he was seiied with an ague, of which be died in the 
palace of St Fol (1 422), baying surviyed bis riyal, Henry Y. of Bogl«iid| 
scarcely two months. Even in his lucid intervals his mind was weak, 
and incapable of deliberation, and thus, during his reii^, the gOTcmment 
was unstable, the court distracted, and the nation reduced to the very 
brink of ruin. France, for the space of thirty years had no regular 
government, and \s as rtmt by civil and foreign wars. It may be truly 
said that this reign was the must disastrous period of her history. 

Differences beiwem tkt DrnJbef qf Bmrgmidf mid Orktm^^The 
duke of BoiigaidTft Philip tho fiold, aesBinad die reioa of goTonuieiit 
The regency woidd appear to haye bekmged to the brother of dko kiog^ 
Louis of OrlefUQ0» who was then in his twenty- ^rst year, or to hia qooeiiy 
Isabella of Bavaria. This usurpation of Philip the Bold, was tiie 
beginning of tho xiyalrjr whiob diyided the two houaea of Orleaaa and 
Burgundy. 

When PliLlip died, his son, John the Fearless, succeeded to his preten- 
sions with atili more ambition. lie was the richest prmee in Christendom; 
he possessed Flanders, and wao about to have Braljrant, and had k idded 
the heiress of ilaiuauU and liolland. He thought he could undertake 
ever>'thiiig, and determined to retake Calais from the kin| of England. 

The young duke of Orlsana oaoaed the txpeditioii to nil by piilH^ing 
the treasury. John retained to Paris with Ease in bis heart. He thevs 
found his riyal, who boacted ofhoviii|:raGeifed the favours of the duchess 
ofBurgmidj* A hoilow tnioe and foBped leooBfliiiation took placet Iho 
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pbiem tUpt m tti6 same bed, in token of perlbofc Amity. TIm rmy 
eyening that tacoeeded this dose renewal of intimaej, A band of assassins, 
set upon the duke of OiliiM^ and kilM and aTea aiaiigUd him with 

their hatchets (1407). 

The widow of Louis of Orleans, the amiable and virtuous Valentine 
Visconti, demanded justice from the king, who promised to avenge the 
murder of his brother. But John, far from hiding his crime, openly 
tTowed and justifted the assassination of his nephew, hiring at the same 
liaa ft uiiliauitf io&Um la argue publicly the justice and praise worthi* 
■waf tiieaot ^ Tjranftiy'' aaid the doctor, plaaa thamaalvaa abo?a 
and beyond the law ; to piiniah thaaa faoanne must ba had to maaaa 
bafond tha law* it ia mtf tha yery powerful and noble who can oom* 
mand theee means, and, conaafaently, with them principally it becomea 
a duty/' The poor king wm jtnaant vith the whola of hia oonrt at thia 
strange preaching. 

Thus the duke of Burgundy dared to hazard everything. lie was a 
popular hero. He had undertaken a crusade against the sultan Bajaxet, 
who had boasted that some day he would cause his horse to eat oats from 
the altar of St Fetar at Borne. The bloody victory which he obtained 
afar Ilia people of Liege noways djimlabad hii popularity at Paria* On 
lhaaeatntry, tha parUr of tha aana of tha duka of Orlaana, who had 
sworn to avenge their nthas^a mnidBry was in general that of the nobiiii^. 
itfoarailad itwif in the aouth, under tha infloBDoe of count ArmagnaOy 
• Gascon nobleman of powerful influence, whose daughter the young 
duke of Orleans, who had attained the age of manhood, had just married. 
The rivalry of the houses of Orleans and of Burgundy was at the same 
time nearly the war between the south and Uie north against the 
nobility — a fearful war, in which both parties summoned to their aid the 
enemies of France. 

Both «daa nflHiananii ynA damtetiona and massaore, Keyer had 
tfiaftreigneiaooBniiUlsdaMhftaxfiil xavagaa. The Armagnaos ovenan 
Ifca country and tortured the peasantry. At Paris the murdeier Oahoeha 
armad the butchers in favour of the duke of Burgundy. The princes of 
Odma offsred the king of England half of the kingdoaiu Charles VI.^ 
in the power of John of Burgundy, proclaimed them enemies of the 
state, and marched against them. The Cabochians laid violent hands 
on the Armagnacs. All attempts of peace were unavailing. Some of 
the citizens of Paris took arms against the butchers, and delivered the 
dauphin from the yoke of the Burgundians. Bur^ndy was oblieed to 
fly, his party, deprived of the supi^ of the Parisians, was roiUed, and 
tookvafllgalnnuBdank Cttuidaa vL laarabad m peraoa itganat hhn at 
die head of Ilia dmagnaaa, besieged and took Boiasona, of whioh tha 

W^ffM^im n# mmxry agn »nA — « lahiManly m^nnnvpA. Arraawaa 

next invealad; but the Aimayiacs becoming di^usted at the tediousness 
of tiie siege, as the Burgundians had been the previous ^ear at that of 
Bourges, an accommodation ensued, which only rsauUod in a Uoody and 

frighSfal an archy (1414). 

Battle of Agineourt, — Whilst France was thus occupied and torn 
by civil contests, Henry V. claimed the fulfilment of the promises which 
had been made to him, landed at the mouth of the Seine, sat down before 
Harfleur, and took it after a month's sie^ Dysentery waa daalmating 
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his army; tia soldiers were dyinc: in sv^'amis; and it is doubtful 
whether a single one would have i eiumed to England, if there had been 
«t that moment • mm worthy of the nam at the -behii <tf afiedn in 
Fnuloe* But tiie dieaenBioiifl amongst the nrinoei eifen fimNwed the 
Tiews of the foreigners. In order to avoid vu eolliaiooy it waa neoeaaary 
to prohibit them from joining the army wfaieh W«B going to oombttt the 
En^Hsh. But these injiiflelionft were ^Uaregarded. The constable 
d'Alb ret encountered near the villa!^(> r>f Aqnncourt Henry Y., who waa 
hastening to his town of Calais. Henry wished to treat, otfered to prive 
lip Hiirfleur, and to abandon all his pretensitms Tipnn France. The eon- 
stubltj would not listen to him ; he < ame euiaDgled in a field which had 
been lately sown, and was soaked m iih rain ; the trampling had converted 
it into deep mud, and it was with difficulty that the horses, bearing men 
in heayy armonri eoold eztrieate themselves or perform anght lihe a 
ohaxge. Ten thousand of his men were massacied, and the Frendi were 
eompdetely routed. Of the nobles of France, some fought bravely, otheia 
aurrendered and were taken as captiyes to England (1415). 

Massacre of the Armagnacs^ and Murder of John the Fearless, — 
The duke of Burgundy ^v:ls moxQ eager than the king of England to 
tiirn the disaster of Agincourt to account. As soon as he learnt the 
defeat of the French he marched upon Paris, where the recent death of 
the dauphin had still further complicated events. The people were 
incensed agaiiibt the Armugnacs, who had so ill defended the honour of 
the country ; some of the citiaens opened one of the gates of Paria to 
the Burgundians in the night. The Armagnaos were touted, the oount 
himself and his principal supjporters were seized and imprisoned* The 
hutohen and all the Burgundian rabble that had been exiled retiiined# 
and vengeance on the Armagnaos became the general cry. Those sua* 
pected of frivouring the Orleans party were massacred. The prisons, 
full of unfortunate vif tims, were forced by the populace, and all found 
within were slaughtered. When the populace had got possession of the 
ChS,telet, the prisoners were summoned one by one, and as they issutd 
forth theix heads were aLruck off. Four bishops and two pailiauientary 
presidents perished In this sanguinary prelude to scenes that disgraced 
the same spot at a period nearer to our times. Count d^Annagnao him.* 
jelf did not escape (1418^. Even yet tiie hatred of partiea was sot 
satiated. Whilst Henry Y. was waging an atrocious and implacable war 
in Konnaady, the two rival liMtions continued to destroy eaeh other. 
The next year a similar massacre again took place under the very eyaa of 
the queen, who had given herself up to the Burgnndians. 

When Henry V., however, had made himself master of Rouen, there 
was a moment of general stupor and of truce between the two factions. 
The duke of Burgundy found himself at the mercy of the populace. 
The counsellors oi' the dauphin listened to proposals of peace. Henry Y. 
had eazried the town of Fbntoiae by storm ; his soouta had arrived hema 
the gates of Paris. The duke of Burgundy and the dauphin had m eon* 
ference together at MeluUf which was followed by an apparent xeooQp 
ciliation. But the Armagnaes, who did not wish to see the influence 
which they had over the young prince divided, enticed the duke of 
Burgundy a month after to another interview, on the bridge of Montereau. 
He had no sooner bent his knee before the dauphin, than he waa pushed 
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down and struck with an axe ; the blow was followed up by others, and 
the duke of l^urguudy fell murdered at the feet of the dauphin, who did 
aot deny his participation ia tne deed. Thus John the Fearless encountered 
a fate simllir to that which he had .inflicted on his rival and nephew, the 
Uke of Oileans (1419). 

Tke Kinff qf En^tmd ai Parl9.— The aoa of ^ohn the FeaiieM 
joined the English to avenge hit father. Henry caused the poor idiot 
Idsg to sign a treaty which gave hiony together with the hand of the 
prmcess Catherine, the title of regent pending tho incapacity of the 
ling, and the crown of France at his death. This fatal treaty wa«, 
nevertheless, received without a murmur at Paris, and in many of the 
provinces. The pftHiament sanctioned it, and condemned tlic daujihin to 
banishment for the uiurder of the duke of Burgundy. Ali the princes 
did homage ; those who were prisoners in Engli^d offered to recognise 
Hmry Y. to obtain their liber^. The Eogliahman was seated regally 
in the palace of St, Pol and at Yinoennee} adminiitored the hiw, and 
faiaed taxes. On Henry's death, he left two kingdoma to a dhild onlj 
nine months old (1422). 



8BCXI0N IV.— JOAN OF ARC— BXPULSION OF THE ENGLISH. 

Charles VIL, surnamed the Victorious. — The dauphin, hetrayed by his 
own adherents, and abandoned by the towns of the north, had retired to 
the provinces ^tbe sonth. Whilst the two hrothm of Henry Y. reigned 
ai Paris in the name of their nephew, whom they had caused to be 
piroclaimed at St. Denis king of France and England, a nnall kingdom 
was being organised at Bourges, where Charles VIL had his parliament, 
his states-general, and his university. Brave chiefs such as Harcourt, 
lift Hire, Duno!<^, Birhnzan, and Saintrailles. The earl of Buchan and 
marshal de ia Fayette had defeated the English at B aiige, where the 
duke of Clarence was slain. " The little king of Bouiges, as Charles 
was called in derision, gave himself up to pleasure far from the theatre 
of war; the Scotch troops, which the constable iStuart brought to his 
service, were defeated at Crevant^ and the royal army was routed at the 
biMle of YemeniL Haroouit, Aumale, and Narboimey as well as the 
«arla of Douglas and Bnchan, were slain. 

The Siege qf Orleans. — The English at length resolved to etrike a 
blow that should finally crush the hopes of Charles. They laid siege to 
Orleans, the principal town and support of his party, its chief and la^ 
stronghold. Charles no^ felt that the struggle was for his crown. Hig 
bravest captains flimg themaeives into the place, and iwcry exertion wad 
made for a vigorous and successful resistance. The enterpriise under- 
taken by the English was arduous. Orleans, washed by a broad and 
rapid nver, could not, but with great difficulty, be invented. The earl 
ef Salishnry flftt endeavoured to cany it by assault, hut was dain by a 
stobe from an engine. Lord Sulfolk, who sucoeeded htm, undertodK the 
hopdem tsdt of a Uoekade; but as the town was^ways free to ingress 
nd egress, at least of warriors, the operation was rather a campaign than 
a siege. The bastard of Orleans, La Hire, and Saintrailles, were the 
hstoiis of tfaeFrendiu These three French leadersy with John Stnan» 
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constable of tlie Scotcli, attacked an Engliah convoy under Sir John 
Faatolf; they were routed, and the ScotUi, with their leader, were 
slain to a man. It being the time of Lent, tlie oonToy was of kmrin^i, 
and the action U known hj this name, liie Sng^isih still wtained tbnr 
superiority, and Orleans was not likely long to hold out, when a pe^ 
•onage, entrustedy aocoiding to popular belief, with a celestial mi^n^^ 
fm n^ to pluck courage from the hitherto stout h^rte of the besiegera, or 
gtT6 it, with all the enhancing force of superstition, to the French. 

Already the report had spread that Charles VII., despairing of being 
able to preserve his kingdom, had decided upon withdrawing to some 
distant retreat in Provence, when Joan of Arc presented herself before 
the king at Chinon, and declared that she would deliver France from the 
JinglisK She was a young girl of low oonditioxi, the maid of a 
village inn, a native of Domremy on the Meoae* Anhnaled by a saeied 
love for France, ahe beliered hmelf summoned by a divine inspkatioa 
to leetoie the fortimea of the royal house. It is probaUe that there 
anunilteed in many hearts the same ardent wishes for the reeene of (he 
ooimtry as had raised these hopeful visions within her own, and it was 
not long before the king perceived the advantages that might be dra^ 
from her enthufiiasm. The purity of her life, the simplicity of her 
language, ber strange enthusiafim, gained upon all ; she convinced and 
caused herself to be respected even by this corrupt and scoffing court. 
She was clothed in armour, mounted on horseback, and shown to the 
people as the heaven- appointed deUverer of France. The wnkf fiuyt of 
this yoimg girl sitting her steed with the ease and grace of an aoeon* 
plish ^ wamor. was hailed as a triumphant testimony in her favour ; 
and so the maid of the Tillage inn, wi^ a white standard in one hand 
and a drawn sword in the other, set out for Orleans at the head of the 
hnireat diivalry of the time. 

The "Rtiglifth were confounded by this supernatural -^uaitation ; and 
when they actually saw the maid of UrieanB, as ahe was now called, sally 
forth from the city at the head of the gai rison, they were seized with 
astonishment and dismay, driven from their intrenekiuents, and, in line, 
as the dauntless giil had foretold, compelled to raise the stee* The 
coronation at Kheims was the next thing to be acoomplished* But how I 
The whole country between was in the hands of die SngUsh, whose 
aimies Ihe roads, and whose troops garrisoned the towns. Gbariea 
Imiiltjiteil ; but when the maid insisted that he should begin the maroh 
imaiediatdT, he complied, ^ough able to muster only twelve thousand 
men. The English hosts retired from the presence of Joan of Arc. 
She ied the kin j:^ in triumph, as she had promised, to itheims, where he 
^ras crowned and anointed with the holy oil. 

Burning of Joan of Arc at Rouen. — The maid of Orleans deemed her 
mission now accomplished, and wished to return to her peaceful village 
of Domremy. Iler entreaties to be released from a position whiflh, wraa 
unsupported by religious and patriotic en t h i isiaJi m , had heeome ^gjhtfiil 
to her feminise tastes, wm met by oounter-entreaties on the part of the 
Ip'n g and his fiunons leader, Dunois. Poor J oan yielded. She haafeened 
towe siege of Compi^gne, and in a sally at the head of the garrison was 
l>y the £ngl^. Her capture was consi-iered tantamount to a 
tiotovj} itwaa one, howoTer, re^iete with aishonour to the FmgliJu 
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They bouiid and used eyery cruelty towards the hapless maid of Orleans ; 
nUed accusations of sorcery against her whose only crime was man's 
int duty, to make a leligion of patiiotism. With all the nmasmeaa and 
ouelty of inqiiifitorBy they laid anarea for her weakaeaay and employed 
erery effort to ahake her own confidence m her own parity and virtoa. 
8I10 yielded a moment under their menaces and false promiaea, through 
exhaustion and hunger, hut she always rallied hack to oourage, averred 
her holy mission, and defied her fof's. She was humt in the old market- 
pkca at Ron on, " a blepsf rl martyr " in her country's cause (1431), 

Expulsion qf ike English. — The duke of Burgundy, who had been 
appomted regent under Henry VI. hy Bedford, felt a terrible responsi- 
bility weighing upon hi 01. Iio became reconciled to Charles, who 
ipared no sacrLnce to win the support of so powerful a aubicot. The 
aa^lfiat poaaihle amende ▼ere made for the murder of the late duke. 
Ihe towoa h^ond the Somme were oeded to Burgundy, and the reigning 
dake waa eiempted from all homage towarda theldng of Fraaoe* Booh 
was the fiunooa treaty of Arras, which restored to Oharlea his throne, 
Rnd deprived the English of all hopes of retaining their conquests in tho 
kingdom. Paris shook off the English yoke, and Charles VTT. entered 
hig capital, after t^'pnly years' exclusion from it, in November, 1437. 
Thenceforward the war lost its serious character. Charles was gradually 
established on his throne, and the struggle between the two nations was 
feebly carried on, broken merely by a f^w sieges and enterprises, mostly 
tatfaediaadvantage of the Engliah* 

Whilat the king, who waa reauming his power gradually, ezefted it in 
OTdonnanoee, the nobility, or rather the princes of the blood, be^an to 
plot againai the monarch. The king took into his pa]^ the rcmama of 
the firee companies, and converted them from banditti into regular 
Boldiers, so that the unruly barons had lesa chance than formerly of 
disturbing the public peace, and the people more chance of enjoying tho 
fruits of their industry. The nobles threw themselves into SLveral 
places, and commenced that odious disturbance called the Fraoucrie, 
wiiich might have raised anew the hopes of the Engliah, if division had 
not thrown itself in their ranks after victory had abandoned them. 
Ohariea YII* pnxaoed the rehela Into Champagne, aeised npon thcdr 
lartlaa, nd cauaed the baatard of Bourbon, one of the most active 
fomentors of the treason, to be sewn up in a sa k and drowned. Tl o 
d&uphini who had at firat joined them, rendered France tiie service of 
leading against the S^nss cantong the turbulent bands of adventnrerg 
y^'O pillaged the country and starved the towns ; sixteen hundred gallant 
S;\ iss kiued upwAida of ten thousand of them at the battle of St. 
Jacques, 

Meanwhile hostilities with England were suspended. The English 
lirty was disorganised. Sufl^lk wished to have the support of France 

tut the duke of Qlouoeater. who deidred a*oontinuanoe of the war, 
marriage of Henry YL with the beautiful Maf||aiet of Anjou, whom 
katook without dowry, led to hopea of an approacmng peace j noVBTflhe* 
Ml, the war lasted Ave years longer. i)unoia inraded Normandy^ 
a^rwards Quienne ; moat of the great towna annendered| Bordeftux 

Mding out the lono^est. 

IhA entire kingdom waa now delivered from the presence of foreign 
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annies. TkB town of Calais remained to the Englush, the only fruit of M 
much blood ipilt and so many yictories achieved. Charles YII. did not 
even attempt to take it from mem. According to the treaty of Arras, ha 
could not have retaken it except to giyc it to the duke of Burgundy. The 
latter, uniting; under his sway French provinces and the entire of the low 
countries, was henceforth the real rival of the king of France. 

The last years of Charles were embittered by the conduct of his eldest 
son and successor, Louis XI. The dauphin had married against his 
father's wishes and command, and was summoned to court to answer for 
hifl oonduct ; but titet attempting a rebelUom he fled to Philip the Good 
in Burgundy, where he reeompensed the hospitality with whidi he was 
received by aettins the duke at variance with his eon. Tho nuatieaa of 
Chai'les, Agues oorely enjoys the reputation of having animated the 
indolent king to succeaml exertions against the English; she died (1450), 
as rumour went, of poison administered by the dauphin, and the king him- 
self, full of dread, refused to touch food lest it pliould have been tainted 
by tho same deadly arts: he died of starvation (1161). Possessed of 
excellent abilities and a good heart, Charles occasionally acted with 
vigour, but he commonly suffered induienc© and love of pleasure to &ti^ 
all his better <^ualities. 
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SECTION I.— LOUIS XI, 

SUteqf ^rmmm ik§ Aeemim^ of Xawt Ja,^ mtrnamed ihe Nero ^ 
A«M«.— The work of niilip the Fair was not jet oompleted. The 
feudal Byttom, of which the l^iiita had attacked the principles, 
«^ laaintauied itself through the wealth of the great feudatories. 
Since the war with the English it seemed to have resumed its former 
FTar. The kingdom was composed of twenty-seven provinres, twelve 
of which retaaioed in the possession of dukes and no'int'^, mostly 
related in some de£>:ree to the king, and who had nut sulfered 
tiem^elves to be deprived of any of the right* belonging to the 
crown, and scarcely of that of making war. The dukes of Orleans 
ad Alengon, the counts of Foix, Armagnac, and Comminges, thoee of 
vbom the king ww ot OQOe the aoTereign and the susefauiy had 
tbeaiseiTea profited hy the anarchy to reoorer their hidependenoe. They 
We Icings in th«rir own tenitorieei and recognised no law either human 
or divine. The ooont of Armagnao styled hinuelf oount by the grace of 
God. AboTe these proud barons, were the houses of Brittany, Burgundy, 
f'nd Anjou, which vied with the royal house in splendour and power, 
'iae duke of Brittany almost regarded him^olf as a etranf^er to France. 
The duke of Anjou possessed Anjou, Provence, Maine, and Lorraine, 
^hufl Burruufiding on all sides the king's dominions. Aj for the duke of 
I>';rgundy, he was the real chief of feudalism. lie possesdod a vast 
kiagdom covered with opulent towns and strong castles. The elements 
of wtiich this great power waa compoaed were^ in truth, too jamng not to 
Wome djaiinited ere long. 

la the general diamay the hopes of the people were turned towards the 
Hng. The king, in fact, repressed the disorders of the troopa of banditti 
▼hich infested the roads and levied contributions upon the peasants, he 
r^ained the feudal courts of judicature, leaned for support upon tho 
towns, and knew on occaj^ion to show that no rank was placed above the 
W. Iiouis XT., nirireover, did not seem disposed to harass the country 
by fr^h wars, preferring negotiation to combat. He dressed himself 
tteanly, and surrounded liimBclf with persons of low extraction. He 
■idethe barber Olivier geiilleman of his chamber, and Tristan I'Ermite 
^ <!illed his crony. He thjis gained the love of the burgesses, as well as 
utbitndof thendblest and waa enabled, not without much diffieulty, 
Wever, to raiae to five milliona the impoata which under hia fathai^s 
'■ga did not amount to two milliona. 

As soon as he found himself on the throne of Charles YIL, whose daya 
^« had shortened by his intrigues, he no longer hid his impatience to 
hmlik the ariatoeraoj. He diamiiwed hia fsther'a miniaters ; he renewed 
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the alliance wluch Charles YII. hadocmtnusted with fheektona of liaat, 

the implacahle «wnmi— of liie dukes of Buigandy ; he deprived the due 
of Bourboii of the goYemment of Guienney the duke of Brittany of hia 
high jurisdiction over the bishops, and endeavoured to deprive him of hia 
regal rights. But it was, above aD, against the duke of Burgundy that he 
directed his encroachments ; he endeavoured to establish a salt tax in hia 
states, took from him the towns on the Somme, and deprived of the 
lieutenancy of Normandy his son, the count de Charolais, afterwards so 
celebrated under the name of Charles the Bold. Francis Sforza had 
despoiled the honae of Orleans of the duchy of Milan, and aided in drivina 
tiiAt of Aniou from the kingdom of NflplM. In tetafn^ Loala leoogniiea 
Bfom M ante of Milan, gave him lip Savfltteai^ 
a traaty oflSmaive and defensive with him. The ioftiiar ordar of nobility 
waa not apiied; through the repeal of the pragmatic sanction, it had leel 
the influence and profits of its right of appointing to benefices ; they were 
even deprived of the right of chase, and those who infiinged thif 
law, Louis XI. caused their ears to be cut off. 

League of the Public Good. — EfforU of the King against the N'oblet.^ 
At the funeral of Charles VII., Dunois had said to the assembled nobles : 
Let every one think of looking after himself; and a general understanding 
to unite against the common enemy was come to. The count of Charolais, 
flie doke of BriUttiyy the duke Jolin of Gakhiiey Uie 00 
tiie dukea of Bourbon end Nemomy fire hmndied prinoas, 1niighta» mia 
esquires entered into a vast plot| wbioii they called the Leaguo of 
Pomio Oood." Proclamations were scatterod, addraiiod to the people, 
complaining of the tyranny and £iult8 of the government, and deolazijig 
that the nobles had taken up arms " solely for the public good." To this 
almost universal coalition of the nobility, the king endeavoured to oppose 
the towns. He abolished nearly all the taxes, organised a council of 
burgesses, and of members of the parliament and of the univeni^i end 
to flatter the Parisians, confided the queen to their keeping. 

The duke of Bourbon ^ve the Erst signal of rebellion (1465) : the kins 
emahed him, look ftom lum the Bomrhonnaia andAnvergne, and signed with 
him and the duke of Nemooia the tnai^ of Baixiiy iHiioh waa net oheui miL 
There waa no cohesion in the attack of the conMeratea. The duke of 
Brittany only joined the principal army after the battle of Monthl^y, 
which remained undecided. On this the king entered upon inaidions 
negotiations, concluded the treaty of Conflans with Charolais, and the 
treaty of Saint Maur with the princes. He ceded everything they asked 
for: to his brother Normandy, which of itself yielded a third of the 
king's revenue ; to the count Charolais the towns on the Somme ; to all 
the others strongholds, seigniories, pensions, and ready money. It waa a 



But the king evaded and yiolated the tr8atiea» He took advantage of a 
lehellioa in Licee and Btnant to take heok Konnandy , canaad this proYliiee 
lo be deoleied laaepenhLe ftom the crown by the a tat a e g s a a ael { 
thieeleiiiiig the dnlu of Brittany in his capital wilii an army :f forty 
thousand men, compelled him to abandon the alliance of Burgundy and 
England. The league had been formed anew. Louis XI. went himself 
to Peronne to see the duke of Burgundy, and to endeavour to win him 
ores. Bat he had hardly axzived these when tidinga amved that ***'^thy 
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rebellion had broken out in Li^e ; the duko held his enemy in his povrer, 
and was averse to sparing him. He, neverthelebs, contented himself with 
keeping liim. a prisoner, and made him restore to him the full possession 
of the territoriea which, by the treaty of Conflans, he had only hold by 
Drecarioufl tenure, and finally required that Louis XI. should accompany 
bn to ibe liflge of liege, to stifle in fhe blood of the inhaUtaati t 
iMIioiiiiiikhliehimafilf hadftirrediq^ Later, the king did not £dl to 
ORMllie atatea to annul that to which £0 had sworn at Pcronne (1468^. 

KefarthdaM, he had been defeated a second time. The power (d Ida 
enemies seemed to have grown with all the efforts he had made to crush it. 
Such was the p^andeur of the duke of Burgundy, that he received amhas- 
sadors from all Christendom, and that one of the electors offered him the 
imperial crown. All that the king had in his favour was, that the people, 
cruelly disabused about the results of the league, stood in need more than 
ever of peace. The nobles once more gave up France to the foreigner. 
They summoned the king of Arragon, Juan II., who demanded back 
BounUon, and tlie king of England, Sdward IV., brother-in-law of 
dakaof Bmfimdf, who, aa iiaual, olauned hack <*1ub kingdom of France.'* 
Lnk either extrioated himself, or was extricated, ftom all difficultiea 
nQ)eoting hia hrotiier, by the death of that prince, which took place 
SQodenly and opportunely. A poisoned peach, which was presented to 
bim, and of which he himself and his mistress partook, occasioned 
the death of both. After the death of the duke of Guienne, Louis 
harassed, combated, and won over the confederates one after the other, 
Kpuiaed Juan from Roussilon, and profited by the truce of Senlia to carry 
on aeeretl^, by means of the poiiiaid and poison, a war of extermination 
^pmst his enemies* When Edward lY., who had been induced to 
|m8e ¥amoo by the dnke of Borgondir, landed, the duke, instead of 
jjiniag him, kapt hia troops employed in the conquest of Lorraine. 
£dwaid, who loved pleasure even more than glor^ , was bought off 
l^uis, who penaitted him to keep his kingdom of France, on oondltioa 
he returned immediately to England (1475). 

This treaty, concluded at F^quigny, decided the duke of Burgundy to 
sign a truce. The duke of Brittany, on his side, was likewise brought to 
treat, and the league, re-formed for the fourth time, was dehnitively 
(iioolved. 

^ffr 0/ ihe Duke of Burgundy ayaiast the Swm, — Louis XI, and 
^%<d0s ^ Bold had mutually given up their allies to each other ; Charles 
proaiied to abandon the king of Arragon, and deliyered the constable St. 
Pflltadie king, who oanaed him to be tried before hia parliament, and 

■ftcrwaidl beheaded in the Place de Grbve. On the other hand, Louis 
^^e up to tbe ambilion of the duke of Normandy, the Alsatians, the 
oviag, and the young duke of Lorraine. This infamous treaty proved the 

^Qin of Charles the Bold. He had conceived the design of re- establishing 
the ancient kingdom of Burgundy on a large scale. He had entered 
If'TWie, made himself master of x^ancy, and put the young duke to 
»'glit All the princes of the empire roso and collected an army of 
y Itt mdred thousand men. Tiic Swibs united in league with the 
^■■trisDs, their old enemies occupied Yaud, which belonged to one of 
^ allifli of QhirleSi and defeated the dtikd of Burgundy's troops at 
Mirisgeii 
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Louifl XI. urged on Charles the Buld with all his power in the wir 
against Germany ; he Hiew from experience, siaoe the battle of St. Jacquea^ 
the value of the Swiss. He took good care not to aid them, lest he 
should frighten the duko) and remained at Lyons with a strong army, fer 
the purpose of watching Uie motions of the dukci and to profit by hii 
leverses. 

Charles, withont taking time to consollt^afe him^plf in Lorraine, 
snarehed a^^ainst the Swiss. He besieged Granson, and caused the garrison, 
which had surrendered on parole, to be dn>wned, and then advanced to 
meet the Swiss army. All at once he bclu Id them rush down from the 
mountain tops crj'ing out, " Granson I Granson 1" Charles was offering batlie 
In a hilly region, where his numerous cavalry could prove of no advantage. 
The battle became instantly a rout, the Burgundians and their dmLS 
fiedy leaving indeed few of their number, as the Swiss had no cavalry to 
pursue, but leaving behind immense riches, four hundred pieoet of 
ordnanoe, and three hundred tons of gunpowderi which gaye the 
conquerors the means of continuing the war. 

Atter this battle of Granson, the allies of the duke of Burgundy began 
to forsake him. The duke of Milan, who three weeks before had treated | 
with Chai'les, the duchess of Savoy, and the duke of Brittany attached 
themselves by fresh oaths to the fortunes of the king of France. The 
duke of Nemours was besieged in Carlat, and made prisoner. The old 
king Bjine d'iljijou, threatened by the pariiament, solemnly renounced 
his allegiance to the duke of Burgundy, and left to Louis the rich sac* 
cesijion of the house of Anjou, then about to become extinct. KeviP" 
theless, fortune had not made Charles the Bold wise. Enraged at 
having been vanquished by the Swiss, whom he despised, be attacked 
them again, lie remoulded an army of Flonihip-<', nf Lombards, and of 
English, and encamped at Morat, within six leagues of Berne, and 
instantly inv^'sted the place. The Swiss attacked his camp, and forced it ■ 
after R most ubstinate resistance. The massacre was fearful ; they killed 
upwards of ten thousand Burgundians, and when time had decomposed 
the bodies of the slain, the bones were collected in a chapel, called the 
Ossuary of Morat, which for ages remained as a trophy to Swiss Talour 
and independence (1476). 

Charles at first endeavoaved to bear with ill*fortune, and to collect a 
third army. His towns were exhausted of men and of treasure, his 
nobility tired of the war and decimated, fie saw himself ahand<jiu»dfaj 
all, and fell into n state f'f the most profound desperation, ^loney was 
wantin«^ to his enemies, and Louis XI. supplied thrm all with it. The 
young: duke of Lonaino, aided by the Swiss, returned to his ducliy, took 
back ^ancy, fortified his principal towns, and, with an army of twenty 
thousand Swiss, still in the pay of Louis XL« he marched against Chark a 
the Bold, who had laid siege to Nancy. Charles, although reduced to 
three thousand men, would not ** fly buove a child.'* Betrayed the day 
before by the Italian Gsmpo-Basso, with whom Louis XI. had baigained lor 
a long time for the life of his adversary^ he, nevertheless, accepted biide. 
and was killed, with all who had escaped the dissstam of GtanaoiL and 
Morat (1477). 

XV^Jr a'ffifnfit MaTtmUian of Austria. — Tlic denth of tlie duke of 
Burgundy left the Held undisputed to the king of Jb ran«e* He alleged 
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that the duchy was a male fief, and seized upon it, the duke nnt having 
left a son. After this, he couqucrod without difficalty the towDS (>( t^.e 
Somme and Artoia. He hoped tu actjuire the t utire heritage of Ciiarleii 
tho Bold, by marrying the dauphin to hia daughter Mary of Burgundy. 
Bat the states of Flanders bestowed the hand of their sovereign upoa 
HazimaiaQof Aiutm. This wm one of the canios of tho power of th» 
lioiue, and of its three oentnries' rivalry with France. Louis XI. took 
tranche- Gomt^ (or Baigimdy), which he had already onee taken and lost. 
And, after the bloody and undecisive battle of Guinegate, he concluded 
the treaty of Arras, which secured to France the possession of the con- 
quoH provinces, Franche-Coratd and Artoi'^, as dowry of ih«' daughter 
01 Maximilian, who had been promised in marziage to the dauphin^ 
Ckrles Vill. (1481). 

PoH'^j of Louis XL — Sine© Louis XI. was delivered from hia most 
ruduubtable enemies, he followed up the humbling of the nobles and the 
aggrandbement of the domaiuti of the erown with the most undaunted 
pefsereranee. He confiscated the duchy of Etampes, purchased the 
nghts of Nicole of Blols from Brittany, caused the duke of Kemours to • 
be bdi^ed, dictated to the nephew of khug B€ne the will he should make, 
ntaiaed the count of Perche in prison, and garrisoned all his towns. Of the 
three great feudal powers which existed on his aocession« none lemained 
but Brittany. Thus his task was about to be consummated. France was 
approaching to unity. But at the same timo the royal power was almost 
lioundless. The nobles in vain endeaToured to recover from the blow 
■'.'hieh had struck down the heads of the constable St. Pol and of the 
'lukc of Nemours. Reduced to miserable backstairs intrio^iios, they 
became the accomplices of royalty whea tkcy could no loii^^cr bw iu 
idwBsries. 

The death of Louis ZI. was hastened by three sucoesiiTe strokes of 
•poplezy, the last of which he surriyed a week, and presented one of the 
moit awful pictures the imagination can oonceive ; he exhausted erery 
power of medicinO) doTOtion and artifice, to prolong his existence ; relioa 

▼ere brought from dl parts, and a celebrated hermit was sent from 

^alabria, whose prayers ho conceived would restore him to health. He 
died at Plessis lea Tours, and was buried at Xotre JJarae de Cleeyy near 
Orleans, a church which he had caused to be erected (1183). 

Louis was insidious, absolnte, and tyrannical, and of a most treacherous 
■Od deceitful disposition, ilis liiaxiiu wad, He who did not know how 
todusemble, knew not how to reign." But with aU he was a politic 
ottnarch, for the kingdom was greaUy advanoed and improyed by him. 

SECTION IL— REGENCY OF AX2*^E OF BEAUJEU. 

Btatn- General of 1484. — Durinj^ the last two years of his reign 
wnis Xr. had become concerned a!)out the future, and had tnken his mea- 
jTfci that the po A^er he had founded should not perish wilb him. He left 
2^ throne to a child. Hia daughter, entrusted with the re«^ency, continued 
Wlicign. She cuduavoured in the outsut to win over the nobles by 
ttOmg them to the council, but she soon perceived that it was safer to 
W for support upon the people. The stttes-gentoral were convoked, 
niilip Pjt, one of the memherS) laid down the maxim^ that thesoyereign 
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antfaoiitf thofmifl^ and tenitorially resided In the people, indHiiiit 
WMtbe eoMpeleney of the people to regukte hy their r^reeentativei iSbB 
fueitioni of the sucoeeuon to the throne «nd the regency. The ttatee 
•doptttd theee principles, and exercised the sovereign authority over the 
gOTemment of the state during the minority of Charles YIII. They 
confided the {guardian sbip of the king to the lady of Beaujeu, and formed 
a council of if^-ency, in wbith their delegates were to hayc the principal 
influence. Having also claimed the right of determining the amount of 
taxation, they reduced it to one-half, tixing it for two yearsj at the end 
of which they vf ere again to be called together. Upon other questions 
they only addressed petitions to the king. Their demands were imprinted 
wm pnlbund wisdom. Thui. to l«ttimc»» tho Hen^iiat^ or oonunons, 
prayed ti^t the people should be sheltered ftrnn the exactions of the tsar« 
gatherert «id from the violence of tiiesoldiaiSy and that the latter shoiild 
be sabfeeted to a stiiot disoiptine and to the ordinary tribunals of justice ; 
that only the same nnmber of Izoops should be maintained as in the time 
of Charles yiT.: that the portions of the domains of the crown sHil 
alienated should ha taken back again to serve to defray the expenditure 
of the king ; that all uselcps offices should be abcdished, the salaries cf 
public sen ants reduced, plurality of offices be forbidden, and that ail 
pensions should be either diminished or suppressed. The three orders 
prayed that no citizen should in future be deprived of his natural judges 
or draiiyed of tlie right of appeali that the Ibrms of legal proceedings 
dunudbe striotlj obsetredy and the expenses attendant thereon fixed iml 
diminished ; that no magistrate should be r^noTed from office unlees It 
had been oonyioted of haying betrayed his trust; and that the lodges 
siumld be named by election and presentation of the tribunal where a 
yacancy should take place. They further prayed for important reforms 
relative to commerce, such as the prohibiting of any kind of trade or 
business being carried on by officers of justice and finance, the sup* 
preEsion of smn^::gliDg, the abolition of duties levied on merchandise 
transported from one province to another, and a variety of minor but 
equally useful reforms. In short, the states seemed most willing to 
introduce so sweeping a measure oif mnoymtion and amsilioratioin, yrhen, 
the lady of Beaujeu, growing alaimedy dissolTed the assemhlj* 

VnUm of BriitMfio l^vmee.— The dnke of Orleans, seeing thai Ae 
deeurion of the states mm interpreted In a manner to exchide him frtmi 
the soyemment, endeayoured to oany off the king, to make h iM el f 
poptuar in the capital, and to bring its citizens to declare in his favour. 
In short, he tried every expedient to shake the authority of the king*? 
Bister, and endeavoured to form a new league with the enemies of royalty 
and of France. The lady of Beaujeu kept down the rebels, awed the 
archduke Maximilian, and crushed the duke of Orleans. This mad war 
was resimied several times. A portion of Europe entered intx> the league 
of the princes against France ; but each haying difficulties at home, the 
triumph of tiie lady of Beadea beoame easf. She oanied olr ite 
hrfrcsa of Brittany from the arcfaduke Maiimilfsn, and made Chariee YUL 
espouse her, Aoeording to the terms of tiie marriage contract, whatew 
events might ooour, Brittany could not pass into other hands than those 
of the king of France (1491). Thus at length France had attained tkal 
imitj whidi waa to make her redoul^ble to aU Europe. 
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SECTION I.— CUAULBS'TUI. 

fUpsnqdom of Naples Conquered and Lost, — ^AIl the nations of th« 
iHt, like finmieiiy thorn of the north . were about to Buffer thranaelveil 
to be led beyond the Alps. Chanes YIIL. on reading the Htm 
of Ghirlemagne and OmaTy had been seised with an inordinate thirst 
oonQOMt He dreamt of making the rights which he had inherited from 
the houBe of Anjou prevail over the kingdom of Kapleai and afterwardf 
of driving tbe Turks out of Europe and raise up again the eastern empire, 
labia impatience, he purchased peace from the king of England, and did 
Qot hesitate to restore E-oussiUon to Ferdinand the catholic, and Artoia 
and Franche-Comte to Maximilian. After this, having confided the 
gojtmment to the lord and lady of Beaujeu^ he collected an army of 
ttirty thousand men, an artillfery of on© hundred and hity cannons, the 
pactised in Europe, and threw hunaelf into Italy. He had hardly 
ufioent reeonroea for a Usw days. As soon as he bad pasMd the frontier 
M Taa obliged to pawn the diamonds of the duchess of Savoy. 

Amidat the disorder which prevailed in Italy all summoned the Frenoll 
t J their aid. Ludovico Sforzo had usurped the duchy of Milan over bis 
^^fipliew, then in prison, and needed their aid to maintain him self there. 
The princes of San-Severino could not avenge single handed the massacre 
of the Neapolitan nobility ordered by Ferdinand of Arragon. The 
^w^inal of St. Peter implored the king of France to come and deliver 
Borne from the tyranny and the scandals of Alexander VI. The monk 
SftTaaarola awaited the scourge of God " sent to punish the sins of 

tikUie s^proaoh of the Fre&oh t6e difoent ^monies crumbled away of 
ft — lilm* Pisa emancipated itself from the Florentines, Florence drore 
{>W|f die Medici, the old king Ferdinand died of fright, the pope shut 
VuQKlf tip in the castle of St. An^elo, whilst Charles entered the capital 
the Christiau world by torchlight ; his men all armed, with lance in 
rest, betokening that he came as a conqueror. Then he treated with this 
Pjpe, loaded with crimes, whom he might "have deposed, who, as soon as 
French were gone, conspired against them with the Arragonese. He 
Mfttiotted this military progress, which he deemed a aeries of conquests. 
•Wnso II. did not conaider himself safe at Naples ; he abdicated, and 
M refuge in a convent in Sicily. Although his son Ferdinand showed 
^jjouelf net wanting in either pnidence or yalouri his troops fled from 
^ posts at the ml^ indication of attack. He esci^ to Ischial and 
^Wes made his triomphant entry into Naples, in the nudst of a people 
^ho irtievedflowsia on nis fassaget and who called him the libeiator of 
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By his policy he did all he could to lose his conquest aa soon as he had 
achieved it. lie raised the nohility a^ainsthirnself by talking of restrict- 
ing the feudal juriadictions aa in 1 raucei and the peuplc by icaying it 
to the mercy of the aoldien. The ftaitiaaiis of toe hoiiae of Anion, 
whioh had been deepoiled for sizty years, ezpeeted reetitatioBB, inSM 
Charles was only ocenpying himadf about toamamentB and tttea* M 
the end of three months the KeapoUtans irere ▼eary of the Fkench yoloe^ 
and the French of Naples. 

It was time that Charles VIII. should return to his kingdom. All 
Europe was alarmed with his conquests. For the first time, kings 
leagufd to^f'ther to prevent that the excessive air^rraridisement of one 
atate im i^hi threaten the independence of others. The system of European 
cquilil)! ium be^^an to be conceived, diaries VIII. hastened to return to 
I'lauce at llie head of scarcely ten thousand combatants. He met at 
Formoaa the army of Italian confederates, nearly fifty thousand men 
•trong. The French darted with impetuosity upon the enemy, and in 
leas ^an an hour put them to flight (1495). 

But whilst the conqueror was thus proudly fighting his way out of 
Italy, Ferdinand was reooyering his kingdom of Naples from the French 
who had been left to guard it, and the pope caused Savanarola to be 
burnt for his sinister predictions. The hatred of the Italians for the 
French name was the only trace which remained of the expedition of 

Charlus VIII. 

Charles (iiud of apoplexy, occasioned by striking his head against a 
gallery; tijis event occurred at Ambrose in the twenty- seventh year of 
hia age. In him ended the direct line of Philip de Yalois (1498). 

His greatest fault iras a love of gaming, and iiis greatest misfoitune aa 
impatience of temper that alwaya led him to new projects. At the age 
of twenty-two he was the most powerful soyereign in Europe, ha^nr 
shaken off the power of hia sister^ and giyen liberty to the duke cc 
Orleans, 



SECIiON II.— LOUIS XII. 

Conquest of the Duchy of Milim. — Italy was destined to continue a prey 
to foreign inyasion. Charles YIII. having died childless, left the throne 
to the duke of Ofleansy who, to the daima d his predecessorupoii Kajpiei» 
added those whidi he pretended to inherit from his mndmother, VatAMtna 
Visconti. Louis XII. won oyer pope Alexander Yl., by the gift^ hh 
son, Ca;sar Borgia, of the duchy of YalentinoiSy and gained to his interest 
the Venetians, by the abandonment of Cremona. He then invaded the 
Milanese. Its duke, Ludoyico, who was detested, was betrayed, and fled. 
The conquest had been achieved in twenty driyf, and was Foon lost again. 
The contiscationa practised against the Ghibeliue parly, the exigt nries of 
the soldiers, their dissipation and impiety, stirred up the people. Ludovico 
hud only to appear to resume possession of ids duchy. On this, a second 
army came to join the first, and encountered the duke's troops near Novara. 
There were Swiss in both camps : those of Ludcyico would wt Mit 
against the bsouer of their cantoui which they saw in the opposing rawck 
Xbey sufiBered theLombflzdsand the Albanese^ who ferrsd wiUi theoi nndic 
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tlebnam of the duko of Vilan, to be mawyred, md allowed the duke 
to oiiigle in their nuiln, doihed as one of their loldieni. Their tareaeherj, 
lutverer, or the vigilaaoe of the Frencli, disooyered the imfortunate 
Ludofioo in the Swiss ranlu^ as they marched out of No vara. He was 
taken and coaveyed to France^ where he was confined in the castle of 
CbinrjQ until he died. Thus Louis subdued^ for the aeoond time, the ducfa^ 
o£ Milan (1500). 

T%e Kingdom of Naples Conquered and Lost a Second Time* — Louis 
XII. had no hupes of conquering Naples, unless he could obtain the 
amtance of Ferdinand the catlioLc. He formed an alliance with liini, to 
diride betweeu Llieiii ilie kingdom, to the exclusion of its reiguiug 
SMBttch, who was of the illegitimate race of Arragoo. The pope haTing 
ifaoit^ulated for his share of tbe spoil, sanctioned the iniquitous contract 
between bis catholio ma|est7 and t^e most christian king. The unforta- 
nate Frederick, who reigned at that period, called the Spaniards to hia 
aid, end when he had introduced Gonsalvo de Cordova in his strongest 
|ilaces of Calabria, Loiiia XTI. and Ferdinand acquainted him with their 
conTention. The French took Capua, which had been deemed impreg- 
nable, br storm, and horribly massacred its inhabitants. The Spaniards, 
oa their side, invaded Apulia. Frederick surreadered at discretion, and 
vas conducted a prisoner to France (loOl). 

This odious conquest soon engendered war amongst the conquerors. 
GoDsalvo was first blockaded and reduced to eztremi^ in Barletta. But 
I'enlinuid dallied wiUi Louis XI L, by the perfidious treaQr of Lyons* 
ttd made use of tito interral to send potent succours to GonMlro. 
Notwithstanding all the courage of D'Aubigny, and the exploits of 
Bayard^ the French were defeated at Seminara, atBonoo, and atGerignola« 
Louis XIL, exasperated to the uttermost, made supreme eflforts, and raised 
three armies. Two of them were intended to conquer Roussillon, and to 
invade Spain from the side of Navarre, the other to reconquer the kingdoai 
of Naples. They all failed. All the allies of France failed him at the 
same time. The Venetians had already betrayed him. Pope Alexander VL 
and his son, havmg invited a cardinal of whom they wished to rid 
themselves to sup with them in a yineyard, drank the poison whi<di tbey 
hidiatended for him. The pope expired soon after, and bis son's life 
W wed only by means of antidotes and a strong constitution. Julius IL 
Mmed the tiara, and took &om him all his fortresses. The French 
anny was dispersed cm the banks of the CarigUano, in consequence of its 
indiscipline, the inclemency of the season, and the attacks of the Spaniards. 
Shortly afterwards, the fortr ess of Gaeta was the only post in the king- 
(iom that held for the French ( loO 1 ) . 

The League of Cambray, — Pope Julius II. desired to deliver the entire 
PWUnsula from the ** barbarians," and to crush in Italy every rival 
power to the church. He encouraged ihe revolt of the Genoese agamst 
Uids XII. They had for many years been oscillating between freedom 
a state of dependence on France. Equally intolerant of either condi- 
^ they changed from one to the other, and knew no repose. Louis, 
hovey^r^ conquered and reduced them to submission. The pope having 
failed against the French, wished at least to make use of them to take 
from the Venetians some of the towns of liomagna. The government 
<tf Venice had profited by the misfortunes of all the other powers; they 
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each, therefore, had something to claim back from it. They formed a 
v^^t league, which was signed at Cambray. The Venetians ftt first 
refused to credit tiie news > they believed theii* territoiy to be a necessary 
barrier to all the states of the peninsula, against the inyasions of the 
empire, of France, and of Spain. But the bvUeta of the Frenoh battertBtf 
whieh flew even to the Lagunes, soon diapelled all iheir diabeBel^ 
lioais XII. defeated their army in the sanguinazy action of Aignadel^ 
where fifteen thousand soldiers of the republic remained on the field of 
battle. In a few days he reduced the entire country, to which he clakMd 
pretensions, to submission. Venice was forced to yield, for a time, a portion 
of its territory, but, alter the altemativea of a war ot which the most 
important event was the defeat of Maximilian at the siege of Padua^ it 
eventually nearly recovered it entirely. 

TAe Holy league. — The pope having gained his ends, reconciled himself 
with Venice, aad now only thought of driving the French from Italy. 
All arma, spiritiial aa well aa tempoirali he dfiem»daTailal>le. He broke Im 
league of Cambny, and had a seorot nndentandmg with Ferdinand the 
Catholic, on whom he bestowed the investiture of the kingdom of Naples* 
Louis XII. had reduced tilie allowance of the Swiss, and no longer Mr- 
mitted them to victual themselves in Burgimdy and the Milanese. TbM 
result of these measures proved to him how hazardous it was to confide in 
mercenary troops. Julius II. gained them over to his side, and threw 
them on the Milanese. He attacked, at the same time, with his Roman 
troops, the duke of Ferrara, an ally of Louis XII. and Genoa, with a 
Venetian fleet. Loiiis XII., not knowing whether he could, without 
sinning, defend himself against the pope, shrunk from warring against 
the aovereign pontift The atatea-goural, the commona of Fhmce, on the 
contrary^ urged the war, and deeliued that Jnliua, who hlmaelf wieldeA 
the Bwoidy ought to be made to suffer from it. Julius II., on the ofllflr 
hand, excommunicated his enemies. He besieged Mirandola in penoii| 
and entered it through the breach. Louis XII. endeftTOUxed to iq^ene 
this redoubtable pope, but to no purpose. He then summoned a council 
at Pisa to depose hini. Julius convoked another at St. Jean de I/ateran, 
and combined with Venice, Ferdinand, Henry VI 11., and the emperor 
Maximilian, in a " holy league" against France (Mil i. This league was 
ostensibly for the purfjose of saving the church i'rom a scliism, and to obtain 
a restitution of the hei of Bologna, which belonged to it , but in reality 
the enemiea of France had oofy imitad ibr the purpose of deapdling it. 
The pope wished to umrp Parma and Fiaoenaa ; the Yenettana to reemaa 
possession of the towna of which the batde of Aignad^ had dapriTied 
them; Ferdinand to atrangthen himself in the kingdom of Napleai and to 
tain Navarre from the ooutahle d'^bert; Henry YIIL hoped to le^btain 
possession of Ouienne. 

Without awaiting ihu termination of winter, the allies entered upon the 
campaign. They had taken Krescia, and besieged l^jlogna. But all at 
once, a young man, twenty-two years of age, Gaston de Foix, duke of 
Kemours, the son of the sister of Ivouis XII., disconcerted all their plana. 
He drove back the Swiss to their mountains, rescued Bologna, by throwing 
himaelf into it with his army, under favour of the snow and a hurri* 
cane, from thenoe maxehed upon Breaoia, defeated on hia way a portion 
of thiaYenetianaxmyi and exterminated the remainder in Brmfa jtaalf x 
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then He entmd Bomagiiiy attftcked Eayenna, compelling the Spaniarda 

and the Komans to come to a decisive battle, killing twelve thousand cf 
tktii men, and putting the remainder of the Italians to the rout. The 
Spaniards, however, under Peter ot Navarre, held their ground. They 
conaisted chieiiy of infantry, being but four hundred horse to four thousand 
foot. Even nuw, when deserted by their allies, they retreated Btep by 
Itep, fihuwing a bold front to their euemies. (iaston de Foljl, elated with 
lui liotory, was enraged to see the Spaniards escape unbroken. Gathering 
iabtttiA itw oayaUeiti l^e young general himielf ohaiged furiously 
ifwtiwMlMling phakBx to MMik it The hm met lut death, beiiw 
pwoed with fimiieea pike wovndi (1612). In two monthi he had 
lobdued ten eitiee end gekied thiee battlee. The Fieoob, neyertiieleM, 
were victorious. 

With Gtiston de Foix, however, fell the fortunes of France. His 
snwessors loat timo in fruitless diacussiona, and disniiased their troops. 
Twenty thousand Swiss joined the Venetians. A hull of the pope, 
tteommunicating the king and laying the kingdom under an interdict, 
iMitod all Italy to rise. The Swisa re-established the Sforza in the 
Miliaefle, the Genoeae shook off the French yoke, the Medici returned to 
^knoM, The enemiee ef France wm trimmiltiint on eveiy poiiit. Hie 
ifiH oC Seotlend and Nenrine wero oonqtamd or deepmled. For a 
Meit, the tyranny of the Swiie, who reigned in the MUenese under 
the name of Maximilsan Sforea, excited a re-action in fayour of the 
French. But France was attacked in front by the Spaniard and the Swiss, 
?nd in the rear by the English. Henry VIII. landed at Calais with 
^iurty thousand men. Strange to relate, though the French whom he 
wicouiitered were picked troops, consisting chiefly of gentlemen who had 
foiight gallantly and often, they were seized with a sudden panic at the 
ipproachofthe English, andflcd, in spite of the attempts torally them, which 
WWemade by such men aa the chevalier liayard, the duke of Irongueviiie, 
■ai ether distinguiahed officers, who were among the number taken 
pnaoMia. Tide mtUefGwnegate, &am the panic flight of the Ff^^ 
vtewa uik0BmtU^of8pmr9. The Franoh had also, Intlie eaae year, 
Mea dsfeated at Norami in efforts exerted by the king to raflooei m the 
tlilrd time, the Milanese, which he had twice lost. An army nuucched 
tether under La Tremouille and Trevulzio, and the Milanese, as usual, 
mbaitted to the superior force. Sforza shut himself up with six thousand 
Swiis in Novara, and was soon besieged there. Those mountaineers w^re 
ictaated by implacable hatred against the French : they sallied forth 
^ore day-break from Novara, to surprise the invaders in their camp ; it 
yu defended by a formidable park of artillery, which did ffreat execution 
ia^or dense ranks, until, with undaunted perseyerancei uiey carried the 
g^anhinentaandtninedthe gunaontiieTODoh. TbeeaTiurpeacaped; 
TOiU theiniMitry ythe body most odionatothe Swiac, perished^ The 
^tan La Tremouille lost a leg. Thus, once flioro, did t2ie fahiio of 
^ijnch conqueat in Italy fail in mine to the grouad {1613). 

Kerer did a more fearful storm menace France ; happuy, however, it 
wover. Ev^en in her adversity she showed how ^reat was then her 
p>^r and prosperity. Maximilian never had had money, Henry VIIL 
no mire, while Ferdinand hardly derived sufficient from Spain to 
Urovide £or bis ordinary expenses. Discord arose in the camp of the allie^i 
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they neither could nor knew how to profit by their Yir»trinf>?. Louis XIT. 
treated with them. lie had lost all his conquests, but, surrounded by a 
forDiidabie lea^e^ he had succeeded in mamtainmg the integntj oi the 
empire. 

la January, 1514, Louis lost his queen, Anne of Brittany, the ^-idow 
of luft pxedecessor, to whom he wm tenderly attached. Anne wee 4 pious, 
chaste, and exemplary queen, ivho ezeroued great influence oyer Loala. 
This furincese flret institated the crdw of maias of honour to the queen ; 
first had the prerogatiTO of guards and gentlemen d her own ; and was 
the flist who gave audience to foreign ambassadf^ LouiS) from motives 
of policy, contracted, at the age of fifty-two, a marriage with the sister of 
Henry VIII., Mary of Eng^lnnd, who was but sixteen, and for beauty and 
lively manners, the admiration of the age. In a few weeks aft^pr his 
marriage he was seized with a fever and dy8ent<»ry, which carried him otf 
at the palace of the Toumelles, in Pans, on the first day of the year (151^)^ 
leaving a daughter only. 

Oovertmmt of Zam$ XIL — ^Lomi XIL only enmmoned the states* 
general once, and then only to strengthen himself with their aathoritgr 
to Tiolate a treaty which might lead to the diflmemberment of the 
empire. But if he would follow no other rule than his own will and 
pleasure, it must be admitted that he only exerted it for the purpose of 
doing good, and of enhancing the pm^perity of the country. In the study 
of the Treatise of Mights- and other philosophical works of Cato, ho drew 
inspirations of good govinniient. Under his reicrn France retrie\ ed itself. 
He had a truly parental solicitude in siiaring iiia jwjojile iVom the burthens 
of taxation. He abolished and diminished several Uixes, reduced the 
taillc, at first one-fourth and afterwards one-third. The imposts under his 
reign amounted hardly tocme-half of what they were under Louis ; 
they were more equally diyided* Sren in his distresses he preferred eeliing 
the crown hmds to any of the usual expedients for exaction. It was only hy 
atriot economyt which the higher classes called parsimony., that Louia 'i' lh 
could carry out these important reforms ; he reduced his personal ezpeoooa 
and deprived the courtiers of the pension g they had hitherto received from 
the court. He reformed juBtice by various (irdinances. He allotted fixed 
stipends to magistrates, to render ihem le«3 accessible to corruption : 
abolished the v<^nalitv of judicatory offices; e8tabiish( (i for tliu inquiry 
into the munmrrs and probity of the judges a li ibunal oi censure ; 
repressed the cupidity of the lawyers ; and realised several of the wiabea 
put forth hf the states of 1484. 

The Tictoriee of the Swiss om Charles the Bold had tanght him that 
infantry constitutes the real strength of armies. Louis XII. orgmniaed 
each a force, which Bayard and Yandenesse undertook to practiae and 
command. This was to confide to the people the g^uardianship of the 
country, which chivalry had proved it?flf incnpahle of defending. 
Charles VII., in institutmg the franc archers^an important institution, 
which armed the peasants, and called them f jrth, not at their lord's bid- 
ding, but at the king's — had commen(ied this revolution. Louis XJI, 
completed it. He regulated the pay of the soldiers, he submitted th»Ta 
to a rigorous discipline, and sheltered the towns and the country from t ho 
acts of robbery and plunder which had up to that time been practised by 
the cotnpottiit^ The Italian waza had cost France little treacim. The 
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contributiuus levied upon the conquered countries nearly always defrayed 
the expanses of the expeditions, which were destined to raise the van- 
quished to the same leyel of civilisation, as the con^ueruid. Ai u and 
kaming took great Btrides under the reign of Lotus XII. The king 
edUeeted Tsluable libratieB» amongst others those of the duke of Mika 
and the kine of Naples, which he caused to be conyeyed to Franoe. He 
ittrseted toliiB court the most disUngiiished scientific men of Italy, and 
was a generous protector of literature. Lascaris, Aleander, and William. 
Budeous iflnstrated his reign by their classic, scholastic, and antiquarian 
lore. Tissard, a professor of thn university, was tlie first in Fr uice to 
print Greek worka. Gaguin cleared up theriitinnnl antiquitieg ut I 'rnnr-;*. 
Nicholas Gilies and John Lemaire comjiilcd histories fruiii chronicles, and 
znixedthem, it must be said, with a good many fables. A'oelgard, Jean de 
Troyes, Oliver dc la Marche, Jean de Saint-Gclais, I'hilippe de Comines, 
Jean Molinet, and Claude deSeissei wrote memoirs, and haye bequeatJbed 
to na precious documents upon the eyents which had passed before thdr 

Louis Xn. was altogeliier one of the worthiest prinoes that eyer 
swayed the sceptre ; his prudence was eminent, but he was most die- 
tingoished for a goodness of heart, which perpetually exposed him to the 

impositions of tho crafty. He? was endeared to his people by his for- 
bearance in lowing taxes, and by his stri< t administration of justire ; fo 
that at his <l'!ath it was prnclairued in the palace, ''^ Le ban roi J.ouis 
douiSjpere du pcnpley esf mort (The good king Louis XII., the father 
oC the people, is dead \ ) Aud the iiiXa waa well deserved. 



• 
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Fre^h Conquest of the Milanese — France, "whicli appeared cast down OA 
thu d oath of Louis XII., displayed astounding resources under his suc- 
cessor, Francis I., surnamed the Patron of Learning. He was descended 
from the second son of Louis of Orleans, murdered in 1407, and had 
married Claude of France, daughter of the late king. At hia aooession 
he was twenty years of age. 

The flzst thoiiigbt of the lUfw lormign ynm to reoonmience the war 
and to roooYer the Mflaneie. He eeeiirea himaelf tUieey and ovoBaed the 
Alps by a road never before trayersed by an annv. The Bwiap^ who 
guarded the passes of mount Genis and mount Greneyra, learnt with 
astonishment that the French army had debouched through the valley of 
Argenti^re. The Italians did not suspect the possibility of so hardy an 
enterprise. Prospero Coloona was traversing Piedmont at the head of 
the papal cavalry to join the Swiss, and was reposing at Villefranche, 
when the town was surprised, and Colonna himseii' and his troops taken 
prisoners by La Palisse and d' Aubig^y, The news of this surprise soon 
reached the Sw^iijs, and they abandoned in a rage their now useless 
position, retreating to Milan^ and pillaging the towns they were obliged 
to eraeuate. Their disappointment prodnoed quaxrela between the chiefs. 
The cardinal of Sion reproaehed one of the captains of Bone irith par* 
tiality to the Fxeneh« The oaptain and his sudiers, by way of xotort, 
demanded their pay, and the oaidin«l| the awom enemy of France, wis 
obliged to fly from their clamours. 

Tnia opened the way for negotiation. The king, with the rest of his 
army, had in the meantime crossed the Alps, and lay encamped at 
Marignano. The prowess of the Swiss waa dreaded, and the terrific day of 
No vara wa3 held in remembrance. Consequently, when they demanded 
a large sum of money for themselves, and a pension for Mciximilian 
Sforz^ in return for evacuating the Milanese, the terms were granted. 
Fianeia raised the money inatently by bonowing of his officers, and 
euToys were already despatched with the stipulated sum, when tidings 
were brought to the constable that the Swiss, in lieu of oondnding a 



humed back to Milan on the first news of the accommodation* Ho 

colled his countrymen round him, harangncd them, and rekindled 
hatred to the French for which history assigns no sufficient cause. 

The Swiss determined to surprise the French, to carry the artillery in 
the first attack and turn it on their enemies, an operation so successful 
at Novara. A desperate engagement took place, which lagtcd for two 
days, and ended in the complete rout of the Swiss (1516). Thus did the 
yotmg monaioh si^;nalise the very oommenoement of his reign by a 

Slendid Yictery gained over the moat renowned soldiers in Europe, and 
osewbom the French had most to ftar. llie conqueror now idt the 



treaty, were meditating an attack. 
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tiMmty of diflamimg thoie of hia enemies whom he night gain ove^. 
He treated with the pope, who was obliged to ^ve op Parma and P1&- 

ceatia, of which Julius II. had taken possession after the battle of 
Bayenna. On other points Francis was not averse to the wishes of Leo: 
heag^^ed to protect the iufiueuce of the Medicis in Florence, the sove- 
reignty of a family being far more agreeable to the king's ideas than 
democratic freedom. But it was chiefly in procuring the repeal of the 
pngimatic sanction, that bulwark of the righta of the Galilean church, 
to Leo showed his tagacitj* This law, which seoured the appointment 
of French prelates by free election^ was superseded by an agreement^ 
fldU the eonoordat^ whioh conveyed the right of nominating prelates to 
ftlkhig, who in return conceded the annates, or first yearns reTenue, to 
the pope. Both soyereigns gained by this transaction at the expense of 
the nation — ^the pope a revenue of which he stood mtioh in need ; the 
king the means of gratifying and providing for the younger members 
of uie nobility. With the Swiss he concluded a perpetual peace. Some 
months after, when Charles of Austria succeeded Ferdinand the catholic 
in Spain, he agreed upon the treaty of NoyoUj by which Europe enjoyed * 
a short interval of repo8i; (1516). 

Firtt War with Spain to the Treaty of Madrid, — ^At the death of Maxi- 
aiUiii L die (^oice of an emperor, inflnenoed by fear of the Turkish 
timm in Hungary, fell upon Gharies Y., the yonthfiil heir of the 
Austrian states. The kings of France and England had both been candi- 
^tes for that chief place among the princes of Christendom. The 
tetritories of the new emperor were vast : heir of the reigning houses of 
ATwtria and Spain, his sceptre ruled, besides the Netherlands, the rich 
dowry of ^lary of Burgundy, ^ind the ncwly-diseoYcred rpp^iori^ of 
Spaniph America. Half of iMirope in hand, he conceived the project of 
nding the whole of it. It is then that the bloody rivalry between 
Francis I. and Charles V. commenced. The former claimed Naples for 
himself, and Navarre for llcury d'Albret; the emperor claimed the im- 
perial fief of the Milanese, and the duchy of Buigondy. Their resouroes 
adglhtbe deemed equal; but one was a consummate pditiciani iviulst 
^ other wag only an' intrepid adidier. 

Hsmy Vni. of "Rngland was formidable to either France or the em- 
poor, and he could, at a moment's warning, throw hia weight into the 
oiie or the other scale. Aware of this fact, Francis was anxious for an 
opportunity of personally practising upon the generosity and ^ant of cool 
judgment which he correctly imputed to Henry. lie, therefore, proposed 
that they should meet in a field within the English pale, near Calais ; the 
proposal was warmly seconded by cardinal Wolaey, who was as eager as 
a court beauty of the other sex for every occasion of personal splendoxir 
tnd costliness. Each of the monarchs was young, gay, tasteful, and 
oupificent ; and so weU did their courtien enter iiSo tiidr feeling of 
S!»ieoxii rlyalry, that some nobles of both nations expended in the cere- 
BODy and show of a few brief days sums which iniwed their &miliea 
In straitened circumstances for Ihe rest of their Utes. 

The emperor Charles no sooner heard of the proposed interview between 
the kin(^??, than he, bein<:^ on hif? way from Spain to the Nether Lands, paid 
Henry the compliment of landing at Dover, wliither Henry at once pro- 

06«dbd to meet him. Charles not only laid himself out in erery possible 

// 
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way to please and flatter Henry, but he also paid aasiduoufl court to 
Woisey, and bound that aspiring persunage to his interest by promising 
to aid him in reaching the papacy : a promise which Charles felt the less 
difhculi-y about making because the rciguing pope Leo X. was juiuur t4) 
Wolsey by some years, and very likely to outlive him. 

When the emperor bad taken idfl departure, Henry proceeded to FxanfiOf 
where the meeting took place between him and Franeis. Wf^ey, who 
had the regulation of the ceremonial, so well indulged his own and his 
master's love of magnificence, that the place of meeting was, by the 
common consent of the delighted spectators, hailed by the gorgeous title 
of The field of the cloth of ffold." Gold and jewels abounded, aiid 
both the mouarchs and their numerous courts were appaieiled in thd luttt 
gorgeous and picturesque style. 

The meetings between the monarehs were for some time regulattil 
with the most jealous and wearisome attention to strict etiquette. At 
length Francis, attended by only two of his gentlemen and a page, rod« 
into HeniT's quarters, Henry was delighted with this proof w lus 
brother monarch's oonfldence, and threw upon his neck a pearl ooOir 
worth five- or six thousand pounds, which Franda repaid by the pieient 
of an armlet worth twice as much. So profuse and gorgeous wexe thoe 
young kings. 

Thus Francis failed in prudence : he eclipsed Henry VIII. in magnifi- 
cence when ]\e should have counteracted the influence which the artful 
Charles was gaining over him, and attached him to his own side. 
Charles Y. was more crafty, and ilatten d the vanity of Henry YIIL by 
making him foresee the chance of recovermg tiio }nr)vinces which hifl 
ancestors had possessed in France. Neither had 1 lancia builicient policy 
to secure the alliance of the pope, by giving up to him a portion of tks 
kingdom of Naples ; whilst Charles efleetually did so by leading him to 
hope that he wotdd drive the French out of the Milanese, and reotois 

Parma and Plaeentia to the church. 

The king of France^ distracted by the intrigues of his mother, his 
mistresses, and his courtezan 3, fell from one error to the other. Instead 01 
profiting by the revolts which had broken out in Spain, he sent the 
brother of his mistress to be defeated in Navarre. He did not send timely 
aid to the duke of l»ouilh)n, who was attacking Luxemburg, and allowed 
him to be driven out tif his duchy. The territory was open to the enemyt 
and but for the heroic resistance of Bayard, Mezieres would have been 
taken. The king, who had forced the imperialists to retreat before billh 
might have cut off their retreat and destroyed them ; he would not listen 
to the constable Bourbon, one of the heroes of Marignano. 

Gourt intrigues caused the loss of the Milanese. The queen-mother 
misapplied the four hundred thousand crowns that were destined for the 
troops commanded by Lautrec, whom she detested. This was another 
brother of the duchess de Chatcaubriant, the kind's miBtress, who 
govenied and oppressed the Milanese. Twice he was expelled from Lom- 
bardy, and the Milanese became the spoil of the allies. A revolutimi 
drove away the French from Genoa. Thus were the French once moic 
driven from Italy. 

Francis I. was on the point of setting out at the head of an army to 
Italy, when an internal enemy pla<»d France in the greatest jeopardy. 
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ChurtoSy duke of Bovrboiiy ind constable of the kmgdomi was now diiveh 
Winjufltice to league with the enemies of bis country. The last duke* 
of Bourbon had left a daughter, Suzanne* The title and a certain por- 
tion of the heritage went by law to the male heir ; but as a cousiderable 
part would h.* inherited by Suzanne, the p?itemal care of TiOiug XTI. 
arranged a marriage between Charles, the existing duke, and Suzanne da 
Bourbon, thus preserving unbroken the heritage and title of that illus- 
triaus family. The duke was of a handsome person ; and on the death 
of hia duchess Suzeinne without issue, the duuhei^s d'Augouleme, the 
king's mother, made advauccs to fill her place. This she was more for- 
vara in doing, as, being descended in tbe female line from a preTious 
dtdce of Bourbon, she oonsiderad herself to have claims on that part of 
the property which nu^t descend to a female. The constable, however, 
▼as blind to her adyances hacked by this tacit menace ; and the slighted 
duchess instantly put forirard her claim to the Bourbonnais as apper* 
tainin<> bv rij^ht to her. 

She persecuted the duke with fury. Bourbon was, therefore, driven to 
look abroad for a refnn:e or for venu;eancc. The emperor's emissary was 
athaod, proffering him that prince's sister in marriaj^e, and m my advan- 
tages, if he would join the emperor's party, and raise a civil war in France 
against its monarch. Bourbon hesitated long, but Unally acceded to tho 
proponlsof Charles. The kingdom of Provence was to be re-established 
in his &voi]r. and France divided between England and Spain. Francis 
^yed his departure to Italy^ and prevented the rising, but did not act 
in person. He had entrusted the command of the troops to a favourite, 
Bcmnivet, an incapable, whom he sent to the Milanese. The frontiers 
vera unprotected, and the enemy invaded France. But brave chiefs 
flaved the country. The Spaniards were repulsed before Biyonne ; the 
duke de Guise drove tho G-ermans from Champagne; the duke de Ven- 
dorae and La Treoioiiie, with a handful of soldiers, harassc l, ffunishod, 
and ignominiously expelled an army of English and Fleming:^ which had 
penetrated to the borders i>f thu Oise, only seven leagues distant from 
*Mis ; Bourbon and the imperialists were defeated before Marseilles. 

In Italy the French were less fortunatOi and had sufifored an irretriev- 
able lots. The incapacity of the favourite Bonnivet hsd caused their 
defeat at Eebeo and Bomagnano. They were once more driven beyond 
Alps. The brave Bayard, who wss always chosen for a forlorn nope, 
in covering the retreat of the army at the action of Biagrasse, was 
bounded. The gallant chevalier, feeling his wound mortal, caused hira- 
Sfclf to be placed in a sitting posture beneath a tree, his face to the 
wiemy, and his sword fixed in guise of across before bim. The constable 
BourboD, who led the imperisdists, soon came up to the dying Bayard, 
Jid expressed his compassion. ** Weep not for me," said the chevalier, 
fcnt for thystiif. I die m peiforuung my duly ^ Lhou art betraying 



Frsaois L crossed the mountsins, and took Milan. He was to arrive at 
Adda before the imperialists^ out off their retreat, and overwhelm their 

^Bconraged army, exhausted by marches. He consumed his forces before 
**^ia, and detached ten thousand soldiers to invade Naples. Bourbon 
1^ had time to levy fbesh tcoopsi but not being able to maintain them, 
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he was about to diflband tbem. After having waited so long, it waa 
neceasdTj to wait still longer. At length the battle commenced near 
Fa\aa. Francis obtained a complete victory, and no sooner beheld his 
enemies in rout than he waa eager to chase them in person, and complete 
the victory with his good sword. He rushed forth from hia entrench- 
mentd at the head of hia gendarmerie, iiinging himaelf between the 
enemy and his own artillerr, which was thoM auiaked and rendered use- 
ksB. The old heroes of m Italian waxsi La Paliwe and La Trdnmlle^ 
were killed; eight thoiiaaiidiiienperiehed with them. ManTwereiDade 
prisoners. The king did prodigies of Tftlour. His horse had been killed 
under him ; he defended himself on foot ; his armour waa completely 
shattered. He at length gave himself up to the viceroy of Naples, to 
whom kneeling he yielded his sword. In the evening he wrote to his 
mother, and signilied his calamity in these words: *'Madamy aiiislott 
save our honour" (1525). 

Even honour appeared lost later. Francis waa taken aa a prisoner in 
Spain. His health began to suffer, and the emperor, afraid of h)SLng 
his prisoner by death, re(]^uired from him a treaty, known as that of 
Ifa^id, which the king signed with a secret and dkbonourahle protest, 
and never intended to keep. He jplaced hia ehildren in tha haada of 
Oharlea as liostageay and recovered nia liberty (1526). 

Second War tmtU ih$ Tnaty of Cambraf*^-^aaoe his victory at Pavii 
Charles ¥• had ceased to propitiate his allies ; they had, therefore^ abttft* 
doned him. Francis I. treated at first with Henry YIII., and afterwards 
Tvith the Ttiilians, who were at the mercy of the imperialist armies; then, 
when the emperor summoned him to execute the treaty of Madrid, ho 
demanded a rendezvous or chatrip-cloa for a single combat, which how- 
ever, notwithstanilins^ the choler of both parties, never took place. 
He expected a ten ible war, and only thought of preserving France from 
an invaaion. Italy waa preyed upon by a ferocious soldiery. The im- 
perialists attaeked Borne and earned it hy storm. The enielty of the 
Gennansoldien waa nneqnalled. They indulged in the most hooible 
e^ravagance of debauch and impiety. For two months they zemainad 
masters of the city, and the Pontiff was finally obliged to surrender hmi* 
aelf a prisoner (1527). FMnois who had regarded the Italian war as a 
diversion, decided upon sending an army when he leamt the sacking of 
Rome and the captivity of the pope. Lautrec once more took a portion 
of the Milanese! and might further have been able to drive the im- 
perialists out of Lombardy. The court of France restrained hia ardour, 
and left him in want of money for his troops, when the deputies of the 
three orders, feeling the country in danger, did not hesitate to make any 
sacrifice. New armies were sent into Italy. Lautrec besieged Naples, 
waa ataok by pestilenoe. and died (1528). The Genoeae Dona, woonded 
try the oonrt of Ftaxm in hia own interests and those of hia ooiniti7f 
gave himaelf up to the emperor at the moment when his engagemsnti 
with France expired. Naples was lost, the remaina of the FrenSi army 
oi^talatedf and some months after the imperialists retook the lililannas 
from the count St. Pol, who was made prisoner. 

Francis I. demanded peace. He promised his Italian allies not to 

aepaiate his cause Irom tb«iia ; but by the treaty which he ooncluded at 
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Otmbray, he abandoned them to theyengMnce of the Spaniards, and only 
isked to k >ep Buro^imdy and to ransom his aon8| vhioh ooet two milliflna 
of golden crowns to France (1629). 

Fresh Wars until the Treaty of Crespy. — Francis wished to profit by 
the peace ot Cambray to retrieve kia errors. This was the period when 
the Turks were devastating the east of Europe. SoUmau had made a 
desert of Iluiigary) carried his arms into Austria^ and besieged Vienna. 
The king of France entered into an alliance with the Mnawlmaaa, whilst 
lui tmL prepafed a Ibnnidftble esq^tum against them. Afterwarda, 
whilst he was hmning aliye proteatanta of Paria, he negotiated with those 
of Germany, and with Henry Till.} who had left the church. His mother 
had iost died, leaTing the enormom som of 160,000 golden cEOwna ; he 
employed this money in making some reforms and in re|nining a national 
intUatiy, which ho carried to forty thousand men. In order to save 
France, he decided, after a goed dieai of hesitation^ upon arming the 
pe^le. 

When Charles V. believed that Francis wonld, ere long, be compelled 
to implore hia pity, the latter all of a sudden displayed new resources ; 
tekraded Savoy and Piedmont, but, on arrivine at the frontier of the 
IGanaaei he learnt the death of thedake Fiancis aifomai and withdrew Ma 
tnw^. The doohy naturally oame haek to him ; he thought he might 
fwm upon the good faith of the emperor, and demanded of him to be 
invested with it. Oharles Y. put him off with promises, gained time to 
Collect forces, and dedased afterwards that he was about to make him the 
poorest gentleman in Europe, by taking Francs from him. Three armies 
la reality were advancing, one through Spain towards Languedoo ; the 
other through the Low Countries on Picardy ; the third, led by the em- 
peror himselt, entered Provence through Piedmont. Francis I. resolved to 
Woid the chances of a battle, and to starve the enemy. The entire of 
fturence was laid waste by the marshal Muutmoreucy. Charles V., after 
^ving been repulsed at Marseilles, was obliged to return to Italy, hia 
May, wanting yietiiala end ineeaaantly aaaaued by the jpeaaantSi left 
IjjMBtfwft^ thousand men in the deeert through which it had paaaed. 
The army of the Nefliedands was likewise routed befiore Peronne^ and 
that of Spain had been entirely defeated in Languedoc. 

Fiance was saTed (1536). After hostilities which lasted all the year, 
fte exhaustion of the rivals, led to the truce of Nice. The monarcha 
|ittt&t Aig!io3 Monte s, visited each othcTi forgot their mutual c^uaxrelsy 
ttiults, cballenges, and hate. 

The chivalrous Francis I. was desirous of not being behind hand in this 
••V fiiend^ip. He refrained from proliting by the revolt of the imperial 
jy^a m the Milanese, by the discontent of the C jrtea of Castile, or by the 
*>w af the Qheat men. He anflteed Charles Y. peaeefuUy to pasa 
^^oo^ France to go and ehaatiae hia aubjeota in the low eonntnea, 
^{■Btos was leaa aompulous. When he had done with his refiaetory 
Ipects, he announeed to the king of France that he ahould not give np 
tne MUanese to him, and caused two of the ktogfa enroja to be asaaaai- 

lifted, in order to precipitate a rupture. 

Francis had lost a portion of his allies, he had now none left but the 
Jurks, the duke de Cloves, and the kings of Sweden and Denmark, who 
tovid aat much in^auduoe eyenta. lie raised fi.Te armies^ and invaded 
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nearly slmultaoeoualy Boussilloiiy Piedmont, Luxemburg, Brabant, and 
f landeni. The chanoes were balinced. Luxemburg was taken, loati mad 

re-taken^ by the duke of Orleans. But when it was known thi^t a fl.^t 
of the moat dmatian king and that of the Turks had united to boi^ibiiid 
Nice, there was an universal cry of horror throughout christian Europe. 
The Germans as^i??ted Charles V. with an army of twenty-eight thousand 
m n. K'" ha\\ crushed the duke of Cloves; Henry VIII., who had 
become reconciled with him, had defeated the king of Scotland. They 
decided to penetrate into the heart of France, without lopin<? time in 
besieging frontier towns, to make themselves masters of Paris by a Hold 
stroke, and to divide the spoils of victory. Whilst the French infanti y 
was gaining in Piedmont the brilliant batde of Ceriaolee) the imperialists 
invaded Champagne and the English attacked Boulogne. 

But France was once more saved at the moment when her £>rtiines 
seemed most desperate. In Champagne, the army of Charles Y. 
starved and decimated b^ the peasantry, as it had been in Provence, The 
English were losing their time before Boulogne. C^urt intrigues woe, 
however, again on the point of crowninp; the fortunes of the enemy . One of 
the king's mistresses, the duchess d' P^tampes, was at strife with li mistress 
of the dauphin, Diana of Poitiers. To gain over Charles V. on her side, she 
gave up to him Epernai and Chateau-Thierry, two magfis^ines abundantly 
stored with provisions. The Spauiaidd were only two days' march from 
Paris. But they dreaded a return of famine; the Turks, moreover, 
compelled the emperor to return to Hungary. He, therefore, consented to 
sign the treaty of Crespy, by which Francis renotmeed hisfoeteiiaons upon 
Naples, Charles his own upon Burgundy, and the duke of Orleans was 
invested with the Milanese (1544). 

Between the English, who had succeeded in taking Boulogne, and the 
French, the war still continued. Francis, for the first time, made his 
greatest efforts on a new element. Ordering his Mediterranean galleva 
t ) ji in those of the western ports at Havre, he collected a fleet of one 
hundred and thirty-six ships : the king went with his court to behold it 
put to sea, and gave a banquet on board the largest vessel, one of eight 
hundred tons, which accidentally took fire, and was burned ere it quitted 
the harbour. Annebaut, who, as admiral, commanded the fleet, saUed for 
the Isle of Wight. The English fleet, amounting to about nztr aafl, 
came out from Portsmouth to cannonado, but avoided an action wita soeh 
a superior force. The French landed and insulted the English, in cnder 
tn J revoke them to cmne out ; but, failing in his purpose, the fleet smilad 
back to its own shores. By land they endeavoured to re-take Boulogne, 
but with no better success. Peace was the result of this campaign. 
Francis agreed to continue to Henry the usual yearly tribute, and an 
additional sura was to be paid for Boulogne, which was to be red tared, to 
the Frencli after the lapse of eight years (1516). 

Francis I. died in 1547. Hia death was occasioned by a slow fever, 
from which he sought relief by exercise and travelling, tiLI at length he 
Ibund himself so ill at RambouiBet, that he was unable to ocotinne his 
journey. He died in the fifty-third year of his age, a few wveks after his 
rival, Henry VIII. of Enp;land. 

Francis I. was remarkable for a large and noblo permm, and the qoali* 
ties of his mind oonesponded. He was brave^ generous, and oonfideni^ 
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splmd'id in hia tastes, and gallant in his pleasures. Notwithstanding all 
these good qualities, he had many laidtdi needed judgment and 
iMineas. Although prodigal and unfortunate, as well as (Lspotic, he 
VII itOl a popular Idng^ and ruled orer the hearts aa well aa the peraona 
otitis sabjeeta. 

W§r$ ifEmy XT.— Thnsy ao nia&y emiBt ee many treaaoma, ao many 
dlMcrii and so many revenea eren, were not able to destroy the fortnnaa 
of France. After having armed itaelf for the defenoe of its territory, it 

rambated for the liberty of Europe. Charles Y. aspired to the universal 
monarchy. He had destroyed the league of Smaikaldenf tlie last rampart 
of Germanic independence. In Italy, already master of Naples and the 
Milanese, that is to say, of the south and the north, he commenced the 
ivQqueat of the centre by the introduction of a Spanish garrison at Sienna^ 
bj the invasion of Placentia, and the attack of Parma ). 

Heoiy II., sumamed the Warlikei who auoeeeded Frauds I.^ and who 
lud bean called to hia &ther^a oonneua daring hia lifetime, continiied hia 
ptiiioy* One of the earliest meaaurea of hia reign was to aecnre himsdf 
the allianoe of Scotland, by tlie betrothal of Mary Stuart with the 
datiphln. He expelled the Engiiah fiom the possessions which they atUl 
had on the continent, and threw an army into Italy. The territories of 
the new pope, the ally of Charles V., were ravaged, the imperialists 
forced to raise the siege of Parma, and the progress of the emperoz arrested 
m central Italy (1551). 

At the same time, he stood forward as the defender of tlie liberty of 
Germany; allied himself with Maurice, the elector of Saxony, mvadcd 
limine, and incorporated with the kingdom the three bishoprioa 
(Yeidiui, Tool, and Mets). He prepared himself to occupy Alsatia, afnd 
to gi^ the Bhine aa ft linut to France, when Charles Y., by the peace of 
Fassau, granted fo the Gtennan princes the re- establishment of their civ 1 
md reli^i()us liheitlea. Henry, abandoned by his allies, withdrew his 
tooops (1562). 

Philip II. of Rpp.m sent an army on the frontiers of Picardy, and the 
emperor Charles himself led one amounting to one hundred thousand 
Joen to besiege Metz, and to r('e;ain that town. The intrepid defence of 
the duke of Guise saved it, liowever. The soldiers of Chai les V., dying 
<rf hanger, received bread from the besieged. Less generous, they 
pillaged in Picardy four towns, burnt three hundred Tillages, and burnt 
^ women in ^e ehnrdiea* Henry IL was obliged to dlYert them, by 
niaguig the Ketherlanda. The emperor had an army defeated and two 
fleets destroyed ( 1555). The war, nevertheless, remained without result* 
I& Italy, the French fruitlessly endeavoured to stir up Naples, and to 
tttablish themselves in Sienna. More fortunate in the north, they took 
» portion of Pif dmont. Charles V., weary of the vicissitudes of fortune, 
signed all his princely state, and became a monk of the monastery of 
^i. Justus, in Placentia, in Estraniadura, in Spain. He left the empire 
U» his brother, his kingdoms to his son (Philip II.), and signed a truce 
With Henry II. (looG). 

The ambition of Philip II. was as active and more obstinate than that 
ofhis fither. The king of France had to oombat his proj eots of invasion^ 
Mbehadhad to combat thoaeof GharleaY* But the aame intriguea 
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which had bo oftwi oompromised tho Ibartmief of Fnaoef eamued'A 

deplorable influenoe over this freah war. 

Henry II. sent two annies, one into Flanders, under the constable 
Montmorency ; the other into Italy, nnder the ordurs of the duke of Guise* 
As might have been expected, the pope did not furnish the French with 
the auxiliary army which he had promised to them. The duke of Guise 
penetrated iuto the Abruzzi ; but his impetuosityfailed against the cool 
and skilled temporisation of the duke of Alva. He could not succeed iu 
metering tfao kingdom of Naples, In tiio aoiih, Haatmoiency, otot- 
whabaied by yery superior fbroedt esperieneod, near St. Quoitin, a 
terrible defeat. He had opposed lunuelf to the projeett of Diana of 
Poitisfi and the duke of Guiao ; the war had been made in spite of him. 
He committed inexplicable errors, and might have been accused of hav* 
ing feared to favour, by means of a victory, the fortunes of the ftiriiios^ 
who had obtained great iamv by the defence of Metz. 

Philip II., fortunately, did not know how to profit by his victory, and 
gave France time to recover itself. The duke of Gruise had been recalled 
Irom Italy, and invested with absolute power, with the title of lieutenant- 
general *ji the kingdom. His departure had obliged the pope to become 

reconciled to Philip, who testified that rererenoe for the ohiuoh. which 
edooatbn had inslaUod into him, by enotinff na harsh conditioos. , 
It was now winter, a period when hostiBties oeaaed ; but the adi?a 

spirit of Guise could not rest until he had taken revenge to liba 
defeat of St. Qoentin, and he determined to make use of the army of 
Swiss and Germans, which the money of the Parisians had raised. His 
desi^ was to surprise Calais ; and thus not only punish queen Mary for 
espousing; her husband's quarrel, but achieve a feat for which the French 
would assuredly be grateful, that of driving the English from their last 
fortress on the continent. It was cuetomaiy to weaken the garrison of 
Calais in the winter months, when the overflowing of the marshes 
rendered the town approachable only by a single causeway. Despite the 
warnings of king FMUp and of Wentwortii the gOTesnor, Calais was left 
with a garrison of merely five hundred men. Guise ftll suddenly upon 
it in January (1558), took the external forts by sssanlti and then the 
citadel ; the town itself surrendered after a siege, or rather attack, of 
days. It had been in the possessioa of the £D£^ish for two hundred and 
tiiirteen years. 

The English havinc^ no longer a landing place in France, were no more 
to he feared. Guise continued the course of his victories, made himself 
master of Thionville, of Dunl^irk, and carried hostilities to the foreign 
territories. Notwithstaudmg the deteat of Gravelines, France wag 
enabled to conclude a glorious peace. The intrigues of Montmorency 
led to the miserable treaty of Chatean-Cambresis. Heniy II. yielded, 
with one strdce of the pen, all tlie conquests of Fhuioei and her dbuns 
in Italy and Savoy. He restored Luxemburg and the Cfaarolaie* In 
return, he kept Metz, Toul, and Verdun, and, what was more important 
than all, Calais ; the restitution of which, when Philip no longer insisted 
on it, Elizabeth, the new queen of England, was in no state to make good. 

Henry II., at the instance of the cardinal of Lorraine, going down to 

the chamber of the parliament of Paiisi held what is called a bed ol 
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justice^'* in which lilie busmesa was trtaaaoted hy tMu of thft nyal 
authontj alone ; he profossed on this occasion to pass a oenfure on some 

of the members suspected of liberal opinions, but meeting with a 
courageous defence from tTiose implicatcfi, he arrested thom, sent them 
to the Bastile, and swore that withm six days he would sec the boldest 
in the flames, Ilia anger lost its accompiiahment. Having entered the 
lists st a toumamtjiit with count de Mont^mcry, captain of the guard, 
the couiit'd ianoo broke on IIenry''a coraJet, and a splinter having pierced 
luB eye, inflicted a wound of which he died at Paris ten days after, in 
tlie wty* first year of hie age (1569), 

Henry IL resembled his father in many parte of his cfaaraeteir; like 
Um be was braye, gay, generous, and of a lively temper, but lacked that 
stoerior talent and firmness which render the mind independent and 
stable, and aU his proeee^Ungs wm seen and judged throo^^ the medium 
of fiiTOuritea. 
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X, THE RENAISSANCE AND THE EEFORMATIONT. 

Francis I. had forbidden the pailiament to occupy itaelf with political 
affairs ; he had suppressed the states- general, and concentrated all the power 
in his own hands. He might boast with truth, that henoeforward he bad 
made kings their own masters. The reign of his son was the xenith of 
ityal power he£m Lonis XIV. But the people had derived some Talu* 
alie lessons from the Italian wars. The revival of letters was deatined 
to yield fruitful results. The art of printing diffused light to every 
mind ; examination and reflection took the place of faith and habit. The 
spirit of liberty took refuge agaiust tyranny in theiniiuist r( cesses of the 
conscience of man, and influenced religion until it couid make itself feU 
with a new power in political institutions. In 1521 the borbonne had 
condemned Luther. This sufficed to attra(4t the public attention of Frauire 
to the opinions of the innovator. Several members of the clergy imme- 
diately emhraced them, and preached them in the diocese of Henoz 
amongst the dothiers and woollen carders. From that moment penecn- 
tion commenced<— <* persecution implacable, infuriated, and armed with 
horrible torments. The clergy and the parliament outvied each other in 
fury. Francis I. at first endeavoured to stem the torrent by opposing to 
it some spirit of toleration. He listened to the singing of the psalms of 
Marot, composed to airs of ballads, by the gf;nt]emen and ladies of his 
court. The men whom he liked the most, the learned men, declared 
themselves in favour of the new doctrine. He protected the first French 
protestauts, hesitated for a long time, invited Melancthon to Paris in 
order to devise some reconcUiation between the two parties, and even 
fiiYoured the revolution of Geneva, which became the focus of Calvinism 
(1585). But the reformers had forgotten from the earliest part of the 
atruggle that that which constituted their right and strength was liberty 
of conscience. Already had anabaptism tmifled France and Oermaay 
with its ferocious enthusiasm. The images of the saints were every- 
where destroyed, public order was threatened ; in 1 52S a statue of the 
virgin, placed at the comer of the rue des Rosiera in i^aris, was muti- 
lated and pierced through with tlie points of daggers. This was the 
signal of a p.iroxysra of fury. The adversary of Charles V. t^lrxui in 
need uf the aasi fiance of the pope : he enticed him by the blood of the 
heretics. At Yienne, at Sees, at Toulouse, and at Paris, the eneeutions 
were multt]died. The Sorbonne, the parliaments, and the aseembUea of 
prelates, fulminated against the reformers. The sister of the king in 
vain endeavoured to stay the persecutions. 

At length, on a certain morning in October, 1534, placards vp^eKnd 
abusive of the mf!S9 and of the clergy. The eucharist itself was scouted, 
a fact which marks the opinions as coming irom SwitzerlaTuf, where 
ZuingHan tenets prevailed. These placards were affixed to the gates of 
the castle of Blois, where the king was. In a rage he departed lor 
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Similar placards immediately appeared nn the pillars of ih^ 
Louvre. The in?nU a^oke nil the monarch's zeal : he ordered a solemn 
procession, in ^vhijh he appeared in person. He himself declared in 
public, that he would cut off his own arm, or slay his very son, could he 
Bospcct either to be infected with heresy ; and he concluded the religious 
ceremony by burning six heretics after a new and more cruel fashion thaa 
or^Unary. On an ereot pole another was transyerselv balanced. To one 
end tha imfDrtftnate heietie vrm Ided, and a fire lighted under him^ bito 
vidcdk and out of which he was eltematelY dipped md railed^ that Ida 
torments might be tuflloieiitly acute and prolonged* 

Tlie Christian Institate of OalTin, written ia a perspiouous, olos^ 
and searching style, came opportunely to rally those who were opposea 
to the ftbu5?09 of catholicbm and the fnry of the clcr^, and who wanted 
nothing but knowledge to create a \m:\v faith (lt33o). Calvin, who was 
eqnally eloquent with tongue and with pen, was the very person needed 
by a riaing sect as a defender and a guide. He had courago, zeal, and 
learning. Educated at one time for the church, and at a later period for 
the law, he muted the information requisite for both professions. He 
had tfarrelledy and wtm two oowts ; had been the ftiend of the queoi of 
Kayam and of the dadiefls of Ferrara ; and was moeh more fitted thaa 
LttQier to be the etfeotiye preacher of a new doctrine to ciyilised France. 
The dootxine soon spread. It freely developed itself in the free city of 
Qenera, penetrated to Navarre, the commercial town of Kochelle, the 
learned rities of the interior, Poitiers, Bourgcs, Orleans, and even to the 
low countries and to Englan I and Snntlnnd. Persecution aided its pro- 
gress as much as the preachings aiul vvi itings of the reformers. On the 
atrocious massacre of the last of the Vaudois, the descendants of the 
Albigenses, whom the reader cannot have forgotten, which converted one 
of Uie most inhabited and fertile provinoes of southern France into a 
desert, the honor was uniyersal, and the new religion spread openly 
throoghoitt the kingdom (IM). Two years after the death of Henry II. 
it ooiinted more than two thousand ohurches. 

Up to that time the enthusiasm of the reformers had remained alien 
to the political passions which vrerr^ mingled with the religions zealotry 
of thrir enemies. The sanguinary legislation -^rith which they were 
str-jv k under the successor of Francis I. aroused their instincts of liberty, 
and counselled them to rebel against the yoke. The republican spirit 
made progress. The martyrs conspired against thoir executioners. Then 
came the chiefs, who skilfully placed themselves behind the reformers, as 
the king, the clergy, and we magistrates had also placed themselves 
behind the people of the eatholids. Then likewise commenced those 
noBatrouB wars of which religion is as often the pretext as ^e cause. 

Literaiur€f Seienee, and Art9 under Francia L and Henry II. — The 
llahan wars proved an initiatory school for France, which h- 'oak itself to 
t^? school of antiquity, upon which it formed itself. The human mind, 
m<> more flexible and more p )werful, Rpjilicd itself to everything — to 
literatuiv, to art, to mechanics, to manufactures, and to coiiimorce. Tho 
ll*c of linen extended to the masses ; the first pair of silk stockins'S, worn by 
jfenry 11. at his coronation, exercised probably as much intlucuco on this 
great emancipation of the mind in the sixteenth century as the inspirap 
ticn of the poets and the artists. It is the glory of Fnnois I. to have 
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directed this movement. He founded the college of France and the rojal 
printing-office ; he built or enlarged Fontainebleau, Saint Germain, and 
Ch imbord, and commenced the T.ouvre. He invited to Franco Primaticc 
and Leonardo da Vinci. lie iiimself cultivated letters, and has left 
humorous and amorous poems ; his sister, Margaret of Navarre, wrote a 
collection of prose tales, in which Lafontaine has found mure than ono 
inspiration. He surrounded himself with scholars, poets, and ai tist^. 
The name of celebrated men under his reign is legion. Amongst men 
of letters and juriete may bo enumerated Marot, de Saint*Gelaia, Bos- 
perriers, Duprat, Marillao, Lizet, Poyet, and Montholon ; in theology, 
Calvin ; amongst the most distinguished writers of that day, the phy« 
sioian Ambroise Pare, the jurisconsults DumoulLn and Cujas; amongst 
learned men, Muret, Guiilaumc Bade, Turnebc, Henri E^tionno, a cele- 
brated printer ; the brothers d:i Bellay, historians; Robert Estiern\*, 
Bolet, and Meigret, grammarians ; Jean Cousm, sculptor and painter ; 
Germain Pilon, Philibert de rOrme, and Jean Goujon, sculptors and 
architects. Ailer l^'rancis I., Ilonsard shone amidst the cluster of poet^ ; 
iStkB school of Jodelle attempted a revolution in the drama ; and Eabelais 
tras fbe first of a chain of free-lhinken which was oontanned by Moa- 
taigne and his fdwds la Boetie and CShaxon. 
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XI. RELJGIOUS WARS. 

France^ ruined bv its stru<,-5lcs with. Spain, stained with blood 
religious persecutiur:?. t'>rn bv factions, each of which callod the foreigner 
tahisaiti, fell successively in tha hands of two children. The royal 
power, exalted by Charles VII. and Tiouia XL, seomed to have become 
boundleas under their successors. Tho sonh of Ileary II. suffered it 
agib to l>ecoine wealcened in tho religioiiB wars, by whick the nobles ' 
eodeftTonxed to profit. The middle ages for awhue seemed to have ' 
tetnmed, and it might be believed that the national unity itsd/, but 
recently achieved by foar centuries of perseveriag efforts, was on the 
eve of dissolution. 

Francis //.—The young kin<» fi«?cendcd the throne at sixteen ; he was 
just married to Mary queen of Soots, a youthful and fascinating beauty 
of about his own age. This lady, t^hen lively and gay, after^vards bo 
unfortunate, was connected by her mother with the distinguished end 
ambitious house of Guise, and inberiting a crown ui infancy, she had 
bi;eD sent to France for security and education. The substantial authority 
VIS divided between Catherine de Medicis, the queen-motber, and tbe 
tvo Goises, Francis and tbe cardinal of Lorraine. These three were all 
vayiddiog adherents of the Romish church. Their government from the 
Ottteet was unpopular, and bad raised a host of powerful enemies against 
tfaauy at the head of whom w ere Coligny and Oond^. La Iloohefoucaulty 
Jamac, and the vidamc of Chartrcs declared for them. An atrocious im- 
pertinence on the part of tho cardinal of L(:rrain<> opportunely occurring, 
swelled this band of foes to the Guises. Tormented by demands, some 
for debts due, and s >t;i^ fi)r places promised, the all-powerful prelate, in a 
til of spleen, pubiisiied a proclamation by sound of trumpet, ordering all 
pttitioiieis, ui whatever rank, to quit Fontainehlcau, where the court 
tbm was, without delay, and this under pain of being hanged. The 
court iDstantly became a desert Tbe host of noble suitors, proud 
though mendioanty could not forgive the threat, and many joined tbe 
diicontcQted. 

Omupiracy of Amboiie, — The noblesse was disaffected, the refonncr.1 
^'xasperated by the persccntiorig. Tho Bourbon? (tho king of Navarre and 
the prince of Coudc) profited by the general irritation to attempt an effort 
s?iiast the house of Lorraine. They entered into a conspira cy, of 
whioh La Ilenaudie, a protestant gentleman of Perigord, and an agent 
<rf Coli^iy, was employed by him to hi the ostensible leader. The eon- 
•piratora marciicd upon Amboise to obtain possession of the king's person, 
^ ^ey were denounced to tho Guises, and massacred on tho way. 
Those who had not perished with arms in their bands were decapitated 
^ntlumt trial. No fewer than twelve hundred thus perished under the 
hands of the executioner (1560). 

All these cruelties had been committed to no purpose. Tho prineo of 
Cond^ incited the Huguenots to fresh rebellions. In the midst of these 
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increasiBg eleiiifiiLti of discoid the young Francis pined into the gravo, 
leaving his beautifiil and &0cinating qneen beliind hxm. His public eom- 
duct was influenced by bcr, and she in her turn was guided by her uncles 
and tho queen- mother, so that he ha? left no act by which his chaxmotar 
may be estimated. Ho was styled the king without Tice, which would 
have been a high character had it proceeded less from a want of capacity 
than from inclination (15G0). 

The a'lvr'nt of Charles IX., who was but ten years of age when he 
. succeeded hu brother, Francis II., was the eio^\al of fresh troubles and 
more horrible struggles. The queen-mother, Catlierinc do Medicis, who 
saw herself neglected by the G LUiCs, came to an undciatu-nding with the 
prinee of Cond^. 

De L'HSpiUU. — Catherine deprived the Guises of power, and at 
in obediflfnoe to the wise counsels of her chancellor de rH6pital) siie 
wished to hold the balance between the two parties. Be rH6pital, a man 
of the highest zeal, ability, and integrity, laboured to consolidate tlie 
public peace by re-establishing order in the finances, and to grant tolera* 
tion to the reformers. In the states-general, the noblesse claimed to pre- 
serve its privileges intact; tiic clei\,'y oiTcred its prayers in payment for 
the debts of the state, threaU ning the king witlidamnati'.n if he should dare 
to touch their goods. De rilopital opposed all the obstinacy of his Tirtue 
to the danger. lie succeeded in making the states of Saint-Germain 
vote a portion of the reforms he had conceived. At the same time he 
gained over the Galvinists by promising them liberty of consdeBoe. 
They wei'o admitted, in the colloquy of Poissy (1'561), to a free nd 
solemn discussion of their principles ; in the month of January' foUowins 
^key obtained the famous edict granting tolerance to the Huguenots, and 
allowing them to assemble outside the walls of towns (1562). 

Civil TTars. — The nobles were eager to arrest tlic pro£rrc?s of public 
order. The duke of Guise passing (March, 1-562) by Vassy, on the 
frontiers of Champagne, found some protestants singing hymns in a bam: 
his nttcTuiants insuli</d them ; blows were given and returned, and in the 
end sixty of the rcfui mers were kilicd and two hundred wounded. From 
this time the struggle continued fierce and sanguinary for thirty-one years : 
the wars of religion saw France arrayed against itself, and human Tretims 
sacrificed hj thousands in a christian cause. Both parties preparing te 
war with a ferocious enthusiasm, did not hesitate to call the foreigner to 
their aid. The Guises planned with the king of Spain the ruin of Genera 
and of Nayazie ; the protestants invoked the aid of their brethren of Gkr* 
many, and gave up Havre to the English. France soon became a Ini^ 
battle field, covered with ruins and dead. 

After the massacre of Vassy, Guise and Co"nd(f began to assemble their 
partisans, witli a view to an rppeal to anna. Coligny hesitated, he 
looki.'d on civil war with horror, but it had been long gathering, and 
could not now be avoided ; his wife urged liini no more to be responsible 
for the deaths of the persecuted, and his resolution was taken i jouMd 
Cond^. 

Montmorency, the oonstalile of France, showed his zeal, by setting 
fire, at the head of his troops, to the protestant places of worship in tlie 
faubourgs of Paris, amid the joyous shouts of the multitude ; thus was war 
declared. The finest operations consisted of seizing' and besieging the 
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noit important towM : $1 tile lifi^ of Uoiien, Antoine de Boiubon, tJie 

titular king of Navarre, was wounded, carried into the tjwn afteft ito 
miender, and died of his wound (1662) ; he is more celebrated as 
father of king Henry IV., than for any exploits of his ovrn. The oppos- 
m^armies first met at Dreux (1562). Montmorency cliarged impetuously, 
his squadron was broken by Coligny, and he remained a prisoner. Part 
of the catholic army took to flight, and the protestants dispersed in 
puriuit. But Francis duke of G uise, v»'ho had stood iiithcrto immo v abUi 
mih his cavalry, cast his eyes over the field, cried, *'They are oursl" 
«fld pomd down in a gftUivp on the a8t<mi&hed mmj. Thia eharge 
dMttedthe Tictory; Gond^ bimself was a prisoner. Ghiise was named 
lieutenant-general of the kingdom, and hastened to the siege of Odeaasi 
then in the hands of the Huguenots. Ilere his life and career were 
ssded hf tiie pistol of an assassin, Poltrot (1563). He left behind him a 
son, Henry duke of Guise, whose name wiU frequently occur. 

The death of Guiic restored a larger share of iDflucnce to Conde : he 
signed a treaty with Catherine de Medicis, which had the effect of 
suspending hostilities fur a time : it is designated as the Gonvention of 
AmbuiSG (1563). 

The proicstants laid down their armsj they had obtained a certain 
^bgiee itf liberty of oonsekikce^ whudi tliey were not destined to presem 
Ifoiewas taken from them hy edicts daring peace, than by Ibfoe 
imog the war. The catholic party produced a renewal of the wtnr. 

Montmorency, dissatisfied with his want of importance, excited thepe<^^ 
afresh.' Three hundred death-warrants, it is said, receiyed his signature. 
The council of Trent was a weapon in the bands of the Homanists, and 
the pn , if} declared Jane queen of Navarre to be stripped of her estates, as 
a heretic, and offered them to the first occupant. Navarre, indeed, itself, 
liad been Inng since subjugated (1.512) by Ferdinand the catholic, of 
Spain, but Jane, (widow of Antoine de Bourbon) owned the piincipality 
of Beam, in right of the huuse of Albret. 

The protestants, iofoimsd of the designs of fheir enemies, rose (Se^- 
Mber, 1667), and the king himself, almost surprised by Condtf, is 
i^^Knrted to UKwe ridden fifteen or sixteen hours without food, till he 
mdied Paris m safety. The battle of St. Denis (1567) soon ensued : it 
hid no dedbiTe result, but that the old constable Montmorency lost his 
life there. The Huguenots, with their jewel? and monf^y, procured th(^ 
asaistance of the Rcitcrs, or riders, German cavalry, and the quecn- 
dothcr seeing them in force, agreed to a new peace (1568), not more 
effectual than the former. 

Catherine, by an attempt to surprise the protestant chiefs, Conde and 
^hgny, raised a new rebellion, iitrrcer than before ; altars profaned, 
'Willis and eoDVeiats burnt, and a thousand other atrocities, testified the 
?>uperation of men's ndnds, and the oatiiolic party were not bacikwsvd 
^ a Bimilar course. The troops of Hemrj, the hug's brother, mat^oie of 
^de, at Jamac (1569), and were victorifrai. (Smd6, wounded the day 
before, had his arm in a sling ; at the moment ^e battle ^began his leg 
cnj^hr^d by a kick from an unruly horse ; he defended himself 
feeroically [igaiiibt the enemy, and his people laid down, their Iive.i around 
him, but be was taken, and as he stood after the fight by a tree, the 
CAptaia of Henry's guards came behind him and assassinated huu with • 
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pktol BhfiU This died Cond^^ «t tlie age of thirty-nine. The HugmHUt 
cause was depressed and the coxut in triumph, when Jane of l^avane 

re^^tnrcfl tlie droopiuir f^pirits of her friends by bringing to them ber son 
Henry (atu rwards king Henry IV.) and the son of Con(!(^; there swore 
the young prince to defend riiligion and the common cause tili death or 
'victory. New troops from Gtrmany put the Hugucnota again in a condi- 
tion to act. Coligiiy met the enemy at ALontconlour, in Poitou (loGO), 
where a new dofeat scattered and wasted his troops ; hut Montgomeryf 
the aceidental cause of the death of Henry II. , joined ham in Languedoc, 
and CdHgny marched on Paria. Both siideB needed repose, and by tha 
treaty ot Saint Germain, peace again suspended the strife : it granted 
Bochelle, !Montanbao, Cognac, and La Gharite, as citiea of refuge to the 
proteatants (1570). 

The conrt now altered its tone: the (hufd of the IIugTicnots were 
invited to Paris and caressed, the king emliraced Coligny, saying, with a 
gracious air, " I have you now, and you shall not get away when you 
please." A niarriao;o also was arranged between Ileury, the young 
prince of Deain, and Margar et de Valois, the king's sLbler. Henry, by his 
mother's death, inherited the title of king of Navarre. 

8ami Barihol(meyf*9 Eve, — Hcniy of Nayarre was maitiod 18th 
August, 157^ to the aster of Charles IX. king of France. Festivitiea of 
the utmost splendour followed the ceremony. Catholics and Huguenots 
were mingled together: Coligny near to the duke of Guise at Notre- 
Bame; La Kochefoucault, DamTiUe, and Kohan, near to the moat 
intimate courtiers of Charles IX. On the 2 '2nd of August, CoJi e^ny went 
to the Louvre as usual ; Charles received hini with the greatest atfability. 
As the admiral w^s proct^eding home on foot, an ai quebuss, discharged at 
him from a window, woLindcd him dangerously in two places. Ho was, 
nevertheless, able to reach iiis residence. It was evident who was the 
immediate instigator of the murder. The assassin was known to be 
Maurevely one who before had been employed to shoot Mouy, a Huguenot 
general. The shot wae fired from the house of one attached to the duke 
of Guise. In a moment the news fied over the capital ; the Huguenots 
held meetings, but knew not what to decide upon. The assassin had 
escaped all pursuit. When the king and Catherine were informed of tiie 
event, they both expressed the utmost resentment at the murderoufl 
attempt, and vowed to take vengeance on the perpetrators when, they 
should discover them. Moreover, the entire court went to visit the 
wounded Coligny, and to soothe him. 

On his return to the palace, he learnt that the Huguenots placed 

greater reliance upon themselves than upon the justice of the king. 
lOherine, aided by the duke of Anjou, by TaTannes, by Oondl, and by 
Birague, the keeper of the seals, at length sucoeeded in drawing from the 
young king the order for a general massacre of the refonners. As they 
were desirous not to fail in their stroke, its execution was confided to the 
duke of Guise, the mortal enemy of the admiral, and who breathed 
nothing but vtnr!:cancc f« r the dt ath of the duke his father, of which he 
had always felt persuaded that Culi^^Tn' had been the author. 

'J he duke of Guise never received an order more agreeahle to him. 
He acquainted tht; president Charon, the provost of the merchants, with 
the intentions of the king ; ordered hiui to give notice to the city guards. 
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to arm tbem, and to make them carry a whit« Rcarf on tho left ana and a 
white cross in the hat for belter dislinction. 

They commenced at the house of Coligny, where a band of soldiers, 
led by Henry of Guise, presmted tlnemsehpet. B6mo, a German follower 
of Ihe dnkera, nnhed up afaiiVi and mteting an apaiiment b^ld a 
mmble man engaged in prayer. Artthoa Ooligny i" aaid the leader 
vitk Mb sword drawn. Yes, I am he," was the reply ; "young man, 
respect my grey haira." Without further parley Coli^y was slain, his 
body thrown fn>m the window, and Hunry Guise spurnf^d it with his 
foot as it lay, wiping the face with his handkerchief in order to recognise 
the features. After this they laid hands on all the Huguenots in the 
house and the neighbourhood, who were either shot, sabred, or poniarded 
—not one of them escaped. A similar scene of carnage was being 
enacted at the Louvre, where twelve of the king of Navarre's gentlemea 
ireie pat to the awoid. On every iidoi <m the ttairs, and in the gallerieey 
^ floor was atrewn with corpses ; tha imfortonato Huguenots were pnr- 
soed eren to the private apartDients the princes and princesses. 

Whilst this fearful catastrophe was in pregiws at the abode of the 
admiral^ there was heard a strange sound, that made some wonder, and 
some tremble, they knew not why. It was the alann-bell of the church 
of St. Germain I'Auxerruis ; it was replied to by another ominous voice, 
that of the palace-bell in tlie Cite, which never sounded but toanooimco 
the birth or death of members of the royal house. 

No sooner was heard the clang of these dismal bells, than the streets 
were hlied with armed men a^ if by magic, who slaughtered right and 
left aU whom they supposed to be protestaats ; whUe in the honses the 
ottolie eiticensy catching the bloody signal, murdered without pity their 
Beighbours/ their companions^ and even their own relations. Tiie king 
himself is said to have stood at a window filring at the fugitives as they 
fted, and crying out, **Slayl siayi" Everywhere where there were 
Bagnenota they were massacred, without distinction of age, sex, or con- 
ation — citizens, magistrates, gentlemen, and artizans. AVomen wtre 
not spared, nor youth ; and the child that could wield a mallet, it is re- 
corded, was directed to dash out the brains of tha infants of heretics. 
The fnry .«pread itself even in the colleges of the university, where, 
aoiongst others, Peter Kamus, a man celebrated by his doctrine and his 
luAs, was thit>wn through a window. Numbers profited by the ooca« 
ihu to arengo their private quarrels, and thus numerous craolics lost 
4iurUT6S by being accused of being Huguenots, or that they faTOUi«d 

The next morning the Seine was loaded with floating carcases. 

^^".^rle?, by his missives, ordered tho same scenes to be renewed in every 
'y^'n throughout his dominions. And the principal cities but too 
^ously responded. Fifty thousand protestants are said to have fallen 
victims of the monarch's order. A few commanders refused. The vis- 
tBiint d'Orthe wrote back to the coui t " thai he commanded soldiers, not 
^■tosin^.' * And even the public executioner of a certain town, when a 
^■ISer was put into his handSf flung it away, and declared himself above 
^ crime. The family of the If ontmorency» thou|^ catholics, showed 
^iraHiorrence of these aots, and had the courage to take down the 
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bod7 of the admiral, wbidi had been Hiingloliift eontnoii gibbet, and to 
giYB it bttml at Cliantilly. Cluriea IX. had not failed to Tisk it nvluld 
yet suspendied« Hie followers complained of tbe odour. The body of 
a dead enemy cannot smell otherwise than Bweet" was his reply. He 

now aTOWcd that all wag committed by his orders, and even held a bed 
of justice in his parlianu nt lor the very purpose. The trembling judges, 
with de Thou, their president, could not but applaud his zeal. As for 
de THdpital, who had been long Lanished from court, and who had 
abandoned the friendship of CatiieiiQe since sht* had juiued the (juises, 
he expected not to be spared, and<irdered his domestics to throw open the 

Stes. They disobeyed, and murdsrers irare wMb to xeadi him. But 
THopital did not long sitmfe to 4tfflQtB the miMries «f his oon&tqr* 
His words -were, After saeh horrors, I do not wish to Uto." Tlie joy 
of the pope, on the otiier hmd, and of Philip of Spain, knew no bounds. 
The supreme pontiff went in state to his cathedral, and returned Uunloi 
to heaven for this signal nMTsy. He ottMed medab to be sfruokia koneur 

of this ^' great event." 

Notwithstanding all this blood shed, there still remained two milUons 
of Huguenots. After the first nioment of stupor and iiurror they had 
time to rally and to prepare for defence. Then commenced the fourth 
civil war. It was nearly confined to Koohelle, which stood a siege of aix 
months' duration against Henrr the king's hnvther, and in wh^ forty 
thousand catholics perished. This waa a tonidable tallying point m 
the rdbrmers, who had hastened thitiier in crowds valiantiy to aaatam 
their cause under the shelter of its strong iralls. ConlinrMiceB wen 
opened, and a new treaty was entered into, eoomding the same pcivilei^ 
as before to the Huguenots (lo73). 

Charles IX. fell into ill health; he seemed a prey to a furious d lirium; 
the spectres of his victims appeared before his eyes. In the la^t nighi 
of his life his nurse heard him moaning and weeping. 8he dre w the 
curtain, and the king, with sobs and tears, exclaimed, " Ah, my uuxse, 
nij nurse! what bluod ! what murders I Ah I I have followed eyii 
counseL Oh, my God, have mercy on me From the porea of his 
skin the blood gushed mOif and eofered his bed with the stain; $mA In 
this condition he expired, at the age of twefnty-fouTy 30th May (1574), 
one year and nine months after the fatal night of St. Bartholomew. 

The charaeter of Charles IX. is written in the eyenia of his re%n. He 
was a cruel and perfidious prince, and although a great portion of the 
burden of his crimes must fill on the religion which prompted and hal- 
lowed thorn, yet to have been instrumental in pezpctrating suchAtiooitie8» 
is sufficient to condemn him. 

Henry ITL — Charles dying Mathout children, the succession fell to his 
bruther, the duke of Anjou, who had been elected king of Poland a short 
time previous to the death of Gharles, and had set out for that country. 
The crown of Poland, snlMtrdiaate to aflame aristocracy, had limg been a 
crown of thorns, and a law ^raa at kat passed, putting it out of the power 
of any occupant of the throne to reHere himself of the weight of royalty 
by abdication. On receivoig the newSf tiberefore, of his accession to the 
regal dignity in his native country, Henry deceived his attendants, slunk 
out of the palace by night| and did not rest tiU he had croeaed tiM 
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frontiers of his turbulent kingdom. lie then slackened his spec J, and 
amusiug himself with the fetes that welcomed ium on his road, consumed 
four months in bia journey to France. 

Tiie queen-mother, Catherine de Medicis, had assumed the regency in 
her son's absence, and, with the arts of her uative land, held the protestant 
poms M a Tttl^taoiu subjection, by Bwiomidiiig them with sensual 
IImsMi. Tt» JBu^Mots tatr mth horror aad detestation the accession 
of a king who had taken an aetive part in the foul deeds of the night of 
Si Bartholomew. Its horror had enlisted on their side the polUiqu€»f or 
neatral cathoiiea, with whom thoy cotesed into an alliance. Three prinoea 
of the blood were at the head of the confederates : after many struggles, 
th« court was obliged to yield, and to accept the treaty of Lochea, by 
which the protestants obtained large concessions. The duke of Alcngon. 
ol»tained Anjou aad other provinces in appanage, and henceforth was 
styled duke of Aryou. The Huguenots were alio wed ten towns of security 
in lieu ot six, and the appointment of a cortain number of judges in the 
parliament (1576). 

The treaty of Lochcd disgusted the body of the catholics, who, for a 
long tine, md loudly murmured agaiittt HenzT's weakness, and whose 
pmi» habits of lift oontzilbated ml more, if powible^ than his publie 
MMuea, to it i B i ki him canfeemptible. Hei^wnthts taineiii the strangeet 
^ay; though he had diown eome rigour when only a pdnce, having 
defeated Conde at JaznaOy aod zednoed fioohelle, yet now he found his 
amiigement in lapdogt, monkeys, and parrots, and dissolute wiimftn* ; and 
while he trifled away his hours with them, lie at the same time counted 
liis rosary of death's beads, and chaunted the litanies of his church. The 
uarelentmg leaders of the eatholic party formed a scheme called the 
^««fw«, to pet aside the reigning sovereign, and to transfer the crown to 
Henry of Guise, son of Francis, the recovcrer of Calais, and one of the 
Cioef actors in St. Bartholomew. To disappoint these designs, the king 
Ftttbimself at the head of the league ; then, on the other hand sought to 
(m the piotestant party against the Gmses, and then again suiuk into 
w ih^ of fdly isod debaitehery. Tine pMsed in outhreaks and 
J^aunodations. Mesnwhile the teth of the dnhe of Anjou, the king s 
wotber (1584) , gave new life to tiie eiyil disseneion, for it made Henry 
BoTirbon, khig of Navarre, a protestant, nest heir to the throne. The 
duke of Guise now deenm^him^lf on the footsteps of the throne, treated 
"ith I'hilir) II. and the pope ; raised a thousand men in Lorraine, and 
stirred up Champagne and Piccardy. Henry of Beam, on the other hand, 
^aa Likewise preparing to defend his rights. A third of the kingdom was 
m Uie power of the leaguers, and a third fell into the power of the 
ftformers. Paris was divided into sixteen wards, and the councU of 
JJJeii, in the interest of the league, hatched a hundred different plots 
^Wjl it Henry III. Guise was forbidden to approach Paris, but the king 
JMl«>t pay a oonrier to oenr his ordets. Chdse easM, assertiag that 
^^hibidon had never Kacned him, and, baeked hy the FstisiaBs, he 
Jl^qoired that all suspected persOBS should be hanisbed fiom court, and 
tnut war to the death should be waged upon tlie Huguenots. Henry III. 
^ent for four thousand of his SwilS guards ; they entered Paris with lifted 
pm sad flyuig bsnnm ; in a nmment the whole oily hsske leith in 
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insttirectloiii the streets were unpaved, andlhe windowi piled with staOMk 
fhe chains were stretched, and barricadM elected ; the royal troops were 

invested and attacked. Tlic kin^, in terror, applied to the duke to stop 
the effusion of blood. When it was his pleasure, he did so, the Swiss 
Wf-ro nllowed to retire, and queen Catherine came to make terms with 
the leaguers. While ahe Jiegotiated, the kinpr escaped fiuiu i'uris and H^d 
to Chartres. This insurrection is entitled the i>ay qJ the Barricades (12th 
May, 1588). 

These events drove Ileniy III. to a hateful resolution. He reconciled 
himself with Guiae hj the edict of Union (I088), diainherited Heniy of 
Navam, aod made Guise generalissimo. He tJlien oonTdced the states* 
general at Blois : ho had resolved to zid himself of his enemj by death, 
and, on the other hand, the duke rerealed his project of deposing tht 
monarch ; and his sister carried at her girdle golden scisson, intended, 
she said, to give Ihe tonsure to the new Chilperic. Notice came to Guise 
of the king's purpose ; he replied, He durst not,*' and December 23rd, 
1588, summoned to the royal cabin* t, ]>c was struck by twenty daggers, 
and fell dead in the closet. His brother, a cardinal, was arrested and 
put to death the ncxl day. Thus perished the original plan nerd of the 
massacre of St. Bartholomew. Those who see the vengeance of heaven 
dedartd in the violent deaths of the perpetrators, in the misfortunei* acU 
extinction of their race, are not contradicted by these events. 

The exasperation of the Parisians, on leaining the fate of the Guises, 
knew no bounds. The pope, the Sorboone, the dergy, and the oouncil of 
sixteen breathed vengeance everywhere ; the insurrection spread Ireai 
Paris to all the great towns of the kingdom. Two brothers of duke 
Henry were alive, the dukes of Mayenne and of Aumale; the pope refuses! 
to absolve the king, and his only resource was a reconciiiatimi with 
Henry of Bourhon. The two kings met, and marched on Paris. In hm 
camp at St. Cloud, a Dominican friar, Jacques Clement, obtain<'d admit- 
tmce under the plea of presenting some letters, and, whilst opening them, 
the friar 6 tabbed the monarch in the lower part of the stomach. The 
king exclaimed, ** The wicked monk! he has killed me !*' and, drawing 
out the knife, siru( k Clement with it The attendants rushed m and slew 
the assassin, 60 that neither his motives nor his instigators could be 
discovered. Henry lingered two days and expired. Henry of Bourbon 
was summoned to &e dying monarch, who declared him his successor, and 
at the same time embracing him, conjured him to renounce the reformed 
religion (1589). Clement was declared a saint and a martyr, nayi a 
deity. A statue was erected to him, with this insctiption : St. Jacqnsa 
Clement, pray for us sinners V* His mother was addressed with the saafts 
scriptural salutation that was applied to the mother of our Lord. 

Henr}- ITT. was fond of pleasure, fickle and irresolute ; he took little or 
no sliare in the administration of nffairs, which he abandoned to his 
mother and favourites; he early displayed some noble qualities, and 
auguring from his past life, a brilliant epoch might have been anticipated; 
but his reign is perhaps the most contemptible in the annals of France; 
instead of looking after the weliaie of the kingdom, he used tu occupv 
himself in designing new fashions in dress, and diverting himself wito 
numkeys and kpdogs. He was vain of bii personal appearance, and 
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fiii&ted his fim red and white, and enploycd att BpfUottion at night to 
improve his complexion; lie also slept in gloves, to make faia hands 
di^licate ; and stained his hair to hide its natural colour. 

Henry IV. (snmamed the Great.) — The first king of the house of 
Bourbon owed his title to his descent from a brother of Saint Louis, and 
traced his pedigree through three centurieg and a-half up to a crowned 
head. The throne he thus inherited was not his, it was stiii to be won ; 
and the party of the league, while ih.vy ctilogised Jacques Clement as a 
martyr, execrated the heresy of Henry of Uourbon, and chose themselves 
A new king in an old cardinal of the Bourhon race, whom they proclaimed 
hy the style of Charles X. The cardinal was however a prisoner, and 
toe duke of Majenne, caUing himself lieutenant geneial of the kingdom, 
MHtried on the war. He gave hatUe to the little hand of Henry IV. at 
Hier Tillage of Arquc ", in Normandy (1589), but Was repulsed ; and the 
king, receiving aid from Elizabeth of England, plundered the faubourgs 
of Paris, and reduced Lower Normandy. He again advanced on Paris, 
anl frumd Mayennc posted in the war. At Ivry (1590), near Dreux, he 
animated his troops by words and action. " No retreat," he cried, but 
the field of battle." "Soldiers, follow my white plume; you will fmd 
it ever on the road to honour/* He then ordered the charge, and the 
army of Mayenne, thoii{?h very superior in Tiumbers, was almost 
destroyed. llenry then blockaded Paris ; the laniiue was extreme, but 
the monks, with arqucbuss and crucifix, worked on the religious senti* 
meats of the mnltitude, and in the end the hloekade was raised hy the 
ifdvanoe of the Spanish governor of the Netherlands, Alexander Famese, 
duke of Parma (a natural grandson of the emperor Charles V., and one 
of the eomnianders in the plan of the invasion of £ngland by the 
Armada). Philip II., whose long reign of forty- two years was dedicated 
to his hatred of heretics, still gave the help of his power to the catholic 
party in Franco. On tho contrary side, Elizabeth, who had supported 
the revolution in Holland against Philip, and had to avenge the visit of 
the Armada, supplied troops to Henry, and thus the advantages derived 
from alliances were nearly balanced. Paris, in the meantime, was a prey 
to anarchy, and the duke of Panna entering Prance a second time, met 
Henry at Aumale (1592), where the king was wounded, and obliged him 
to raise the siege of Ronen ; hut the Spanish dnke was ohliged to retreat, 
sasd soon afterwards died. The factions in Paris could agree upon 
aodiing ; the old cardinal of Bourhon was dead ; PhiHp II. demanded 
the crown for his daughter Isahella, whose mother was a French princess; 
end the duke of Mayenne wanted to grasp it himself. The people 
heetme conscious that the objects of their leaders were selfish. Henry 
TV. proposed a truce, and being convinced that he should never become 
Ving of France as long as he professed protestant opinions, he prepared 
hi? abjuration. This ceremony took place at St. Denis (25th July, 1693) ; 
the king, placing his hands between those of the archbishop of Bourges, 
promised to live and die in the bosom of the Bomish church, and to 
defend it against all men ; the Te Deum was sung, and the people inter- 
rupted the service with cries of Vive le Roi /** 



estholSes, and witli disgust by the protesttnts, and though not instantly 
dEBctaal to cure all the disordm of the kmgdom, yet substantially put a 




viewed with suspicion by the 
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final close to the wars of rolirrion in Fratice. Tho kirg entered Paris' 
(22n(i March, 150-1), and the iSpanish garrison was dismissed, the gr€?X 
nobles wero satisfied by receiving a high price for their submission, and 
the pope (1595) granted absolution to the royal convert, iklayeime, xvith 
two thousand Spanish troops, was checked by Henry with three hundied, 
at i'ontainc i rancfaibe (1595), near Dyon, and alter the pope'b absolution 
gave in his allegiance (159G), on the condition that all members of hi^ 
famiiy Bhould be ftcquitted of partioipation In tbe crime of Jmeqpm 
dement. Philip II. himselfy arc mcmtlui before bia deatii, ei^^oedt]^ 
peaee of Vervins, and d^yered up ail the plaees occupied by liu tueofi : 
except Cambny ( 1598) . 

A depraved pupil of the Jesuits, Jean Cb&tel, believed he ehould atone | 
for his crimes by assassinating the king ; he failed in the attempt, haTUi^ i 
wounded Henry in the mouth ( 1594). He was executed^ and the Jemuts i 
banished. | 

Previous to the conclusi n of peace M-ith foreign coimtrios, Henry l 
had applied himself to remove all discontent at home by satisfying thf 
•just desires of the Huguenots. On his return from Jiriiiany lie received 
the deputies of the protcstants at In antes, and consulted lliem as to their 
wants and the guaranty which they desired. Acting on their advioe, 
tempered by his own pmdsoee, and gnlded by the wisdom of de TImi 
4md other oounseQors, Heory drew up and issued the famous ndiit nf 
Kantes. By this the reformers were to enjoy freedom of wonifaii^ tmall 
the towns where their creed then prsTailed. They were allowed to htm 
meetings of representatives, as well as to rake sums for their clei^, 
paying at the same time the tithe due to the established church. In 
suits at law their judges were to be half catholic, half protestant; and 
several towns of surety were left to thnni for a certain time (1598). The 
parliament niado con-.iderabii^ opposition to the registering of this edict, [ 
and the king was obliged to use meuacofi as well as persuasion to OTor- 
come their obstinacy. 
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XL HENRY IV. AND SULLY. 

Policy of Henry IV. — The rcioTi of Henry IV., the only Frcnrhking 
^'hose name has remained papular, was truly a great and a national one. 
lie f u u lid France ruined, torn by faction, and a prey to every disorder. In 
a few years lie was enaUed to establish, together with peace, a new rcig^n 
of prosperity. It was one of his daimsto tht atitude of his subjects to 
have bestowed all his confidence upon the austere Solly, who showed 
husself as severe for the errors of uie prince as he was solicitous for the 
intemts of the people. Sully was bom at the castle of Eosny, in 1'550, 
-^^nd educated in the protestant faith. At an early age he was placed 
about the person of the king nf Navarre, oftpr'-rnrds TTenry TV,, to whom 
he over enntinued to bo firmly attached. While at Taris with the prince^ 
he narrowly escaped being one of tlie victims of the massacre of St. 
Bartholomew, having been preserved by the president of the college of 
Burgundy, who concealed him for three days. In the service of the 
voung king of ^Navarre, the baron de Ilosny, as he was then styled, dis- 
inguisLed himself on several occasions by a bravery approaching to 
raahness. But his abilities as a diplomatist and financier were no loss 
remailcable. In he concluded a treaty with the Swiss for a supify 
of twenty thousand troops for his master's serrice ; in 1597 he was 
placed at the head of the department of finance, and two years after ho 
was declared supcrintendant. About the same time he also negotiated 
the marriage of Henry with Mary de Medici. In his embassy to 
England, after the death of queen Eliznlioth, lie di?playGd great pene- 
tration and address, and concluded a treaty with James I. advantageous 
to the interests of both countries. In addition to his other ofRces, he 
was appointed grand surveyor of France, grand master of the artillery, 
governor of the Ikistile, and supcrintendant of fortifications througliout 
the kingdom, iiia labours as minister of ii nance were attended with the 
happiest success, and the rercnues of the government, which had been 
reduced to a state of complete dilapidation by the combined effect of 
emi anarchy and open warfare, were by his care restored to order, regu- 
laiity) and raluence. With a revenue of thirty- five millions^ he paid off 
in ten years a debt of two hundred millions, besides laying up thirty* 
fire millions. Though frequently thwarted in his purposes by the rapa- 
city o€ the courtiers and mistresses of the monarch, he nobly pursued his 
career, ever distinguishing himself as the zealous friend of hi-^ countrj^ 
and not the temp'jrising minister of his master. His industry was un- 
wearied. He rose every morning at four o'clock, and, after dedicating 
pomc iirae to business, he gave audience to all who solicited admission to 
him without distinction of persons. Sully thus watched over the internal 
prosperity of France, whilst Ileniy IV. by a skilful and persevering 
policy established his preponderance abroad. 
C<m9piracy of Biron, — After forty years of civil warSy Flnmce breathed 
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at last, rr some pnvatc ambitions were still agitating tliey f OVDod the 
roval power above the reach of their enterprises. 

lie hud ha4 no issue by Margaret of Valoi^. He had at first intentlid 
to repluco her by the celebrated Gabrielle d'Estrees, vjioiu he loTed 
passionately, and whom he intended to raise to the throne, a^ his lawful 
consort, for which purpose he procured a divorce from Margaret of Yaklfc 
The design was strongly opposed bv Sully, who often represented to the 
moxiftnsh the bad coiuequeiices of sueh a meaflure, and suoceeded in 
rendering it abortlye. Her death took place under Tery siupioioiu cir* 
oumatanccs, in 1699. Having eaten an orange one day after dinner, she 
w«B suddenly seized with consrulsions, and died during the same week ia 
ezcnieiating torments. She m described as possessing qualities of rare 
occurrence in one so situated, namely, genUeness, amiability, and a 
modest demeanour. After Iht death, he espoused Mary of Medicisy niece 
of the grand duke of Tuscany ( 1600). 

The duke of Savoy had not given up the marquisate of Salucea, wliicli 
he lield by usurpation. He came to France, ostensibly to treat directly 
with the king", but in n alily to enter into perhdious plots against him. 
He worked upon the interests which had been thwarted by the royal reforms. 
Many of the disaffected became traitors ; an old companion in arms of 
Henry IT., the ambitious marshal de Biron, became engaged in tresMit* 
able designs. The king, on one occasion, had summoned him, chargeO 
him seriously, but not severely, with the crime, and showed him 
that he was well informed of his intrigues. Biron fell on his kaees, 
confessed his weakness, but vowed that he would never more for^:ilie the 
path of loyalty. Henry pardoned and embraced him. But Biron, vaui 
and fickle, jealous even of his monarch's fame, was weak enough once 
more to listen to the insi;iuaticns of Spain. He was fascinated by the 
mighty promises of the duko of Savoy : he was to have Burgundy as an 
independent atate. Henry, sojn after, wearied with the bad faith and 
subtle subterfuges of the duke of Savoy, made war on that prince. Biron 
was entiuatcd with the command, and in conducting xt his treachcn' 
became manifest. One day, when Sully rode with him to "view the siege 
of a fortress bdonging to the duke, the former could perceive that the fire 
£K>m the ramparts slaokened, and was directed firom them. SuUytook 
the same ride alone, on the following day, and .was received withahea^ 
and well directed cannonade. It afbervards appeared that the marsbal 
had intended to entice the king into an ambuscade, where the fiie of the i 
enemy would have certainly proved fatal. 

The duke of Savoy, devastated by the arms of Henry, made his snbmis- 
sion and obtained peace (IGOl). Biron continued his intrigues wiih. SpaiQt 
in concert with the duke of Bouillon, with the count d'Auvergne, bastard 
of Charles IX., and probahly with Epernon, and the wliole body oi 
the malcontent noblesse. These repeated intrigues at length brought on 
him merited punishment. Biron was tried before the parliament, 
condemned and executed (1602). His death served as a waining to the 
remains of &e old feudal party that it could not rise again. i 

Those of the aeoomplices of Biron, whom the royal clemency had spared, 
entered into fre^ plots. The Huguenot leaders would gladly have 
accomplished the project of constituting, in the heart of France, a sort of 
proteitant repubUCt Sully tranquillized the minds of the deputies of ih0 1 
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nibimeit, in ^ Memldf irbich tbef Md st GbatellerauU. Hexirff on 
baiide, acted with rigour Ikgailist Mrwal traitors (1606). He was, 
IwwflYer, not enabled to purchase repose and security at any cost. 
Accused of ingratitude by the proteatant*^, hnvas^^e l by the exigencies of 
the catholics, tormented in hh priYato life by still more poignant anxieties, , 
and exposed to continual attempts of assassination, he was compelled to 
iTupect everybody, and to see none but enenues in the greater part of tho 
nobles by whom he was r ounded. 

Great' Project of Henn/ 11^. — It was in the midst of this gloomy posi- 
U^a of atfairs, and its poiplexin^ difiiculties, that this profound pcditimaa 
was incessantly occupied with Sully in deyising means of insuring tlie 
ttiaquiUity and general independenee of the states of Christendooi. His 

aeet was to attack Uie house of Austria in Germany and in Spain, to 
»fiomita great portion of its provinces, to parcel Europe out into 
diTeii states equal in extent and balanced in strength, and to establish 
ipoa tbat basis, an universal and durable peace, guaranteed by the 
Wswtion of all these states. The first portion of this vast project rested 
oa solid foundations, and was in conformity with the dicUtea of sound 
policy. The two branches of the house of Austria had combined 
i-igether, and formed projects fraught with danger to the political and 
religious liberties of the other states. Their united forces were reduubt- 
able. IJenry proposed to combat and humiliatu this proud house, to 
areuge the old ^rievarjces of France, to prevent fresh attacks, and to fix 
the equihui uim of Europe. England, Holland, the republic of Yenicet 
ttdtlie protestant prinees of Gennany had promised to aid him in the 
tteompUshment of lus groat designs. When he should have conquered 
%«itt and Anstrin, he intended, in unison with his allies, to establish 
t kind of European constitution, calculated to inaugurate a perpetual 
Pewft. If Phflip 11. had aUo projected the unity of Europe, it was by 
tie slavery of all the nations, and the extermination of all religious and 
t:oHtif'al dissent : there was a world between the Europe of Philip II. 

that of Henry IV. Ev^ry thing had been wisely concerted to insure the^ 
execntion of this gigantic project. The religious interests of the pro- 
testant states would impel them to crive it every support ; the pope would 
^tempted by the title of supreme chief of the Italian republic; theduke 
of Savoy wou i 1 sse his states aggrandised, andfliected into the kingdom 
f Lombardy, by the addition of the Milanese; H<^d, freed from the 
Spanish yoke, would consolidate its independence ; all, in fact, would be 
onaiuiipated from the feaxs with which the cupidity of Austria inspised 
tlm. 1 tmtyersal war was inevitable. Henry had understood the necessity 
of unring, by long and peaceful works at home, the seeds of his future 
trimaph, and of securing numerous allies abroad. Already, on signing 
•^le peace of Vervins, it was for war that he had prepared, lie mediated 
^een the pope and the Venetians, which Spain had sur (u cded in 
^^mjiling, and reconciled them ; every year he furnished subsidies and 
winiunitions to the Butch ; and in 1G08 entered into a defensive league 
^'^th them, forcing the Spaniards to treat with the united provinces 
41 with a free country. There had long been a good understanding 
^een him and n ueen Elizabeth of England, and when, in April 1608^ 
1» heard of her death, he was deeply affltotsd. It was indeed an irre- 
ttmble bss to hun. Hatty aidiiot,liaiiw«r, lose coursge. Nnmsmms 
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states successively entered into his filliaiico. lie was soon enabled to 
calculate on the prince of Orange, on bwedc:i and Denmarlc, on nearly 
all the protcstant princes of Germany, on ihe numerous relurruijrs oi 
Bohemia, of Hungary, and the arch-dnchy of Austria, on the duke of 
Sftvov, on the pope, aiiti, iiualiy, on the new king oi England. 

Internal Administration. — France had attained a degree of prosperity 
hitherto xmknowB. The gvettt ranlts of Solly's Unmid pdtey we lunre 
already glanced at This minister was emmentij aristocratio ; so nnwh ao 
that he yehemently opposed the introduction of those nanufiietum wiiisli 
enriched the civic daas at the expense of the landholders. Henijy h 0 w e tT « r» 
oveimled his minister in this, and founded the silk manufacture of the 
kingdom, as well as that of tapestry. Small mirrors, in the Venetian ^yXe^ 
commenced to be manufactured. Industry b?gan to conti ih'ite to the re%'f- 
nncs of France. Literature and art added to its f^randcur. The king 
housed in the gallery of the l.ouvrc aitists of every description; de Thou 
and Jeannin, d'Ossat aud Duperron formed pnrt of his council ; Pithou 
wrote the Treatise on the liberties of the Gallicau Ciaireh Jen' mo Big- 
non commenced his great works on jurisprudence ; Ai'naud and Elieime 
Pasquier were the glory of the bar; Eegnicr wrote his satires, which atiU 
retain a place in the standard literatare of his country. Heaiy lY., ip^ 
loved the luxury of fwlMses and gardens, executed great wodoi at Fnntiinn 
bleau, the LouTre, the Tuileries, andMonceaux ; heoonstrueted tiie ch^ 
tsau of Baint Germnin, now destroyed, the place llnyale, andtheplaoo 
Dauphine; he finished the Pont Neuf, the hotel de VUle; and^ notvitii- 
atanding all the expenditure entailed thereby, his preparations for liie 
great war he contemplated were on thomo«^t extensive scale. Everything 
was rcndy : a numerous and disciplined army, paid with a regularity up 
to that time altogether unknoM'r*, stores of every description, a formidable 
artillery, and thirty-five millions of savings in the cellars of the Bastiie. 

Squabbles with his queen, Mary of Medicis, distrust of Sullr, 
excited by the envious courtiers, these, with nulional improvements, 
negotiations, festivals, and hunting parties, bring the reign of Henry IV. 
nearly to its dose. In 1609 its happy and glorious monotony was Tanad 
W the enthudastio admiration which the aged monarch ccnoelved ftr 
Mademoiselle de Montaotoxency, the young and lovely daughter of file 
constable, who had just appeared at oonrti and eclipsed all its beautiea. 
The princ e of Cond^ was her successful suitor ; and the prince, alarmod 
for his wife's honour, carried her off from the court by stealth, fir^ to 
Picardy, whence, on receiving a summons from the king to return, h'^ 
he made a second liight and gained the low countries. The king was^ 
greatly affected ])y this incident : he instructed ambassador to demand 
of the archduke to deliver up the piince and princess of Conde; and, 
Sully foresaw, the court of IhuFscls, in refusing, filled Europe with 
calumnits against Henry ; asbeiUng thai he wauled to lake by force thu 
wife of the first prince of the realm, and of the blood. When Henry 
immodiately aiterwarda menaced war, the outery w«Sy that £00^ waa 
aibout to he deluged in blood for another Hsleii. 

K was, indeed, imfortunatOf tiiat Henry, who had remained so many 
years at peace, should now draw the sword for a cause at onoe otiminal 
and ahsuixi. His dreamy which had been a vision of heroism tad phi- 
lantinophyi waa now degraded and sullied by the iminediala motife < 
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Henry, who was passionately foud of glory, saw the staiA Uiat was to 
robhis ncbierfracnts of their brightness and purity. The aomsation of the 
Spaniards troubled him: perhaps tliere wa3 even truth in the n proach, 
tiiatihe love of a sexagenarian king f )r a princess, and n married pi mcess, 
oftwcnty, was the only cause and pretext for convuUiug Europe and 
^eddiag its best blood. This wei^rhed upon Henry, and fretted him. 
Hig gaiety disappeared. Heme rse and morlihcation came to cloud his 
^Mttung days. A dark preaentimeDt now gathered ai*ou]id Henry : he 
oooU not shake it off. 

Ha intended leaying tiie queen aa xe|fent dnring hit abtenoe at the head 
of hia army ; and her preTieua ooronatum, a oeremoay which had not yet 
tdien place, was considered requisite. This detainea him in the capital ; 
2nd Mary of Mediois, fond of state and ceremony, insisted on it, and 
delighted in it. Henry was annoyed and fretted : he ff equently said he 
should never see Paris alive, and he longed to contradict his presenti- 
ment. The coronation of the queen at length took place. On the 
foliowing day, the 14th May, 1610, he manifested p^trong foil in gs of 
'iespondency. Despatches brought him word that his enemies Avere 
iii4jQiig Hi preparations for defence, and that they ^ave out that the 
Wirery of the prince and princess Conde would at once all ay his choler, 
ttiSltkb schemes. This increased his ill humour ; he called for Sully; 
bol| lesrning that his minister was ill at the arsenal, Uie king's coach was 
<msd to carry him thither. Beren of the suite oooupied with the king 
Us sai|ile cacriage. The duke of Epemon was in one comer, and Henry 
next to him. The yehiclo proceeded, but was stopped in the nanow rue 
^ k f erronnerie by two loaded oarts. This was the moment chosen by 
an assassin, Bavaillac, who, mounting on the steps and leaning full into 
the carriage, struck the king with a poniard, firat in the stomach and 
thon in the heart. One of these stabs pieroed the heart of the noble 
flenry. 

fo paint the rage and despair of the people would be impossible. The 
'^DCe-detested Henry had avou every heart, and the general grief for him 
P*rt(K)k ui tlie character of madnes?. Tears were the least tokens of 
•Wrow; many died on learning the cuUairophe, amongst others the brave 
^ Vic, the comrade of Henry. The lifeless body was borne to the 
^Tie, whilst Bavaillac, who made no attempt to escape, was taken, 
ji'tt^ishiag his dagger, and only preserved by the guards from being 
iiutsntly torn In pieces. He had been a monk, strongly imbued with 
the king-killing principles that the Jesuits had broached. His crime 
W been long meditated by him, but no proof exists that he had been 
iji«tigated either by Spain or by any knot of malcontent courtiers. 
'Suspicion, indeed, has scattered it*^ ^i-v.n on all with an unsparing hand. 
Epemon, the queen, Concini, and many others, wore accused as being 
priry to the deed ; and the record of Kavaillac's trial having been 
'^^•troyed, whilst these personages possessed the chief inlhnmce, gives 
•■le colour to the charge. Ravaillac was torn limb from linib, and was 
••toaished to hear the lamentations of the people for their father, and 
eagerness to offer their horses for the panishment of the regioide, 

The character of Henry, if not altogether the most perfisct, is cer- 
^7 the most interesting that history presents. To enumerate his 
qualities were to repeat all that we admire in the perfection of the modem 
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gentleman. Such was he, another Francis I., with more good fortune, 
more militar)- talent, more humanity, more refinement, nnd with a career 
lar more calculated than that of Francis to illustrale the heroic virtues. 
Then the interior and domestic life of Henry, made known to ua in the 
simple and sublime memonala of Soll^^ makee ua intimate with the man 
as with the monarch, and endears him to us as the wann firiend, tbo 
•deTotod lover, the generous master, the frank and witty eompanion. His 
^oontemporariea, who gave him the epithet of Gzeat, must have admired, 
oven more than they loved hira. In our days, when the warlike feats of 
the past have been so much thrown into the shade, we are inclined to 
reverse these feelings, and to lovo more than to admire him. 

IT(mry was no tyrant ; but his rn?:n hnd certainly a despotic tendency. 
He summoned no assembly of the Ftai C3 where the tiers-ctat had a voice ; 
but his position, much more than his nature, influenced him in that line 
of policy. He had suilored much from popular violence ; he had had 
experience of the fury of the council of sixteen, and the fanaticism of 
the mob hired by the money of Spain. It is not to be expected that 
from remote or theoretic views of the public good he should have 
awakened and given life to this hydra. Besides, ev^ in the plenitude 
of his power, he was harassed by the insubordination of ihe protestant 
towns and the assemblies of the reformers* The wish of all good men 
was for peace and order. The license of the past had thrown into 
disgrace the very name of liberty, whose lasting victories can be won 
only under the banners of moderation. To judge Henry in lus age, 
then, with our ideas, vronld be absurd ; as to condemn him because the 
circumstances of his reign were unfavourable to the public libertiasy is 
unjust. 

Aristocratic as Henry was in feeling, he was htiii less so than hii 
minister ^nlly, many of wliose prejudices in this respect he ov<'r-ra]cd. 
But the exclusive maxim of gentility neveitheless prevailed. The civic 
class, trodden down in this reign, were for nearly two centuries uadbie 
to rise. The cause of this depression may be traced to their want of 
union and firmness* We must also take into account the blindness with 
which both parties, choosing princes for their leaders, avowed all public 
and general principle to be forgotten and lost in the private interests and 
views of those chiefs. 
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Reffenci/ of Mary d0 Me^ei9,'^'£he prematare deafh of Heniy IV. 
tlirew France into the greatest oonatemation, and as his son Louia AlII. 

(sumamed the Jiut) was only iiino years old, Mary de Medicis was 
appointed regent. Henry lY. had been in the ri^^t when he said. 

They will kuow my yalue when I am gone." To prove this it was 
not Eccossary tliat tlie cro\Yn should fall into the hands of a chi]-! of v.'mo 
years old, governed by an Italian womaTi, wlio was governed in her turn 
by two domestics of her country, Galigai, a female attendant, and Concini, 
the husband of this woman, of whom she had made confidants and conn- 
seUori. Sullv in vain endeavoured to persist in that national policj'' 
which the reiga of Henry IV. had inaugurated. The interests of F rance 
and of Europe were sacnficed to those of the house of Austria. The 
nltiaiDODtane and Spaniah influence vrexe destined to domineer oyer the 
fteble govemmait of Louis XIII. until the period that Richelieu should 
sssume the direction of affiurs. The duke of Sayoy, who had compro* 
raised himself for France, was compelled to implore the pardon of 
Philip III., and the taking of Juliers was the only result of all these 
pmarations for war. Sully, disgusted and disgraced, retired. 

teaf^ite of the Princes and the Great. nohlc3 h id judged the 

moment oppirtuno. The quccn-mother believed she had attached them 
to her by dividing amongst them the treasures of the late kin?. But 
their cupidity was insatiable. Laden with the spoils of Franc e, they 
made pretensions to remedy the evils to which it M'as a prey ; working 
upon the diicoutcnt created by their own dilapidations, they reV)ulled, 
sad compeiicd the queen to buy them off by the treaty of St. Menehould 
(1614). 

One of the clauses of that treaty provided for the convocation of the 
trtaies-general. The queen and her ministers did everything to paralyse 
the stiSes by dividing them. They succeeded : each order made claims 
m its own interest ; the tierf^Hat was very ill treated by the two others 
and the court. The states separated without renewing the efforts of 
their predecessors to obtain the periodicity of their meetings. They were 
destined not to be summoned again but on th-^ eve of the revolution, to 
se^j the privileged orders and the monarchy crumble away. Nevertheless, 
the j^arliament had taken the cause of the Uers-etat in hand. It ad- 
<Ire3sed severe remonstrances to the king respecting the bad administration 
0^ the kingdom. Concini was directly pointed out to public indignation. 
Kotwithatanding the court caused the remonstrances of parUament to be 
oppressed by an order of the council, the discontented were stronger 
tluia they were before. They were not sufflcienUy so, however, to pre- 
vent the double marriage — tluit of the king's idstw Elizabeth with the 
iafsnt of Spain, and that of the kinjg himself wit^ Anne of Austria, a 
yoang and not unlovely princees of SSbm^ thus cementing the alliance 
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of France vith Spain* Whilst Louis XIII. was setting out to meet his 
future spouse, the dissatisfied lords withdrew to the provinces and levied 
troops. They were joined by the protestants. Both sides avoided an 
action. Conferences were opened. The prince of Condtf, the leader of 

the disafTc'cted nobles, and his follower?, were declared good and loyal 
subjects nf the king; and the people paid more tlian j-ix millions in 
honour of this fresh peace. The court and royal authority was at the 
feet of the noblesse. They had obtained from the king the dismissal of 
his ministers. Conde', at the head of the ecmncil, already believed him- 
self on the footsteps of the throne, when M;iry de ^fedicis arrested him 
in the Louvre, and sent him to the Bastilc. 1 he noblesse, his partisans, 
instantly fled to raise their followers* The Parisian mob collected, and 
showed its humour by pillaging the hotel of the mArdchal d' Ancre (Con* 
dni) ; thcrej howeyer, its fury subsided. The queen was Tietorious, and 
the fugitive partisans of Cond€ were reduced to impotent exelamatioiis 
of vengeance and rage. Their cause, however, was not lost. The young 
^ king had joined his mother in the project for getting rid of Conde' ; but 
in delivering himself from one master, Louis was mortified to find that 
he had given himself another. The mare'. hal d' Ancre now ruled un- 
controlled at court and council, and the prule of Louis vrm even moro 
hurt by the a^ceTidancy of the upstart Conrini tlian by that of Conde. 
De Luynes, his f avourite, and the young nobles who composed his court, 
flattered the i^tioiuirf h's pn lo and fanned his resentment. Mary de 
rvledicis Jeciiitd liiia knot of bUipUngs to be occupitu m plp'asure, wiLiiii 
they meditated a plot. The arrest of Conde was a precedent and an 
example. Accordkgly, as the mar^al d' Ancre was proceeding to tiie 
counm chamber in the Louvrei Titri, captain of the guard, stopped him 
by the king's orders, and demanded his sword. B* Ancre moved his hand 
to the weapon, whether to draw or surrender it never could be ascertained, 
for he received at the moment several pistol shots, and instantly expired. 
Louis immediately came forth, and declared himself to have ordered the 
deed, whilst the court hastened to abandon the queen-mother, and to , 
throw itself at the feet of the monanh who had thus manifested his 
authority. The body of tlie murdered Coucini was seized and torn in 
pieces by the populaee. His wife, Galigui, marchiontss of Ancre, was 
torn from her alteetionate mistress and srnt to prison. She was con- 
d'Lmned as a sorceress, and executed by the axe, her body btiag consiiuicd 
by fire ; and the populace testified its satisfaction at these punishments 
by the most barbarous traits. The king, who, notwithstanding, was In- 
capable of the government he desired, banished his mother from tiie 
courty who took up her residence at Blois (1617). 

France hardly perceived that it had changed masters. There was the 
same disorder wiUiin, and the same weakness without. Oond^ from his • 
prison, and the queen from her exile at Blois, were weaving webs of 
intrigue. The duke de Luynes, who had now become the sole master of 
the state, neutralised their influence for some time by opposing them to 
each other. But the situation b( came eonijdicatcd by the escape of Mary 
by night from the chateau of Blois, where she was met by Ei>ernou ai 
the head of an armed body of gentlemen ; and, retreating south, soon 
found herself at the head of a party strong enough to defy her enLiuit;s. 
Luynes was in favour of taking arms the king preferred to capituhrto. 
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Ihe bishop of Lu^on, the famoEB Armand du Plessis de Bichelieu, inter- 
Tened as the queen's negotiator. He bad entered the political arena for 
the first time as an orator of the clergy in the states-general of 1614. 

After this he appeared to have attached himself to the fortunes of the 
queen, and had aj^ked to follow her into exile. She obtainod through 
fiiai the government of Anjou, and tlio towns of Anger?, Oh!T!OTi, and 
Poat-de-Ce, as fortresses of surety. But she learnt et tln' -:mie time 
that Luynea had liberated Conde from A'incennts. Thus France saw 
itself again divided by two factions. That of the queen was soon in 
possession of half of the kingdom. J.ouis -XIII. placed himself at the 
Mi of an army. Luynes tried means of seductioQ against ike rebels, 
in encoimter at length put an end to this miserable var. Peaee was 
cflndoded) the qneen retinned to Parisi and Ricbdieu xeoeifed the pro- 
of a cardtnaTs bat (1620). 
^ar against the Prtiettami$, — This last rebellion proved the incapacity 
of the nobles for every serious entetprise, and the indifference which the 
people felt towards tliem. The protestants were in the interior more re- 
<ionbtnl)]c enemies. The flj^enta of Home and Madrid did not ee^.se to 
exasperate the feeble and vi dent government of Louis XIII. against 
them. The restoration to the catholic priesthood of the eburch lands of 
Beani, which had been in the hands of the prolestauts suk e the days of 
Jeanae d'Aibret, was the occasion of a rupture which had been immi- 
nent for a long time. The states of Jjcdia protested. The assembly of 
^ reformed chuiches supported their cause. The court made promises ; 

when the nobles had sheaUied tbeir swords, Louis XIII. went bimself 
to mmpe\ the BdaxiMse to submit to bis edicts. The general assembly of 
iefuna at Rocbelle, which had been convoked despite the prohibition of 
^king, declared itself permanent^ and their consistory published a bold 
decree, dividing the protestant regions of France into eirdest alter the 
aanner of Germany, uniting again the circles in a general government, 
ind establishing tlie rules by which this government was to raise troops 
and taxes, to lovy war, and exercise independent juri.sdictiou. The 
j'cheme was a direc t iTiiit ati(>n of the United Provinces of Holland. The 
^oice of moderation was stided tiiere by some fanatical or ambitious 
^efj, as it had been at court by the Jesuits and the foreign agents. 
Although the noble Huguenots were displeased with the froward conduct 
•■4 republican principles of their party, nevertheless the duko of liohan 
M the command of ti^eir army inue south, whilst his brother, the 
<^<"nte de Soubisot was placed at the head of that in Poitou. The loyal 
passed the Loire, and soon droTO the Huguenots before it. The 
nomcroas Huguenot towns in Poitou immediately submittod. St. Joan 
<^'Angely, the principal fortress belon^g to Eohan, was besieged, and 
with Soubise in it» after a resistance of twenty- three days. The 
left a corps of observation before liochellc, and entered Oiiienne, 
^iere nearly all the to\^'ns oprned their gates without striking a blow. 
An assembly of the Fieneh t lergy voted a milliuji of gold to defray the 
^*ipeii&ea of the siege of Kochelle. It was necessary to reduce the south 
^fore midertaking anything ap^ainat this metropolis of heresy. The 18th 
of August, 1G21, the royal arm y entered Montpclier, and besieged Mont- 
iabaa, where the protestanta held out. Luynes wanted to besiege the 
pJ«ce before occupying the country from whence he might derire succour. 
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He encnnnt^^rcd a terrible ri .si stance. His incapacity rendered the 
courage oi his soldiers unavailing ; he was notable to pre vt nt the duke of 
Boban from sending reinforcements into the town, and afier three monthsi 
having lost onc-lialt of his army by the sword, by disease, ar.d desertion, 
ho was leduced to the necessity of raising the biege. He died kimself of 
the epidemic which had been decimating nis troops (1621.) 

There was now a yacancy in the loyal fayour, for which fhe party cl 
the queen-mother and tiiat of Cond€ contended with the greateat obtti* 
nacy. Conde, deeming himself indispenaable in the war, excited the 
king againat the heretics. Lome resumed ti e ofTensIve. The war still 
continued for some time under the orders of LesdigulereSi but the defec* 
tion of some of the protestant chiefs led to a treaty of peace, which was 
concluded at Montpelicr (1622). The prineipnl conditions of this trrnty, 
which were not observed with good faith by the court, were, together 
with the confirmation of the edict of Xantes, the demolition of the forti- 
fications constructed by the Huguenots during the war, the interdiction 
to the Huguenots of holding lay asscmblie?, and the suppression of all 
the places of fcai'dy except llochelle and Muntauban. Power had escaptd 
from the hands of Conde ; it fell into those of ministers disunited and 
hostile to each other. Time passed in miserable intrigues^ until the 
ministerial revolution which opened the doors of the council to cardinal 
llichelieu, in which he entered in spite of the princes^ in spite of the 
ministers, in spite of the king. 
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Richelieu's Policy. — Louis XIII. Lad said to his mother, " I know tho 
bishop of Lugon better than you ; he ia a deep and dangerous man, whom 
it is necessary to distrust.'* This distrust, ho \rever, was succeeded by 
an absolute submission. The foreign policy of France underweut a 
complete revolution. Intimate relutionB were established with all the 
powen hoetile to the house of AiiBtria ; the old treaties with the United 
Pfonnoes were renewed ; a sister of Louis XIII. was married to the 
pnace of Wales. The plan of a powerful coalition was actively dis- 
cussed ; Richelieu resumed a portiou of the projects of Henry IV< All 
the elements of that vast lea^e whioh had been severed by the poniard 
of Ravaillac were endeavouring again to unite. Bohemia had given the 
signal of that thirty years* war which was to overthrow Germany, by 
conferring the cro'A'u upon a protcstant prince, the elector palatiuo 
Frederick, son-in-law of the kin*j; of England and nephe^r of the stuth- 
ouderof Holland. The protestantii of Germany woul.l tiicinselves hava 
ovcniirown the Austrian Colossus, had he not been supported by the heir 
of Henry IV., or latber by Luynes. 

Meanwhile the enterprises of the Spaniards in Italy, coinciding with* 
^ae great events, had commenced to rouse the court of France. It had' 
felt the necessity of disputing to them the possession of the Valteline, a 
talley of the Alps which opened an easy communication between Italy 
snd Germany. Time was absorbed in negotiations, when Richelieu camo 
i^to power. In a few days the af'fiir was terminated; the soldiers of 
the pope were forced to evacuate the ft>rtresses of the valley. Hichelieu 
St fo ] s^ill in need of time to strengthen himself in the interior before 
^'igaging ostensibly in the great quan-cls of G'-rmnnv. The Spaniards 
avenged ihemstlves for the loss of ^'alteline by promising their aid to the 
protesumis of France. An internal war, as much opposed to the interests 
uf the reformers as to those of France, intervened to divert the projects 
of the cardinal. 

Futih War againnt ihe Frote$tanU» — The French protcstants had 
BUttiy subjects of complaint. The Fort Louis, which commanded the 
town and the port of Bochelle, was stiU left standing, in spite of the 
^Bgigement midi the court had taken to raze it to the ground. The 
Ambling of some large vessels in the port of Blavct, on the coast of 
Brittany, still further augmented the disquietude of the inhabitants of 
%btlle. They believed themselves on the eve of being blockaded, and 
*'ished to foreetal the danger. Si)ubisc made a de.-?cent upon the isle of 
Bhc', then on that of Oleron, seized the vessels of the khig in the port of 
Blavet, whilst Rohan stirred up a portion of upper Guienno and i^an- 
gaedoc. But the prowess of the protcstants had been displayed to no 
f/orposej it had only served to compromise thcin. Tolras ret^jk the isle 
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of Kh^, Montmoreney tho isle of Oleron. The pvolestant fleet was pu • 
tially destroyed hj that of the king. Soubiee took refuge in IbffUai - 
Bomelle ires hemmed in on ell eidee; and England, to whom Bicheliea 
had intimated that civil war alone kept the court of France from signing . 
the protestant league against the house of Austria, pressed the ^ ' rebels " 
to submit instead of supporting them, Peaoe was concluded the 6th 
f ebruary, 1625. 

Leaane against RicheHeu. — The enemies of the house of Aii?tnfi rc- \ 
ceived the news of thistroaty with joy. Wliat was their disappoint mem 
when they learnl: that peace had been concluded with Spain ! liicbtiieii 
"waa accused of following in the pcrtkUIous footsteps (if Conciru and ol 
Luynes. Such, however, was not tlic case. The able politician hftd 
understood the necessity of establishing unity in France before endei* 
Touring to establish the equilibrium of Europe. He had first to face fte 
stotm which was bsewing against him at court* The princes snd ihe 
nobles were ever ready to disturb the peaoe of the kingdom, and mon> ; 
over they hated the cardinal. Gaston of Orleans, the king's brother, to 
whom Richelieu refused a place in the council, the two queens, jeslonsoi ; 
his ascendancy over the mind of Louis XIII., the courtiers, who saw the j 
public treasury closed to them, and the imprudent Chalais, who had j 
already, in concert with Gaston, entered into a plot to get rid of the | 
minister, formed a redoubtable league against him with the count of j 
Soissons, the ambassador of Savoy, and an agent cf England. Ricbelien ^ 
had bought over one-half of the conspirators to insure the destruction oi : 
the remainder. He sowed fearful distrust in the mind of Louis XIII. . 
against the queen and against his brother, and compelled liiin by fear to I 
attech himself to him as his only safety, distracted as he wa3.by the mm 
of his subjects and his kindred. Completely master of the mind of the 
king, the latter entreated him to aooept absolute power. Chahns w 
given up for trial to a commission, and perished on tiie sca£fold« Gaiton 
abandoned his friends, who were disgraced and dispersed, and wascool* 
pletely subdued. Thus Richelieu, triumphant over his foes, amongst 
whom the qn^en and the king's brother were numbered, showed how 
fatal it was to provoke his enmity, how fhiiUesa to resist his power 

<1626). 

Already all powerful, Richelieu summoned an assembly of notables ti) 
create himaelf a new support in public opinion. The king of En«rlan(l, 
Charles I., after successively dissolving two parliaments, was walking 
loss prudently in that patli of despotism which led him to the scafibW. 
The assMttbly ratified aU the cardinal's proposals—the re-purchase of the 
Toyal domains, the suppression of the charges of conataUe and adsBinl, 
tile Deduction of pensions, and the demolmon of fortresses whieh weft 
useless to thi defence of the kingdom. 

Siege of Rochelle, andJBMn 0fthe iVo^«l0fi4iW^y*-— Whilst Richeliea, 
strragthened by the resolutions of the assembly, and created, since the 
suppression of the admiralship, superintendent of commerce and naviga- 
tion, was prcparinr^ fi}r nrw struggles, his enemies, who were once more 
plotting his ruin, furnished him with occasion to destroy them. The 
duehess of Chevreuse, one of the queen's favourites, -^ hom iiicheiieu had 
baoished from court, was the principal agent of the league, formed by the 
duko of Buckingham and the dukes of Savoy and Lorraine* Their tactics 
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VK9 to incite the Ilugmenots to a fresh civil war. Bookmgham landed 
in Uie Isle of llhc, presented himself before Eochelle, and olfered the 
city the aid of the kmg of Enf^land. The Rochellois hesitated several 
^e&^s before declaring themselves. A body of the king's troops 
surrounding them suddenly, decided them to break out; it was at this 
moment that Backmgham, after having committed error upon errori 
evacuated the island and sailed back for England. 

The greatness of the peril redoubiud the energy of the li iciitllois. 
They chose for mayor a marine named Guitin, a man of indomitahle 
enu-age, who, in Mel vUle, strildsg witii Ms dagger the ooiianl 
tibfet that witli it he ▼oald pierce the fint who Bhould talk of 
mnuleiiBg. The Huguenot city ecfttld only be xedaced by fiunme. 
fim tiie luid ode it was enekwed by lines of three leaguea in circum- 
ference ; from 'Ae sea side by a prodigious dike of aeyea himdied 
fathoms ; these works of defence had lasted more than a year, and were 
ooly completed amidst enormous difficulties. The cardinal commanded 
the siege in persoTi, and directed its operations. On both sides incredible 
^•ffjrts were made, and the inveteracy was the same. The Kochellois 
^yere ia daily expectation of receiving succour from England; king 
j-iiarles hid written to them "that he would hazard his three kingdoms, 
if needle, for their deliverance." Twice the English expedition came 
in sight of the beleaguered town, without seriously endeavoui mg to force 
^ passage. Famine was decimating the besieged, though it did not cast 
Wn tb& courage : they only subsiiited onabeU'fish and grass, andcYeil 
vere hegixming to £ui ; oat of eighty men who were defending a 
gate, scarcely ten oould support themselves witl ut a staff. The mayor, 
^uitin, the old duchess de Itohan, the mother of the two brothers, Kohan 
^dSoubise, and the ministers of the gospel, upheld and animated by their 
^iiseouraes and their example this heroic resistance. In the midst of the 
horrors of famine, It is enough," said Guitin, " let one of the citizens 
remain alive to close the gates." At length there wa^ no longer any 
of any de^^iTiption. and the Hocheiiois resigned themselves to submit 
^ the laws of the vanquished, 

fiicbelieu, however, was not a bigot, and he slio^^ i d himself clement 
Jwwdi Rochellu : tliere was no vengeance taken, no victims sacriliced. 
^ town lost its independence, whidi was, indeed, ineompatable with 
idea* of soTereignty ] but its worship and its religions opintona wsfe 
^ftesv and the lives and properdea of its inhabttanti were spared. 

ei^tolation was signed the 29tii October. When, the following 
-^J' the royal troo|M entered the city, they did not Iftnd in it tiiree 
*"wlred men capable of bearing arms (1628) . 

I^he stronghold of protestantism had fallen, and the war now only 
ftn^nialxejj in the south. The aid which Ronan expo( ted from Spain 
not. Louis XIIL, on his return from Piedmont, where he had 
•^^ht the duke of Savoy, by forcing the pass of Suza, that the Alp.^ 
"•6 not suliicient barriers against the French, fell rapidly upon the 
yi number of places still in the possession of the protcstants, burnt 
which resisted, and compelled ivahaa to accept the treaty of Alais, by 
he was obliged to accept 100,000 crowns for the pay of his troops, 
m leHio to Yeniea (1629> The last atraigMds in whiob the 
^<*>8QMto migl) t itin hare MnM thimwhw luifing hmk dtsaasHadt 
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protestantism had ceased to exist as a political party, and all the factions 
had heen struck hy the same hlow; they had lost in Eochelle a place 

which had the repute of bein^ impregnable, and ever open to tb(» foreigner. 
lUchulieu, freed from inU rnal embarrassments, had now at length aixiTed 
at tlie moment of (■oiitcuding for Europe fi<^ainst Austria. 

Jtalian JVar, — The late paciftcatioa of the quarrel in the north of Italy 
proved hut momentary. No sooner was the royal army withdrawTi, than 
the duke of Savoy displayed his old hatrf d to i lance. A Spanish force 
under Spiuola invaded the duchy of Mantua, and again laid siege to Casal. | 
The remuticii of Eioheli^ was iaslaataneom to mardi another army to • 
the Alps. The oardhial had heen just declared prime minister ; he now ' 
assumed the title of generalissimoi and at the head of forty thonaand 
men, armed with superb cuirass and sword, a page hearing by his aide a 
plumed casque, tbe prelate-warrior advanced to humble the pride of 
Austria. Louis follow od in his minister's suite, as did the queen mother, 
who now determined to keep near her s >n, and to make use of every 
opportunity to undermine the great usurper of authority. At tirst the 
war proved successful : Piguerol was taken ; the duke of Montmoreucy 
defeated the enemy in action ; but to succour Mantua required concen- 
trated force, as well as the undistracted atteniion of the niiuister and 
leader. The king fell dangerously ill at Lyons ; llichelieu liad reason to 
tremble for his personal safety. The mouarch, on his bed of sitkness, I 
showed a generous solicitude for the safety of his minister, Should I 
expire, said XjOuis to Montmorencyi " do you promise me to protect the ' 
cardinal Ridielieu to a place of safety." Montmorency promised. 
LouiSf however, recoTered ; hut it was too late to prosecute the war with 
Tigour. Marillar3, who had commanded during the illness and the 
occupation of Hichelieu, had held back, owing, it was said, to the 
traitorous wishes of the queen-mother. Mantua, the duke's capital, was 
taken by storm and pillaged and Casal was surrendered, after a long 
defence, by the brave Thoyras. The powerful diversion caused by the 
arms of Clustavus Adolphus in Germany, aione saved France and llichelieu 
at this Unie from the disgrace of a dishonourable peace, including the 
loss of Mantua to tlie duke their ally. The pope interposed, and nego- 
tiated a treaty ; his envoy on the occasion was Giulio Mazariui, a name 
afterwards fsmous. He showed himself most active, and at one time 
personally interfered between the French and Spaniards, who, onraoeount 
of a doubtful interpretation of a certain article of the treaty, were about 
to proceed to fresh hostilities. After all the iU success of the campaign^ 
Mantua and Montserrat were oeded by the emperor to. tho duke of 
Nevers (1630). 

Day of Dupes, — New agitations occupied the court. The two queens, 
Gaston d'Odeans, Marillac, and all tlieir creatures, were jdotting the 
ruin of the cardinal, and fully hoped to achieve it. On returning to 
Paris, Louis gave an interview to his mother, Mary de Mudicis, who 
demanded the dismissal of llichelieu, in the presence of the minister 
himself. To end an awkward scene, the king bharrJy required hira to 
retire \ the courtiers thougl.Lhun ruined; he weiiL hoaic and buiiud \M 
p^i^pers. Congratulations poured in upon Mary; but, as a last etfori, 
Bichelieu demanded an audience, justified himself, aad remained at 
his post This day was called thec^y of ike dupes (1630). The two 



Digitized by Gopgle 



RICHELIEU. 



£gd[eascd qupons now roused the spirit of Graston of Orleans : he went 
to me house of the minister at the head of a crowd of gentlemen, and, in 
high wrath, loaded him with meoaees, then retired into the oountiy 
and began to raise tro )p?. 

This comedy had a bloody termination. ' The cardinal cauBed the two 
Maiiiliics the uiait'chal cf I'ranco and the chancellor, both his creatures, 
bat who had turned against him, to be arrtbled , the ciiancelior died in 
pDSOD, the otheTi the mar^chal, was hronght before a commission, which 
fit in the caidioal's country hooae at Ruel, and aoeuaed of a lon^ liat of 
crimesy of all save his true one of oonspiring with Mary do Medtois* 
Bemg conyicted, he was beheaded in the place de Gk^re. The queen 
mother had, at the recommendation of KichelieUi been ordered to quit 
the kingdom, and had gone to Brussels, whither, after a violent and 
alwnrd scene with the cardinal, Gaston was sent to join her. They 
thought thry wonld be able to return to their country. Gaston drew 
into his designs Montmorency, governor of Lanprnedoc, levied troops 
himself, and was farming a junction with Montmorency, when the 
latter, throwing himself upon the royal forces at Castlenaudary (1632), 
wad unhorsed and taken prisoner, owing to his imprudent valour. The 
news of his capture dispersed his aimy, and left Gaston no lesources 
but to join his mother at Brussels. 

Kotwithstanding the supplication of all the noUes of the conrt, of the 
princes of Cond^ Montmorency's sister, the elamouxa of the mob, who 
cried under tiie windows of the Louvre for mercy, and even the pxomlse 
of Gaston, who promised to submit if ius generous protector was spared^ 
Biehelieu was inexorable. Montmorency's execution followed, and many 
more friends of the prince lost their heads upon the scaffold. It was 
thus, by the Bastile and the block, that Riohelieu bore down all opposi- 
tion : the victims of hh seventies were numberless, and his personal 
piques were avenged with the same severities as crimes ag&iust the public 
order. 

French I'eriod of the Tliirtu Tear.H War, — In the midst of intrigues 
which were incessantly threatening hia power, Iticlielieu had not been 
able to follow up his project against Austria; he had, however, not 
vemamed a passive spectator of the thirty yean' war. ^ The kmg of 
Sweden, Gastavus Adolphus, having brought the war in which his 
eountry was inrolved with Poland to a successful issue, had, with the 
subsidies of Ptance, led an army of sixty thousand men into Germany, 
for the purpose of rescuing the protestants from the tyranny of the house of 
iiastria. He had brought back fortune to the side of the protestants ; 
d'^feated the famous tacticians of the emperor, and penetrated from the 
Vistula to the Danube. He was only stopped in his progicsa at Lutzen, 
^ Wallenstein, the " demon of war/* He conquered even there, but 
fmained ou the battle field, and fortune onco more des(?rtcd his party. 
The defeat of the Swedish army at Nordiingen was followed by the 
aubmission of Saxony (1634). 

It was then that Richelieu decided upon simultaneously attacking the 
two branches of the house of Austria. He continued his subsidies 
viOi Sweden, and eondnded a treaty of alliance with Holland. He 
signed Dresh treaties with Switaerland and the dukes of Savoy and 
Psnuu Four armies were to operate simultaneously in Flanders, on 
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the Ebine, in the Yaltellney and in Italy. He liimael^ from his clodet, 
vaa to direct all the ^^eratiosa of the war. 
The firat war did not fulfil theexpeotationB of the cardinal. The axmj 

of the north effected its junction with the prince of Orange, after haying 
crushed the Spaniards at Avein; but the Igians, reTolted by ite 
excessea, held it in check until the arrival of the imperialists. In die 
Yalteline, the duke of Eohan defeated successively four divisions of the 
enemy, each ?troTigcr than his ov.-ti, "hut the important expedition which he 
protected by these victories, the invasion of the ^Milanese, failed. On the 
borders of the Rhine the remaina of tlirec armies hardly sufficed to cover 
Champagne and Lorraine, threatened by the imperialist airnies (1635). 
The following year, the Germans penetrated into Burgundy, and the 
Spaniards into Picardy. Already they were only thirty leagues from 
Paris, and the consternation was general, Richelieu himself for a moment 
appeared to he oyerwhdmed. But he aoon rallied his courage, and aho wed 
mmaelf thron^out Paris so fiill of pride and confidence, that he animated 
the Parisians m such a manner, that from dismay they passed oTer to 
enthusiasm. The companies of justice and finance, the university, the 
city hodies, the trades, and the religious commumtiea offered the kntg 
the pay of fifteen thousand combatants for three months ; the youth 
and the artizans of the city were enrolled and formed into regimenti. 
All the towns followed the example of the capital. 

The princes did not share in tliis national enthusiasm, and the dangers 
of France servrd them as occasions for new plots. Gaston of Orleans and 
the count of Soissons, entrusted with the pursuit of the enemy suffered 
them to escape. They hoped, by moans of reverses, to bring about the 
ruin of the minister. They would have assassinated him, had not Gaston's | 
heart failed him at the moment he was to give the signal of the murder. 
The plot failed. The imperialiat army, upon which the princes calculated, 
had evacuated France. Hostilities eontmoed, without producing any 
decisive advantagea to either party, until 1640. One sanguinary battle 
was, however, won over the Spaniards ; and the famous Bernard of 8axe 
Weimar, who had at first been defeated at Rheinfsldt, having surprised 
the Austrians in the intoxication of triumph, overwhelmed them, and 
made four of their generals prisoners. The conquest of Brisach was the 
fruit of this victory which Bernard^ however, was not deetined to survive 

Kichelieu, more exasperated than discouraged by the vicissitudes of 
war, pursued with obstinate irritation the results which were continually 
eluding his grasp. France was exhausting itself ; the court was a hot- 
bed of intrigue ; the people, ground down by taxation, rebelled in the 
north and the aonth ; judgoMnta and ezeentiima did not lamedv the arlL 
KeheUeu redouhled his effi>rU against Spain. The xevduitioiis of 
Catalonia and Portu«d came at so opportune a moment to erown his 
m^hes, that it was beHeved that the hand of the terr^ eaidlnal might 
he seen in these great catastrophes which shook the entire edi&eo of 
Spanish monarchy, as likewise in the civil discords whieh bi|^ to upset 
Great Britain. Catalonia gave itself entirely to France, the Portuguese 
chose a king of their own. Overwhelmed by these enormous losses, the 
Spanish conrt pursued the war more feebly. For tlu* first time since the 

commencement of this sanguinaiy struggle, the Jt'i^tnoh had the advan- 
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\^Q on all their fronficr?. Turcnnc commcneed to show himself in 
Piedmont, and the duke of Enghien, wlio bdcamo the gnat Condc^ made 
iUBfirst campaign in the north (16-iO)« 

Eichcliou triumphant from afar, saw himself snrrounded by more 
pressLD Li; perils than any which he had surmounted. Sedan, the residence • 
of the count of Soissons, the most redoubtable of the disaffected chiefs^ 
iuid become the centre of the web of intrigue woven by the duke of 
Boninon, the beet and the friend of the count. All the discontented at 
Iniiie and abnwd oonespmided amongst themBel?e% and awaited the 
noment of action. An army mardbed npon Sedan, nnder the mar^cfaal of 
Ch&tillon, to reduce the town, and take or humUe the oount of Soiflflona* 
Ch&tillon was both valoroufl and skilful ; but nothing could compensate, 
for the ill humour and backwardness of the troops, ^vhO) with their officers,- 
felt more inclined to a gallant prince of the blood than t) the dominceiing 
'^ai-dinal. In an portion fhrit took place at Marfee, near Sedan, the royal 
troops showed nciihcr ;ilricrity nor determination ; an<l Chatillon, despito 
ftis efforts, was < jn^jiU-tely put to the rout. No obstacle seemed now ta 
prcYent the count of Soissona from marching to Paris, when the almost 
miraculous good fortune of Richelieu saved him from ruin. As Soissons 
rode over the field of battle, he pushed up his visor with his pistol ; it 
vaa accidentally discharged, and the victor perished. Ileport did not 
M. to say that he was assassinated, send, of eonrse, hj the order of 
Bieheiieu ; bat there is no evidenee to support such a rumour. Louist 
who, on receiving tidings of the defeat, was preparing with equanimity^ 
to saerifice the ojSnoxious minister, was now struck with his unTarying 
good fortune ; and, with a supezstitioua feeling, bowed still lower to the 
cardinal's will (1641). 

But though the armed revolt had been q\icllcd, llicheliou's danger had 
not disappeared. The enemy continued even in the clo?et of the king 
the hostilities of which the frontiers were no longer the theatre. The 
grand equerry, Cinq-Mars, the favourite of J. mis, who had been chosen 
by Richelieu for his agreeable person, his frankness, and his frivolity, to 
fill this situation, where the minister deemed iiim little dangerous, but 
around whom all the disaffection was now grouping itself, negotiated 
ftoffij with Spain. The cowardly Orleans gave up a copy of the treaty 
to Bmelieu to obtain his good graces. The latter, who was in a dying 
Me, had time to make a fresh example. Cinq-Mars and de Thou were 
idcen. They were judged by a commission ; Cinq-Mars of oourse con* 
demned. Against de Thou no crime could be proved, except that he knew 
of the Spanish treaty without revealing it. This satisfied the judges, and 
the friends were both condemned. The execution of these youths was a 
touching scene : they embraced on the ?cafFold. Cinq-^Iars died with 
the physical courage of light-hearted youtli j de Thou with the constancy 
of a reflecting mind, trembling, yet full of hope. The duke of Bouillon 
• •-dfetm( d himself by c:iving up the town of Sedan. At the same time the 
Spmiards evacuated iVipignan, Eonssillou was conquered, and France 
'^Rroed its natural frontiers of the eastern l*yrenees. From France, 
^jwai, Italy, and Germany, Richelieu received nothing but farourable 
tidings. He re-entered Paris as a conqueror, carriedin amagniftcent litter; 
the towns opened their gates to receive the cardinal king. Roman despot 
^as noTcr more courted nor more feared. But death was coming fast to 
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close h is triamphant caiwr. A morftml malady waatedliim; jet the caTdinai 
abated nothing of hia nride nor of hia Tindietivenees. He eddied some of 
the king's personal and cherished officers ; he insulted Anne of Austria ; 
remained scnted darin«: a risit that she paid him, and threatened to sepa- 
rate her from her children. Even his Gr inds no longer lowenu their 
arms in the presence of ilia monarch, TIis demr^anourto Louis wa^ tha 
of one potentate to another. He aummoued tJie king to his dying bed, 
recapitulated the great and successful acts of his adminiotralion, and 
recommended Mazarin as the person to contiaue iLs spirit and tobs his 
successor. Louis promised obsequiousness. Hichelieuthenreeeifedtlie 
loat eonaolatlona of religion, and went through the pjova and towkm 
eerenuniea with an appatontly finn and undiaturbed conaoienee. 'uic 
man of blood knew no remorae. Hia acta had all been, he aaMrteM* 
hia country's good; and the same unbending pride and unshaken con- 
fidence that had commanded the reapect of men, seemed to accompany 
him into the presence of his Maker. He died like the hero of the Stoics, 
though clad in the trapping?? of a prince of the church. Most of thoee 
present were edified hy his firmness ; hut one bishop, calling to mind the 
life, the arrogance, and tlie crimes of the minister, observed, **that tlic 
confidence of the dying Richelieu filled him with terror " (IG 12). 

Richelieu is generally spoken of with applause by the French, histo- 
rians, and is said to have laid the foundation of the greatness of tlw 
monarchy, and of the glory which France acquired in the suceeeding 
reign ; he waa to an extreme fond of magaifieenoe and display, and ia 
some respecta lilce onr own cardinal Wolsey, but was incomparaUy 
crafty and artful. He acquired more power than any minister ever did 
in France, and may he said, from his admission into the royal council ir. 
1624, to the day of hia death, to haYO been the sole efficient lutst i& 
France. 

Lonis XIIT. survived his ;^rcat Tninistcr hut a few months : he 
attacked by a slow fever, of which he died on the 4th of December, 
in the forty-second year of his a^e. Hia son Louis XIV. was not five 
years old. The queen dowaj^er Aane of Austria was rc;;ent. 

The character of Louis XIIL is hy no means far )ni u!il;\ His gre^t 
defect was indecision of character, which rendered him liniiJ, reserved, 
and unsociable. His intentions were upright, and he was just and pious, 
hut hia taate for retirement was inconsistent with the duties of his station, 
and induced him to leare the afPairB of his kingdom in the hands of bis 
atateamen. 

I 
I 
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XV. LOUIS XIV. (MINORITY), REGENCY OF ANNE OP 

AU;3 i iU A.— MAZ ABIN. 

I/mis XIV, — The death, of Richelieu had beca welcomed nearly every- 
wliele as a delhrerftaoe. The people beHeved that they were freed fiom 
ImtioD) and made songs ; the nobility came in crowds to xeolaim ito 
prifileffes ; the parliameniy which had seen itself despoiled even of its 
judicial attributes, arrogated to itself the enormons power of setting 
aside the late mimarch's will, by which the r grnry was left to the queen» 
Oiieaiis was appointed lientooant-general of the kingdom, and a council 
was named to limit the powers of both. Anne of Austria applied to the 
parliam'. nt to aonul these provisions, and to declare the regency simply 
vested in herself. She succeeded ; but the appeals thus made to it gave 
that body an erroneous opinion of ita own functions, and it afterwards 
arrogated to itself the right of deliberation on the king's edicts. The 
ptrliaments of France were merely courts of law. The representation 
of the nation belonged to the states -general ; but as legislative ordinances 
taost be promulgated with fon&i and recorded for future guidance, the 
nsF^ edicts of France were sent down to the parliament of Paris to be 
gy alCTed ; if the paiiiament heutated, the king might come down in 
petson, and by a M of jmiice ovemile opposition, or by letters of com- 
Blind enforce compliimce. The question of the regency would have 
come before the court as a question of constitutional law; they would 

a^ked to say whether, by the customs of Franco, the regency does not 
reside in the qn^pn-mothcr, n^Td whether the will of the late kin^ can 
impair those rights. Iti tlits case the decision was in favour of Anne of 
Austria. A coalition of the courtiers wns soon formed, called the Cabal 

the I/nporlants, but the regent banished them. to their country-houses, 
or punished the refractory by imprisonment. 

It was Auue of Austria, regent ia the name of the youLhiLil Louis 
XIY., who was five years old on the demise of his father Louis XIII., 
vho saved the tottering edifice of Bichelieu firom destruction. She forgot 
her ftristocratio affections and her Spanish inclinations, to place at the 
head of her ministi^ that MazArin, of whom the great cardinal had said, 
after his first interview with him, that he had never met with ^< a more 
profound genius for public business." 

Oiulio Mazarini, we have seen, first appeared as envoy from the pope 
Iti 1630. He was an Italifin ecdeaia^tic, of no illustrious birth, and had 
a follower of the IJarlu riui. His sagacity discovered the French 
court to be a sphere where tlieru was more room for his talents than, the 
papal afforded. lie came to Pans, attached himself to secretary Chavigny, 
rose to be the confidant of llichelieu, who even intrusted him. with 
the management of foreign affairs on the death of friar Joseph, procured 
kitti a cardinal s hat, and, as we have seen, recommended him to IiOttia 
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XIII. as Yds successor. The Venetian ambassador described him at this 
time as po^socsinj^ "a weU-forme*! and agreeable person; as -polite, 
adroit, impassive, indefatigable, prudent, cloqiient, plfiusible, persuasive, 
an apt dissembler** — in short, a perfect statesman of the Ttalifin school. 
Yet, if he now remained at the head of affairs, it "vvas osring more to 
good fortune, and to the complete deartli of rival talent, than to his own 
foresight. He had drawn up the late kijig's will, which had sought to 
limit the power of the queen-regent. Anne of Austria forgave this. 
Enemy as she was of Rioneliea, and rilifter of bis policy, no sooner did 
she find herself at the head of affidra than she perceived this very policy 
to he the' only one connstent'irith the welfare of the state and tha aeea* 
vity of its ruler. Hasarin, on br'ng ap^ied tO| promised the most 
aerupnlous devotion to the queen. This Italian, less great than Eichelieoi 
nevertheless continued his foreign policy. Whilst plundering France, 
he definitively established her preponderance over Austria; and, rot- 
witlistanding the disordered state of the finances and the tumult oi" 
factions, he terminated twenty-five years of sanguinary wars by treaties 
which restored France its Alsatian £ronti(?r, which consolidated its 
iniiuence as far as the north, and which remained the diplomatic chart of 
Europe until the French revolution, 

Coniinnaiiun of the Thirty Years' War, — France continued to triumph 
on all her frontiers. The Spaniards, led hy a general, grey with exj^ 
rience, threw themselves into Champagne; the weakness of the govern* 
ment of a minority roused their hopes ; ^ey helieyed themselves onee 
more on the road to Paris. The army which they had to encounter was 
commanded by a yonng man of twenty years, who had received orders 
not to hazard a battle ; hut this young man was the great Condd In 
spite of the court and the old councillors by whom he had been sur- 
rounded, he broke at Rocroi the Spanish infantry, and *^ with a glance, 
which at once took in the danger and the resource,'* gained the battle. 
The ancient honour of Spanish arms was lost : the respect which Europe 
had entertained for the soldiers of Spain cud centred itself on those of 
France. Oonde' knew how to conquer and to profit by victory. lie 
advanced across the enemy's territory, took Thionville (1643), made the 
Germans re-oross the Bhsne, and crossed it after tiiem. With Grammont 
and Turenne he attacked tiie camp of the old wairior Mereyi who wsa 
entrenehed near Frihurg on two eminences. The oombat was resumed 
three times in as many oays. Oond^ threw his marsh aVs baton wlthii 
the enemy's lines, and went to seek it again sword in hand (I6i4). 
Mercy saved the remnants of his army by rei&eating with forced maroh^, 
and left his artillery and baggage behind him. Spires, liindau, Philips- 
hvLT^^ WoiTns, and Mayence surrendered. The following year Conde 
came to retrieve the defeat of Turenne at ^^lariendalil, attacked MercT in 
the sanguinary battle of Nordliii^en, and gained a complete victory, alUr 
a hard strusrgle, in which Merry ]iini?i<'U' was killed (lG4."i). 

French arms were as victorious in I'landers as they v.'i-ie in Germany. 
Gravclines capitulated. After many other strongholds, Courtray opened 
its gates under the eyes of the enemy's army. On the sea there was Uic 
same success. Twenty galleys defeated the Spanish fleet on the coast cC 
Italy. The same year Gond^, seconded by the Dutch admiral, look 
Dunkirk, the key of Flanden. The fortunes of France were only 
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irtnting in Spain, where inefficient iroops, badly paid, failed before 
LcffidSy aod in Italy, where Maearin suffered Naples, roused by the 
iUherjnan Massaniello, to fall again under the hated yoke of Spain ( 164^1). 
Bvit so many reverses had overwheirrted the house of Austria, that it no 
longer knew haw to profit by any advantage. Turenne, after his jiin(ti()n, 
in the lands beyond the Rhine, with a Swedish army, had pvislied liis 
cavalry to the gates of Munich, and cunipell^d the duke of Havana to 
abandon the Austriau alliance. He virtually held Austiia, The 
goyemment fearing to work in ivrcm of the SwedM, aad te break the 
equflibrium df QwmKaj t» ihe adTaatage of the prokeatHrts, vecalled 
nmuke (1646). But tlie foUowing year, ihe duke of Bavaria hariiir 
fMitod bis treaty of neutrality^ Turenna letwiied to Qeimany, raUied 
Ite Swedes, fceaaed by Ike imperialiatiy and aided them to gain the 
IttHle of SummmfaauM&y near Augsburg. The duke of BaTwia, nearly 
mn octogenarian, was foroed to fly, leaving his states as a prey to the 
con(*ueror«. They were about to penetrate into the heart of Austria, 
•when great tidings stopped them. The emperor submitted to the law of 
necessity, the thirty years' war was ended (1648). The pacification, 
however, did not extend to Spain. Spain had resisted peace, notwith- 
Etandinfi^ the sanguinary battle of Lens, where Conde had been again 
victorious ovei: the emperor's brother Lteopold, haying taken a hundred 
banners and tiiirty-eight pieoea ef eannian:: Spain xedDonad upon the 
gema of diaooid which bad been spreading through Vnao^f during the 
SfiaTeafs of yiotoriea* 

Jml^mm af WutphoXkL — ^The negotiatienf which had almat been on 
fsot vnee the oonmencement of the war, wore thus not to be tmninated 

avniversal peace. Great results had, nevertheless, been obtained, 
ere were three distinct treaties. The first between Spain and the 
united provinces, proclaimed the independence of Holland. The second, 
between ranee and Austria, established the triumph of federalism over 
despotic unity, which the house of Austria had wished to impose upon 
Germany. It stipulated lor liberty of conscience for the pretestants ; 
regulated the rights and the rd^ations of the Germanic s^tes; gave 
Alsatia to France, leas the great impeorial city of fitnuburg ; confirmed it 
ia tfie poflMawm of tiie tiuae ln^oprici» Toul, Meta, aaid Terdsn; flnd 
iactaed a peipetaal peace between tne kingdom of France and the holy 
Ttflmiii empire. The third treaty conferred upon tiie Swadea, thoiainde* 
fatigable alliea of France, Pomerania, and many places, and money. 
AaatriA was vanquished, and the French, enriched by a beautiful 
province, had become the lawgiver*? of the empire, and had inairod tho 
kldependence and the security of the varions states of Europe. 

The Fronde. — At the period when that celebrated treaty was signed, 
Paris was in a state o£ rebellion. Masarin had drawn upon himself 
universal reprobatiou. The foremost grievance against the new minister 
was that he was an ItaliaD, which rendered him edu>us j his imperfect 
pfonnnciation and his manners rendered him ridiculous. He was jeered 
allaateadof being feared. Bat to these grievanoea he added many otheis. 
Whilat BieMkfBlEept kia eaeanea in obedience thnnigii fear, If aaarin, in 
^ aonl of his, added contempt to hatred, by the perpetual use of falae- 
kood. And his enemies not only consisted of the great, for the people 
knd daariypaid im the viotoriea of Iteioa. Biehaliett had not had 
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k 15 are to establish the finances. Thti reckleaa administration of Mazariri 
Lad iiad no difficulty in augmenting the chaos which reigned th^re, and 
the misery of Uie peapie. He bettered the inatruction of Richelieu^ in 
devising unpopular measures to fill the exhausted exchequer. He 
tufieied irregularities hf othefs, nay, committed them Jiimself i at lag 
death he left a hundred milHoiis of property te hia nieoea. Tim 
parliament ekinied to defend the interests of the people. A» the aria» 
tocraoy of the eword had become weakened, the aristocracy of the robe 
had extended ite in£Uience» by seeking to enbetitute its regular control 
to the tumultuous resistance of the grandees. The parliament of Paris, 
emanated from the royalty of whit h it bad been for a long time the 
instrument and the support, had ;ij)pi opriated to itself the iulierilarii e of 
states-general. They claimed the right of examining and refusing to- 
pass the pecuniary edicts of the crown. It was in vain that Kicheiieu 
had exhausted hiarigour s against the parliamentai lans, he had only envaa- 
omed the eli uggle and rendered it more decisive. Ma^arin commenoBd 
by fiatteriD£[ them, and this manceuyre sneoeeded for a Uw months* But 
their eompliaaoe was soon at an end, they thought the moment had 
arrived that the;^ should interfere in nuUio rasineas. 

Oneof Masarin's schemes for repieniahing the treasury, affeeted the 
parliaments ; it deprived them of four years' salary, and threatened the 
loss of the pmUeitey or heritabllity of offices of emolument and trust. The 
parliaments united, in despite of its having been forbidden, and twenty- 
seven articles were drawn up ff>r the approbation of the regent. They 
com prised charges of ignorance against the fir ancierp, and propositions 
lor abolishing monopoly, reforming the system of taxatiun, uri<i estabiiah- 
ing the liberty of the subject. It was, in fact, not less than an attempt 
at a national coTistiLution (1048). The regent considered these 
articles as death-blows to the royal authority. Not in a position to 
deny, the minister detemiined to evade. In a bed of iustioe, the yonng 
king was made to grant some inmiaterial part of the demanda ; hot 
principal artades were Ibiind to want the eipression which gave them 
force. The presence of royalty did not now keep down the murmurs, and 
the boyhood of Louis XIV. unfortunately saw his dignity insulted and 
his fiuuiority denied. "Rred up in these quarrels, his yonng ears drank 
in the continned complaints and imprecations of his mother against the 
parliament; and the circumstances iiKreased that Strong bias to deapot- 
iam which was but natural to his station. 

At a time when the English parliament was beheading its king, the 
paiiiauient ui France tiiought it might at least dispense with the royal 
sanction. It, therefore, commenced to decree its reforms. Mazarin, who 
had ezhaustsd every aitifice end meana of delay, took advantage of tfce i 
tidings which had arrived of the victory gained by thorPrince of Cond^ ■ 
at Lens, to strike a great blow. On the 26th of August tne king went in J 
state to hear the Te Deum sung in honour of the victory. The oppor- I 
tunity was taken of the military force attending the ceremony to arrest 1 
six of the chief magistrates. Broussel was the name of the principal. | 
The news of hia imprisonment created a tumult, which soon grew into a I 
seditious mob, clamouring for the liberation of the prisoners. Tb«? 1 
marechai de la Meilh raye, with two hundred guards, tried to dispersi | 
em; he drove them back to the Pont I*<eui*| where his progress wa^ 
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impeded, and where he met de Retz, coadjutor of the archbishop of Paris, 
who had rushed out in' his robes auiungst the mob. After haviDg 
harangued, and momentarily tranquillised the populace, de Retz hurried 
with the marechal to the palais royal, to repretent thealwrming state of 
the citj to the queen* Anne of Aufltria, who knew the coadjutor^s 
duyracter, suspected him as one more likely to throw oil than water on 
Ihe flame. It is rebellion itself to imagine that the people can rebely" 
aud she, you would have me deliver Broussel ; I will Erst strangle 
kim with these hands.*' This resentment, seconded by the jeers of the 
court, had the ill effect of converting Hetz into a dangerous enemy. The 
mob, however, dispersed for the day ; and it was not till the morrow that, 
on the meeting of parliament, and in full cognisauce of the matter, the 
more respectable citizens joined the populace in renewing the tumult. 
The queen had troops. Defence was necessary, and tradition pointed out 
the meaus. In a few hours the barricades of the league were renewed. 
The streets were everywhere broken up ; and the intrenohments, 
piaxded by an armed population, becamoi as tiie military men of that day 
aTerredy impregnable to a force of whateTer magnitude. 

The presidents and chiefs of the parliament now proceeded to supplicate 
the queen to allay the tumult, by rendering up tne prisoners. At first, 
mhe^^kened to, the people drove them back into the palace, and into the 
queen's presence; to whom a sister queen, the wife of the iinfortunate 
Uharleg I., then present, observed, tiiat the troubles in London were 
never more passionate nor more alarming. The court was forced to yield, 
Broussel and Blancmenil were restored to liberty. The barricades were 
immediately levelled, and the people ceased their turbulence and clamour. 
The court in yielding had but temporised, however, and it soon made its 
escape from the capi^ to St. Germalns. Such was the first insurreotiflii 
ciikB fronds* As it had been commenced by troops of urohinsy who, at that 
time armed theiyselTes with sUngs, the wits of the court called the insure 
gents Jrondeursj or slingers, insinuating that their force was trifling, an4 
aim merely mischief. The young lords and dames, who afterwards 
mibraced the party, willingly adopted a name which so well charactrriBcd 
their petulence, and sportive rather than serioug rebellion. Whilst 
joining the people, they were not sparing in their conienipt of it. They 
could only be gainers hy the disorders. It was the prince of Conti, a 
small hunch-backed man, a "a zero," said cardinal Retz, ''who was 
only multiplied because he was a prince of the blood," whom the 
Paxisiana elected aji their generalissimo. The other chiefs of the party 
were the grandson of Henry lY., the due de Beaufort, called the rot ifat 
iattet (the king of the markets). He was the most popuhu*, owing to }a$ 
aSsihle manner and handsome person. There was likewise the due de 
Bouillon, smarting under the loss of Sedan; Turenne, who was won over 
by hia passion ^for Madame de Longueville ; the dues de Yenddme; 
Nemours, Larochefoucault, and, as we have seen, by the witty and 
brilliant abbe de G ondi, cardinal Retz, who loved to hear himself called 
the little Catiline, and who of his own avowal had the "least ecclesi- 
astical 8oui of the universe." It was an army without soldiers. The 
parliament ordered levies of troops, and decreed new taxes to defray the 
ix>6i of the war. 

Although blood was aht^d upon more than one occasion, intrigue and 
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song were the principal arms of the war. Conde, who commanded the 
royalist army, prepared to invest Paris, and occupied on either side of the 
city the bridges of Charenton and St. Cloud ; but with only twelve 
thousand men it was impossible to invest the metropolis. The Spaniards 
suddenly entering France, led, through fear, to the momentary reconcilia- 
tion of the factions. An accommodation was signed, and the cinefr of 
sedition seized the occasion to endeayour to wrest some fragments from 
the nysl liberality. Bonillon wanted Sedan, Tuenne, Aisaoe ;^ EHmbo^ 
the government of Picardy; Beaofbrt, to be admiral. Conde deemed 
lumaelf indispensable ; he had unsupportable exigencies, he was haughty 
and overbearing, and pleased nobody* The crafty Mazarin embroiled 
him with the frondeurs, and, having isolated him, caused him to be 
arrested, together with Conti. Turenne had gone over to the Spaniards, 
and declared that he was fighting for the deliverance of the princes. The 
party of the princes and that of the frondeurs found themselves nnited 
and supported by the Spaniards. Mazarin was compelled to yield. 
Banished by the parliament, he left France, and went to the elector of 
Cologne at Bruhl, from which place he directed the counsels of the 
regent in the same numier as beibre. His enemies soon ceased to agiii 
tosether. He retomed with an anny in his pay, and whidi born ftls 
oolours. The factions hardly recognised each oUier amidst Ihese strange 
revolutions. Whilst Turenne made his peace with the court, Coim 
in his turn went over to the Spaniards. The parliament, which at ieast 
had at heart to repulse every approach at understanding with the enemies 
of the state, showed nothing but irresolution and weakness. The civil 
war recommenced with more ardour than ever. The young king, who 
was pursued by the rebels, was dragged by his mother from province to 
province. Condc^ triumphed at Bleneau, arrived at the gates of Paris, 
and sustained in the faubourg St. Antoine the efforts of the royalist army. 
Ko chance appeared of Gond^s saving himself and the lelics of ms 
«nny, when the gntes of SI Antoine nnespeotedly opened to leoelvi 
him, the cannon ci the Bastile at the same time senusg ^eir fire upon 
the three attacked streets, and Ihns effiMtuaUr checking the progress sf 
tiie royalists. This well-timed succour came mm Mademoiselle de Mont^ 
pensier, daughter of the duke of Orleans, whose sympathy for the heroie 
Cond^, now in distress, was aided by the clamours of the populace, 
enraged at beholding a rash and imprudent, but still generous, prinoe 
sacrificed to the detested Mazarin. She wrung from the municipal 
oflScers the orders for opening the gates, herself directed the firing of the 
euns of the Bastile ; nay, her hand is said to have applied the match. 
Mademoiselle had aspired to the hand of Conde, to that of the king, and 
might hope at least to espouse a sovereign prince. But Mazarin 
ohMVYcd, on seeing the fire of the Bastile, and knowing who oommanM 
It, ** That shot has killed the husband of mademoiseUe.^' 

Tenor spread itself throng^umt Paris ; anarchy was oomplete ; Ike 
parliament knew no longer how to maintain its position, and out of fear 
appointed Conde generalissimo of the armies, and Gaston of Orleans 
regent of the kingdom. The king broke its decrees, and transferred it 
to Pontoise. One-half only obeyed, the other remained at Paris. Afiairs 
were now further complicated by two parliaments issuing conflicting 
decrees i they, howeyer, concurred in demanding the ej^ulaion of 
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lisax^. The ndnister leaiying Fnmoe a second timef wrote to the 
hngy There is not sn asrlum left to me in a kin^om ail whose fien- 
tlm I have extended." Thoee who had driven him firom it were aoon 
araipelled to receive him back, odloua as he had been^ with joyM 
acclamations. The weariness of parties was extreme, the parliaments 
were divided, the prinreg did not agree together, the people were disgusted 
with all. At length the provost of merf hanta went on behalf of the city 
to supplicate the king to return to it ; ATazarin was not long in rejoining 
Uie court ; and the frandeurs wvrc stifled in his anti- eh ambers. The king 
publiahed an amnesty, from which the princes and Larochefoucault were 
excepted. Conde quitted Paris to ioin the Spanish armies. The duke of 
Orleans was ordered to Blois, and tne duke of Beaufort accompanied him. 
loiiis entered Paris on the 21st of October, 1652, and held a bed of 
jnslm in his parliament oo the following day, which was llie annivenary 
>f tlia famous deolaratkniy or constitution it mi^ht be called, of 1648. 
From his throne the monarch declared his will, that the parliament 
should no more presnme to interfere with state affidrs, to discuss or oppose 
them ; at the same time he forbade its members to ciiltivate the acquain- 
tance of princes and grandees. This royal edict, nnnulling its lonj^ and 
fiercely- contested claim g, the parhameut registered without a murmur; 
and from that hour the spirit as well as the insurrection of the fronde 
may be considered as ceasing to exist, at least in the capital. If a proof 
be needed, it lies in the arrest of the coadjutor, the cardinal de lletz, in 
a few weeks after, without a symptom of riot, or even chagrin, on the 
psvt of a people of whom he had been the idol so lately and so long. 

nms wretchedly terminated this singular war of the^n^e, which 
has been justly denominated child's play ; the traces of it were effaced 
Hum speedily than ever those of the league had been. Its principle had 
beoi a serions one ; if the tier$»€tu$ had at the outset had more c<m* 
^'T^terscv, it mi^ht have led to something different than a (juarrel of men 
i f the robe and a last affray of nobles and princes. To judge from tho 
bon mots with which both parties enlivened the struggle, it was nothing 
but a symptom of the common impotence, and only profited to royalty. 

Treaty of the Pyrenees. — Ci%Hl discord had led to fatal consequences 
abroad. Ail the concj^uests of French arms in inlanders had i'allen back 
into the hands of the archduke ; the Spaniards had retaken scveralplaces 
in Jiatikft >nd seiaed anewnpona portion of Gataloaia. Assoonas France 
m m isstmed to hmelft the enemy was compelled to resume the habits of 
defiMt. Oond^ was vanqiiished as soon as he no longer commanded 
i^renchmen. Tureuie repulsed the enemies from the northern frontier, 
and made them raise tioe siege of Arras. Mazarin having, by the 
JffQBtise of Dunkirk, gained the alliance of England, overwhelmed the 
fipeniards. Turenne invested Dunkirk. When the enemy approaehed 
to aid the town, Turenne's army, sustained by an English sr|VLa li on from 
Cromwell, at the battle of the Dunes, or sand-hills, near Dunkirk, com- 
^etely routed Conde and the Spanish. The battle was decisive. Louia 
JCIV., who had this year made hia first campaign, entered Dunkirk, and 
save it up to Cromwell, whom Maaarin at the same time styled in his 
mHos ^the greatest man upon earth (1658). 

He doubled whsOier his Ibrtmie were secure from the dan j^em 

iimatigatloii as to tha means by which it had been seqniredi and 
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before his decease he surrendered the whole of it into the hands of 
the king, who disappointed not his expectations, and restored the whole 
as a free gift from the hands of the sovereign. The most praisewortliy 
act of his life was done on his death-bed, and that was the endowmg of 
the college which bears his name. 

Henry IV., Richelieu, and Mazarin seem only to have employed their 
laborious careers to smooth the path of Louis XIY. Prance had van* 
quished all its oiemieft alnoad. At liome the royal authority reinaisiod 
vithottt oountenpoise. The king alone remained in the integrity of his 
power, capable for ^od or for otU. When Louis XIY. aaid, I am the 
atate/' there wae in that comprehenaive fignre of speech neither arro* 
gance nor hoastrng, but the simple enunciation of a faet. 

The king soon after fell dangerously iU at Calais, his life was despaired 
of; and Mazarin was already in alarm, making preparjitiong for fliglit, 
when an emetic was proposed as a remedy. It was a thing tho;i unknown, 
and looked upon as unnatural and dangerous. It was administered, 
however, and Louis recovered, to the great joy of his minister. France, 
in the meantime, thouL'h victorious, was anxious for peace. Cromwell's 
death rendered the alliance of England little prolitable, and the iioanues 
of the kingdom were in a state of disorder and debt. Anne of Austria's 
desire was that he should espouse the infanta ; but as there was a proha- 
bility of this princess becoming the heiress of the monarchy, the long of 
Spain was reluctant to hare her rights confounded with those of the house 
of Bourbon. The future proved the justice and aagainty of his reluctance. 
Still Spain had even more need of peace than France ; and when Louis 
moved to the south of his dominions, and affected to pay court to a 
princess of Savoy, Don Louis de Haro, the Spanish minister, alarmed 
lest the sole opportunity and bond of peace should be destroyed by a 
marriage with Savoy, despatched a private emissary to Mazarin, proposing 
the hand of the infanta, and negotiation's i'or peace. The king at that 
time, it is said, preserved a lingering attachment for Mana Mancini, one 
of the cardinaTs nieces, and the cardinal was not averse to see his mecs 
queen of France. Anne of Austiiai howeyer, would not make this 
saorifloe to her fiiend and minister. She wss permptory, and the 
demoiselles Mancini were sent away from the court for a time. The 
espousals between Louis XIY. and the infonta Maria Theresa of Austria, 
daughter of Philip lY. of Spain, were oelebrated in June, 1660, with 
great magnificence. The courts and monarchs met in the Isle of Phea- 
sants. Conde was received and pardoned. The weak Gaston duke of 
Orleans dying about this time, Louia XIY. [panted his appanage and 
title to his own brother Philip, hitherto duke of Anjou, from which 
is descended the pres^ nt house of Orleans. Mazarin might now be 
said to have completed his career, or, m a politieal point of view, to 
have completed the career of Eichelieu. Every great object of poUcj 
proposed oy the latter had been guned : the nobles were humkledt 
the house of Austria weakened ; and Franoe, enriehed in territory st 
least, at her expense, had obtained compactness and a powerfiil fSrontier. 
hi his private fortune, which was enormous, Mazarin had- been as sue- 
eessful : he married his nieces to the first nobles of Europe, who, though 
prizing high blood, did not think it derogatory to ally with power, how- 
erer upstuU The peouniary weaith| the TaluableSy and piotures oi 
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Jil&zaria were immense. He was fond of hoarding — & paanoa that 
seized him irhm he flrrt found himself bankhed and destitute* Hie 
lore of piotuies wae as strong as his loire of power — stronger, ainoe it 
inrnyed. A ilittal malady had seised on the cardinal, whilst engaged in 
the oonferences of the treaty and worn by mental fatigue* He brought 
it home with him to the Louvre. He consulted Guenaud, the great 
I^yaician, who told him that he had two months to live. Some days 
after receiving this dread mandate, Brienne perceivefl the cardinal in 
night-cap and dresaing-gown, tottering along his gallery, pointing to liis 
pictures, and exclaiming, *' Must I quit all these TTe saw Brienne, 
and nccosting him, " LfOok !" exclaiTned be, luok at that Correggio ! 
this Venus of Titian I that incomparable Deluge of Caracci! Ah! my 
friend, I must quit ail these. Farewell, dear piuLiaes, that I loved so 
dearly, and that cost me so much V A Ibw days before his death, he 
esnsed himself to he diessed, shavedy rongedy and painted, so that he 
Defer looked so fresh and Tennillion'' in ms life. In this state he was 
carried in his chair to the promenade, where the envious courtiers cruelly 
isffiedy and paid him ironical compliments on his appearance. Garde 
-iTore ^e amusement of his deathbed, his hand beine h^d by others ; and 
they were only interrupted by the visit of the papal nuncio, who came to 
give the cardinal that plenary indulgence to which the prelates of the 
nered college are officiaiiy entitled. 
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L LOUIS XIY.— MINISTKY OF COLBEKT. 

Internal Adijiinistraf ion. — Louis XIV., who was asjealou-? of the»ippear- 
ance of power as of power it^jclf, had de(tlared, on tho doilh of Mazarin, that 
he would be his own prime minister. In the first thirty years of his reiirn, 
he attended the council eight hours each day, listening to and consulting 
■U, Imt j udging himself. Whatever activity he Imparted to puhlio a&irs, 
il is to tiro of his ministers, however, whose great art consisted in often 
■akiiig him take their ideaa for his own, that the greater portion of the 
heneilti and errors of his reign must be attributed. Colbert and Louvois 
were respectively his good and his evil genius. Colbert, the grandson of 
a wool merchant of llheims, a man of a profound mind, tenacious and 
indefatigable, exercised, in his own person, the functions of raiTiisn-r of 
the interior, of commerce, of finance, and marine. The great oh|. ct of 
his life was to promote the prosperity of France. Ife achieved ^^reat 
things, and the greatest calamities of the people dale from the iiK^meut 
when the influence of Louvois overcame his own. Louvois, nevertheless, 
Mftod with a remarkably vigorous mind, displayed in the war department 
9ie nme activity which Colbert brought to tiiat of the interior. 

The disgrace of Fouquet, superintendent of finance, was the first act 
of the king's authority after tiie death of Mazarin. Fouquet was an 
e ip e nai ve, prodigal, and licentious character, most unfit to have tho 
management of a treasury, which he often converted to his personal 
grandeur and indulgence. Louis wisely preferred Colbert — stern, econo- 
mical, and orderly. But to cii.>^grace or supplant a mrnister in thopc days, 
required address and dissimulation, even in a monarch. In th(! midatof 
a splendid fete, given by the superintendent to Luui.'-, the latter was 
tempted to arrest him. The measure was only deferred until Foiiquci's 
lorteess of BeUeisle could be seized simultaneously with his person. His 
woeess and his papers, in which so many were mentioned and implicated, 
view the court into a ferment. He was condemned to perpetual impri- 
aonment, and seemB to have merited bis fall; although bis want of 
honesty as treasurer was redeemed by such traits of generosity and worth, 
as had won the attachment of La Fontaine and the sympathy of Madame 

de Sevigne. 

The best proof of the disorder of the finances under Fouquet is, that 
for the last four years of his administration no accounts w hatever W(>re 
forthcoming of the revenue or the expenditure. In a series of years 
taxes had been heaped on taxes, the receipt not increasing. The custx)iu3 
aipecially had beat so severe, that regular commerce w^ i^acrificod 



Digitized by Google 



6 



HISTORY OF yJUNCE. 



completely to the contraband trade ; tiie product of the duties <iliminiay^tT yg 
as the duties themselves mounted up ; and agriculture had beentj^^od 
with au equal lack of mercy and of wisdom. Colbert, the new finance 
stiperintcndent, found matters in this state, with arrears and debta 
amounting to twice the ninety millions of livrcs at which the year's 
revenue was computed. A ehamber of justice, or commission, examined 
the accounts of the farmers of tho taxes, discovered their frauds, and 
£>rcBd them to disgorge muoih of their gains. And Colbert, by the sole 
means of simplifying the pnblio aceeuiit^ was esAhled ia* relieve the 
people of three miUions of the tailkj with ma&y vexMioiui mtelatiQQs oa 
commerce, to pay ofF^ at the same time, the onerous deht of iiiB hotel *de 
ymej and yet^ without &e substitiition of a single new tax, to show ca 
amount of revenue increasing every year. Thus, in Ueii of avclL aa 
account as that of 1661, which presented eighty millions of livreareTenWi 
from which fifty millions charges and expense of raising were to be 
deducted, Colbert, in 1671, raised a similar sum of eighty millions, free 
of all expense of levy, and from taxes felt less by the people. If the 
great enterprises and elForts of the monarch and the minister be at tho 
game time taken into consideration ; the purchase of Duukiik from jEIug- 
land ; the estaUitdiment oi the Gobetinsi and so lamjnew mann£actani ; 
^e cominancement of the canal of Langnedoe ; the building of the Iioufxey 
the InraHdeS) and Versailles^ we have cause to admire the miradea HtMi 
mete economy can woack in finance. This was Colbert^a only pdnoipiby 
as no progress had been made in finance or political economy aa aactenoe; 
and of this the administration of Colbert, especially in his laws respecting 
the commerce of grain, offer ample proofs. The prosperity of the branches 
of manufacturing industry which sprang into life under this minister's 
administration, opened to France fresh sources of wealth. Colbert spared 
no effort to make of France the most manufacturing nation of the world. 
He summoned from foreign countries the most skilful workmen ; he caused 
to be manufactured the point laee ef Franeei the minora of Cfaochourg, 
ihe fine woollen dothe of L(mvlat§f Ahhmll^ and Sedan* the tapeatry of 
the Gobelins, the carpets eS the Bavonnerie, and the silks of Touxa and 
Xyotis. Fcanoe owes to his care the nnprovements in watch and dock 
makii^, those in the breed of horses, and in tiifl cultivation of nuuider. 
He occupied himself in insuring markets for the products of the manufiu)- 
turers; he founded colonies, the cliambers of commerce, insurance 
companies, docks, and tho canal of the two seas, which traverses Languedoc 
. for upwards of sixty leagues, and which connects the ocean with tho 
MediteiTanean. At the same time rcsimiing the work o{ Ivichelieu, 
which had been abandoned by Mazarin, he created a forniidulilc marine ; 
founded arsenals ; gave France a code of ioreflt litws ; granted bounties 
to private ccaiatrionons ; opened new porttM both eeaa ; andxepiusdht^ed 
Bunkirk, loin which flowed idl tie conuaeroe ^ the north, ^^tt Is 
necossary)** he said to Louie XIV., to tts^ Ave mm in thingn that we 
not neceeoityt and to escpend millions when ye«r glory is in quesUoa.*' 

MiUions were in teality expended by Louvois, and, at first, it was for 
the glory of France. He imparted to the army an organisation which 
excited tho admiration of Europe. He created a numerous infantry, 
which he armed with tho bayonet. Each rc^^iment had, for the first 
time, its uniform^ its special attributes} and i\A place assigned iu Uia 
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*^9^ii^e6 and orders oflmttle. The army, uaited in thA iMUdi ^£ tite^loag, 
eeased to bo an instrament in those of faelMAt^ The trooM v^ere fed iviQi 
regularity, and provided with suitable stores and materials j and the pQ^r 

peopl'*, who had hitherto brcn preyed upon by the soldiery, were wraj^ 
. "With admiration at the security which ihoy now enjoyed. Finally, 
LoTivoi? founded t)ie magnilicent Invalided, wiiilsi beiguelai, after Colbert, 
Ms father, continued the organisation, of the nayal tbroefi, SJid ibuudod 
schook of artillery and marine. 

Louis XIV, ireiM thfiee-aod^twenty years old when he assumed the 
directtoti cf the gomnuieiil hi^^ thepnastteitofthaafiaemhly of the 
elei^ desired to kaow to yhom be liuwid oow address hiniself an 
businosd. To myself/* stid Loms, and he was sole master of Fxinee 
tmtil his death. ^ AHer the cessatioa of the wars of the £ronde, on one 
occasion the parliament showed some hesitation about registering some 
financial edicts Louis came down to the chamber in his hunting 

dress, with his whip in his hnnd : "Gentlemen,'' said he, "every one 
knows the e"^'ils that have resulted from these meetings, and I wish to 
prevent them for the future. I order, therefore, that these now, eoui- 
menced on my edicts, be stopped. M. Pruoident, I forbid you to allow 
these assemblies, and all else to demand them." These haughty words 
produced thek eflbct, and the ]MUEliament obeyed* There was in Louis 
jSIV.f said Maaarin, ^ stuff for four kinge." 

Cfmquetft of Zanders. — The peculiar e&racteristio of TiOtiia XrV., which 
fi>rmed one of the leading features of hia poUey, waa the firm attitude 
>Thich he assumed towards the fore%n powers. He compelled the king 
fif Spain to apologise to him for a qMnrrel between the arabr^ssadors of the 
two countries. The pope, having suffered tho French ambassador to be 
insulted, was forced to expel his own brother and to raise a pyramid to 
perpetuate the remembrance of his humiliation. Louis XIV. declared 
nimself, against the infidels, the protector of Christianity, lie sent soldiers 
against the Turlcs, and purged the seas of the barbarian pirates (1GC4). 

The Bat^hatiag been wadiAm^ attaeked by the English fleet, claimed 
ftom Louts XIV. the exseeutton of toe defensiYo treaty oil 662. He was not 
eager to aid them, and left the rWal fleets to destroy eacl^ other, in the 
most furions naval battles that had yet been waged. Lome despised the 
Butch, as a mefoantlle people ; he coveted their tmitoryi its nearly 
adjacent to his own; and envied them the possession of a navy infoxior 
"Jo none in Europe. He nevertheless aided them on land. 

The moment had arrived for Louis XIV. to carry out his projects of 
conquest. Hitherto he had ol)ceTved the treaty of the Pyrenees, except 
in despatching secretly some feeble aid to Portugal. But the kin:^ of 
Spain's death, by which the crown devolved upon a sickly infant, olt'urcd 
hppes to Louis of profiting by tiie ^ima of hia queen as a Spanish 
prmoest. It was troe that idie had solemiBly zanounesd all such rights of 
mocesnon ; but then th^ dowry stipUlatod as the prio9 of this renuDcia* 
ttoii had ttOV^ been paid; and oasnistry went to work to set aside or 
allow an escape from this renunciation* Juouis pretended that certain of 
the Spanish provinces of Flanders descended in the female line, and 
therefore bclon;»ed to his queen, daughter of the late king of Spain by his 
first wife, rather than to the present king, his son by a second wife. 
Securing the neutrali^ of the exiipcf^j who thus deserted the interests 

a J, 



Digitized by Gopgle 



wammaBwokff and took ooaati^ca U wbat is flnUfd Ikv^ Mm$mt 
Lflle, Touinaf, Mobs, «nA CSiarleroi, almost witlitvfc spilUn^ bloolL 
BwTtUae passed in the most admirable order. TJne army ^towj^BI^H 
no army had hitherto been, found on its road ample magazines of 
provisions, of ammunition, and all the materials of wai*, provided by 
Liouvois ; the quarters of the troops were arranged beforehand, and their 
marches regulated. Turenne marched at their head with the king and 
the ministers, wliilst the ladies followed iu the gilded court carriages. 
The Spanish monarchy was in a state of decay ; and peace heemod to 
complete its ruin even more rapidly than war. A proof appeared in the ea^ 
ml immediato tmarender tii ao many totmuee. BrtuiaUi» and vmm 
AnUrerpi thought of mibmitting. Louia^ Juywmiv deemed it viaar i/^ 
Mooie a province than to omrun a kingdom. He «ha^ed his career of 
ionqueat, ordecmg Yattbaa to fortify the captured towns. That rnginagr 
exhauated his art in constnietnig tho bulwaikaof JUUo. Flandmim 
taken in two months (1667). 

Such facile success encouraged Louis to turn his anns towards another 
quarter. The country of Burgundy, or Franche-Comte', was, as we have 
Been, separate from the duchy, and had fallen along with Flanders into 
tiie possession of Charles Y. It still appertained to Spain, though from 
iti distance and isolation under but a nominal rule. It waa on ihit 
fffoftinoetiiit Louis oflrt bw fliB^ The pniioe <tf Cbndd, iiha 

was said tobanra adTiied and uodeitakeii this antocpriae in emulatioaal 
that of Flanders by Turenne, entered upon it in the month of Febnun^ 
1668, and in three weeks the whole proviaoe bad aubmitted. 

The Feace of Aix'la-ChapelU, — ^These rapid successes alarmed Europe, 
A tiiple alliance was formed between Holland, Engfland, and Sweden. 
Three protestant states armed themselves to defend catholic Spain against 
catholic France. Louis XIV. consented to peace. Calculating on tho 
speedy death of the yoimg king of Spain, the sickly Don Carlos, who 
nevertheless dragged out his feeble ei^istence until the age of thirty-nioe, 
be bad 'saoretl^ cosdiided wil^ tba emperor LBop«ld « traa^ te tii* 
avantual partition of tbs Spaniab numasoby* Lows offeiad to xeatoit 
Frandi»*Goinl^ vbiob bo loiaw could at any time be conquered, at dm 
pirice of preserving litta and the principal part of bia^ieauab conquests; 
and the triple alliance consented. On these terms vas oondwded Ifaa 
treaty of Aix4a-Chapclle in May, 1068. 

Conquest of Holland. — European League. — France, victorious and 
aggrandised, was enabled to enjoy a few years of flourishing peace. It 
was gathering the fruits of Colbert's system, and, to increase its growing 
TOOspcrity, it only needed time. But the pride and ambition of Louis 
XlV* villed it otherwise. He oould not brook that matters of conscienoo 
sbovld eseape bis grasp, aad witbottt jfomeeiog 1be.boaibla extronutifli 
into wbiebbe was to be precipitated at albturepeviod, bo soflmdUsBMlt 
to be persuaded by the bigoted cabal that witti a little perseyexanoe lis 
would succeed in veotilig out religious dissent. But, before stiikiiig 
protestantism m bis own dominions, he was desirous of indicting upon it« 
more terrible blow abroad. The part that Ilolland had taken in com- 
pelling him to accede to the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle had inflamed his 
^n^uent) and tbfi xuia of that coui^iy bad becope bis 4x^4 desiw^ 
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This republic was the natural ally of France — Louis XIV. waa short- 
lighted enough not to perceive this, and could no longer suffer that focua 
of heresy and liberty so near his frontiers. He burned moreoyer with 
iadignatioa that citizens should hare oome, ia the midat allhia glonr^ 
l»n^ifyl»yttf^]MdiodUgDiiotelihflE» Hiapanionflktttiiedtfaft 
Msteff 0PBit tk# ttctatoB of policy. He pimilinwl aMknca «f 
.IliigfiitJ ani ISkreden, and the nwitrality nearly all tiia atata of 
fluilililiij nfrxninistMof the emperor were in hiap«|r» His ogenta 
were stirring tip all Europe. Charles II. of England^ overreached by hia 
sister, the duchess of Orleans, and lured by his two besetting sins— luxury 
and avarice, sold hia signature to a treaty intended at once to enslave 
his subjects, to lead to the ruin of protestantism, and the destruction 
of Holland, and which only shook his throne. Formidable preparations 
announced the fury of the approaching struggle. The influencii of Louvois 
canried ih» day, and Colbert was reduced to be only the ioatnunant of a 
mboHSHf could not wmL The Dntck eademiiied to evert ti» 
Impmdiiig storau Brery edTinoe they oould make witkont demeeniag 
^bmaArtBf tliej aide la taaa ; their ruin had been mrad ; their glory 
WM that it wee B e qe aii iy te itur ell £iiiope to ctnali their little 
republic. 

At length, in the spring of 1672, Louis XIV. invaded Holland with an 
army of a hundred thousand men. Conde', returned from Spain, com-* 
manded ; Louis was there in person, accompanied by Turenne, Vaubau 
the engineer, and Louvois, who provided for the subsistence of the 
soldiers by magazines of food and clothing. The troops of Holland 
amounted to but twaaty-fiTO thooeand meii| iU equipped ; at their head 
wm <lie yenagWIUIem «f (httn, efterweidi wil^ua III., tiien only 
tmnnid-twvnty yeen of age, end nnakilled in war. IXMust mm he a 
ikuiteh for Cond^ and TurennOy nor could his little body of troops cope 
vifli ik^e mighty hoeta d Fseaee. J^omr or five towna weee baneged al 
once, and made no resistance. Jn June took place the passage of the 
Rhine by the French army — a feat so celebrated by the poets, the 
hiatorians, and the painters of the day. It was nevertheless effected with 
icareely either opposition or danger. A band of a few hundred horse 
merely hovered on the opposite bank. The young duke of Longueville 
foolhardily advanced, discharged his pistol with bravado, and was slain* 
Cond^weeimaMkilliewiiet After thta no obetadeproienfeediteelf 
to Hie edTonee of Lonia; pronnoe after prorlnee^ town after tiomOf 
e #i nitte d* ITtieohtieceiTed tiM kmg aa a oonqueror. Naerden, within 
A-ftwleeguee of Amsterdam, fell into the hands of tlie French ; and 
B&tmgh the waters, let in by the breaking of the sluices, surrounded end 
fwored Amsterdam, even that metropolis meditated submission also* 
One project of the inhabitants was to embark on board the vessels in 
Qieir porta, which were able to bear fifty thousand families. The entire 
republic was on the point of embarking for Batavia with its treasure, when 
all at on CO the war was slackening. The capital was for this year secure 
behind ita wateia^ the French army being weakened by garrisoning ao 

mtafiamBi^ Cond^ pre«ed ti» no&eMto dieiientle t£e t»irns^eiid 
Upe lh» eny to fodoee Atteteftan, bat Lowraie, nlnleter eft waTf 
MmiI ^ bie peculiar punohi^ we«ld not consent to the denuitttion of t 
rtipti bdKnulEr The eoMequenee wasy that nothing aiore eould be 
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tlBeoted, and LouU retumecL to enjoj tlie congratulations of liifl capllit 
ind tbe flatteries of hU coiirU 
f *HolIa)«lfi^bMtiq»ins^^ 

inp Tho gvsat psBittoi»ry»John De V^itt, in ddspak, kad ^oiumdMlenDf 

•f peace, and the conditions of Louis XIV*. "were moat eresiiing. Tib 
repubti^^ disannody ruined, despoiled of all it possesi^ south of 
Rhino, and to embrace the catholic religion, was to send cYory year an 
extraordinary embassy to present to the great king a golden medal, with 
an inscription testifying that tho Dutch owed their liberty to his munifi- 
cence. The Hollanders heai d of these conditions with frenzy ; they laid the 
responsibility for all their miseries on the pensionary John de "NVitt; they 
iiast themselves upon him and his brother Comelius^drew them :^om a 
ptiBon^-mi^im toam to plaees la the atreets of the Bague (1672). M 
raoaa of tiio xepuldio vera plaoed in the hands of uie yMhM 
WilUaa of OrangOi the inveterate enemy of France. 'William caused 
tiia dykes to be cut, and the rich and fertile fields to be laid beneath the 
'mtars. He drowned IloUand in order to defend it. De Ruyter, after 
haring defeated the united French and English fleets at the hard-fought 
battle of Solebay, where Montague earl of Sandwich, the English 
admiral, was killed, came to range his ships in the inundated plain of 
Amsterdam ; he made the merchant fleet of India enter the Texel ; he 
defended his counti y with one hand, and enriched it with the other (1762). 
. Whilst the French armies were wintering in the conquered provinceSi 
4110 cnToya and complaints of the Dutch nniaed Borape agaiaat ttiB 
«mbition of Louis. William armed Austria and Spain against WaoMf 
and obtained peace iirom England. He induced the bishop of Munster, 
the elector of Cologne, Brandenburg, Denmark, tho empize^ in aho rt Umi 
whole of EucopOy to rise against Louis XIV (1674), 

Then it was necessary to recede. The fifty towns so rapidly taken 
from the Dutch were left to them without their even having the trouble 
of retaking them. Nevertheless France coped with all her enemies, and 
it was Spain wliich once more indemnified her for all her losses. Ix)uia 
Xl\'. besieged i>esanc;on, and in six weeks retook Franche-Comt^, which 
has evei since remained in possession of Fmnoo* The great Conde 
iau^t hialast battle against William of Orange. Anaetiontook place 
betwozt these two genends at Senef^ in Flanders, in vhich WiOlaniipas 
beaten and his Spanish rear-guard routed. This partial snocess was net 
suiHcient to Oond^ vho wished to disperse the entire army of the aUisi. 
Without waiting for roinforcomonta, he charged the mass of the enemy 
which the prince of Orange had drawn up on a heiglit. The French were 
driven back; but the rest of their army arriving, attacked indiscrim- 
inately. Both generals gave proof of valour, but there were no traces of 
that skill which seciures decided advantage, sparing at the same time the 
soldier. Sonef was a carnage, the contest lasted fourteen honra, and 
tsrent]Hwrran thousand dead strewed l&o field. nepfSneeof Onogsli^ 
under the disadvantage of never having served under a general of xim wb» 
Yiotory at 8enef inclined somewhat to the side of Oond^. 

On tho Khiue^ where tho war was not less inveterate^ it proved more 
decisive. Turenne, whose daring had grown with experience, hold the 
whole empire in cher-k. Tic gained the battle of Sinzheim (167 Ov and, 
with twenty thousand men^ he crossed the mountains in the anoWf and 
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ooared down upon the scattered positions of the imperialists in AUace ; he 
defeat them at Turckheim (1675), and drove wix amj of teventy 
^^*^ aaiii<T Tnan niTniifi thft BhlTifi 
Tlie emp<aor, dismayed W Ids pontinual rereisea, sent againat^Turiaiie 

Montecuculli, the rcnovnea vktor of the Turks* The two able opponeBlt 
displayed thttr skill in manoeuvres) till Turenne, desirous of striking a 
deciaive blow, in choosing ground for a battery, was shot through by a 
cannon ball, at Salzbach, in Baden (1075). He was buried with the 
kings of France, and with Dugesccliii, at St. Denis. Montecuculli, imme- 
diately drove the French before him across the Rhine into Alsace ; he 
followed them, and Conde taking the command against him, by occupying 
two positions only, compelled the Austrians to abandon the siege they 
had commenced, and to retreat beyond the Ehine. Conde, after this, 
Mtsred to j^vate jifis^ at his residence of Chantilly, and died In 1686. Zhe 
fdUea belimdtiiat the Fxenoh armies had ceased to he inyiiicible sum Tur 
MUM and Cond^ were no longer at their head ; hut new defeats (m kadami 
sea came to deeeive their hopes. Duquesnc, who had been sent to the 
aid of Messina, which had rebelled against Spain, fought two ntvtl 
battles with de Ruytcr, off Sicily, in sight of mount Etna; the allies lost 
twelve ships, six galleys, seven thousand men, seven hundred pieces of 
cannon, and the famed de Ruyter himself. Duquesnc destroyed their 
fleet in the roadstead of Palermo (1677). The Spaniards were defeated 
at the foot of the Pyrenees. In Flanders, the king pursued with success 
•this war of sieges, the onlv one which ho understood, because he could 
wmgfi ttin the midst of all his court Cond^ Bonchain, Ake^ Yaliii&- 
eianaes, Oamhray* Ghent, and Ypres vere taken from the enemf • Thua 
•gloriously «nded this war so unjustly engaged in. The states- general of 
Holland were wearied of a struggle whica was only sustained by their 
aiibaidies, and sued £or peace ; it was time for France ; Colbert wished to 
^retire, if the war was not brought to a termination. 

T/te Peace of Ximiccgen. — The peace signed at Ximwcgen was an honour- 
able ono for Holland, which recovered everything that had been taken 
from it during the war. But its allies were obliged to yield to the 
conditions of Louis XIV. France kept Franche-Comt<f, and twelve places 
of tlie Spanish Netherlands, Valenciennes, Bouchain, Conde', Cambray, 
iini^ Salttl^Omer, Ypres, Mattheugc, &o. ; In exchange for Fhil^pdmi|; 
•die had Priburg, which opened Ofermany to her; she caused to he 
mtitoled to Sweden what Denmark and K-andenhurg had taken ftrnn it 
(1678). " Here may be seen," says Voltaire, "how little events eone- 
epond to projects. Holland, against whifih the war was undertaken, and 
which had nearly perished, lost nothing, nay, even gained a barrier ; 
-whilst the other powers, that had armed to defend and guarantee her 
■independence, all lost something.'* 

The peace itself was made a pretext for new aggressions ; its language 
wa^ interpreted at the discretion of France, and Strasburg was arbitrarily 
SbLzcd, without any ju3tiiication. Louvois had lon^ since coveted this 
important place | m loddanly inveaiad it^ and foroedit to capitulate. The 
powers ol fiuiepe took the alarm, and entered into a tosh league. They 
weve^ however, paralysed in their efforts by a new and formidable invasion <Kf 
three hundred thousand Turks, who persisted in the second siege of Vienna 

tmomtbs (16ad)| and finiUly retreated before Sobiesklking of Polaody 
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vrith the loss of seyentf ihouaa&d men. the BitnaM oMw Mutfoftrtintf 
ODa&}fid the emperor to pcoieats against tbe invasions'bF France. Qpito 

alone engaged ia actual war, and lost Courtrayf Dixmxi3le» and Luxembtirgir 

A trui u uf twenty years was concluded at Ilatisbone (1684). Franod 
profited by her aggressions. Tliu«, by a constant career of unscrupulous 
aggrandisement, Louis aioused the fears and embittered the animosity 
ot all Chii$texxdQi% aixd prepared for future years a heary and merited 

retribution. ■* 
Lit^i'atut e and ArU wider Louis XI V, — After long agitation, Franoe, 
like Italy, had a ^reat literary era. The hiunaa mind, after having 
acquired ^eneMred vigotir in the sources of antiquity, tock a new i^hw 
Wiiilst Bacon preadied* in the seiences of obsenrstiott, the ezperimentrf 
path that was to lead to 80 many disoovcriei;, Descartes founded the 
absolute authority of reason over the ruins of all tradition. Ne^er had 
the human mind more vigour or more daring than at the commencement 
of this century, in which, genius ended in forging itself fresh fetters. 
Pascal, who, at twenty yeai's of age, had already surprised the secrets of 
nature, suooumbcd, devoured by doubt, in the face of the difficult task which 
he had attempted to accomplish. Literature was inspired by the same bold 
and iiidepeudent spii ii. lu boorces were in contemporary life, its sole faitk 
was in itself. There was an entirely original 8chool| wbicbi commencing 
irith Eegnier, was continued by a ehain of secondary poets, too much ibiMtK 
ten and insulted, until it reached its zenith withOorneUie, Mi:^^re, and La' 
Fontaine. In arts there was the same creative power, Lesueur, PousiiBf 
Claude Lorraine, and CaUot, have left mastei^pieces bearing the imprasi 
of all the Bpontaneousness of genius. 

The majority of this generation of great men had lived far removed 
from the court. Maj^arin had gone to Holland to sceii out Descartes, ia 
order to pension him. Neither llotrou nor Poussin had dreamt of 
inquiring after the taste of the king or his courtiers. When Louis XIY. 
commenced to reign alone, the cuui L became tiie arbiter ul iiteiary merit. 
The great king was too solieitons of his glory not to afford a signal 
patronage to literature and art. His largesses became tiie price of max 
independence. Literature was administered like the finances and the 
war department. It had to submit to absolute power. To the French 
academy, founded by Richelieu, were added other academies, to comprise 
every degree of merit. Colbert drew up a list of the French and foreign 
scientific and literary men ho)wu}'ed by fhe benefaoliom of his mnjesty. 
Genius, which had assumed the garb of the courtier, had become elegant 
a^id docile. Racine equalled the suavity of the Greeks. The great king 
h( III rJl t^e L^lories of his time around his pedestal, and intoxicated hiraselt' 
M'itli this triumphal chorous of the century singing a hymn to royally. 
The magnificence of Yersallles had nerer been equalled. Louis ^iV., 
amidst a court of great men, might beliere himself superior to humanity. 
He did, in fact, sing his own apotheosis, composed tSy Quinaulti to the 
iMu ic of Lulli. Thus Louis XIV., feared abroad, was absolute at home« 
It became not merely a fashion, hut a passion, to testify devotion to the 
monarch and the mon.archy. The parliaments were content to administer 
justice, thi* great no' lcs were detained ut court by its splendid at:raetioiis 
an<l ma^niticenee, the cli^rc:)'' was deprived of political inlluence, the 
smaller nobles served in the army, and all the power of the nation, great 
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and elastic as it is, was deposited in the person of the kiug himself. The 
whole of his administratioa was marked by features of grandeur, Louif 
XIV. was truly royal ; he has been honoured with the name of Great, and 
the most distinguished names of Franco arc those of the afjc o f Zouis XI f. 

Nevertheless, this brillioacy was transitory ; even then appeared a little 
fitpudt eoarcely perceptible at first, which gtiidually spread and dariceaedy 
lonrad mm and more, and after gathering for a fall mdnry^ hunt upon 
the floil of France with Ihe fury and deyastaiion of a toniado. The 
eneaees of the wars and public works, the gigantic erections of the 
WuSoetlYeEsailles, the personal prodigality of the monarch, had exhausted 
treasury and all the legitimate resources of Colbert, who l oc^an to 
fell back upon loans, sales of offi<^e, and impolitic imposts; and by his 
death (16S3), the council was deprived of his able co-operation. The 
public morals were deteriorated by the installation of successive mis-* 
tresses, and ia later years death ma<ie such inroads in the royal family, 
tiiat the next successor to Louis XIY* was his great-CTandaon. 

Hana Theresa died in 1683, and In 1685 Louis XlV, ia supposed to 
have piiTatdy nanied Madame de Maintenon, the widow of SounoBy a 
hoSboa author, and fifty yean of age. Li private she vaa treated, eren 
by the royal family, as queen, and by her good sense and oonversation, 
■he imufH the leisure of the king, while she was also always asked for 
an opinion on afTiirs of state. She survived tiU 1710, and is considered 
to- have exercised a pernicious infioonoe in the royal closet| eyen by her 
good ^ualitiei* 
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jHepdeation of iki Bdici of NmitB^ — ^Tbe year vHich followed the peioo 
of llimvegen was devoted by the king to wliat ho deemed xelieion^ to 
wlti^ he gave himtelf up ^^ ith the Eomc excess that had marked hil 
pursuit of pleasure. His confessor, La Chaise, obtained great influence 

over him, as did the chancellor Letollier and liis son Louvois. Colbert 
had been a minister little in his way of thinking. He had leaned towards 
the Huguenots, whose superior industry, enlightenment, and aptitude for 
naval service won him. This minister had many of the protestants in 
emplyy, and he supported them in the good opinion of Louis. Louvois 
and Letallier. on the contrary, hated the r(;formcrs, and, as much from 
dklike to GolMtt m from natural bent, leaned to the ezcIiisiTe doctrines 
of intolmnee* Colbert was now dead, and the monarch was left alto^^iher 
under the iniluenoe of bis bigoted eouncillois« The experience of Xouts 
had shown him that erery piti^tant noble or courtier had been induced, by 
his persuasion or commaiui, tovecant and be converted to Catholicism. If 
interest therefore, or the monarch's will, brought unanimity in the 
religious opinions of the first class of the state, the most proud, the most 
powerful, the most enlightened, surely the same motives must have ten- 
fold cfr,.:ct upon the mass of the ignoble. This reasoning was just : pity, 
the example from ^^ lucli it was drawn, instead of being the rule of human 
nature, was but the baao exception. Louis appointed emissaries and 
misaionaxieB, charged with amj^e sums and promises of fftvour.to ooETert 
the HttgMiots. They retmned ample lists of converts. The mode, 
however, wasfomd expaiisiYe. Seyerity was suggested 'bj Lourois as a 
Ghea^ and more expedituws method. It was tried. The protestants 
were exduded from public employ, from diTers communities. Their 
children were allowt?d to recant at seven years old, and were early 
entieed to do so, the penalties against relapse being severe. This was 
goon afrcr the peace, and these Urst measures occafiioucd considerable 
emigration. 

The emigration, especially of semncn and artisans, was soon felt to bo 
prejudicial to the state. To check it, the pain 1 1 death was enacted 
ag&inBttlie attempting to emigrate, and all sales of propcity made bj tiioae 
wno afterwards exiled I3i«niselves were declared void. The next step 
was to puU dowa tiio proteatant churches. This was done at Montpellier. 
It was purposed, at the samsiime^to hare public conferences and dlspofees 
with the protestant pastors, in order to eonvince them ; but the governor 
"wrote back to court that the catholic clergy were too ignorant, and quite 
tm ihle to dispute or convert. They asked for a supply of dragoons, as 
more efficient j and these licentious soldiers, quartered on the protestants 
all through the south, deyoured and plundered their substance, took awaj 
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Iheir children to save them from being heretics, hunted the clergy like 
wild heasts, and destioycd all the churches. Upwards of seven hundred 
places of worship were overthrown before the revocation of the edict of 
Kant^s. As Langucdoc threatened to revolt under this oppression, fresh 
treaties and fresh edicts were poured upon them. The penal laws were 
precisely the same as those which were inflicted by the English protestanta 
upon the Irish catholics. The British had but to copy the edicts of Louis 
XrV., merely abating their barbarity ; and no doubt the spii'it of retaliation 
di^Msd in a great degree their eayage meaauree. A day was appointed 
jne oonvenioti <tf all &e protestaatg of eacli a difltrie^ Hhe dxeipma 
Irinffg possesaioit on that day. The lefraotery were hanged^ and theic 
Aieh broken on thevheel. St. Rath was eimof the leadeite of these 

Biilitary expeditions, called the draff onnades. 

At length, on the 22nd of October, 1685, appeared the ordinance styled 
the revocation of the edict of Nantes. It forbade all assemblies or 
exercise of the reformed religion ; banished all their ecclesiastics from the 
kingdom, in fifteen days ; offered to such of them as would recant, their 
pensions, augmented by a third, which was to be continued to their 
wives ; compullcd the baptism of all infants in the catholic church ; and 
condemned to the galleys all except the parties who ahouU attempt to 
eipatrfate themsolTes. This, instead of being merely the reToeation of 
aa e^Bt, was a new enaotmoit of nnheard-of ee?erity; and, ea 
xmatlf it induced amplifications still more severe. In 1686, a protestant 
pastor, French or foreign, was punished with death if taken* Itfen who 
assisted or harboured them were to be sent to the galleys , women, to be 
shaved and confined : 5,600 livrcs reward was set upon each of their 
headj. Death was the penalty for a protestant talten in an assembly or 
ac t of puldic worship. All these details are from catholic writers, justly 
touched with horror at their enormity. Twenty of the rehgionista 
▼ere put to death at this time," say the memoirs of Noailles. "The 
fugitives who assembled in the mountains werepursuedi A premium 
was cifoed to each parish tiiat eonld give up twel9«| an4 thrae er four 
^tdes to each soldier Ihathronght in one* BaUm were made timmgh. 
the country by the troops, lust in the numaer of ehasing wild beepts^^ 
Ketwithstanding the penalties and the sanguinary prohibi^ioBt it is 
supposed that upwards of five hundred thousand French escaped aoroai 
the frontiers. They were the most industrious part of the population, 
proved by the circumstance of their thriving in cver)^ land that received 
them, and em-iching it as the price of their welcome. England received 
an immense number, principally silk manufacturers. The north of 
Germany profited by the same act of expatriation. The bigotry of Louia 
gave a greator blow to the industry and wealth of his kingdom than ail 
Sie unlimited expenses of his pride or amhltion. Together with the 
strengdi and sinews of her Industrial popnlolaeB, Fisnoe losii a host ef 
faare soldiers, and men of science and letters* WilHanL of Orange more 
than once charged the French at the head of a regiment «f Frenchmen; 
he 'Was mainly indebted f r the success of his Iriah war tO the o)d 
marshal Schoraberg, who had preferred his faith to his country. Juriou 
relire<l to ITollaud to dream of the approaching extermination of the 

catholic Babylon, whilst Bayle made JLouis XIV* leam hefoorebaod 
severe judgment of posterity. 
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League of Augsburg. — AVTiilst the power and prosperity of France 
began to decline, Europe armed itsslf against her. The day of yengeanofB 
had arrived for the enemies of Loiiis XIV. They reproached him with 
having violated every treaty, and, by his understanding with the revolted 
Hungarians, to have opened Germany to the Turks, and led to that 
terrible inyaaifm against which J ohn Sobieski saved Christendom. ^11^ 
Mrtholies «id proteBtants, foniMd m alHanoe again«t Mm at A\igsl)i9ii|^ 
There only remained to liim the king of £nghuid, Barnes 11., of stiPfng 
prejadioes, narrow undentanding, and cold and ungenerous temper^ 
had fallen from the throne. He was succeeded on it jby his son-in-lagir 
William of Orange, the life and soul of the new league. All the forcet 
of the English nation were now in the hands of the n\06t redoubtable 
enemy of France (1688). Louis XIV. received with the greatest 
kindness and hospitality at St. Germain's the last of the Stuart*, 
and took up his cause, which he declared to be that of all kings ; he 
levied in his already exhausted country a mass of four hundred 
and fifty thousand troops, and threw dowa the gauntlet to Euiop^ 
(1688). , 

War for tke SuceesiioH of England.^Loifm XtY.» after tbe qroiliHiii 
of Jamee II», thought lie had only to distract William of OnagftB 
attention at home to prevent him from taking possenion of the crown of 
his father-in-law. He followed the pernicious counsels of LouTOia, 
commenced the war of the Rhine whilst the atadtholder was quietly 
taking possession of his throne. The desolation of the palatinate (1689) 
excited horror over the continent ; this unfortunate province had been 
wofuUy wasted by Turenne, and now a second time, in compliance with 
an order signed ** Louvois,** it was turned into a desert ; forty towns and 
innumerable villages became the prey of the flames, and thia for the 
purpose of depriving the enemy of Bubsistence. Thia barbarous scheme 
fidMto mm tha Vienclu On tbe oontrary, fortimo tnnned againat fiiair 
anng. Th^Tom^^f diikeof LonainedrarethembOTondtheB^ 
Bonn and Mayaneei and gave promise of genenlsnip when he was cut 
off by disease^ Tm marshal d' Humi^res was equally nnaoocesaful in 
Flanders against the prince of Waldeck, who had under him an auxiliarf 
aiiny of English commanded by lord Churchill. Despite of the six armies 
of touv hundred and fifty thousand men k^t OA foot by Xiouisy the 
French had the worst of the first campaign. 

Louis rightly attributed his defeats to the inferiority of his generals. 
The enmity of Louvois had deprived the marshal de Luxembourg of 
command. He was now placed at tide head of the amy in Flanders, 
independent ^ Lonyols, and o(»resp<mding direotLy WifSx ibe 
Oatinat, ohosen with equal sagacity, was taxi to Italy. LuxemlMiiig 
was a general of the school of Cond€, of a quick eye, decisive and 
akilf ul in the moment of action, thoxigh too indolent and Vtg^i for Itm wh(^c 
conduct of a campaign. It was now incumbent upon him to support his 
character. lie advanced to cross the Sambre, and attack Waldeck about 
the very same time that king William was drawing near to his competitor 
at the Boyne. The prince of "Waldeck was encamped on tlie plains of 
Fleiurus, not far from Namur, watching the course of the Sarabre. 
Learning, however that Luxembourg was inferior in force, he allowed 
bim to pais the river, and £>und his nustako too late ; the marshal, by a 
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temporary reinforcement, being pretty much his equaL Luxembourg 
yrxm the battle by a successful mrmnniivre. His right, as he advanced, 
Ijcing hidden by a rising grouudj nt^^lecLcd by A\'aldeck, the marshal 
iiaSiw idl hU dupbsabla force on {his Bide«by which ha wds enabkd to 
«ltedt the Dutch left m front and flank. The Genntn hone wm bipkiii^ 
to the Dutch infantnr made a most yaliant reeSatance. So fitubbom iw 
A§u: TalouTi that, altaough the French were Tictoxiouii tiiia Jon on botb 
Mea was considered as nmaij equal (1^^0}« 

The pnvioi!?^ Louv^ig prevented him from gathering the fruits of bis 
victory, and took from him a portion of his forces. The kin^^also wished 
to hare an army to command. He entered Flanders and took Mons and 
Namur, Luxembourg at the same time again displayed high talents, at 
Streinkirk (1692). A spy of his was discovered, and compelled to send 
him felae intelligence ; his army was surprised by William III., and 
itat had begun, but Luxembourg, rising from, a sick bed, three times 
dSlied has troops, and letrieved the day. In this engagemsnty Phitipt 
dterwaxds regent of France, distinguished himself by his mTSiy ; thott^ 
hut ilfteeUy he charged at the head of the king's household troops, and 
when wounded, returned to the combat. But the fruitful genius of 
William seemca to draw advantage from all these defeats. He continued 
the rrirnpaign. For a moment his situation was desperate. Louis XLV. 
nright have crushed him beneath the clash of a hundred thousand men ; 
he dispersed his troops, and returned to Versailles. The marshal, who had 
supplicated the king to ^ive battle, endeavoured to seize on fortune anew; 
but had no longer that great army which irould haye insured Mm a 
etmipAete success. Delisated hj Luxembourg at the bloody engagement of 
Hfeerwinden, WOliam of Orange rethred in good order. At the same time 
Catinat was gumngnev laurels at Maxsaguai where he defeated the duke 
of Savoy (1693). 

On the ocean the wars were equally furious, without more decisive 
rc?^i1t?. A?'^i>'ted by Louis XIY., James II. was enabled in March, 1G98, 
to make an attempt for tl^e recovery of Ireland. Tourvillo, with an 
immense fleet of \1pward3 of seventy sail, encountered the combined 
Muadrons of En^rland and Holland, amounting to no more than fifty-six, 
off Beachy- head. The Dutch began the action, but were for a long time 
weakly supported by Torrington, the English admiral. The Butch were 
ihtts defeated ere Hhe action oecame general : they lost two admirals and 
six of their best ships. The loss of the English was proportioned to 
thsir honour on this occasion. Torrington fled into the Thames ; and the 
IVendh admiral proceeded to insult the coasts of England. They even 
made a descent, and burned the town of Tei.:5nraouth (1690). In June 
of the same year, James II. lost the battic of Boync. Louis XIV. 
▼as not discouraged, and sent him a fresh army. Tourville, charged to 
conTcy It, foimd himself with fifty-four vessels against eighty. In com- 
pliance with express orders from the king, the French were compelled to 
engage. -VUcr heroic efforts their ships were dispersed j the Engliah 
admiral humed thirteen of them at Cherbourg and on the coast 01 La 
Ibgue (1692). Kotwitlistanding this terrible battle of La Hogue, the 
French navy continued to struggle with advantage against that of the 
allies. Whilst, in the East and West Indies, the colonies of France were 
pktSL by tiie enemy^ TournUe captured and destroyed th^ great m ff c ^a nt 
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fltct of Srayma ; Jcin Eart an l T>iigiiay-Trouia ruined the maritune 
commerce of Great liritairi aiid ihu Xcth- rlands. 

I\'nrc of M'/>,i.';i':J:.—ThQ enormoU'? c::»- i ti*.'riS of Louis XIV, a.^inst 
such a comljinatiuiiuf cnuaiies, be^fin :iu\vlo Lriiig their pernicious conae- 
quenccii. The commerce of the kiiij^tloai was destroyed ; its ports "vrero 
l>ombaidcd and burned; the country was exhausted of men, of money, 
•i^ofjiioaejr's vorth; aadlatmnet oocasionedby an inclement season, 
had added to the geceiai state of discontent. Colbert was dead. Louis 
XIV. oCfered peace, and could not obtain it. For Hrc years he laboured 
to dissolve the leagues of his enemies . The duke of Savoy y ir Idc d the first 
Some advantages gained in Flanders and Catalonia decided Spain and 
England. The emperor was the last to lav down arms. The treaty of 
peace was signed at Kyswick, near llic Hague (1697). It retrenrbed 
some of tlie unjust conquests of Louis XIV. on the Rhine and in the 
Netherlands, and recognised William ILL a? the lawful sovereign of 
^England. Thus, for leu yeai's^ he had waged a ruinous and inveterate 
war, 10 receive lae law from his cnemioa. 

War the Spanish Sucmshn^—l^ethsips ho wished to hold Mxnself in 
readiness for greater events. The question at issue was speedily to be, 
.not the possession of such and such a province of Spain, but that of iSbB 
entire Spanisli monarchy. The several component parts of that mooarahy 
had been first united by Ferdinand tho catiolic (1470), about the same 
time that houh XL had done S3 much to co-nsoli.late the tern't'TV of 
France ; and the soveroi;;nty had descended by inheritance to tho emperor 
Charles V., his son, tho intolernnt and gloomy Philip IL, to Philip IlL 
and IV., and Charles II. This last monarch of tho AusUian bluod of 
Charles V. left no heirs, and the dynasty of Austria in Spain drevr 
towards an end. Charles after a variety of diplomatio mli%afiB, 
was prevailed upon to bequeath, by his last will and testament, the 
succession of his nouse to a grandson of Louis XIV., and on the death of 
the imbecile monarch, in 1700, this young fcIoh of the II >urbr>n race 
peacefully occupied the throne by the name of Philip V. He derived his 
title from queen ]\faria Theresa ; but by the treaty of raarri:v^o, that of 
the Pj/renccs (1659), all he r rights in regard to the succth<si(»n liad been 
expressly stopped and renounced. This objection Louis? XIV. met by the 
plea, that so long as the crowns of France and .Spain were rm difiV'i^nt 
heads, the puri:)ort and spirit of the treaty would be sustained. Such an 
answer could not be supposed likely to satisfy other claimojits, and in tha 
ago of Philip Y., who was hut seventeen, they saw a new canao lor 
remonstrance, irom the evident certainty that the policy of Spain would 
he directed hy^Louis XIV. himself, an old and e^perienc^ ruler, to whom 
every one in France, and his own family not leut, inaiinctiTely paid the 
utmost deference. The close union of two such kingdoms under such a sove- 
reign as we bn vc «cen Louis to be, wasasuflficientcause foralftrm throughout 
nil tho governments of ICumpr, The territories of Spain were extensive: 
the new world had been con(|uercd by her adventurous sons ; Naplea had 
been subdued by Gonsalvo de Cordova, for Ferdinand; the iJelgio pro- 
vinces still remained of the noble dowry of jlaiia of Puiguudy, grand- 
mother of Charles V.; and Portugal (1640) and Holland (1666) had 
ozily attained thefr indepcoidetice by aotual rebellion. It was iiol to be 
espected that douhtfid daims would give Philip Y, undisputed posieisioii 
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of an empire like this; nor could any sovereign or any patriot calmly 
behold resources so preponderating placed at the disposal of Louis XIV., 
whose iosatiable appetite for dominion had been already experienced. A 
counter claimant was supplied by the other branch of the Austrian family, 
the archduke Chailes, second son of the emperor Leopold, care being 
taken not to imite the imperial with the Spanish crown, lest the same 
objections that rendered Philip V. distasteful to Europe should apply wfth 
force to his antsjiomst. Louis XIY. ^dnoliiing to avoid the irar 
.aninst all Europe vhidi was thus once more combmed against Fntnee. 
l^ance appeared to be waning with its king, and to be in its decline. AU 
its glories were gradually fading away. One of the creatures cf Madaone 
da Maintenon, the foolisn Chamaillart, administered in his own person the 
departments formerly presided over by Colbert and Lonvois. Disorder 
and miseiy were everywhere. Taxation, monstrously increased, had 
killed commerce and industry ; and the war department had becomo 
relaxed like every other. The troops were badly paid and equipped; 
public functions had been inyaded by a disdainful and incompetent aristo- 
cracy ; the nobles purchased regiments for tlicir young sons, commanded 
armies, and suffered themselves to be defeated and taken. It was, 
noMOTer} necessary to obtain firom Versailles the authorisation to 
eonqusr* Louis XlY. claimed, more than ever, to do everything himself. 
Tram the cabinet of Madame de Maintenon he pretended to direct, with 
CSiaiiiaiUart, the military operations. The allies, on the contrary, from 
the moment they thought they had lost William, found that they had two 
Williams at their head instead of one — the prince Eugene, and Marl- 
borough. Hostilities did not at once blaze forth ; time was required for 
prex^sjation. The continent had been exhausted by the last war, and a 
rebellion in Ilungary called for the attention of the court of Vienna. 
But negotiations prevailed not against the long meditated resolution of 
Louis XIV. ; by insidious arrangements with his grandson he was gaining 
a ^letaag in BelgitiB, and the addition of that wealthy country alone 
would have ^ven France such a pre-eminence in Europe that no power 
would have singly yentured to bid her defiance. The war of the 
Bpamsh succession broke out in Ikaly, where prince Eugene headed the 
armies of the emperor. Villeroy, an officer who owed his employment 
to the king's partiality, commanded an attack upon a strong position 
of the prince at Chiari (1701). Catinat, who served under him, 
heard the order thrice repeated ; he then cried, Fur ward, gentlemen, 
wo have but to obey;" the attack was repuliscd with slaughter; 
Catinat was wounded, but recalled the troops, and retreated beyond 
the Adda. The next year Eugene surprised Villercy himself in Crc- 
aena, aa4 took him prisoner (1702). But a great-gi-andson of Hem y 
IV^f Vanddmoi came to raise for a while m Piedmont the faUing 
fortunes of Franee. Idle and cnrnical, Yenddme kneiii% ncTerthe- 
kas, to inspire the soldiers with prodigious enthusiasm^ Under him there 
waasMilher order nor discipline, but eTei7thing was retrieved by dint of 
courage. He defeat<id prince Eugene several times, andt notwithstanding 
tbe defection of the duke of Savoy, ho held Italy, when an order from the 
court sent him to I'landers to retrieve tlic errors of Villeroy. Marshal 
Mamn succeeded him as goneral-in-chief before Turin ; but Kugene, 
marching to the relief of that city (1706)^ the French retired within their 
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CTitrenclimciits >>efore lliat place, and were routed in a great battle by the 
prince. The duke of Orleans (afterwards regent) received two wounds, 
jVf arsin was killed, the ^rmy was disorganised and dispersed, the military 
chest and 213 pieces of carnon were the trophies of the victcr, and the 
French evacuated Italy by a " guneral capitulation.'* Eugene marched 
^thout obstacles upon France, whilst the eadofCk^va^'tcmpaManioit 
of Madrid, where he podaimed the archduke. 

Catinat commanded in Germany, and under him Yinairs. The kritor, 
impatient at the prudence of his chief, marched against the imperialista 
with inferior forces, and gained the battle of FriedliagOA (1703). His 
enthusiastic soldiers saluted him marshal of France upon the field of 
bnttlo, and hia sorercign confirmed their acclamations. Yillars a^ain 
justified their conlldence by the battle of Hochstedt (1703). The road 
to Austria was optn. But Viilar.^ was sent with Berwick, a natural 
son of James II. and Arabella, sister of the dnko of Marll)r,rough, 
against the protestant mountaineers of the Ce^ eiiiics, whom the rigor- 
ous measures of the government had compelled to take anus. Mmin 
and Tallard took Yillara' place, and that of tiie aged Oatanal* KailkiH 
rough, who commanded in FlandoFSi and had in dea{Hte of aU difltenWaa 
driven back the anuies opposed to him, and had carried ^bi&k f ottwe i W , 
soir saw the neceasity of arresting the pvogress of the F^nch 
towards Vienna. He kept hia plans secret, and, by a rapid march, 
presented himself to the Yictorions enemy upon the Danube, and 
carried the heights of Sehellonberp: (July 2, 1704) ; the Freneh cono-.-a- 
trated ; and, 13th Augubt, 1704, the name of Marlborough was rendi red 
for ever illustrious l y the victory of Blenheim. Tallard had thr own 
eighteen baitaUund iuto the village of Blenheim; by the skilful disposi. ion 
of the English general, these troops never came into action at all, and 
capitulated to a man after tiie battle was over. He peBetnled Ike 
French centre, out off all communication between their wings, and Itew 
the whole army into irretrievable confusion, lianhal TalMrd, wko waa 
near-sighted, rode into the midst of a squadron of horse, and was taken. 
Everything became the spoil of the victorious allies : the French lost in 
thia ttiTible battle fifty thousand men, their equipage, cannon, nnfl 
hundred leagues of territory. The enemy penetrated into Alsatia. This 
w.ns when the war of the Cevennes was at its fiercest. Louis XIV. saw 
himself compelled to treat from one power to another with the leadera of 
the reflectory protestants, who had escaped from the executioner (1704^. 
Yillars had hastened to conclude this accommodation, in order to bo 
enabled to go to the frontiers* Marlborough, in the mSMltimei had 
returned to his own allotted command in uie Netkeilandf , and anis 
continual and sure progress. The imskilfttl and obstinate Yilleroy, who 
wished to take his revenge for Blenheim, ddivered him battle at l^tmffPI^ 
(1706) ; he placed the recruits in his centre^ and threw his left wing out 
of aetion, by interposing an impassable morass between it and the enemy. 
Jdarlbornugh saw the error, reinforced hiR centre from hi^ unoccupied 
right wing, and bore down upon the mi idlc uf the hVeneh line with 
superior forces. The rout was disasuous; ViUei(»y lost twenty thousand 
men, killed or woimded. The kin^' p^nt for Yendome out of Italy, as the 
only general capable of coping wiih Ai ail borough. 
The campaign of 1707 produced nothing, but in 1708, the allies a^sip 
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tmtliiw Ihe Tfmoh, voder Teoddnia at Oadenarde, whm George II. 
and James Stuart fought on oppoeiie sides ; and forming the siege of 
Xdlle, under wonderful disadyantages, they took it in defiance of the 
gallant defence of marshal the duke of BouitlL rs for four months against 

prince Eugene, who, when he at length touk that pI.K e, said to the 
marshal, 1 am very proud of having taken Lille, but I should be still 
more proud of defending it as you have." Ghent and Bruges fell after- 
wards, and, with the eseeption of one or two town?, the frontiers of 
1 xance lay completely open. A party of Dutch troops advancing as far 

YecBsdUefl) ouiied off up<»L tiie bridge of SeTres tiie e^ueny of the king, 
whom ihey niiitook for the dauphin. 

This was a tenihle moment for France. The year 1709 oommenoed 
by OQO of the most rigorous winters ever known. The strongest elizura, 
Hungary water for example, the Eau de Cologne of that day, froze, and 
broke the bottles in which they were kept, though in the warmest rooms of 
the palace. From this a judj^ment may bo formed of its effects on 
vegetation. AH fruit trees perished, olives and vines. Tho sown com 
was destroyed. The tokens were certain of a general famine. The 
populace began to clamour under present suilerings, and with the prospect 
of olfll grMter. Seeing the diaaatroua and disturbed state of the 
popalatioii, the parliament thought proper to assemble in the great 
chamber, to consider the state of things. It was proposed to appoint 
depnttesto Tisit the provinces, buy com, and watch over the pnhlio 
peace. It was a bold attempt under Louis XIV., whose choler was 
extreme nn the occasion. He reprimanded the parliament, and told them 
they had as little to do with corn as with taxation. The magistrates 
obeyed, and were silent. Reverses so numeroin entailed extreme 
miseries on the population of France, credit whs annilii luted, ilie public 
debt increased, and loans, anticipation of revenue, and imports were 
^imwftf^, QoTerament fomid diffienlty in borrowing at firar hundred 
MOT ees^ The king^a laequejrs begged at the gates of Versailles. Louis 
jUV., and the great men, sent their i vices of plate to the mint, and 
many illustrious families at Yemuilcs stinted themselves to the use of 
oat bread, Madame de ?>Iaintenon setting the example. The peasant:? 
threw off the restraint of order, and even carried by assault the town of 
Cahors, while smugglere encountered the oiiicera of the customs i]i open 
day. L'/uis XIV. now humbly demanded peace of that Holland he had so 
arrugantly invaded forty years before. Tiie Dutch repaid tho king ail 
his past insults and pride. His envoys and his offers were slighted, yet 
tiie last were sufficiontly ample. He could obtain no better terms than 
that he should himself join the allies in pulling down Philip Y. firom the 
throne of Spain« Any less stringent demand would have transferred the 
•Mt of war to a distance, and have afforded time for France to have 
recovered her strenj^th ; on the other hand Louis for the first time 
addressed himself to his people ; he published tlie terrtjs preseribed to 
him, and ciied, If I am to fii^ht, I had rnther do so with my enemies 
than with my own faniilv." The people made a supreme effort to save 
tlie honour of France. \ illat s, with an army of recruits in a state of 
starvation and nudity, marched against the army of Eugene and Marl- 
borough, and encountered it at lislplaquet. Send us bread, for heaven's 
siker wxole Yilisn to the minister; ^'send lu bread, we "will 4) 

TQU II, 6 
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iriUiMtMU or skirts;" and wlien the bread i&em4. tlie soldiers, 
hid not ttlM food the eatire day, threw it amy ^AJMfimg^ttie dtmos 

of the e&eray. This battle of Malplaquct waa tne moat tumble of all. 
It was remarkable in this, that the French only lost eight thousaai, 
whilst upwards of thirty thousand remained on the field of battle, The 
battle however remained undecided, and COfuLd not fi^Vfi M<)nB|,^h4q^ 
aurrendered ilmmediately after (1709). 

Whilst the allies were besetting France on all aides, the youthful 
Philip y. Wis dimtiBg m liis own kingdoa Uta down wttb ^ 
WKkAnkb* IfadMBsiiikikJiadrsopmed to hiiiL at Almtian, ijiA 
to his capital {ttOT). Tha battle of Villa Ticioaa, gained by the 
Amok the Austrian paltry iraTad iht hopes of Louis XIV. (17l((). 
The diMgauoB of Marlborough^ howerer, sensed him better than a yictoiy. 
The conqueror of Ramillies was recalled to London. England began to 
bo weary of the war. She was ruining herself in order to ruin France. 
Finally the death of the emperor Joseph (1711), which called the archduke 
Charles to the throne of Austria, rendering it impolitic any longer to 
contend for his claims in Spain, altered the aspect of affairs. The 
English withdrew their troops. The brilliant yictoij gained by ViUara 
ovcrBygenaatDaiiain, aooawraladthelarii^^ ItWM 
aignad aiXJtndit in 1711^ aooeptad tha following year by t&ampaEor, and 
aom^laled in 1715 by a tiaaty with Holland* 

7^ lVt9iim^Uir§ckit JMm, and Bororta.— IVasoa sarad at least 
its honour from the wrecks of this disaatrous war. Her frontiers 
remained intact. And though she was obliged to guarantee the protestant 
succession to the throne of England, she made Europe recognise the 
grandson of Louis XIV. as the successor of the king of Spain. Never- 
theless, her interests were hardly dealt with. Iler greatest sacrifices were 
not the cession to England of some of her American colonies, nor the 
giving up to the duke of Savoy and the emperor a portion of her posses- 
aiooB in8pain» tba two Sicilies, tha Milanase, and tha Spaidah Netibar- 
landa. S&awaaaoiapdledtolatEnglaDdtaka a footing in Gibraltar and 
Jlinoioa, that is to say, to divide with her the empire of tnalladiterranean* 
8ha was further oompidled to submit to a disadvantageous treaty of com* 
Bieioe. Finally she consented to the destruction of the harbour of Dunkirk. 

Death of Louis XIV. — Louis XIV. outlived his grandeur ; his last 
years were mournful and gloomy ; he had seen nearly all his children die 
one after another; there now only remained, in the cloister-like solitude 
of Versailles, formerly peopled by a magnificent court, an old man with 
one foot in the grave and a child in leading strings. The successor of 
P^re la Chaisa, the iesuit Letellier, one of the most wickad men of the 
age, aoaiad tha Blind of tfaiaoM king bant down by misfortiin^ Beligioai 
psiaaa tt t i oiia oeeii|nad his last moments i daaiUi fi>imd him meditating the 
aiiamblage of a national council to canaa one portion of his clergy to be 
pioacribed by the other; dissipating enormous iiima in his useless 
constructions at Marly, and endeavouring, in defiance of his word, to make 
a last eff'ort in favour of tho eon of James II. Nevertheless, before 
expiring, he took a retrospect of his past career. " My dear child/* ho 
said amongst other things to the little duke of Anjou, *'you are about 
to become the king of a great kingdom; endeavour to preserve peace with 

your neighbours j X havo been too fond of warj do not imitate me m ilai, 
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^[^#^th^ngv«A4«ateaT«nrtd faim^di^ the best, ia oider alnravt to 

ibllow it. Rcliet^ ytnit ftople as soon as posaibk, and do what I Kavo 
bad the xnisfortimQ of not being able to do myseU^" th% lti<d 
September^ 171 Louis XIV. breathed his last, after a reign ^jitenclnig 
to the unparalleled duration of seventy-two years, leaving for his 
successor, hir great-grandson, a child of five years of age. The claim of 
Louid to the applause he has received has been questioned by many, yet 
no one can read his history without pronouncing it that of a great king; 
his taleuts were great^ but hia ambition was unboonded, and this bliadud 
hia eyea id «m1 intemti of hii people > he wms certainly a ^mBtom 
mukf iBd hoB mnmm wm dignified end noialile^tat his owweptilnU^ 
feialtefy was at onot aimiiDg and dMeg rew i ble * 
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KEGENCY OF PmLIT OF OEL£A2^8. 



Th^ i?<'^^«^.-~Immediatcly after the death, of Louis XTY,, "by a sudden 
reaction against the despotism of his reign, the parliament assembled, 
and by a decree annulled his will, which appointed a council of recrcncy, 
coiibisLing of the old ministers ; and preserved to Orleans the name of 
BvendMit of this council, in which the majority, governed by the duke du 



the care of the young king's penoD. The perlianieBt without heetlUkn 
declared these provisions null, broke the testament of Louie XIV. as he 
WM eold ia hie ooffin. and piodamied the duke of Oilea&e regent To 

ohviato all suspicion, however, the care of the young king ivas left to (he 
duke du Maine, and to his fathor*8 friend the marshal de VilleroT. 

The duke of Orleans entei ed upon his high ollii o with a drserred 
reputation for a corrupt private liie, and much unmerited suspicion c: 
having dealt unfairly with the princes of tlie royal house, who fell &u 
rapidly before the arrows of death tow tads the close of the last reign; hii 
adminietration was deeply embarraised by the growing financial miMl- 
ties of the kingdom, and his choice of miniatera did not tend to tdwe 
the pressure. The wicked abh^ Dubolsi notorious for his ambition and 
his vices, who had been the teadier of atheism to the duke ctf OriesaiSi 
and the pander to his passions, became his prime minister. 

The most pressing subject of consideration was finance. The expendi- 
ture, which, in the year 1670, amounted to eighty millions of livres, had, 
in the last year of the war, reached two hundred and sixtv millions 
Every means wure used to meet this enormous outlay. Pho roya! 
tenth on all pi operty, planned by Vauban, was laid on m 1710. TLu 
capitation was raised. Taper money was issued at an enormous discount \ 
Louis giving thirty-two millions in paper for eight millions ill apeek. 
Vanity seemed the natbnsl commodity most productive when taxed ; ssid ■ 
offices of all ahsuxd kinds were created for sale, such as comptnllen- | 
genenlfor piling wood and trying butter, and royal counsellors' inspectois 
of wigs. Despite of all these ways and means, Louis left a debt in bills, 
demanding immediate payment, that amounted to upwards of seven 
hundred millions of livrcf , besides a funded debt, of whirh the yearly 
interest was ninety-six millions. These financial difficulties were rot 
alleviated, but aggravated, by the devices adopted by the regcnry. 
XVosccutionfi were nidiacnuuiuitfly Lonujicnccd against all wlio h*d 
benefited bj the collection of the revenue, and pursued to a misobiet^OttS 
excess; the loans contracted in times past were reduced to one-h«lf: 
<AoeS| formerly aold) were pit^^essly suppressed; and the eolii wm 
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dttlMued bj a mew issue. National benkmptcy appeared immiaenty when 
•a edveaivrer of genius, a Scotchman named Law, promised to revive 
commerce and to open inexhaustible resources to the state, whilst dimin- 
ishing its burdens. He established a bank (1716) on the basis of an 
i&sue of paper money, and its operations were conducted with regularity 
and punctuality ; the government accepted its notes as cash, and soon 
discovering the advantages of the svatem, desired to become a participator 
of the profits. The bank (1718) beoamethe lojal bank; it acquired the 
privileges of the India company, witibi "vast possessiSDS la Louiusiiay and 
^ ezclusiTe commeroe to Africa and Asia ; the monopoly of tobaooo, 
the right of coining moESJV coliection of iSbib revenue. Specula- 

tkm to a iiaarful extent was carried on in the shares of the bank, and ila 
notes were issued at the instance of the government to an enormous 
amount ; when all at once it waa discovered that this paper money was 
the representative, not of real elfects, but of imaginary advantages which 
might never be realised. Then came the downfall of the whole scheme ; 
edicts reducing the notes to one-half only ruined all confidence. Law 
vaa caUed upon to give in a statement of acootmts, and bsffled his 
Mumloi by toe dearnees witb wbich be did so ; bis Mxta to restore 
sffiubrs to an equilibrium were Meated. The liqoidationi with wbioib the 
unfortunate scheme closed, increased the national debt by nearly one- 
half. As for Law^ its author, he contrived to escape to Venice, far from 
the wreck of so much wealth. 13^ had purchased some of the fiist 
estates in the kingdom, which were of course confiscated. An operation 
called the visa waa next resorted to ; it quashed one-third of the public 
debt, and reduced the interest of the remainder ; all scrip not submitted 
to the visa was totally annulled. At the end of all these violent measures 
the kiusdom was more deeply pledged than at the death of Louis XIY., and 
aprejooiea xamained against dl new sdiemes and projects for amelioiitioii. 
• J^ntriftwa of AI6enmi,'-^ln tbe midst of this hirer of speodlatioii 
£aiopean policy was active. The Spanish prime minister, Alheroni, who 
cherished the notion of oyerthrowing the established order of things in all 
tba chief nations of Europe, worked upon everybody, from the illegiti- 
mate children of Louis XIV. to the Turks. He wished to restore to 
Spain what she had lost, to give the regency of France to Philip V., to 
re-establish the pretender in England, and to restore everywhere the old 
principles. Spain rose again under his government ; she had an army, a 
na\y, arienala, and finance. The king of Sweden, Charles XII., was in 
ber pay ; the Tmfcs were diiyen tf her against the emperor ; her 
apibaasador conspired in Franoe. There was nothing wanting to the groat 
projecta but the slightest degree of success. Eugene defeated the Turks ; 
the English under admiral Byng (lord Torrington) destroyed the Spanish 
fleet ; Charles XII. was killed at the siege of Frederiekshall ; the fleet 
which b')re the pretender was destroyed by a tempest ; Spain waa 
defeated in Sicily by the Austrians, and at home by Berwick (1718). 
Spain was obliged to yield to the quadniple alliance formed by France, 
England, Holland, and the emperor. The duke of Savoy had Sardinia 
in exchange of Sicily : Spain obtained Tuscany, Parma, and Piacentia. 
Alheroni' a disgrace was at the same timt^ stipulated, and Philip V. oidy 
granted the flighty statesman twenly-'flrai? honzs to ^tlfamd| «nd % 
tetnight to leave Spain* 
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ing up«iir4uii migori^w ike duk« of Bourbon, who Iiad aU tho Tioea of 
tiio ivgml with loao iniad and a more wicked heart, admkdsteMd Uio 
goyeromalyattho soggestaon of Fleuiy,tho king's confessor and instructor. 
Bourbon was himself goyemcd by the marquise du Prie, daughter of a 
financier, and an adept in the mystery of jobbing in the public funds. 
The marriago of the king was the most important point to be considered* 
He was betrothed to the infanta then educating at tlie French court ; but 
the duke of Bourbon had his old political disjiike to Spain ; and he also 
I»roposcd, by formiag a now marriago and making a queen of his choicOi to 
gain full aioeiidanoy otar ihe mind of Loitia. A sionacing illness of th* 
fasig hastensd this sesoltttioik Tho doke tamed his Tiews first towards 
his sister* Kadame du Prie despatobed one of her confidants to make a 
trial of the sentiments and temper of the pzinoess ; but the latter^ 
disgusted with tho meanness and vulgarity of tho messenger, refused to 
enter into either terms or promises. Madame du Trio would therefore 
no longer hear of this lady, mademoiselle de Yermaudois. A daughter 
of Ku.ssia was proposed, and rejected. At length it was recollected that 
Stanislaus^ the exiled king of Poland, had a daughter, who now shared 
his wanderings and misfortunes. A creature, thus raised from distreas to 
tiift throne ofFrance, could not bat he grateful to those who elevated her. 
Thus reasoned Hadame du Prie. Moreorer, Maria Leczinski was lorelfy 
mlHi humble, pious. Fleiiry, whenhe heard the choice, could not disapproTe 
of it. Stanislaus and his daughter could not credit their good fortune. It 
was confirmed, however, and the daughter of tho fugitive king of Poland 
became queen of France (1725). The duke of Bourbon conducted 
affairs on the same erroneous principles which had hitherto ruled the 
monetary system of France, imtil he was obliged to abandon the helm by 
the goneial outcry (1726). Fleury, bishop of Frcjus, succeeded to the 
post, and tho peaoeable condition of the state was interrupted only hf 
theological dbputes about the Jansenists. 

TFar of (he Polish Succession, — ^The death of Augustus II., king ol 
Poland, suddenly aroused all Europe. Stanislaus Leczinski was brcnigfciA 
hack to the throne to the prejudice of the son of tho late kin?, who was 
supported by Russia. At the court of France, the old generals declared 
that it would be impossible to do otherwise than support tho father-in-law 
of Louis XV. Fleury allowed himself to bo persuaded, and only 
succeeded in compromising the French name. lie feared to disquiet the 
Xo^lish by naval armaments. Ue sent Stanislaus fifteen hundred men 
against a himdied thoasand. filmdn had seised upon llie pretazt «f tha 
Pbliflh war to recorer a portion of her farmer poaMBions. fiha waa alM 
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hy Villars. The letding feature of fhe war was the loes by Austria of 

Naples, where a branch of the house of Spain was established, so that the 
Bourbons &Iled three of the thrones of Europe, in Franoe^ Spain, and 

Naples. Peace was concluded at Yipnna, and Poland was sacrificed. 
The infante Don Carlos renounced Parma and Placentia, and obtaiued the 
two Sicilies ; the duke of Lorraine exchanged against the duchy of 
Tuscany, those of Lorraine and Bar, which Stanislaus rto. ived for life, and 
"which, were to be incorporated with France after his death (1733-39). 

War of (he Auiirtan Succession, — ^The emperor Charles Vl. had done 
eyeijthing, ia default of male heirs In his fvnilv, to oanse his orown to 
deyoiTe on his daughter Maria llieresa, a lady of wt ability and npixit, 
One of the conditions of the treaty of Yienna had been the sanction of his 
will by Louis XY. As soon as the emperor was dead, the Stiites whidi 
had guaranteed the succession of his diu^^hter took arms ao^ainst her. 
All wiahed to have their portion of the spoils of Austria. Spain claimed 
Bohemia and Hungary ; the king of Sardinia, the Milanese ; Fredcrirk, 
Silesia ; France wished to give the empire to the elector of Bavaria. 
Fieury had not the courage to refuse war. Once more he entered upon it 
with a bad grace, and conducted it inefficiently. Whilst France was 
penetrating into Bohemia to crown the deetOTi Fxedetfek took nosaesSioBC 
ofSilesUjrmi). 

Maria Tnercsa had the distant and ineffectual aid of England ; but her 

best resources lay in her own royal resolution, and the enthusiasm with 
which, her subjects responded to her appeal. With her young children in 
her arras, she presented herself, already expelled from her German 
provinces, before the Hungarian diet, and made this pathetic address : 
*' Abandoned by my friends, persecuted by my enemies, attacked by my 
nearest relations, I have no other resoui'ce than in your fidelity, your 
courafi;e, and your constancy ; I commit to your hands the children of your 
king. The youth^the beauty, and the misfortunes of the queen made a 
deep impression. The magnates drew their sabres and exdaimed, We 
will die finr our sovereign, Maria Theresa.'*^ Till then she had preserved 
a ealm, majestic demeanour; but their fidelity and courage overcame her 
f Iifl|^ and she ^ve way to them in tears. The troops famished by 
Hungary, by their mode of warfare and their ferocity, spread terror 
through the German and French armies. England furnished subsidies, 
fleets, and armies. The battle of Dettingen, (1743) was an instance of 
th'i injurious etfccts of the imperfect state of di^-ciplinc, which at that 
era was iecn equally in all armies. Marshal NoaiUes had taken such 
measures, that the ruin of the British, under George II. and the duke of 
Cumberland seemed secure ; but his nephew, the duke of Ghrammont, at 
tiie head of the king^e Ixousehold troops, boiling with ardour, threw 
himself too early upon the enemy, and by placing his own troops where 
those of the English would have been had he obeyed his ordeiSy 
obstmcted the fire of the French batteries, which could not play upoli 
their own people, and prv.duced the loss of the battle. The king of 
England that day had fought both on horseback with the cavalry, and on 
foot with the infantry ; he dined upon the fluid of battle, and retreated 
from his ptfsitiou with such haste as to leave his wounded behind him, 
well pleaBcd to have extricated himscif by. a victory. The duke of 

Cumberland received a ball in the legj ana the loss among the FIrendC 
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nobility was ac vpre. Bnlleisle h rid already eTflciatcf! Prague. Marfihal 
Mailleboid, wilk cixty thouaajid combatants, proceeded to euccour lam. 
-when it WW too late. BeOeiale, with his army* retumed lianwd* ' 
siaFclies, without proriaioxis, almost without elotbingi amoaa thixif 
leagues of mountains and ravines covered with anow, ahaadoid&g 
Bolienila and all hi^ advantages. The emperor Chaiieai driven ewfiil 
from his electorate of Bararia, and now, without an army, took refuge 
in Frankfort. 

The French, def alcd in Oermany, Avcre conquerors in Italy and 
Flanders. Secondetl by the Spaniards and the Genoese, therestaLlislied the 
infante Don Philip at Milan and Parma. At Fontenoy (1 74-3), marshal 
Saxe, with Louis XV. himself, was opposed to the duke of Cuialiciiand, 
with British, Dutch, and Austrian troops. The villages, which wwo 
the strong points of the French position, wore amed witii fonaidahio 
hatteries : nevertheless, the EugHsh advanced in a close oohimn, over- 
threw two lines of French infantry, and in a few moments would have 
turned the position, and been out of reach of the artillery. Louis JC\'. 
had been already rccnmmnided to retreat, but the allies ha'l not supported 
the English column ; four guns in resc rrc were brought to boar, and 
made a frightful havoc in its ranks; the French cavalry bore down at a 
gallop, and cut the brave felloM's to pieces ; the victory was with Loui?, 
and nine thousand English, killed and wounded, I t v stretclicJ upon the 
field. Charles Edward, tte young pretender, by his landing in Scotland 
(1745), with such support as France could give, produced a diTernoii 
which recalled the duke of Cumberland; and marshal Saxe, hy hia victory 
at B f oux, became master of Brabant. England, which had ridded 
herself from the pretender at GuUoden, aow began to fear for Holland. 
The princG of Orange was raised t/> Fnvcreign power, and created heredi- 
tary stadtholder. In the meantime, the duke of Ciimbciland arrived 
from the field of Ciilloden to defend the ally of England againi-t the 
marshal Saxc. Immense armies on either side seemed to pruiuise a 
decisive campaign. Maestricht and Bergen- op- Zoom were the only two 
fortresses that held out against- the French. In manoeuvring to besiege 
the former town, the French came in front of their enemiei, advantage* 
OHsly posted at Lawfeldt. It was now the tun of the duke of Cumlwi^ 
land 10 bo intrenehed and defended by cannon, whilst the ^^*fknl 
Saxe attacked in close columns. It was the day of Fontenoy reveiB8<L 
The French, in their attack upon Lawfcldt, were thrice repulsed. The p 
English cavalry, under Ligonier, advriTKrd to the charge, drove through, 
and routed them ; when the French marshal, anxious for the fate of Uie 
day, and forgetful of his inftrnuties, brought np his squadrons, and the 
English, too far advanced to retreat, and unsupported by their allies, 
were obliged to surrender. This decided the day. The village of 
Lawfeldt was won. The duke of Gumherkaidi«treajted; he waa womtod, 
hut remained still strong enough to cover Maestricht Marshal fiaoiA, 
unable to besiege this tosvn, <5ent Lowndahl to invest Bergen«>op-Zoom» 
considere d as impregnable. It was, neverthelessy taken by asaauh^ ftftor 
a month's siege. 

Holland was in dismay; but France experienced the most terrible 
disasters on the seap. Her very coasts were insulted ; and port T Orient, 
the seat of the East India tradej had almost capitulated to the KTigli^, 
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Marslial Saxe Baw that peace was in r^faostricht. He deceiyed the 
enemy by skiitul maucBuvrea, invested the town, and the prelimiaaries of 
th0 smntljr 469lred for peace were signed At Aix*laoOhapeUe. J^ranee 
Duida no damnd. Louis not only yieided all his conquests in Flanders, 
bnl allowed that stipuUition, so disgraceful to the country, of lendering 
the port of Dankirk uselesSf to be inserted. Savoy was given up to the 
king of Sardinia. In exchange for these, Don Philip of Spain, was estab- 
liahed in the duchy of Parma; Maria Theresa recovered Austrian Flanders ; 
England giving up Louisburg, in North America, kept Nova Scotia, 
Such, was the peace of Aix-la-Chnp»»lle, which, recompen&ing neither 
Fiuncc nor England for their enormuus expenditure uf blood and treasure, 
at least achieved one aim of the lattx^r, in preserving the unity of 
the Austrian dominions, cstahliBhiug the heroic Maria Theresa on her 
throne, and thus preserving the due oalaace of power in the east of 
Bncope (1748). 

The interval of eight years* peace was occupied in ineffbotual efforts 

for the amendment of the system of taxation, and by renewed quart * Is 
conoemiog the Jansenist doctrines. In 1757, Damiens stabbed Louis XV. 
in the midst of his guards, as he was p:etting into his carriage. The wound 

was not mortal, and Damiens was instantly seized ; but the most cruel 
tortures which he was doomed to suiier could not induce him to confess 
that he had any accoiii|)iices ; and the horrid sentence which condemned 
him to be torn in purees by horses, was executed, INfarch 28, 1757. 

The Seven Years' War. — France, by the court iuii igues of Madame de 
Pompadour, suffered herself to be again embroiled in war. Maria Theresa 
hitt TOwed to take back Silesia from the king of Prussia, to whom nought 
eonid veooncUe her. She stizred up against him Russia, Poland, and S weden^ 
and erea stooped to address Madame de Pompadour as her dear friend and 
cousin* Louis XV. was not ill inelined to Austria. He had a jealous 
fiwiing towards Frederick, personal as well as political. The rhymes and 
^■firf'ism^ of the royal wi': of Sans Souci p:alled the French monarch and 
his miattvss ; whilst his abandonment of France twice during the war gave 
them more h.'giumate eauae of dissatisfaction. Frederick, in the mean- 
time, alarmed, and well aware of the storm which menaced, concluded a 
defensive alliance with iiny;land. England sought, in this alliance, the 
security of Hanover; Frederick aimed at neutralising the power of 
Boseift, then liaked to England, Austria and France, leammg thist 
bentated no longer, and the treaty was signed between them in May, 
1756. 

The Frenx^ commenced the war by an expedition against the island of 
Minorca, then in possession of the English. An engagement took place 
at long Khoti, otf Minorca (17o^)), between la Galli33oniere and 
admirrtl Byng, a son of the victor of Cape l^assaro. Byng sheered off, 
rrnd when he came home was tried by a court martial and shot, lor not 
bringing the French fleet into close action. The honour of the day, 
>uch as it was, and the advantage-^for Minorca was captured — remained 
H iih France. 

England furnished subsidies to the ttiemies of France. Fredmck the 
Oflta( was carrying <n the war at her cost az^ to her advantage. He 
invaded Saxony, and.teok Dresden from the king of Poland. He faced, 
aU liii «aennei in aaeeeaiion* ^ifty thoneand Austadans fled before hini^* 
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English^ idwm maxihd Riehdiev bad eott^M to vafanit to tiia eqdl«» 
latioQ of Oksteneyen, and threatened by tbe RusfliaiM, he penetrated 
into Saxony^ and found luwtelf hemmed in by four armies. Eut 1^8 
indomitable gentiis a^^in prevailed. He routed, at Rosbach (1757^, thi/ 
French and tbeir allies, headed by Soubise. Proposing to attack him by 
surprise, they had not completed their evolutions when they found them* 
selves in tho presence of their enemy, drawn upon advantageous ground^ 
in 01 der of battle, while two-thirds of their own forces were thrown out 
of action ; the consec^uence was a signal defeat* Frederick followed up 
the course of his sueceflt. HemOBM thoioad to Bileaifl, leaving tba 
rmmMMtd, pnoij^tatelf to efibot their iBtreot lowwito Oo nanbH 
Ektielimif but ho onl|r aniTedin time to aara tke temBaata of liia amy. 
which had been destroyed at Bralaii by the prince de Lorraine aai4 
field rnftufknA J)mm» A few days afterwards, howeyer, be took his revenge 
allima^ "wbere he defeated the Austrians, and recovered his ancient 
superiority in despite of his numerous enemies. The conquest of Silesia 
followed closely upon the heels of this second victory ; Prussia was saved; 
the French army had been driven back beyond the Rhine ; the Austrians 
were flying towards Bohemia ; an old general, Lewhald, with twenty- 
four thousand Prussians, had driven the eighty thousand Eussians out of 
eastern Bnueia» and compelled tbe Swedea to eraenate Pommniay afli'li 
tdDS mftige beneath tbe eaimoB of Siralaand, and, flnaHy, fia lite idaid 
of Rogen. 

The abb€ de Beniis. ministw for loreign afion, eounselled petoeto LoiAi 

X¥»- in these moments of reverse ; he was disgraced ; all Europe was af 
war. In England, the duke of Cumberland had been removed from the 
command of the armies, and the impetuous Pitt had taken tbe place of the 
pacific Fox in the government ; his tirst act was to break the capitulation 
of Glosterseven, all the blame of which now fell on marshal liichelieu. 
General Clermont was sent to replace him ; he was an unskilful general, 
who had nothing but bia brafiiy to oppose to the abilities of the chief of 
the enamieaf priSiee Ferdinand <n Bnmairiok* A bold manoeirm of ikm 
bitter, who bad only thirty tboaaaad men, oattsed Germany to be abaiH 
doned by the eighty thousand men of Clermont* Beemoi^ Brunswickf 
Sa&over, all the French strongholds in Germany, were evacuated. Cler* 
aoat only deemed himself in safety when lie had placed the £hhi9 
between himself and the enemy (17^)^). 

Whilst the king of Prussia, with unchanged courage and talent, but 
with most imcertain fortune, was making bead against his enemies, the 
French army mustered near Frankfort, in the spring of 1759. Prince 
Ferdinand of Brunswick began tbe campaign, byattacking it at Berehem, 
but waexepttiaed by the nanfaal de BrogUe. The aligbteit atteeeas then 
filled the French wiiii aodacityv ntd infpelled Aemtoadtanoe bddly m 
the offmam, whilst the kaat eheok was s^ to precipitate them into m 
eiBilnay extreme. They new drove the prin ce of Brunswick before them^ 
and reached once more the banks of the Weser. Minden was taken 
(17-^9); and the inhabitants of Hanover began to look forward to fall 
again into the power of the French. Prince Ferdinand rallied bia forces, 
however, and took post near Minden, putting an isolated column ia 
adrance to entice and deceive his enemies. The marshal de Oontadea 
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marched on the l8t of August to attack this body, placing his cayalry in 
the centre, and hia foot upon the wings. The French attribute to thi« 
disposition the loss of the day, their horse being swept away and routed 
bv the batteries which prince Ferdinand had prepared, whilst the infantryi 
|»iprdered by its defeat, were unable to ftflt dSket, nti vaM ddtsa 
HieMd. Tikeright win^ of ptiaee Pordkund didiutadTatum ti 
ilete tbe Tiotoiy, as he had ordered. The gamral blamed lord George 
fviUe, ifho commanded it» obliquely censuring him m hia deapatches^ 
ob^erring that, had the marquis of Graab3f been in. Hie place of lord 
leargc, the battle could not have failed to be much more decisive. The 
pas of the French was severe ; amongst their colonels slain at the alFair 
of Minden was the marquis do Lafayette, a noble of an ancient family. 
He left his marchioness, a lady of the house of Lusignan, pregnant^ Xhia 
posthumous child was the Lafayette of the revolution. 

France was exhausted ; the penury of the treasury was extreme ; aud, 
to Matter the self-love of his subjects, Louis XV. hod cent in hia ailver 
jji^Xe to the v^tf to zdieye the diffionltiea of the goTemment Tlie king 
qliSNun, Ferdinand VI*, died. The duke de Choiaeiily tiie aaeoearor of 
de Bemis, more decided than ever to continue tiie war, im ordetf 
jitiate Madame de Pompadour, concluded with hia emocessor, Bcm 
>8^ king of the two Sicilies, the famous family oompact, directed 
agamat the maritime preponderance of England. The secret article of the 
treaty was the cession of a portion of Louisiana to Spain this alliance 
▼as productive of nothing but reverses to the uniieci navies. The loss of 
the French colonies was consummated by the taking of Martinique ; 
Spain also lost Cuba, the Philippine islands, llavana, and Manilla 
(1761). Negotiations were opened at Paris, and the exhaustion of aU the 
powers accelerated the eoaduaion of peaoe whii^ was aigned at Paris 
(1763). 

. ,muifiO ceded Canada and Gape Breton. The Miaaiasippi was dedated 
tejia Hie boundary betwixt the colonies of the respective nations ; Neur 
QnwoSy howoYer, <m ita left bank, adhering to Louisiana. In India, 
Msisrty and territories were restored to their ancient limits ; but the 
French were to send thither no more troops. Guadaloupe and Martinique 
were restored, Grenada kept by the British, who at the same time appro- 
priated St. Vincents, Dominica, and Tobago. Senegal was also ceded to 
them, and Minorca rest ired. The demolition of the port of Dunkirk was 
to be completed, and an English commissioner to oversee the execution 
of this aiticle. Peace could acateely have been ceded more disgracefully 
t(> France, and yet she ai^ed it» so pnmllanimons ma her govammen^ 
as'ad^Tisted the finaacea, ao epiiitleMi and diaorganiaed were her amies* 
The nation, proudly Busoeptilidey deeply felt the hnmlHation. They 
^^bnted it not to their own want of courage, or talent, or resources, but 
ta iha imbecility of their government, and, fundamentally, to the vice of 
lis coiistitutioo. Whatever of loyalty or of ancient attachment to despotic 
rule still lingered in tlie country, evaporated with the national hmiva 
fa witnessing this disgraceful ti-eaty. 

Louis XV., weary of war, could now devote himself entirely to his 
mistresses, the last of whom was the notorious countess du Harry, a public 
prostitute, who had replaced Madame de Pompadour. His egodam kept 
him at a distaaeo fmathe pcoploi who idieady forantir lbe part tiher 
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were dettiiwd to pUf « Th#kiog alone, wiih litftHcMiiioWMttNrt, <XBi$^tmki^ 
Mend the prcwnfetime, wliikt, beyond the pak of royal fsLVOUTy every one 
regarded the future with gloony apfffeihenBidn* Public opinion, whioli, 
king of Fmnce had always kept under «nee Louis XIY., began to 

alienate itself firoin him, and to become indopeiidcrit. Tlirou^h its 
inlliunee the pa'rliam',*nt expelled the Jesuits from ranee (1761;, and 
fiiiI)prL'sst;d an institution, of which PVancc repelled the iatnguing and 
dic tatorial polit v. It was public opinion which roused the people, on the 
judgments of LaWy and la I iialotais, both victims of court intrigues. 
Louia XY. did not understand progress, or, rather, he iras not mifferi^ t» 
undenitaiid it The duke de Ohoiseul, who showed a dcsiie N> foUov tlM» 
gpirtt of the age, was dismused. He was sucoeeded by tbe dmpediiw 
Maupeou(1768). 

The weigpht and unequal pressure of flie taxes soon brought debatei 
between the royal power and the parliaments. The duke d'Aiguillon, 
governor of Bhttany, was protected by the despotic interference of the 
sovereign against a process instituted by the parliament of that province. 
The parliament of Palis, indignant at the arbitrai'y acts of the kin^, 
refused to execute its judicial functions ; but the chancellor ilaiipouu 
adopted and successfully cai ried out a measure, which suppressed at a 
sweep tSi the eourts of justice throughout Franco, and substituted tastt of 
bis own appointmeat in offices of a new form. Public opimon xemoap 
stnted loudly at first agauist these proceedings, but the parliameuta ^ 
not represent the people, and Maupeou promised that the abussa anA 
defects of the old courts and laws should be remedied by the new 
organisation. The change was therefore can-led into ciTi ct (1771). 
The noblesse alone seemed, on this occasion, to make common cause with 
the parliament, with whom they were united in the court of peers, 
abioi^ated by the lat^ act of authority. All refused to alUiud the bed 
oi justice, held by Louis -X.\ . to open and sanction his new judicial 
court. The prince of Goiide, his son Bourbon, and the prince of Oo&ti» 
weore exiled in consequeuee, as well as the duke of Odeans, and bia aont 
the due do Chartres. The last personage was aftsrwards the fanuml 
Philip Egulitd He wsa now the sealons opponent of court and partisan 
of parliaments. 

As ever, the greatest evils arose from the state of the finances. TcrraT, 
wliO was finance minister, was obliged to meet an annual expense of four 
hundred millions of livres with a revenue far inferior. To mttt the 
deficit, Terray increased the fffHh^ a tax upon the peasantry, and, in 
addition, ventured on the Blrnple expedient of a partial Liiukruptcy* 
3y a stroke of his pen he reduced the interest of the public debt by one 
half. The partition of Poland set the seal of imbecility and disgrace on 
the ministry of the due d'Aiguillon. 

In the midst of this decay and disgrace of his kingdom, Louis XY. was 
smitten with a mortal malady : it was tiie small-pox. Considering his 
age and free life, there were few hopes, from the first, of his recovery. 
The bedside of the dyirsfr Tnonarch from thence became the scene of tho 
most disgraceful quarrels and intrigues. The Choiscul party urge<l the 
necessity of chasing Madame du Bar ry from court with disgrace ; and 
loudly argued that iitaumont, archbishop of Parig, should refuse the 
sacrament to the dying monarchy if this BacriUce was not mad^ Vi>dscoiLmi 
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and piety ; but the archbisliop, who had so oft refused the caisolationB 
of the church and the ceremony of burial to a refractory Janaeniatj 
would not be seyere with Madame du Barry, who, however base, had 
humbled Choiaeul and the parliament, the ^reat enemies of the hig-h 
church. The mistresji, therefore, was allowed to rutirc without so mdal or 



lift dmighter, expicedon the 10th Hay, 1774. 

Mqvlt/UB ve4]ttired that the body ek<mld be embelmed. But abready m 
matotiicj of patodustioii, no surgeon ooiildbe found to undertake the offioe; 
Mr coiild a courtier be induced to oversee the last duties pcii to the 
monaroh. His remains were huddled in their last abode by the woilmien 
of the chateau ; spirits of wine were poured on them ; and in this state 
they were abandoned, till ^'onveyed to St. Denis. The d an ph in was with 
Marie Ant^^inette, awaiung tidiags of his royal grandsue'a fate, A noise, 
like thunder, was heard suddenly in their ante-(;hamber. " II was that of 
the courtiers,'' says midaaie Campau, wiiu had deserted tlie apartments 
of the deceaeed mmeirch, to do homage to the new power of Louis XYI." 
Tbe4ral act of this prince and of hie queen, was to fling themeelirei upon 
Ihrir knees and eaoolaim— God gnide ne, pfotect ws; we are, too young 
to reign.'* 

The great faults of Louis XY. were inacti7ity,listLesanes% and timidity, 

which led to others ; and hh conduct to his amiable queen has met witii 
deserved opprobrium. IFi; may be truly said to bo one of tho worst 
kings of hh race. Had ho died at Motz, in the midst of tho triumph by 
which he was dcocrvodly surrounded, when grief reigned through France 
at the illness he caused by his own activity, and when popular fame had 
styled him Nauis, the well-beloved, posterity would have rejoiced in his 
MMe ; as it was, he was despifled and detested equally as aklng and a 
man, eend his death was considered a national blessing. Ken of talent 
teteg this leign, by their lively and popuh^r productions, spread widely 
among the people a contempt for the monarchy, a love for repubhoan 
institutions, and a distaste for all that had hitherto been esteemed sacred 
in France. They sneered at religion, made infidelity the fashion of the 
day, and prepared the public mind for the overthrow of all the ancient 
institutions of the Jdngdora. The encYch)pindi8ts, in particular, conducted 
their extensive work on ju inciples most hostile, not only to old preju- 
dices, but to woU-fuunded convictions , and Vultauc, hy a clever and 
tiracioai style, disguised the looseness and maoonraey of his historical 
iKtSy smd gave oiroulntion to his attacks on christaanity. At the sanui 
tarn wcMDoe prodnopd names that do real honour to the country of iheir 
birth ;>^LaTOKier in eheaktry ; BnHbn «nd Sanssme in nataal histoxyv 
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Ministry Turgot, — Louia XVI. vas twenty ycai*3 old when lie 
asiceiided the throne (1774). He was ^landaua of tlie laat king, and 
mattied (1770) M«rie Antoinette^ daughter of Ifazia Theresa of Austria. 
Oa tihe awasion of the young king everything seemed for n wtnle W ]jfo 
on prosperously. The king, in fact, adorned with the virtues of prftife 
life, had honest intentions. But tiie entire burthen of the past weighed 
on his reign. It had become as dii&cult to effect good as to cottm^ 
evil. Tho feeble Louia XVL wa*? capable of neither one nor 
the other. Maupeou was replaced in his goverament by the count 
de Maurepas, and the abb^ Terray by the Yirtuoiis and honest 
Turgot. Turgot, who waa the greatest administrator that France had 
possessed since Colbert, knew the sources of evil, and wished to dry them 
up. The work which he contemplated was scarcely consummated after 
balf a eentyfj* of eomttiotlcmB. He was deainms, in conoait -wM 
IfalealieiFbeBy to suppress all privileges in taxation, to emandpaftp labon 
gradually to fiee oommeroe from all restrietionSi and hy inrotuiaia 
assemblieB, to pie|pave the nation to discuss its interests and govern itsd^ 
It was the abolition of privileges which he proposed to the privilepcS. 
His benevolent views were thwarted by intrigues, and he faued. fhe 
clarjioiu'3 of the noblesse were too great for Louis to u sist. " It is only 
Monsieur Tiirgot and I who love the people,'* said the monarch; but the 
minister was nevertheless dismissed, and was followed in his retreat 
Malesherbes ( 1776). There waa an explosion of joy at Versailles. 

Administration o/Necker^ — Turgot was succeeded by Necker, a skilful 
bttidier, a Swiss; a sian of eommerdal wealth and of social eminanoa. 
Ifo succeeded in procoring loans on no ejchorbitant terms, a^id by this 
aieans xd^eved the &tress of the treasunr. These, however, were onlg^ 
temponoy expedients, vsaSl as Turgot had disdained, and to which that 
statesman declared ho would not stoop. What that bolder minister 
failed in procuring, viz : the diminution of expense and increase of thr 
revenue, Necker could not aiid did not siicLLcd in. Necker simply 
borrowed, and added yearly to the public burdens (a state of war certainly 
proving his excuse) ; making fair promises of an excess of revenue, yet 
to accrue from an economy that the minister had not the power to enforce. 
This system, of which a longer profotmd peace might nare gomntsed 
tiib success, did not Md good against the neir American war, addetitd 
the "IboiliBh prodigalities of a brilliant court. A general revolutiaii %id 
bioken cut in lihe North American colonies of England, arising out of' 
questions of taxation. The British government claimed the right to 
impose duties upon them, and found that claim denied and resisted. The 
dispute continued for ten years befuro blood was shed in tiie '^uaixcii 
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until tidings of the anmnder of Burgoyne at Saratoga, with six thooiand 
1B0Q (1777)i came to auure it that the colonics had ample means of 
resistance. Then, in the eleventh hour, the French ministry stepped 
forth, and concluded a treaty in February, 1778, acknowledging tho 
independence of the United States. War between France and England 
was the necessary consequence. Franklin had come to demand the aid 
of France against the mother country. The moment was favourable, the 
words of republic and libertj were in fayour amongst a population already 
fidlof Ydltttire and Bonaseaia, and emboed with the philosophic ideas of 
the cighteentit c entoir. Moreoyeri the hatied ag^dnst England was 
,KMt. Louis Xyi. only saw in the war the means of glory^ lika the 
remainder ot the nation* £[ot withstanding the penniy of tho treasury, a 
host of youn^ nobles, eager for that liberty which was so soon after to 
proscribe their order in Fxancdi embarked for the N%w World wil;h tba 
marquis de Lafayette. 

The contest between France and England was chiefly confined to tho 
ocean. The undecided action near Ushant, between the fleets under 
Keppel and d'Orvilliers, reassured Louis XVI., who already was in fears 
ior his inexperienced fleet (1778). The ooont d' Estaing took from Great 
Idtaiit atimd idands in tha west Bidies, especially St. Yinoent and 
QfaoAda, but was repulsed in an attack on the British forces in Sayannaii 
{1779)« In 1730 the French proved of signal service to tfasflr Ag^'ffn^fflit 
alHes, for De Grasse defeated Hood in Chesapeak Bay iu a smart engage- 
l|9«nt, and by his victory deprived the land forces under Comwallis of all 
hope of succour ; these troops, amounting to eight thousand men, were 
vigorously attacked in their position, and at length compelled to surronder. 
Such success decided the war of independence in favour of the United 
States. In other quarters tho conflict was less advantageous to France. 
In 1780 the combined fleets of France and Spain^ who had united their 
maritime force in order td enish tho naval supenorily of England, 
up tl^ English ohannel unopposed, insulted Plymoathy and menaced tm 
fmnnnoOf but they retired without attempting anything. In 1782 Bo 
Grasse was deimied, with tho loss of eight Tesscds, by Bodney, near 
Gnadaloupc, and was himself made prisoner. The same year the French 
and Spanish lavished enormous sums, and their utmost efforts, on a 
bombardment of Gibraltar, but thev were successfully and ably repulsed 
by Elliott (lord Heathficld), and the garrison was relieved by the lluct of 
admiral Howe. During this period many naval coinbats tijok place in. 
the East Indies, between admiral Suffren and Sir ivi\\\tia liu^iiLs ; no 
decisive coascauences followed from any of these rezicontres, and both 
parties dainuiato have the adTaotage. Suflkeni however^ is one of tho 
mmdU naval heroes of Franoe. reace was signed in 1783, and tho 
iadspendenco of the United States was tecogniscd hy England. 

AimMUration qf Calonne and Brienne.^^hd war of independence had 
oai^ aggravated the internal state of France. Keeker had exhausted 
tftiv means of improving tho revenue; he ended, however, by under- 
itanding the inadequacy of his syi:tem of credit, and he was obliged to 
retire after publishing; the celebrated conipte rendu,, or statement of 
income and expendiiuro, which suddenly revealed to France the depth of 
its wounds and the uselessness of half remedies (178 Ij. Two years after 
U)i4 U^^ J^nj^cial do^artm&D^t fell into the hands of CalomiC| 'who rmlTpd 
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to Tcly upon tLc party of the courtiera, and to conftolidate public credit 
hy prudi^Mlity. He acquired the oonfidenee of the capitalM by puae- 
tuality in payment, and secured numerous loans duxtng the pesos ( 

credit was at length exhausted^ he was compelled to avow an enormoos 
deficiency, and laid the blame on Necker ; the latter repUed Tigoroiuly 
to this imputation, and was exiled by the ininibter. Calonne at len^ 
summoned an assembly of the notables (1787), and did not shrink from 
avowing that u\ ilnee years of peace he had harrowed upwards of eight 
hundred miiiioiis of francs more than Necker had done in five years of 
war. lie declared that the suppression of abuses was the only means of 
preserving order, and demanded a i^ubveniicn (etrilo/ taie, which would 
subject all landed property, not excepting that of the clergy, tu direct 
Uucai^n. At tlie same time he was uaable to conceal the hct thsfc tin 
annual deficit exceeded one hundred and twenty-five miUions of finaiKi. 
The notables who belonged to the privileged classes, showed little dispo- 
sition to accede to the reforms* The public showed the same apathy, 
because it did not deem them sufRciently sweeping. Oa^onne resigned 
ofiice and quitted the kingdom. The difficult task was v.vxi corifided to 
Brienne, archbishop of Sens. The new minister propuuuded his theory 
of gradual loans, which provoked the last political resistance of the 
parliament; after this he projiosed the enormous loan of four hundred 
and twenty millions of francs ; the notabks refused their consent, and 
rafened the matter to tho wisdom of the king. Brienne then pres«Eitsd 
Ids edicts to the parliament, which declined to register them : but measures 
were taken to win their consent^ and might have been successful, when 
the king (Nov. 1787) held a royal sitting, and in a bed of justiee 
enforced the registration by the royal prerogative. The duke of Orleans 
rose, and with hesitation remonstrated, requiring that the registration 
should bear upon the face of it that it took place hy the express command 
of the king ; and svhen Louis XVI. had left the hall, the parliament 
passed a resolution that it took no part in the illegal registration of the 
edict of loans. This resolution by royal order was struek out from the 
records, the duke of Orleans banished from Paris to bis estates, and a 
struggle began between the regal authority and the parliament. The 
government proposed to supersede the parliament in its functions by the 
establiBhment of a courpltmhre^ or body of peers, magistrates, andnotablcs» 
to constitute a hi;fli court of appeal. This measure was vigorously 
denied and resistcu all over the kinj^dom, and at last a promise of the 
convocatii n of the states-general was obtained, and formation of the 
new court deferred. L^ienno was removed from office by court intluence, 
and Necker recfil led (1788). The dismissal of Brienne was a popular 
act, but the king, by loadmg him with hunours, lost all the benefit of 
the approbation of the nation, which saw no longer the dismissal, but 
the favour still enjoyed by the odious minister. Necker, on this his 
second tenure of office, proved himself as incapable a statesman as he 
was undoubtedly able in finance. The edict for the assembly of the 
states- general appeared amid a general fermentation in the public mind, 
but it left two important questions undcfided: fir^t, whether the nohlcste^ 
clergy, and Hen hat should meet in one chamber, or be separated into 
two ; and fcocondly, whether the tiers ^lat should return as many 
deputies as cither of the two other bodies^ or enjoy a double re^oficnta* 
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tion. The double represcntatiun was conceded by a flupplemeat&rf ediot^ 
but the lemaming question was not noticed. 

ThiM It wtt hSam XYL bimMlf wlio was preeipittting Fianoe towwdg 
mtwiillnn inTalnnfirilyj doubtlesa, but hj the umple force of dnnim* 
ttenoetf* Imped that the national representation would impose upon 
itself some great sacrifioesy but he did not foresee the reaction against 
^e privileged aristocracy, or the arousing of the people at the powerful 
Toice of Mirabeau. The court seemed to make light of the danger whilst 
the tempest was roaring in the fdubourgd of Paris and in the remainder 
of France. The faubourg St. Antoine, in one of its days of riot, had 

?illaged several manufactories — a prelude to the revolutionary dramas, 
he old monarchy was cnunUiaffawmT undar the Tigttoiii hm g of the 
people, who mn about to mob inUioiit pity; Ximiit ZVI« bimaelf 
Mag dortiiMd to be CM of Ifti aailisft Tiot^^ 
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VI. CONSTITUTIONAL MONAllCHY. 



I. CONSTITURNT A8SSMBLY. 
(PAOII 5th MjLT, 1769, VO Ut OOEOBBBy 1791.) 

Formation of the Kation':! A^semhhj. — The states- general assembled 
at Versailles, 5Lh May, 1789, ataidst the enthusiastic acclamations of && 
immense multitude. Kothing had been omitted of the etiquette of 1614 
to humble the deputies of the commons, hut the time had gone by when 
they had to speak kneeHng ; when the king covered himself, thev tdso 
oomed ihemselTM, like the other two orders, contrary to the eetaukbei 
usage. The king's speech was listened to with the deepest atteiitioa» 
It was characteristio at once -of the henignity and irresolution of his 
nature. Baiienti% the chancellor, followed with a kind of political homily 
and Necker continued by unfolding his budget of finance, at a moment 
when tho great question which preoccupied all minds, and shut out 
every other consideration, was, how the orders were to Yote, — whether 
united, each member with a voice, or separate, each body wilh a veto, 
Eoth Necker and the king left this question undecided. The commons, 
supported by tho popular sentiment, came prepared to insist on the union of 
the three oraers, and for very natmnl reasons* Both noUease and ehurdi 
had resisted in their seyeraL assemblies the* amelioratioDs proposed try 
Colonne and Brienne. Tlie states were called to effect these; and 
apparently this could not be done if each order remained apart, entrenched 
behind its veto. The monarch saw and aclcnowledgcd the force of these 
argiiment*^. The previous inveterar-v of the ncblf cse prevented him from 
franidy embracmg their cause, and establishing their independence, ^le 
states were, therefore, left to decide the point betwixt them. 

The architectural distiibution of the edifice was not without iufhiL iu < . 
The large hall of assembly was allotted to the tiers etat \ two smaiicf 
ones had heen prepared &r the noblesse and dergy. Th» nniiiinisM 
affected to expect that the two orders would join them, ia order to ymaff 
their powers in common; 1 ul tliese, in their respective chainbsi^ 
decided against the coalition* Still there was but a majority of seventy 
eyen among tho nobles for remaining separated, and but a majority of 
twenty amongst the clergy. In the latter body, the number of curates, 
elected by the low church, was great. The ministr}^ in the elections, had 
favoured the popular, Tnuoh more than the aristocratic or high-chtirch 
candidate. Learnuig laiti diolnbution of parties, the ticn itat necessarily 
persisted. They were certain of succeeding in their aim. Meautime 
all business was deteed* The jvublie exiiectstion, wound up, and dailr 
disappointedttucnad to anger a^onst the aristocrats. Imtationinoraaae^ 
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tad with it inmased the influence of the tiers. The minuiter at length 
pfopoeed a plan of accommodation as to the veriflcation of powers, which 

favoured the pretensions of*the noblesse much more than those of the tiers^ 
Nowcrtheless. the deputies of the latter had the art and address to show 
no decided objection, and by this means threw on their opponents tho 
odium of offering aU conciliation. The noblesse, indeed, at first accepted, 
but then demurred a^ainstj the title of coimmns^ assumed by the tiers* 
This being inserted in 'die ^onfeire^ees, tho peetf velkued to sign them, 
aakiQg an open quanret for the aake of an emp ly word. Their democratic 
opponentB made deoiiive ute of thia pretext. In the body of the Htrg 
0ai veretwoparties;— one^headedbyMounierand Malouct, wasconstitu- 
tkmal and modetato; imnous to aeonxe paUio libeity^ but to check 
revolution ; and desirous of formin^^ a system of government analogous 
to that of JSngland. An adverse parly was led by Mir^ibeau and Sieyes, 
with principles and aim yet unfixed, but bent on the establishment of 
one assembly, in which all rank and distinction merged. Miiabeau, 
amarting from a long imprisonment, was eager to reta-liate on the higher 
dassesi and on the throne itself. Ardent, cooBoioiis of the long pent-up 
lfe#«f ijenios, to rnla by elomiemie and wield the aoeptio of popularity 
^iw lia ob|ect Sieyes, equally amhttiotia) ^reseoted a contrast with h» 
flery oolMgne ; he was cold and systematio. Sieyea spoke little^ hia 
idsBB were mathematically put together. 

The parties and their chiefs now for the first time came into collision. 
The nltra-librrals declared that the noblesse merely manoeuvred, and 
raised futile objections in order to embarrass the march of the states- 
general, and retain them in eomplctr inaction. Sicyes, therefore, advised 
that, preparatory to their constituting themselves into a natiooal assembly, 
a final sxunmons should bo made to the recusant ardm to join the 
aetmoM^ This took plaee on the ItHh of June. Ita oonaeqiunoa wm 
the dafotftfion of three ouraies fit>m the olergy to join the ^tm | in tm 
liyssfler, ntore of thdbr brethren followed; amongst othenit tiiefamotm 
Gregdr^ ; aoid at leagtii, on the 17th, took plaee the famous debate on 
the title, meaning the powers which they should assume. The preamble 
nf Sieycfl stated that they were ninety-six hunrlredths of the pstion, and 
that fcuch a majority could no longer postpone tlie commencement of 
business, because the four-hundred ths which remained, meaning the 
noblea&e and the clergy, refused to join thom. This fractional logic, 
whioh at once swept away all rights of property or biilh, was adopted 
MiwI disaent ind in truth the dootrlne, wli2«h it diaaoTend to ha 
tlM of 1^ omwhelubg majority, might veil daum the aourt 
MoitiMV topaJIilfte suoh a declaratioa, propoeed that they ^anddaaanaad 
ttOt^Ele of tepreaentatlves of the commons, or of the major part of the 
batxon. But brerity in a title being justly considered dignity, he 6raBd*Ji 
lR>posalof adopting that of" national assembly*' was preferred. IS^ever- 



fefiefi?. the body now self-constituted is known in French history as the 
Ammbiee ConsiUmn, An act of foresight followed this act of 
lovereignty. The assembly voted that the imposts now levied had 
hitherto been illegal, Wanting the sanction of tho ropregentatives oi the 



Mople ; heneeS^i h^mwr^-HMtU^ff waa Baaottoned taponutilyv 
uidacity ; the royal hrothera were admitted to the council; they with* 
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drew the king from the influence of Necker, and decided lum to go to fhi^ 
iflnnrnlrlx to amral itspreyioiui votes aiidacts»«ad to eommaxid the orders to 
nuke in the same chamber to decide on pecuniary questbns, to remain 
separate on others, and to announce the concessions to be panted by hiou 
tnie hall was closed ioi preparations for the royal sitting. Baillyi 
the president of the assembly, jrjtestcd, and the assemhiy drrided 
not to interrupt its sittings. There was a tennis-court at hand ; 
it was suggested to adjourn thither, and the idea was welcomed with 
acclamation. Even the most moderate deputies joined in the gcnersl 
OQthusiasm i aiid il was i^lounicr who first moved that the a^iaeaibly 
should bind it&elf not to separate till they had prepared and voted a eon* 
aiitntion* An oath I an oath I let na swear it T waa the univeraai cryw 
Bailly, standing on a benbh* now held up hia hand towards the heayena 
that canopied the delapidated place of meeting, and repeated the oaCh, 
whilst all the other memheis, one alone excepted, extended their anm 
and joined in the Bolemn adjuration. The deputies were joined by the 
greater part of tho deputies of the clergy, and by such of the noblesse aa 
had become familiar with democratic doctrines by serving in America. 
The king, at the promised sitting, was received with mournful silence. 
He pioiioimced the stem words which had been dictated to him, and 
commanded the deputies immediately to separate for that day ; he him- 
adC retired) .accompanied by the noUesse. The commona remained 
immoyable. Be Brez^, the maater of the ceremonies, summoned them 
to depart ; the president said that he should obey tho orders of the 
assembly alone.'' Hirabeau started up and apostrophized De Bres4- 
**Tell your master wc are here by the will of the people, and nothing 
less than the force of bayonets shall expel us." Workmen began now 
to remove the decorations of the hall ; Bailly ordered them to cea?e. 
After much agitation, Mirabeau proposed a vote, that the persons of the 
niciubers were inviolable. With this concluded the sitting. From that 
moment royalty was vanquished. Those who, by their counsels, had 
ptOT(Aj6d resistance, dared not punish it. The court entreated Keeker not 
to withdraw firom it the support of his populaxity. The clergy, and 
fifty-seven of the noblesse^ with the dnke ox Orleans at their head, seeing 
the attitude assumed by the commona, soon afterwards joined them. 
Tbe Ifin^, whose authority was thus set at naught, gave way ; he 
annulled the acts of his own royal Bitting, and the three orders for the 
future met without distinction together. Thus the effectual preponder- 
ance of the tirrs etai was secured, and the royal prerogative defeated and 
overriiltd. AJdixiies reached the assembly from ali j^aiU, to testify to 
the joy and hopes of all France. 

C9piuT% ^ Ms .B^ti(S«— Meanwhile the court, baffiedf had reaolved 
to employ violence instead of intrigue. YersaiUes was crowded ir^ 
troops, and large bodies of the army were approaching Paris. Twice tbe 
assembly finitiiessly entreated the idng to countermand the troops which 
thronged around the capital, recommending the formation of the citizena 
of Paris into a civic guard. Paris was in a Etatc of the greatest agitation ; 
the questions which the ai-scmbly was debating upon, were being 
tumultuously diecuBScd in the public streets; the dangers of the c<^untrv 
were talked about, and the people were incited to resistance. All uf a 
midden, the tidings of Keeker's dismissal reached the crowd. Uiotooi 
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mobs coHected togetTier ; ten thousand persons invaded the palais royal. 
A young man, one of the habitual harangpaers of the crowd, (Jamille 
Desmoulios, mounted a table with a pistol in his hand : " Citizens," ho 
exclaimed, "there is not a moment to be lost; the dismissal of Necker is 
the tocaiu of a St. Bartholomew's eve of all the patriots! This very 
evening the Swiss and German battalions will leave the Champ-d€'Mar» 
to nmsMore US : nothing remama tout bat to nm to arnur!*' HeplQolw& 
ft branch from a tree, and put a leaf in his hat by way of oooksde. Hit 
example vas applauded and imitated. ^Vazcn busts of Neoker and 
Ockaas were thin seized in a neighbouring shop, crowned with lanr^, 
and carried in procession through the streets. Near the Place Vendume 
the procession came in contact with a German regiment. Blows and 
shots were cxLhaiiged. A soldier of the royal guards was said to have 
been killed in the ranks of the people. For this cause, and from 
previous jealousy, some hiindreds of the guards issued from the barracks 
near the spot, drew up, and tired upon the Germans. The prince de 
l4UDbesehy eonunanding them, ordered a retreat, to avdid bloodshed; 
whilst eflecting this through the gate of the garden of the Tnilerle8« an 
aged person was slain. Cries of M^ngeance followed. The populaea 
hastened in search of arms. The Hotel de Yille, where the eleoton, 
self-constituted as a municipality, were in the habit of daily assembling, 
delivered np all preserved in that establishment. They ordered tho 
estal lislirncut of a civic guard ; a vaiu and late attempt to separate the 
armed citizen from the armed ruffian. 

Thus passed the 12th of July; the 13th saw the fermentation increase, 
though uniaarked by events. On the momin^ of the 1 4 th the luvalides 
was invaded by the mob; its arsenal affi>rded a fresh supply of muskets, 
wuL what was more important, artillery* Thns 'prorrided, tiiey marched 
to the Bastile. Some thirty Swin and eighty umlids garrisoned tlda 
&rtre86. They, as well as the unfortunate goremor, De Launay, were 
assaOed by an enemy so new to the soldiers, — the clamours of a ferocious 
multitude. The Tnomin^ was spent in parleys and menaces. The 
municipality in vain endeavoured to quiet the people, and put the fortress 
in the possession of their new militia. The populace was too numerous 
and too agitated to hearken to aught but their own passion and impa- 
tience. By a sudden assault, they broke the chains of the drawbridge, 
and passed the outer fosse. The garrison defended the inner fortification, 
and the combat commenced* The French guards now took the lead; 
when the garnson, alarmed, compelled the governor to hoist the white 
^g in token of surrender. The victors rushed in, and filled the inferior 
of this once formidable prison. The rabble attempted to massacre the 
invalids ; the French guards defended them. A young woman was seen 
thrown amidst some burning mattresses, but was rescued from the flames. 
De Lnunay, wa-s not so fortunate. Several of his officers werr slain. 
Two French guards vainly undertook to conduct him safe through the 
crowd ; but blows feU upon him from every side, and soon immolated the 
Tictim. 

The Bas^e conquered, the populace marched in triumph to the Hotel de 
Tnie. The assembled chiefs of the cittsens were now to learn that it was 
not royalty alone, its officers, and its noblesy that were threatened by 
xiSTolation. The municipality had chosen Hesselles, proToet ef m 
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inerdianUy to prtaidaj He weakly undertook to ftniisc llic peopl|| 

promifling them anns, and indicating where they were to be founa; 
Exasperated at finding thia information false, the provost of the mer- 
chants waa massacred by the same hands aa the governor of the Bastil3. 
Thus the middle as well as the ii,^per ranks furnished th^ ^rst tlciima 
insurrection. 

This outbreak produced fresh submissions from the king; hli bolder 
Resolutions disappeared. He hurried to the national assembly, wliet^lfe 
WAS TQceiTed in moumM sUenee. Tlutt aHeiie^ of tlie people," sail 
Hiiftbeau, which is the lesson of kings ;** he had scanjely pn>mis^ the 
temoval pf the troops from, the capitsL when his voice was drowned bjr 
IKpplanse. Keckor was recalled, ana returned in triumph, to vanish a 
few months after, powerless and unnoticed. The king, preceded by a 
numerous deputation from the assembly, wont to Paris to reassure the 
people. Two members of the deputation, Bailly and Lafayette, who had 
just been elected, the one mayor of Pari^, the other commander of the 
national guard, went to meet the king at tlio head of the municipality 
and the Parisian guard. The procession, like funereal ones, had thi^ 
Appearsnce of a ilte. The new militia was lUMler arms. The tricololif 
cockade yasin every hat. Chreen hadheen disosvded, as beings the colour 
of the pnqces. Blue and red were of old the colours of the city of l^ari^ 
"White was now added out of afTection to the Boiurbon king. The COCjt* 
ade being presented to him by Bailly^ at the Hotel de Yille, he assumed 
it cheerfully, and bade the mayor to state from him to the municipality, 
that ne approved of their acts. This royal adhesion to the revolution 
being given, Louis returned to Versailles, rejoiced in heart that he had 
again escaoed fiom his capital. The queen flung heraeU into his arms Q^l 
beholding him ; she had been prepared for worse. 

AboiUion of Privileges, — A general enthusiasm followed the capture of 
ike Bastile. The norement of Paris .coauoaimicated itself to Qie pmr 
Tinoee. All France became oi^snised into muDioipalities to gomn itseli^ 
and in national guards to defend itsoUl It felt tihe approach of fresh 
perils. The emigration had commenced. The count of Artois and the 
prince of Conde', with a numerous suite, had left the kingdom, to stir up 
against the nation the powers of Europe. The provinces were profoundly 
disturbed ; the inhabitants of the rural districts pillaged and burned the 
fhateaux of their former masters. It was one of those tumultuous and 
sanguinary moments, when governments reap the fruits of their own 
miqiiities* In the capital^ Fotdon, superintendent of the revenue, a peculi- 
My detested member of a detested profession, had been seised as one of 
^e arihtoci atic conepirators. He was brought, on ti^e 27th July to the 
iiotel de ville, then the centre of justice as of force* He was reported 
to have derided the sufferings of the people in famine and to have bidden 
thorn '' eat hay " He was now brought with ignominy to the Hotel da 
vale, the populace clamouring for his instant condemnation. ' In vain 
the municipality urged that they did not form a court of justice ; equally 
» vam did they affect to go through the forms of an interrogatory, to gain 
tune, liSfayetto tried his eloquence and popularity. The rabble, 
iniwtiei^ rushed onPoulon, tore him forth, and hung him to a lamp- 
IgFv after brought in on the same 

^Oiiges. ;t:hemobiieidup to. him the atreaming h^of Foidim and 
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knifed with dfliiffht ftt his i«coU of hitmm* BertUcfr aliared a mnilar 
ftto. Lalkyette threir down his oommand in disguat, but WM preyailed 
on to renime it. 

The deputies oi the priyiloged classes now resolved to resign those righti 
which rendered them odious. On the 4th August, all privileges, titles, 
seignorial jurisdictions, annates to the pope, plurality of benefices, forest 
lawd, sale^i of offices in the inagistracy and chartered companiua, were 
abolished and suppressed, while equality of political rights was ratified 
tUrougiioiit the kingdom. The national assembly, or stated-general, next 
drew up a constitution for France j after debates for and against a senate, 
it WAS dflcided that thm ihoiild be but one chamber, and the menaoiiie 
demoiiBtratioiis of the populace turned the Bcale against a negative, and 
allowed the samoign only a auspenaivo veto upon the laws that should 
pass the legislature. 

The People at Versailles. — The court had not yet resigned itself to 
events. It endpavonrpd to represent the king, even to himself, as 
oppressed by the assembly, and led him gradually to see no refuge save 
in the raiddt of an army of fureisjn soldiers commanded by nobles. Its 
hope was in civil war. The people once more devined the pr* ji'cts of the 
enemies of the revolution. New regimentt* liad arrived at \ ciijailieb. 
Beoehrad with disquietude by the inhabitants, a magnificent banquet waa 

STen to them in the palace theatre, by the body guards. Wine cinni- 
ted ; enlliufliasm was ezeited. The soldiers of the regiment were 
admitted into the building ; cups being handed to them, they drank to the 
health of the queen and of the lung. With drawn swords the banqueters 
pledged them. The queen, hearing of the f^te, presented herself with 
the dauphin. A fresh effusion of loyalty ensued. Swords again flashed, 
wiih vows to support the royal cause, whilst the ancient cockade was 
distributed, and the tricolour trampled under foot. This was on the 1st 
October. This scene of provocation Nvaa renewed two day 8 afterwards. 
The exasperation was at its utmost in Paris. The people wanted breads 
and ther found themaeltea under the tdow of couuter*reToiatlQ&ary 
plots. The insurreetion broke out on the 6th October. 

On the \vTj same day, in the assembly, the popular party first showed 
liaelf ftilly. Petipn, Bobespiem, Oregoire, started up with oenunclationi^ 
giving vent to the extreme of revolutionary language. Already they began 
to accuse and threaten Mirabeau, the representative of the bourgeoisie. The 
only hr»pc for the monarch at this time, wa<? to hive rallied to the latter 
party ] and his adhesion would have completed its separation from the 
ultra-revolutionists, who, at this time, were hut in the feohleness of birth. 
It was this day, however, that the monarch w as advised to set himself 
at Tiriaiice with the yote of the aaeembly, and to disapproye of their 
eonstifvtioii. 

In Paris, a r rowd of women was adroitly employed to besiege the 

faard and the Hotel de Ville. They could only be diverted from settu^ 
re to the edifice, by an invitation to proceed to Versailles. The tocsin^ 

in the mean time, was snunrlcd. The rabble, nrmerl rrith pikes, 
forks, and sticks, crowded to the square, and soon marched off to Versailles, 
to a^ik bread of the assembly. Lafayette soon after arrived at the Hotel 
de Ville. The assembled companies of the nutiona! gunrda awaited him, 
Though bearing this title, these troops were not citizens, but mere met* 
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cenaiy troops. They, too, demanded to marcii upon Versaillee. Lafayette 
in vain dbsuaded them he was constrained to lead them. All Pam ' 
followed in their wake. 

The horde of women end imlile leeohed Temflks in iSba eAemte) 
they penetrated into the assembly; dmen&g breads end fleyingHMt the 
eristoorate and the archbiehop of Paris had bribed the ttfUm not le griiA 
com. Mounienras despatched to the palace; the women accompmiedhiia^ 
thither, but the crowd were stopped at the iron railing in front of the obft- 
teau ; twelve were, however, admitted, to lay their complaints before the; 
king. At his aspect, and that of ihe queen, their fury was dumb; they' 
returned to their comrades, satisfied and charmed with their benign 
reception ; these, amazed and angered at such a change) threatened to 
hang their unfortunate envoys. 

* In the eonne of the night, some of tiie nob foimd an entrance inte liie 
palace ; they eiunmoned their companions, and engaged Hie loyal giMid 
wi^in the apartments ; the queen was scarcely saved from the fury of 
these ruffianSy but Lafayette, at the risk of his life, droYC the rabble out 
of the palace, and placed the royal family, for the time, in safety. The 
crowd demanded that the king should come to Paris ; and, amidst a pro- 
cession of market-women, at a loot pace, with human heads borne aloft 
on pikes before the carriage, the iHahappy Louis and Antoinette were 
conducted to the capital (6th October, 1789), and placed more immedi- 
ately under the eyes of the revolutionists. Such waa Ihe progM 
of anarohy since the meeting of the etates^genend on the lH of 
Majr. 

The assembly^ which had followed the king to Parisy pvrsued its legis- 
lative labours. Anew administrative and judicial organisation . eflkced 
the last vestiges of the old re'gime. The division of the soil of Franee 
into eighty-three departments, was substituted for the ancient provincial 
circonscriptions. Each department was divided into districts, and each 
district into municipalities. The administration of justice was placed on 
an entirely new basis, and the municipal functions confided to electoral 
bodies ; tnus a thousand obstacles to internal prosperity were swept away 
at once. Ererythin^ waa lubmitted to the oaraM ^ tteetitmy tiie ftMf 
plea of legialation hemg based on the ■oTereSgnty of the people, ijidher 
step was the oonflecation of the endowmente of the chnrgh. TalleyraQd, 
bishop dTAutun, was the flxBt to propose this sacrifice, intended to relieTS 
the wants of the exchequer ; and the assignatsj issued on the security of 
ecclesiastical estates, now first appeared, and were gradually midtipli^ 
till their value became no more than nominal. Prom that moment 
dates the hatred of the clergy against the revolution. They only required 
a plausible opportunity to break out against it. The assembly did not 
fall to afford it to them, by occupying itself with their interior organisa- 
ikau The dvH eonatitation of the clergy tended to reconstitute tbe 
church upon its old haaia, and ^d not interfere with mattera of Mdk 
It placed nunlaters of religion on the same footing as otiier state faab^ 
tionaries. It established the siege of a bishopriw in each depazdiieDti 
left to the people the election of the bishops and coratea, suppressed 
monastic vows, allowed to all the members of the clergy a salary proper^ 
tionate to their functions, and imposed upon them, as on all the 
magistrateSf the oath of fidelity to the national oouatitutioiu At tbe 
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Bima^t idhmk tfm dwm pot toiha Tolt, tb* UdMpi quittad tiba 
ImSL TiMj ftnented diitorbanoM ia the prorinoes, impdM e t er yw h em 
the operations of the aumicipalities, and tkmied all comciepces t» 

destroy the work of the revolution. The pope refused his adhesion to the 
civil coostitution, as established by an incompetent power. There were 
two clergies in France, the one constitutional, the other refractory. The 
priests who had refused the oaths, filled the pulpitd with anathemas 
against the sworn priests. A furious struggle commenced in various 
parts of the kingdom. It was destined to be the more redoubtable, since 
thm wec0 there sot oidymterate biit ameefeoometioiiB at ante. 

Fke ^ ike FeierMiim^Th^ aimivenary of the ttking of the BastOe 
was appmaflhfny; it wia from that memorable day that ttie nation dated 
ita deliverance. It was resolved to celebrate it with extraordinary pomp^ 
Aa a prelude to this patriotic fdte, the popular members of the noblesse 
proposed the abolition of titles ; liveries, armorial bearings, orders, all the 
privileges of vanity melted away, as those of power had done. This 
seemed to the noblesse even a more terrible blow than the former. The 
emigration redoubled. Meanwhile the entire of the population of Paris, 
handling the pickaxe and wheeling the barrow, had completed the 
preparatkma td the Itte ia the vaat apaoeof the Ghimip da Man. It waa 
thaie that the oitisena firoaa all parte ^Fiaaee wm to aaite in aae oath, 
to be sworn to the constitution on the altar of the ooontiy. The 14th of 
July arrived at laat ; four hundred thousand spectators occupied the stepe 
of turf which surrounded the Champ dc Mars. The federates of the 
eighty-three departments were ranged in order beneath their banners ; 
the deputies of the army and the national guards were in their ranks and 
under their colours. The bishop of Autun, Talleyrand, ascended the 
altar in pontifical costume. He was surrounded by four hundred priests 
arrayed in white surplices and decked out with tricolours. He celebrated 
maaa aaudat the aomia of the military iostmmenta, and hl aaa e d the mSiuah 
and tha ei^ity-three banaera. A deep silence followed. Lafkyelte, wha 
had been appointed commander-in-chief of all the t>^*S<ynft^ guards ia 
France^ adTanoed to take the ei^ic oath. It waa repeated by aU tha 
deputies, amidst the noise of salvos of artillery, of music, and the acda* 
mations of the people. Louis XVI., in his turn, also swore to maintaii^ 
the national constitution, decreed by the assembly, and accepted by him- 
self. The queen took the dauphin in her arms, and showiug him to th#* 
crowd said, liehold my son, he unites with me in the same sentin^nts.^* 
The aodamations of the people redoubled, they believed in the aiiioerity 
of thair monarch, as he believed in the attaehment of hia aubjaetaw Am 
thia magnideent day termhiated by a hymn of thankagiving. 

JPiight and Arrest of the King.— PeiUUmqf the Champ dedft^^Vf^Jiti 
the people forgot for a while ite distrust, counter-revolutioQary {dota were 
rife in all directions. The enemies of the revolution were paving the way 
at once for civil and foreign war. The greater part of the officers of the 
army were attached to the old regime. Those who did not join the ranlyi 
to join the emigrants, endeavoured to win over the soldiers to their cause^ 
The aristocratic spirit on one side and the spirit of insubordination on the 
other, led to disoraers in many corps. Three regiinenta at Nancy had 
Barcltad a^ainat their <diieib : general BonQltf mardied am 
head of the garrison and the national gnard at Meta, The regjuniat of 
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CBiiteaiivietts w$ Qhacfidt defofttadf Md Uio zingleadan mgA eaptim tp 
]Pani (AuguBt, 1790), 
The MiMnMy, wliiiili MW notlung but anarcbyi Iisd been remofMlaia. 

XIm people taw the counter-revolution, and became alarmed at ao borab 

a mode of repression. It was known tiat BouilJ^ had only cofl«ented to 
take the civic oath in order to favour tho projects of the court. He was 
at the bead of a formidable army, and held all the fortressts of the north 
open to the enterpriiies of*tbo miigranta. The projects of the emigration 
wei'e beginning to be openly avowed; the attitude of the cabinets of 
Europe was threatouing. All at once the £igbt of the king became 
Jmown. The people alone had foieaeea it| and had lereral times cudea- 
TQwed to proveiA it ; all Paris was in a state of stapor. The plan of 
flight Ikad been oonoerted for some time with general BouiU^, who had 
formed a camp of some faithful regiments on the frontier^ near Montmedj. 
The king hoped, by rear hing it in safety, to avoid the reproach, at leas^ 
of emigration; aiid with >ui foreign aid^ as he afterwards asserted^ to iiiae 
up liberty upon a livmci 1) lais. 

The time of flight was lixed for the night of the 19th June (1791), 
Bo mile gave orders, in contieqaence, fur troops and detachnieiits to meet 
the kiiig kkl iliti bridge uf Sumiuevelle and at St. Menehouid, to escort and 
protect bis progress, should he sueceed in reaching these towns. Unfur> 
tonately, owing to some diffioulty exoitsd by the zemaleattendimta oa^ 
loyaifuaily, the departure was put off to the following nigjbt, by whiek 
neansi although word was sent to Bouill^ the detachments were no 
longer in waiting for the king when he arrived. A private door in her 
apartment had been prepared by the qucfn ; i?^3uing by this in three 
parties, the royal family gained the courts and crossed them, the king, 
with his childr(?n, reaching the rue de I'Echelle without impediment. 
H'jre a coach awuited them ; but the qiieen had, in the meantime, lost her 
way, the garde du carps who cunduded her beuig ignurant of Paris. 
Bbe chanced to meet Lafayette, but passed unrecognised by him, and 
joined the rsat at l^gtb, alier much wandering and trouble* The hackney 
eoaehf diiren by M. de Feraen, in disguise, then bore them to a distant 
wuici^ eity* At the gate 6t. Martin they quitted it, for a bedin 
drawn by post norses, and were soon on the road to Chalons. The king's 
brother, afterwords Louis XYIIL, took, on the same nighty the load to 
Flander?!, fjTid sncceeded in reaching the frontier. 

The carriage bearing the royal family reached Chalons in safety, and, 
subsequently, St. Menehouid. The detachment of Bouille', weary of 
waiting, had already taken thtir departure. At bt. ^Menehouid I^ouis v li 
ruoognised by Brouet, son of the post-master ; but the carriage was then ^et- 
Ingoft Brouet set offalso by a cross road, andreachedYarennes, the neid 
plaee of halt, and within but two stages of Bouill^s camp, before the Ihgl* 
ttves. There wsre no poet horses in Tart nnes, be t an offioer of Bouille waa 
appointed to have a relay in waiting. There were no symptoms of horses or 
giuuds about the hour or eleven at nigbt, when the royal family entered the 
town. They were obliged to alight, to question, to parley with the postilions: 
whilst Drouet bad aroused the municipal ofhcers, and called together tb.e 
national g-uards of the canton. Whilst the carnage was slowly i^ruceed- 
ing under an arch that crosscd the road, Drouet and one or two otbeis 
atopped il, demanding iheii pa^Bports. The oordta du corj^s on the box 
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wished to resist. iTlie king forbade tbem. Here the presence ef a mail 
of resolution was wanted. BoulUe' had design od the marquis d'Agoult to 
accompany the monarch, but his plaoe had been usurped by an ol stinate 
old "Woman, goTemess of the prince and princess. Thejr wtm now 
eonducted belore the procureur of the town ; and the national guards 
(rowding in, Louia was arrested. The troops of BouiUd's army arrived 
•bOy bot xwaiod to reioae him. An aid«de»otmp «f general Lafajette 
MO' after made his appeannce^ bearing a deeree ol the natienal aiaeiiibly 
^r tbe ve-conycyance of the fogitiYea to Paris. 

Thus, witiun an hour, a leagooi of aaietyi the unfortunate Lonla and 
his family found themselves captiye, and on their return to a capital 
which, if it had before Inndcd them with contTimely, would now, most 
likely, ol)serve no moderation in cruelty. Tho assembly already showed 
tbat its opinions had taken a deeper die of republicanism since the flight. 
Petion, a rude and rigid democrat, with Barnave, the rival of i\Iii a]ieau, 
were the commisaaries who re-conducted the king. Seated in the ruy al 
earria^, fiamavei with the aensibilitv eTer attendant upon talei^ti 
Mtlna sympathy awakened for the anneringa of the Mien family. 

Boring tiie ei^t daya of their pamfiil journey, he continuaUy conyersad 
irkh the mcmarch, and felt eacSi moment deeper reapeot for a cimracter 
to amiable and so juat. Petion, on the contrary, a man with few idea% 
held rigid in those which ho possessed, and piqued by being obliged to 
play an inferior part, merely murmured that he cared for nought save a 
republic. Previous to tho return of the king to Paris, it was placarded 
that whoever insulted him ^ould be beaten; whoever applauded him 
should be hanged. 

The club of the cordeliers prepared the draft of an address to the 
national aiaemblTy m which their situation waa snmmed np in the first 
phiaae. Behold naftee/' itsaidi <^ and without along; it remainstobe 
aeen whether it would be advantaceous to appoint another.'' Before the 
event of the 20th June, the assembly had declared that the flight of the 
king from the kingdom would involve his deposition. The ease had not 
hcen realised to the letter, the kin2- having been arrested within the 
kingdom. Bamave, in concert with the prinripal members of the moderate 
tection of the assembly, defended, against Ilubespierre, the principle of the 
king's inviolability, and obtained from the assembly a decree absolving the 
king. Bouill^ and his accomplices alone remained to be hronght to trie}, 
and Lonia XVI. leanmed hiafimotlnnsi of whidihohad been proyiaionally 
ansMided (15th July, l79l). 

' cnzaged' At their want of predominance in the assembly, the Jaeobsnfl 
endeavoured to agitate the people, and caused a petition to be prepaied 

for dethroning Louis. The people would no longer have a fugitive king, 
and who was forced to reign. The 17th July, they went in crowds to 
ttgn the petition, on "the altar of the country,*' in the Champ de Mars, 
In a few hours it was covered with upwards of six thousand signatures. 
Immediately the red flag was displayed, as a token that nianial law waa 
in force. Lafayette and Bailly marched at the head of ten tiiouaand 
nsitional goanla to the aeeno ca tnmolt. Beoeived with impcecatioii% 
'diey dispmed the mnlthnde beneafii a serious and well-dSxected charga, 
Tbe Champ de Mars was cleared, and there remained nothing bnthei^ 
qf dead hodiei» the anmbar of which haa not been aaoeirt!ain«d> 



d by Google 
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Tfigaff/ o/Ptlnifr. — Thi« bloo'5y execution exasperated the people witli* 
out consolidating royalty. The emigrants meanwhile were arming. They 
formed two bodies, one organised under Conde at Worms ; the otherundc^ 
C le count d* Artoia, at CoblentE. Thu latter had already signed with the | 
rmperor Leopold the secret declaration of Mantua, which promised to ' 
Lrmii XVI* the aid of a ootlitioa Ia which Aiu^na, Getmaaji Switser- ' 
land, and the kuiga of Sardinia, Spain, and Froasia, irere to enter (lOth 
May, 1791)« Soon after this appealed the celebrated declaration of 
Pilnitz, in which the emperor of Germany and the king of Prussia stated 
their intention of combining their forces, to cnal/lc the king of France to 
establish, in perfect liberty, a monarchical government, equally in coti- 
forniity with the rights of sovereigns as with the happiness uf the French 
I>euple. The popular exasperation grew still higher on the reading of this 
threatening protestation ; but tho assembly, without concerning itself 
&t the republican disposition of the men of the clubs, and other agitators, 
haatened to complete and give the last touches to the conatitvtUm vbidi 
was accepted by the king. After this, on the motion of Lafityette^ it 
Toted a general amnesty for all acts relating to the leTOlution ; findly, 
on the Both September, 1791, the president Thouret, announced that the 
session w^^ eloaed, and that the nnflif?ion of the constituent asi^embly had 
been fulfilled; but previously it had been decided, at the instigation of 
Kobespierre, that the present representatives should be excluded from hein^ 
elected mcmhers of the nQxt assembly ; and this strange act of self-denial 
waa a grave error, fur they alone could love and defend the constitution, 

who had giyen birth to it amidat the itorma of the last two yeara. 
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Vn. LEGISLATIVE ASSE3aBLY. 

(From 1st October, 1791, xo 20x11 iSbi xbmbbr, 1792.) 

State qf Parties. — The now assembly opened its sittioga on tiic 1st 
October, 1791 : it declared itsdf the national legislative assembly. The 
opeaiog ceremony was characterbed by a degree of ostentation somewhat 
piitakiDg of the antiqne mleiimitiea ; the twelve meet aged memben 
vent to ^teh. the constitutioxial act, and every one in the room, gtanding, 
and with uncovered head, swore upon it, amidst the applause of toe 
gBlleries, to live free or to die. The new elections had all taken place 
under re volutionaiy auspices; the noblesse, the count, the cleri^y, were no 
longerreprcsented ; the sincere constitutionalists, amongst whom were num- 
bered Dumai?, Vaublanc, Beugnot, &c., had not even in their favotu" tho 
authority of numbers ; they acted in concert out the assembly with the 
dub of tho FeuillanfSt with Lafayette, and with the triumvirate of 
BunaviL Lameth, and Dupert, who aided the kiDg with their conniela. 
On the left eat tiie impassioned oiators of the Gironde, who fonned a 
p^ialanx, and rallied round them the most ardent spirits, snch as 
Vergniaiidy GuadetyGensonnd, Isnard, Brissot, Gondotcet»andPeti0n; and 
further on, on the same piVio, sat the most violent revolutionists, such as 
Merlin, Chabot, and Bazne, who brought to tho tribime the resolutions 
of the club of the Jacobins, of which llobespiurre was the presidin^^ 
genius, and sometimes even thoije of the club of the Cordeliers, even still 
more violent, in liick Danton, i'abre d' Eglantine, and Caouiie i)es- 
auNdtns were the ruling spirits. The situation in which the legislative 
ttaemUy found affairs was difficult and complicated. Abtoad, the 
powmhad suspended their common dissensions, and closely watched 
tlie oourse of events in France ; the declaration of Filnits gave a glimpse 
of more decisive measures; the emigrants, whose number increased 
daily, had seen the gates eagerly open before them on the entire frontiers 
of the Rhine, whilst the petty German princes had accorded to them a 
threatening hospitality on the other bank t)f the river. The prince of 
Conde and the duke of Bouruuu hud protesLed in the face of Europe 
Sgainst the acceptance of tbu constitutiou by Louis XYI. ; regiments of 
fisaUemen were being formed at Goblents and Worms ; threats were sent 
tft these indifferent to quit the country, and the perspectiTe was held out 
tn them of the loss of their titles of nobility on the day of triumph, if 
tlicy (!id not join the {migration. At home, the declamations of the clergy 
against the civil constitution had yielded their fruits ; the eonstltntional 
pn»;fts, surnanied inlmders, were pbc; d on a level "with the people ; the 

tacramcQtd adxninidtercd by them were deemed an odious sacxilego ; a 
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80 mSTOET OF FBANCG. 

iBtxi!ag« llMsod hy them had no validity; the ttuiaimMl <i|^^ 
msidad at their installation were deemed as opcnlr pmty oi apoibcfjl 

bcse fanatical writings had spread alarm amidst the rural populations^ 
and seditions had broken ont in tlie departments of Calvados, la Vendee, 
and of Gevaudan, wliere the formerly privileged classes had, in spite 
of the progress of the former centur}', pn'served all their old feudal 
dominion. The assembly, which was nu\s ays disposed to compromise, 
and which during the Erst days of its meeting had been on iho point of 
depiirmgtiie ki^ of hie titles of **majMty^' and ^'sire^^ reeelved to 
out those nanoeuvres short. On tho motion of one of these most dsring q( 
tiie Girondists, and notwithstanding the resistance of the constitution- 
alists, it decreed, on the 80th Octob^, that ihe eldest brother of the king| 
Louis Stanislaus Xarier, should be summoned to return to France within 
one months failing whieh he would forfeit his ri^^ht to the regency. On 
the 9th of November it declared as suspected of conspiring agaiuat the 
countr>^ the Frenchmen assembled beyond the frontiers, and liable to the 
punishment of death, should they still bo tliud assembled on the Ist of 
Januarv, 1792. On the 29th it ordered all eccleaiastics who had not yet 
taken uie cMc oath to do so forthwith, under penalty of losing tbxai 
pensions or stipends^ and to be suspected of ro^llion, and even to ha 
provisionally temoved from their domiciles, should disturbances aris^ 
from xeligiotts causes, and to be punished with two years' imprisonmenjb 
if they provoked disobedience to the law. The roru^^f itiient assembly had 
recoiled before these rigorous measures ; but th' 1 'gislative assembly did 
not hesitate. Louis XYI. interposed, and whilst sauctioning the first 
decree against his brother, had put his veto upon t})e two others. 
Between the king and the assembly there had oiily been a moment of 
concord and harmony, on the day in whieh he had appeared in the midst 
of the representatives and had said — The enemies of our repose iriH 
only endeavour too much to disunite* ; but let the love of our country 
join us togethe**! and let the public interests render us inseparable/* 
After this his timorous conscience had becnme alarmed at the persecu- 
tions which were being prepared against the refractory clergy, and the 
decree of iho 29th of October profourKlly indisposed him. On the other 
hand the Giron'U.sU, diasatisfied with iaa opposition, laid the Wame on his 
ministers, and accused Belessart of not holding a language sufficiently 
iirm to the foreign cabinets ; Du Portail and Bertrand, with neglecting 
the deifence of the frontiers and the coasts. At the same time tiiey sent 
a message to the king, to request him to demand formal explanations 
fifom the sovereigns of (irnamy who suffered on their territory the' 
armed emigrants* Louis XVi. complied with the desires of the assembly, 
and addressed representations to the German sovereigns, af\er which he 
replafr^d thr- nimi-^er of war, I)u Portiil, by a man liHeH with ambition, 
and who nourished vast hopes. Narbonne had promised himself to servo 
at once the king and the constitution, and to found his reputation on 
their durable uFiderstanding. He believed with it-asun in the imniinence 
of war, and set about seriously to prepare for it One hundred and fifty 
thousand men were vnt Into requisition, and three armies were formed 
under the orders of marshal Bochamboan, Ziafayettei and Luckner*. 
The count dc Provence was deposed fromtheregency because he had suffered 
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of Oondtf were impeached as being guilty of plots and conspiracies against 
i3bm geaenl aafelr of the state. The elector of &^yes piomued to lequiie 

tho aisbanding of the emigrant corps; but the diet of Batisbonne demanded 
the eatablishment in Alsatia of the princes whom the night of the 4ih of 
August had despoiled of their feudal rights ; and Austria, whioh had 
already fifty thousand men in the Netherlands, summoned thirty thousand 
more from Bohemia. The post of Narboime was a perpiexmg one : in the 
midst of these warlike preparations between the distrust of the king and 
Uie cavilling disposition of tho assembly, di\'isioAs broke out in tho 
council, and after some da):s' aggie he was eompclled to retire; but he 
dragged with him in his fall Bertrand de MoUeville and the unfortunate 
Deleeeart^ the foreign ministeri who waa arrested and sent be£m the 
Ugh court of Orleans* 

Girondisi Mtniitry. — ^The Girondists thus succeeded in seising eyer^ 
avenue to power ; they mastered the assembly by their oyerpowerinf 
eloquence ; they h?A the executive power by the entrance into the 
ministry of all their friends, Lacoste, Clavierc, Duranthon, Ser\'au, 
Dumouriez, and Roland ; whilst the election of Petion to the functions of 
mayor of Paris, in the plaec of Bailly, who had retired, procured to them 
the concurrence oi' the muiiicipality of the capital, which ruled all tho 
couununcB of France. The two important men of the new cabinet wero 
Ibe ministers for home and foreign affiiirsi Dumouriez and Boland : 
Donouries, an able intrigueri a Girondist from cakulation, but endowed 
with the most brilliant talents ; Eoland, of narrow and somewhat syste** 
Batio mind, but of upright and austere character, who has owedUie 
greater portion of his fame to the genius and grace of his wife^ tiie real 

chief of tho Girondist party. 

The principal mission of the ^ans culottc ministry, as it was called 
at court, was to declare the war which was no lonc^er evitable. 
The emperor Leopold was dead, and had carried wiih him aU hopo 
oi reconciliation. To the ultimatum of Austria the assembly r&^lied 
by a deciaration of war. AU France rose and armed itself in a 
fit of enthusiasm. The iuTasion of Belgium had been decided upon* 
The first two invading columns were seized with a panic of terror on 
beholding the Bussian army, and took to flight. The exasperation was 
extreme in P; vis. The joy of the counter-revolutionists confirmed tho 
suspicions of the patriots. The court was suspected of complicity with 
the enemy, and tho assembly declared its sittings permanent. It ordered 
the disbanding of the king'd cjnstitutional guard, issued a decree of 
exile against the refractoiy priests, and voted the establishment of a 
camp under tho walls of Paris. Louis XYI. raised obstacles, and did 
not sanction the measures' taken by the assembly. Holand addressed 
hhn a eerere letter upon his constitutional duties, and urged him frankly 
to become the king of the revolution. It was then that the feeble king - 
decided upon breaking with the Girondists. He rejected the decrees, and 
dissolved the ministry, to throw himself into the arms of the Feuillants. 
The assembly declared that Roland, and two of his ccdleagueSi carried 
with them in thfir retirement tho re<^r('t of the nation. 

Insurrection of the 2^th of Jwic, — l'h4 Country in Danger. — Fall of ths 
Monarch f/. — The Girondists were succeeded in the government by nieu w ith- 
oui uoxuideration and iujQlucnc6| whotic naiuei^ hayo no tii^aifioanco ia 
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kittoiy; iuch as Scipion Chambonnae, Terier-Monteil) Beaulicu, and 
Lajarre. Notwithstanding the constitutionalists congratulated the lung 
on this act of vigour, and Lafayette, on the 16th of June, wrote from 
the camp at Maubeuge a letter, in which he denounced to the assembly 
the Jacobin faction, and demanded a severe repression of the violence of 
tiie olul>8» ibe FmsaXkiaU poMmed aeitlier tbe oonfidenM of tiie Un^ 
aor fhe pecple. Tke oonrt ww secretly negotiattng with tiie mliticm. 
The daiim was growing hourly. To avert the Giroiidigta had wieaime 
to die all-powerml intervention of the people. The anniversary of 
oath of the tennis-court was approaching; Danton, Marat, CaaBille 
Desmoulins, the butcher Legendre, the brewer Santerre, and the ex- 
marquis of Saint Hurgues ooxxoocted the plan of aa ioaurreotioii to take 
place on that day. 

On that day, in fact, several thousand men issued forth from tho 
faubourgs Saint Antoine and Saint Marceau, under the pretext of plant- 
ing a tree of liberty, and presented tiiemaelTes at the doora oi the 
■■■ombly ; a deputataoa was admitted to the bar of the house, ate a 
atormy disoussion raiaed by the members of the ri^t, who veniaed io 
BBoeiTe armed petitioners. The language of the orator of the deputatiott 
wasrehement. There is no longer time for dissimulation," said he; 
** the plot is discovered, the hour is at hand. Blood will flow, or the 
tree of liberty which we are going to plant shall flourish in peace. The 
executive power is not agreed with us ; of this we require no other proof 
than the dismissal of the patriot ministers. Must, then, the happiness of 
a people denend upon the caprice of a king ? The king should have no 
OiQier will wan the lair. The people willa it thna, and their heads ars 
as good as thoae of the crowned despots. These heada eonatitiile the 
fanuly tree of the nation, and before that robust oak the feeble reed must 
bend. We complain, gentlemen, of the inaction of onr armies. We 
demand that you examine into the cause of this inaction. Should it be 
attributable to the executive power, let it be annihilated. The blood of 
patriots must not flow to satisfy the pride and ambition of the perfidious in- 
habitants of the palace of the Tuileries." The mob, after this, obtained per- 
mission to deflle through the hall of the assembly, and thirty thousand 
persons, men and women, passed through, singing fa ira, and czring, 

Vi90laNat^ f* Down with the Tetor* From thenoe they proceediBd to 
the Tuileries, the gates of which the king had canaed to be thrown open, 
and inyaded the apartments. Soon Louis XVI. found himadf almoit 
alone amidst this furious multitude, retired within the receaa of a window, 
mounted on a table before whieh were some national guards, ready to 
make a rampart of their bodies ; his admirable courage did not forsake 
him for one instant during that terrible day ; he consented to put on the 
red night-cap that was extended towards him on the end of a pike, but 
he constantly refused his sanction to the decrees to which we nave 
alluded. This is neither the time nor the place," said Louis, with a 
oourage and a dignity that confounded the rabUe. Overwhelmed with 
thint, he drank, wiahont heaitation, out of the glaal of an operative, and 
dMNila of approbation rent the palace. On the first tidiagi of thia 
jnyasion of tne palace, some deputies hastened thither to protect the 
monarih. Vergniaud and otherc used their eloquence with the mob; 

aad at Inagth X'etkm himielfi the ohief magiatrate of tho oi^i appoan^ 
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•md employed his pereuariion to make them evacuate the palace. When 
the assembly met, the Girondists were ashamed of their triumph. They 
irm tileiit ; but tiieir votes croehed all effi>rts to disooyer or puauh tM 
tmtiKm of the seditba. Fetion, towwds evenia;, reoovered suffioieiit 
impiidence to intrude upon Louis, with an intimation tiiat all was 
i|oiety and the people tranquil." ^^That is nol true," laid Louis* 



•*Sire?'* — '"Be silent." — The magistrate of the people need not be 
silent when he doe* his duty and fci)eak3 the truth," retorted Pution. 
The most singular circumstance of the day was the forbearance of the 
mob, in departing without any pi uTiii.ie of the veio* Never was courage 
more conspicuous than that of Luuia on this occasion. To au observa- 
tion of alarm, he replied by taking the hand of a national guard, and 
plaoiiig it upon bis breast^ auod *^ Does that betray fear ? It noTer beat 
note regularly." With tach ebaraoteristies on either side, wbo would 
not baTe hoped for happier results The issue of that day, on whioh 
tiie populaoe were infuriated and left to their own uncontrolled propen* 
sities, leads one to cast the censure of the crimes which followed mOM 
on their atrocious instigators than upon the deluded peorilo. 

This audacious violation of the royal residence had momentarily a 
success different from that anticipated from it by its authors. Thti partizans 
of the court were burning with indignation at the outrages lavi^shed 
upon the king and the oueen, who had heard more than once during the 
•cane of the ^h of June, resounding In their eaniy the threatening 
crjr-^<* There is the Austrian/' The eonstitutionausts deplored the 
criminal attempts against the laws and Ae pubUo tranquillity. Louis 
XVL was enabled at ease to reject tbedecaeeatbe sanction of which had 
been endeavoured to be forced upon bim : some of his faithful adherents 
endeavoured to inspire him anew with ideas of flight ; but it was in vain, 
for he expected in future eveiything from the coalesced powers. La- 
fayette quitted his army for some days, and came, in their name, to 
express to the assembly their sentiments of horror at the events of the 
20th of June ; and he proposed to the king to cany him off firom Paris 
snd to niaoe him at the bead of the army. He idso demanded of the 
assembly the punishment of the authors of the insurrection. The 
assembly conmienced to deliberate whether it should not indict him ai 
having deserted his post. He reckoned on the national guards to close 
the clubs, but j^earcely a few men responded to his appeal. The courty 
blinded by its hatred, allowed the projects of the constitutionalists them- 
selves to fail. It bargained with Dan ton, and thought to purchase a 
pcu ple, together with this athletic crater of the clubs. 

The dangers on the frontiers were imminent. The Russians, at hrst 
undecided, had put themselves in motion to the number of eighty 
^rasand men, under the duke of Bmnswiok, the old companion of 
Fi«deric II. ; tiie alarm was great in Paris, for the retreat of Luckner, 
Tery inftrior in forces, under the walls of Lille and Valenciennea bad 
become known* At this intelligence the orators of the Gironde, 
redoubled in vehemence : Ycrgniaud supposing the case that Louis XVI. 
should endeavour to paralyse the means of defending the country, 
exclaimed, Oh ! king, who hast doubtless read with the tyrant 
Lysander, that truth was not better than falsehood, and that it was 
necetisary to amuse even by oath^; ^ust as ohildz^ are amused by to^s; 
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thinkest thou to deceive us "by thy hypocritical profession!! ? Thinkeit 
thou to iiiipnso upon us as to our miisfui tunes, by the ai titico of thy 
excuses ? ISu, no; man whom the generosity of Frenchmen haa not been 
ablu to render sensible, whom the love of de8|)otiflm alone has been ablo 
to touch, thou art no longer anything to this constitutioii whidi thou 
hast so unworthily YiolateS^ to th6 people thou hast ao basely betrajed 
Brissot, more explicit, did not OTen avail himself of the circuitous path 
of hypothesis, and formally denounced the kingi as giving by his conduct 
a great moral force to the coalition. At this stage, one of the most honest 
and sincere of the representatives, the constitutional bishop of Lyons, 
"Nvho foresaw all the evils of the future, wished to etfect a general 
reconciliation between all parties, and made so affecting a speech, that 
all the members of the assembly, seized by a generous enthusiasm, 
throw themselves into the arms of one anolher, and swore to forget all 
their past divisionB (Tth July). But soon after it became known that 
the mayoTi Petion. and the proeureur-g^t&al of the Gommune, Manuel, 
had beien suspended from their functions by the administration of the 
department, owing to their participation in the events of the 20th of 
June, and the apparent reconciliation became a subject of universal 
ridicule. On the 11th of July, the president of the assembly, after a 
report by Hcfrault de^ Sechelles, pronounced the solemn formula resolved 
»5pon on the Tth, wliich declared the country in danger. Upon this all 
wjQe citizens capable of bearing arms were immediately placed in active 
service, pikes were distributed to those whom it was not possible to arm 
with guns, battalions of volunteers were enlisted in the public hif^wmT^ 
and a camp was formed at Soissons. The public excitement grew atill 
higher by the arrival of the federals from Marseilles. Petion^ who, aa 
we have scon, had been dismissed by the directory of the departmenft^ 
became the idol of thn people. The club of the Feuillants was closerl. 
The national guard had to undergo calculated mutilations ; the troops of 
the line and the Swiss, who inspired distrust to the revolutionar}- rini;- 
leaders, %vero partly removed from Paris. Thus the unfortunate Lrouia 
XVI. had been deprived of the greater portion of his defenders, and every- 
thing was preparing for a great event. 

The natioaai assemblv oomj^rised mm orators than statesmen. It wia 
deficient in resolution, for which the people made, however, amends. The 
duke of Brunswick was advancingat the head of seventy thousand Prussians 
and sixty-eight thousand Austrians, Hessians, and emigrants. He issued 
a manifesto, which contained frightful threats against Paris and all the 
to\^Tis that should ha^'e the daring to defend themselves. All Fi ance 
rose indignantly. The deposition of the king was loudly demanded; 
and whilst the assembly was hesitating, and referred back to a committee 
a petition for the deposition, presented by Petion in the name of the I 
sections and of the communes, Danton, Westermann, Camille Desmoulins, I 
Mamty and Fabre d'llglantine were agitating the people, and exciting a j 
fresh insDxrection. The legislative assembly was m ^e greatest tomnlty I 
the constitutionalists knew the projects of their enemies, and made 1 
desperate eff[>rts to prevent their explosi^ by acts of vigour; the 8th of j 
August, the arnn'^nmcnt nf T.afnyette was mooted, and it was with great 
difficulty that they obtained a majority in favour of acquittal ; on leaving 

the assmbiy they were ill-treated} and threate&ifig words sounded in 
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their eart?. Paris, abandoned to itself, was now entirely in the power of 
the leaders of the popular 'party, and the insurrectional movement had 
been fixed for the 10th. The agitators assembled at the commune had 
formed an msuxructional municipality, and taken into their hands the 
govemnieixt, yfiaxh waa falling from the hands of the legislators. 
Alarm reigned in the palace, and the court had taken some meaanrea of 
Memoe, From eight to nine hundred Swiss had been drawn up in Hie 
Sntexior; the officers of the old guard, indifferently armed with sabreiy 
airordiy and pistols, had hastened to the palace, to defend royalty in this 
extreme peril ; the ministers had accomplished their duty, fir.d occupied 
their places by the side of the king; the commander of the national 
guard, Mandat, had given orders for the most faithful battalions to 
repair to the Tuileries ; and the royal residence was suirounded by 
artillery. Towards four o'clock in the morning, the queen sent for 
Koederer, the procureur of the commune, and asked his counseL 
Boederer replied that he saw no meana of safety for the king save In 
going to the national assembly; and this adWce, vhich was thennot the b^st, 
rizioe it was possible to resist, did not prerul. At flyo o'clock, Louis 
deaeended, and reviewed the different troops, who received him with 
repeated cries of " T.on^ live the king." But at the same time battalions 
armed with pikes were approaching, who cried Down with the veto! 
down with the traitor ! " and the unfortunate monarch re-entered the 
palace greatly cast down. Division had crept in among the raiika of those 
who had the painful mission of defending the Tuileries. The national 
fiuard had seen with disfavour that the suspected troop of gentlemen 
Sad been ndn^ed with them, and murmurs of disapproval had dnmlated 
against ih» aristocrats. Mandat, who had been summoned by the eom- 
mune, at the Hotel de Yille, had not returned; he had been massacred on 
the way. The imity of command no longer existed, and the supreme 
moment of the crisis was approaching. 

At midnight, the ringleaders of the insurrection which was concocting 
at the faubourg St. Antuinc, had given the signal for the movement, the 
drums had beaten to arms, the tocsin had been soimded, and collected 
together all wno wt re destined to be the heroes of the day. The as jembled 
sections had withdrawn from the municipality the confidence of tho 
people, and a new council-general of .the commune, appointed by ^em. 
had installed itself at tiie Hotel de Yille. This was the insurrectioniii 

Ewer which, with the view of disorganising the defence of the palace, 
d gumnioned the unfortuDate Mandat to appear before them. Towards 
six o'dook in tho morning of the 10th of August, the several columns 
( f the insurgents were complete. Santerrc led the inhabitants of the 
faubourg St. Antoine. That of St, Marceau sent an equal force. 
Tliey went to the number of twenty thousand to the arsenal, after 
having pillaged which, they marched towards the Tuileries by both 
banks of the Seine ; tho federals, from Marseilles and Brittany, who 
had arrived in the rue St. Honore, had already invaded the Carousel, 
and directed the mouths of their guns against the palace. Boedmr, 
at the head of the department, attempted to harangue them ; but hiti 
words were not heeded. The national guard show^ little resolution, 
tnd the Swiss alone remained to defend the palace. 

Seeing this^ Boederer adyised LouU to ahmdou the ch&teau| and retire 
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with Hs family to the natioiial assembly. The qnmm, ^rMantly oppq^ftl 
this Btep. ^^Madame,'* «aid lie^ <*yoa will lunre tomwer lor ^ Hum 
of tiie king and of all his liunily, as well as of thoae eoUeeted hevo to delM 
^ou." This apostrophe decided Louis, and he resolved to follow ai onoo 
the adrioe of Roederer. A diMculty still remained : to traverse the crowd, 
and to prevent the royalists of the chatcan from follo^rinf3^ the royal 
faniily ; the latter were induced to disperse. After suffering uonumbered 
insults, Louis, followed by his queen and chiidien, the dauphin in the 
arms of a pioneer, entered the assembly betwixt eight and nine o'clock. 

Gentlemen, I am come," said he, " to spai e the perpetratioa of a ^reat 
crime ; I cannot be more safo tihan among you, genUemsn." *^ &rOf" 
teplied the president, Yergiiiaad, you may loly on. the fimmess of lao 
naticmal assembly ; its memben hayo sworn to die in maintaining tl^ 
Hghts of the people and of the constitnted authorities/' The king was 
at first seated, in an arm chair near the president, but a deputy having 
observed that his presence marred the freedom of debate, he was com- 
pelled to remove, m coinpanied by his family and his ministers, to the box 
reserved for the reporters, situated behind the prebideiii's bureau. Ilis 
departure had dismayed the defenders of the TuUeries ; ilic rt-mainder of 
the geiLiiarmerie had takeu advantage of it to disband, aiiiidjil cries ul 

*^Loiig live the nation!'^ and the artlUerynwn of the .aadiHial gmd 
' had joined the federals. There was no longer any neeessifcy for. defending 
the ditoan, since the kmg had left it, but there remained a temlile 
question to solve between the assailants and the asaailedr^A question 
of life and death. The Swiss, stationed at the windows, were standing 
with arms shouldered, in an attitude full of anxiety; for a moment it 
was supposed that eveiythiiiL'; about to pass off without the effusion 
of blood ; then, when both s idea advanced, as if to fraternise, aiiots were 
fired, and the atrray became general. At the first discharge of musketry 
which issued from the interior, the Mai'seiilais, seized with panic teirory 
disperssd, and the plaee des Gsrousd was oleared. Soon afwi howevsTi 
the aggressors reappeared, more eager and in greater forcei at tiie 
moment when the Swiss were reoeiying the king^a orders to letira and 
abandon the ch&teau. 

D'Hervilly, who had been sent by the king with this order, made 
known the unseasonable command, moat absurdly, to only one battalion 
of the Swiss. It thought proper to obey, and repair to the assembly, 
where it was instantly disarmed ; and thus the remaining two or three 
hundred were left exposed to all the fury of the mob, rendered vindictiro 
by their own cowardice and di^feut. The Marseillais, Unding the 
approadies of the chAtean unguarded, rushed in. The Svissy witii 
diminished numbers, se^g themselyes saerilioed) defended* for a lAiort 
time the staircase. But surrounded on all aides-^for others of the aaob 
had attacked by the gardens—they re overpowered and massacred* 
The victorious rabble onoe more ^ied the halls and saloons of the palace, 
murdering most of those who fell in their way ; yet snaring some, from 
cnpi iee more tii m Tnerp.y. Eight*^rn Sv/iss took refuge in the chapel, and 
otiered to sum mUr if their lives were spared. The promise was 
speedily giveji ; and the Swiss not the less inhumanly butchered. The 
fbrst attack took place about nine o'clock y by eleven the mob "were mastm 
of the Tttileries. Their viotory , or rather &cir pro?ioa8 defta^ ii mid to 
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}iiire cost them t!irt>^ t"hoii?and slain. Of tho royalist'? and Swiss about 
half that niiniher ponshed. Among these fell, where more of his 
onler sbouM have laiien, on the steps of the thrnrff*, the marquia of 
Ciermont-Tonnerrc. The marshal de Mailly, thciigk oltho age of eio^hty- 
fire, and commanding the littlu band of gunirj ou this day, tiSi^apcd, to 
perish ailerwarda beneath the aze. 

*Mttt uphill hitiuttiow box in i6k» aambly, Louis XVI. beard the 
«taiioii, which bodUMd fortii tha last hour of the monarchy ; the nomantof 
d^ivlry had miinftd. The assemUy, vhieh had liatenod In fear to tho 
aemid of tha eartilleryi and which had almost feared that it was the fflgoal of 
an attack again«t its inviolfihility, breathed again when the insnrrectioa 
was completed, and put itself in an attitude to regulate its consequences. 
The Girondists, who had played an entirely passive part during that day, 
ih)m the mayor Potion downwards, wlio had been scffuusterod at the 
Hotel d© Ville, so that his responsibility should bo sliclterod, deemed 
themaelTes at first destined to he the inluaritors of royalty, and believad 
thauaathrtBa aatitlad to « large akue in tha future revolution ; bu^ the 
ml eo nq q e rsTB were loud in Toice^ and calculated upon deri?ing 
the advantages of . the movement iphich was their work. Tha munici- 
pality of the 10th of August, appeared at the bar of the house, as if to 
claim the sanction of its existence, and demanded the deposition of tha 
king. This wn^ tho unanimous wish of the petitioners, and the assembly, 
which dared uot decree so flagrant an act of spoliation, adopted a medium 
courso, which adjourned the discussion, and throw on others the heavy 
reaponsibiiity. The assembly, by a decree, sujjpended the moaareh from 
h» fim^ionsy and oidaiad tha finrmation of it national oonvcotion and a 
naw ndniatr^. A peach and some bread oomnoaed the nourishment of 
ibe royal family during this disastrous dAy. Ihe dauphin was asleep in 
the arms of his mother, and tha future duchess d* Angouleme weeping 
betwixt her parents. They were obliged to remain in this situation till 
ono in the morning; when two narrow cells, of the ancient monks of the 
conrrnt, in which the assembly sat, received the monarch and his family, 
who but yesterday had stUl a palace for their prison. They were removed m 
close custody to the Temple, on the 14th AaguBt, on the declaration of 
tho commune that that was the only place in which they could answer 
iordiafr safety. 

In the meantime, the old ministers of the Gironde, Boland, Servan, 
and daii^e, were restored to their respeotive offices, and the redoubtable 
Danton, the ringleader of the eonspiracy of 10th of August, took his 
place by their side in the council. The decree against the priests who 
hnd not taken the niths, so obstinately repulsed by the king, received ita 
execution, and aloiit fourthou?and ecclesiastics were expelled from France; 
finally, notwithstandiuf!: the legitimate repugnance of the assembly to 
exceptional tribunals, it wa3 compelled to yield to the impenuus exigen- 
cies of the new municipality, which had sent deputation after deputatieii 
to tise taur of the aaiAnbly, and one of whole body had pronounced tbe 
foUewIng menace : As a citisen, and as a magirtrata of the peoplci. I 
eeme ie acquaint the assembly^ that this evenung, at midnight^ the teonn 
will sound and the drums beat to arms. The people are weary of being 
baulked of voni^canee. Beware that they do not do themselves justice. 

I«4amaad^ that instanti^r you vota a •^rimwal trihunai| oomposed of one 
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mMite from each booImb." An tttaordinaiy tmboiuil ioi judgil tilt 
oriaes of the 10th of August and the royalist conspirators of that famoua 
day, was accordingly created on the 17tli of Aiii^nst. When the proH» 
sionary organisation of the mti-uis of govtrriiucnt had bceu once 
completed, it remained to make this second icvoiution accepted by the 
departments and the army. The iuriacf submitted without a muimur. 
The aimy» which, thauks to the aolenmity of the military oath and to the 
empire of dMciplme» proeiiTBd ititt a lemnmt of ft<tolitY to tfaooomtteo 
tioiiy kamt the oYortbrow of tho throne with a degrM of mmm^ 
Lafay^t^ who had in the highest dagm the zeligion of pli^yadlidi^ 
emitod the soldiers against the areata of the 10th of Jksagm^ JM 
this could he no otherwise than a powerless effort ; the enemy hecame 
too threatening for the army to think eerioiisly upon anything but the 
defence of the country; the subordinate officers, inoriuver, saw nothing 
in this defection of a chief, hut a qTiesiioii of advancement, and 
Dumouriez, who was next in command, adruilly availed himself of the 
occasion to reinalate himself in the good opinion of the Girondists. A 
decree of aceosation was istaed against La£Mtt^ who wai ob%ed to 
ily, aooonpanied aiecely by his sta& He then loll into the haSda of 
the eaeasT, and was detained by them for a long time in the ptiaona tii 
Olmuta, uom whence he was only deliyered some yeaia later, at thafeiiod 
of the peace of Campo-Formio, and through the intervention of genecil 
Bonaparte* fiis command was given to the eiabitimia genenl Di^ 
mouriez. 

Foreign Invasion. —Massacres 9f September. — llctrcat of (he Pmsx an 
Army. — The Prussiaua, meanwhile, were rapidly tkI vanning ; JLongwy 
capitulated, Ycrdun was bombaided. The loaii to Paiis was open* The 
alarm in the capital was general, and, already, m the executi?e council^ 
there had been a suggestioaef letiring^beliiiid the Loiie; bni Baate 
dedaied that Baria waa Fmno% and must be defended at all ridoiw 

My adfioe/t said hOi is to confound the agitators, and to stop the 
eaemy by striking terror into the lojralists." This advice produced thA 
imprisonment of hundreds of por«onf? consMored not sufficiently zealous 
in the rorolutioTmry pfiii?e. V\\ tin iiOth of August, all the gaols in Paris 
were overflowing, and the moat sinister reports were in oirculafidn about 
the fate of these unioi tauate prisoners', who, for the greater part, belonged 
to the two proscribed classes of the noblesse and the clergy. On the night 
of the 1st of September, at the moment when the citizens who had 
been put in veqiusttion had departed to the franlien^ the new of 
the eaptufo of Veidun by the Bnissisna lesohed Pazie» Immediately 
tile tooiin semdedy the cannon of elaim was flredy and the dnaasa hmt 
to arms. Soon after mid-day, as the mob gathered lonnd the Plaei^ 
before the Hotel de V ille, a number of priests who were under aoousatioDf 
amonntin?* to twenty-four, were brought forth and plac ed in coaches, to 
beconvt yodto the prison of the Abbaye. They j^ct loith, escorted by 
the M arse illaid and by the mob, who pursued them with execrationi^ ar^d 
with menaces. Thev reached at lengtli the court of the prison, wliere 
Maillardi the sum who had headed the female deputation to the palace of 
Yafsamee, in 1789, awaited with hie haad the M wtima ef the day. 
Aa each ecclesiastic descended tan the oamage, he waa sMttken down 
by an hnadred blows. Of the twenfj-foori the abb^ Sioaid alona amped^ 



d by Google 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 



59 



and that almost by a miracle. Billaud-VarcnnGS, officer of the munici- 
pality arrived just as the last victim feU, and exclaimed, " People, you 
do your duty ! Immolate your enemies ! " ** There is nothing more to 
do nere/' cried Maillard : *^ to the Carmen This was a convent in 
nrhich two hundred of the principal ecclesiastics of the kingdom were 
oonflned. Ono bjr (me thiy were led totli sod mMsaored. Some ef 
lBb» anmuie bad particiilBr Tiottms to despatob, and were obliged to 
wipe the faces of tbe dead, in order to Mocatian whether the isSk woe 
Burely fulfilled. 

Thence the assassins returned to the Abbaye, and proceeded in form. 
Thevprepared atable. Maillard coDstitiited him f^elf judge, witha dozen aids 
or assessors. He called for a list of the prisoners, which was delivered, 
tie very gaoler fainting with horror at the scene which, must folio \v". 
Maillard then addressed his comrades with the mockery of reason r.nd 
calmaess, and passed a panegyric upon justice. '*Do you," said he Lo 
the band of asaaasins, place yonraelvea outside the gate. Whan I pro- 
noanoe that the culprit uiould be tranafeixed to LaFvreey strike luoi down 
aadalay him as he goes out." The artiftoe was applauded, as preventing 
struggles and diffieultiea ; and the prisonera summoaed. The first were 
Swiss. They met with no favour ; were ordered out of the gate, and 
massacred. This scene was continued till late in the night, and this 
frightful butchery was continued on the two following days. The assassins 
paused at times to refresh themselves with wine. The women, however, 
were spared. The daughter of the sinc^ular Cazotte saved her aged parent, 
ilademoiselle de Sombreuil made tiic same efforts iu behalf of her lather, 
when a mffian presented her with a goblet of Uood, saving, Drink^ 
^Mky the Uood of the ariatoerats." To have some claim to pity, she 
actually swallowed the horrid draught, and M. de Sombrenil was spared. 
Others were pieaenred by the display of oourage, and extorted pardon by 
ezciting admiration. One thousand livres were registered in the boolcs 
of the municipality, as payment for these deeds. Each prison presented 
anmilar scone. The number massacred is calculated at 13,000. 

Amongst those confined at La Force wfe the unfortunate and lovely 
princess De Lamballe, the friend of Marie Antoinette. She met no 
mercy. The pen refuses to trace the ineffiible horrors committed on her 
xenama. Her head, borne on a pike, was bronght in prooession to the 
Temple^ where the eommwM had eonfined Louis and his queen. They 
were startled by the unusual tumult, and demanded the cause. Bushing 
to look at the window, Marie Antoinette waa prevented by her guards. 
She pressed for explanation ; and it was given — "they sought to prevent 
her h< hrildin^^ the head of the princess Lamballe !" She fiainted at the 
words in. the arms of the no less wretched monarch. 

Whilst the municipality, under the orders of the minister of Justice^ 
thus perpetuated the disgrace of the nation, the legislative assembly, 
ashamedj indignant, but powerless, sat witnessing the cnmis which lU 
CQBdnct Jiad iniduoad, and which it oould not prevent. Its legal autiiority 
WM expiring ; the eleetioaa had already commenoed to retmning the 
membM of the future convention : not, howoTor, ere it had abdieated 
all real power and influence in favour of the sanguinary commune. Thua 
the first national aaaambly expired in an act of fbliji the other In 
blood and orime. 



d by Google 



ea 



BISTORT OF FRANCE. 



la the mmmwliile the P^nusiaiia were steadily approtchisg, ^Hm 
DamotirieSy appointed to the command of the anny on the JiCoaelltt^ 
threw himself, by an inspiration of genius, in the forest of Argonne ; he 

occupied, as he 'WTote to the assembly, " the "Prencli Thermopylx.** The 
proo^ress of the I'russians was arrested. An error committed by Dumouriez 
cc>Mipelled him to abandon bis position. But KellermaTj, attat ked by the 
Prussians at Valmy, drove them back amidst shouts of Vive la naf ion. 
The enemy, to whom the emigrants had represented this campaigu sis a 
military promenade, commenced immediately to beat a retreat. The 
French re-entered Lo^v^ and Yerdun, and the enemr recrosaed tiie 
Rhine to Coblenta, whikit the enemy were erevymm letreating, 
the French armies were reauming an aggreasiye attitude } the reTOIutioii 
iraa^tonoua(1792). 
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VIII. THE NATIONAL CONVENTION. 

1 MBUOGLE mrWEm THE QJMOSmQTB AlfD THE MOUNTAIK^ 

(Fbom 2Ut Seftsbcsbb, 1792, to 2in> Jtnns^ 1793.) 

Opening of the National Convention. — The national convention asscra- 
bled on the 20th Septembor, the very day on which thernissians quailed 
at Valmy, and gave up victory to the cause of rcpuhliuanifim. In its 
very first sittings it had abolished royalty, proclaimed the republic, and 
uaUd its acts from year I. of the French republic. The cumpositiou 
of this assomblvi elected under the influence of the massacres of iSeptem- 
ber, wts a f aitHM reflex of the public mind of ^aris and the provinces : 
in It yrm found the eloquent deputies of the Gironde, vho had been 
distingnished in the legislative assembly, by the side of the old members 
of the eonstitoent asseml ly, such as retion and Burzot, who had not 
yet been outstripped by public opinion, in the face of the excited revolu- 
tionists ^'ho forestalled it. The efipital, under the sway of the Jacobins 
and the coinnifoie^ had ret am ^iguiEcant names, such as Robespierre, 
Danton, Camille Desmouiins, Fabre d'Eglantine, the painter David, 
Itobespierre the younger, Collot d' llerbois, Legendre, Panis, Sergent, 
Billaud-Varennes, and even Marat. The duke of Orleans, who had assumed 
the name of Philippe Cgalit^, had also solicited the suffrages of the 
people, and obtained a place in this assembl which had only met for 
the pocpose of condemning his royal and unfortunate cousin. The Girond* 
isti sat on the right in the hall' of the assembly ; the Parisian deputies 
occupied the extreme left, called the Crest or the Mountainy from the 
elevated benches on which they sat ; whilst in the centre mt those who 
were still free from party ties, and who intended to decide according to 
their personal imprc -si ns ; these constituted what was termed the Plain, 
The Girondists had returned more ardent and more numerous j they were 
eager to repudiate that degree of moral complicity which their silence had 
caused to wei|dh upon them during the massacres of September; they 
deemed themadves certain of the majority, and intended vigorously to 
v: 0 it against tilieir enemies. The departments, though they had accepted 
the disappearance of royalty, which for two or three years had already 
'h'^*^n no more than a duad letter, disavowed the massacres of the 
pnsons, and rebelled n^^ninst the omnipotence of the commune of Paris. 
This comminief in fact, was the most irresistible power of the day, for it 
had on ilB side the Mountain in the assembly, the club of the Jacobins 
\vi\h. its iunumorable ramifications, the sfl?i.s-CM/o//w of the sections, and ail 
the men of passion and of action whom the revolution had cast out of fhdr 
nmow wphmBt and who were struggline to achieve some importanoa* 
IJ^eonteatbatiran the two parties beyan by violent per^ Sob6«« 
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inerre, wlio had only played a yeiy inaigiiifiiMnit ptii dmiiig HiB oittit 

of the constitueiit assembly uodor the leadership of BtiDton, better fitted 
for the struggle than himself, now reached the foremost rank, thanks to 
his dogmatism and to a sustained reputation of incorruptibility ; he had 
succeeded by the r»rcc of obstinacy and perseverance iu establishing on a 
solid basirf his away at the club of the Jacobins, and his enemies already 
accused him of aspiring to the dictatorship. This reproach vraa at least 
premature; it had ao foundation but the preacliings of Marat, that 
zeneiflaA nuuiiac who had lo often extolled murder, and who at that 
nunMiit saw no means of safety for the republio eaye in the appointment 
of a dictator charged solely with condemning the traitors. Tkeae yagoe 
and inconsistent indioea sufUced to the Girondists to attack Eobespicrre. 
*' There exists in this assembly," exclaimed Kebecqui, of Marseilles, ** a 
party which aspires to the dictatorship, and the cJiief of this party, I 
will name him, is Hobespierre." Another Marseillais, Barbai^oux, who 
had taken a considerable share in the events of the 10th of August, 
confirmed the assertions of his colleague ; and the witty Louvet indulged 
in a long and violent diatribe against the accused. Kubcspierre, who felt 
himself supported within and iiithoiit the waUa of the aasembly, had no 
diffioulty in defending himself, and did ao with emphtaia and an appear- 
ance of victory^ which obtained for him the applause of the gailextM 
and of the Jacobin club. The Girondists had created a yoid around 
themselves; they had lost the aid of the constitutionalists without obtain- 
ing that of the democrats. They endeavoured to ally themselves to 
Dan ton, but could not decide upon grasping a hand stained with the 
blood of September. The sittings of the convention were passed in 
reciprocal accusations and threats. The crimes of some men weighed 
heayy on the dcstimes of France. The most inyeterate attacks oi the 
Girondists were directed against the yioUnt diotatoiihip of the commune. 
They were leyelled at Marat, the apoetle of mnrder. Marat endeayonxed 
to address the assembly amidst ahouts of Down from the tribune f 
I have," said he, in thia asaemblyy a great man^ penonal enemies." 
" All of us ! all of us !" was the clamorous interruption and reply of the 
greater pait of the members. Marat undauntedly continued, ** I have 
personal enemies in this assembly. I recall them to a sense of shame 
and availing himself of the surprise caused by this strange opening, he 
deyeloped his theories of dictatorship and extermination. The assembly 
waa struck with stupor by this audacious apology ; the Girondists 
demanded that a guard of ttocethcnaand men, drawn Am th^ 
ahould be giyen to the oonyention. This proposition completely com- 
promised them. The Mountain accosedthem of sowing among the nation 
the seeds of federalism ; and as if to oppose themselves to their fatal 
projects, they succeeded in obtaining a deme declaring the repiiUio one 
and indivisible. 

Trial and Execution of Louis XVI. — Soon after this, the Mountain, 
dissatislicd with the composition of the committee of the constitution, 
almost exclusively formed of thoir adversaries, Petion, Condorcet, Brissot, 
Vergniaud, Gensonne ^.'urrere, Sieyes, and the American Thomas Paine, 
and in which a aiqgla meoiber of their party, Dantoui had found pl}cey 
began again to aqltate the tnrihle questicn of thatoal of Louia J^fL 
They knew that Una oztrano neaiuto waa npogaanttothaGHbondirtil 
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(rat the secret (lc3ire of tho majority of them va* to snyo tlic unforhinata 
monarch, and that it would UkUB be oMj to excite the difilxust ot thft 
people against thorn. 

After the idea of the trial hnd been once put forth, ever^'tliing was 
wpidij arrajigcd for its speedy realisation. The public mind wiis excited 
Hie reading of doeumenta found In t2i» offiees of the civil list, whicli 
pnmd the unteBtnidiiig ef Loins XVI, with the ooalitioa nid the 
enigTaitaon ; aad kter, tiie diflooTery of the &iaoiu iron chesti in vhioh 
'te Bfiefft details had been discovered of the intrigues of the court, of 
ili negotiations with Mirabeau, of the plans of Booille, and even of 
tilf-erior projects, had increased the popular exasperation. The club of 
the Jacobins destroyed the bust of Mirabeau, and his b id 7 was torn from 
the Pantheon. Addresses were drawn up to demand the condemnation of 
the tyrant ; the Jacobin clubs of the provinces, instigated by that of tho 
capital, met for the purpose of writing violeiil letters to the assembly ; 
the sections presented themselves at the bar of the house ; the wounded 
of -die l(Mh of August ettme to cry for yengeanee againat the conqnefed. 
The nnfortaiiate prisoner of tiie Temple fbresair hU lot, of which he had 
many a fetal fbrehoding ; he on]y lived in the expectation of the execu- 
tioner. Rigourously watched by the commune, and reduced to a single 
servant, the faithful Clery, he led a simple and monotonona life with Uie 
qn^^^-n, his sister Madame Eliznbcth, and his two cbildren. He frequently 
read Hump's Hi^toiy of England, and dwelt often on the last moments 
of Charles I ,, whose fate appeared so similar to his own. When his trial 
commenced, ho was separated from his family, and his existence then 
became a long agony. The convention, yielding to the influence of 
imtttioiis and ureats, had at length resolTed upon this fearful extremity, 
and tiie eoninittee of legislaiion had presented a report condoding that 
l4mis XVI. might be judged by their assembly. 

Acc o r di ngly, Louis XVI., who had been four months a prisoner in the 
Temple, wa? placed upon his trial, and heard the act of ac usation read 
against him (11th December). His countenance was calm and full of 
dignity ; he replied mildly, out, at the same time, energetically, to all 
the questions put to him, and frequently astonished his judges by the 
moderation and the pertinency of his replies. His calm dignity siicnced Uio 
noisy galleries, excited the pity of the Girondists, and even shook nuuiy 
<if the JaooUns in their emel resolTea. Onoe alone he made use of a 
tone approadting to indiguaitSon ; it was when he repelled the charge of 
spilling the blood of his subjects on the 10th of August. A new debate 
arose as to whether he should have defenders; they were not conceded 
without a struggle. Louis selected Target and Tronchet ; the former 
declined the dangerous office, which Lamoignon Malesherbcs himself 
proffered to undertake. He said, " I have been twice called to assist at 
his council table, when such a summons was an uLjuct of ambition to 
every one ; I owe him the same service now that it is a function many 
persons would consider dangerous." The meeting betwixt the venerable 
nan and the fidien fasM was tonefaing in the extreme. Mdeaherhes 
M at the tet of his royal master ; words could not express the feelings 
of either. Louis was ddowed until the 2%^ to fffSfare his defence, oa 
which day he attended onoe more before the convention, attended by his 
deteders. The yeung Desese, who iMid besA added to theic numberi 
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pronounced thd mousrch'^s afttooe, whkih was lifltoAe^ to anMii Imft)* 
less eilenoe^ Hit plea far the king mted up witii th^imda^ t»hm 
true than solemn : '^Louis^ placed on the tfirooe ct the age of twedlyv 
WBS a pattern of moralityi justioey and economy ; he had no foiUs, as 
contaminating passion ; be was the constant friend of the people. The 
people wished to havo some imperions impost removed, 1mm removdl 
it ; the people wishrr! for tbo nhnlition of fi^rarian 6or"s itude, Iiouij 
abolished it ; the people desired reionus, he put them in exoeiition ; the 
people wished to change the laws, he consented ; the people wished that 
miUions of Frenchmen should recover their native rights, he restored 
them; the people longed Ibr liberty, he gave it. He anticipated tiidlr 
demands : he sacrificed all to them : and jftit it is in tbe name of tUs 
people that some this day stand forth to demand-— '-Citizens, I camotgi 
on I I leare the task to history. Reflect, that history will pass judgmeot 
upon your sentence, and that hers will bo also that of etemi^." The 
assembly was moved, but nn e>:trfiordir!an' tumult reigned in Paris; 
the TiK mbers of the iMouiilain, ^vho feared an acquittal, aeeused the 
Gil oridiata of royalism ; the sections were on foot ; tlie ilub of the 
Jacobins re-echoed with fiery declamations against the timid representa- 
tires ; and it became evident thai if Louis should escape a condciuuationf 
this judicial drama m^ht he converted into an assassinatiQii. !Ihe 
dtscassion that followed in the assembly was long and earnest, fiobss* 
pierre said, "The last proof of devotion we owe to our country is, to stifle 
in our bents every sentiment of sensibility.'' Vergpaiaud, the aaoet eloqusnl 
orator of the Gironde, treated the accusation of Louis as a fresh atFp 
towards a fiightfnl siiarehy i he asked whnt guarantees they had Q«rnin?t 
the authors of the massacre of September ; and drew a striking: picture 
of tho scenes that soon filled France with bloodshed. A Girondist, 
convinced of the impossibility of an acquittal, proposed an appeal to the 
people, and this (Question excited for eight days the most stormy dehateSi 
vhidi still iVirther exasperated all minds, iJie ^peal to the people vtf 
rejected by a great majority. The final onestiott of the aentenoa was pot 
on the evening of the 16ih of Jannary. Each member was called to ths 
tribune to give his vote aloud, in presence of the applause or execratina 
of the galleries. Of the party of the Mountain the universal vote wa?, 
of course, death ; ptill that of Kp^nlit e' duke of Orleans, as he pronounced 
the fatal word against his relation and sovereign, jarred upon liio fcelinps 
even of that hardened assembly. Of the Gironde mnny voted simply for 
death, in fear and doRpair it should seem ; twenty-six of their number, 
amongst whom was \'ergniaud, voted for death, with reprieve or deli^^ of 
execution. The number prssent was 72L The bare majority was tus 
861 ; and but 361 vdoea were fut death without oenditson. But 
Vergniaud and his friends had declared their vote independent eC th«t 
condition, which was but a vow sad rccommendatiog, md by this means 
their faintheartedness raised the majority to 3^7 against 334 voioes, 
which were for imprisonment during war and exile after pea^^p. In vain 
thf (Hrondista endeavoured to nmend their weakness by again a^itiit tig 
the question of reprieve; the liour of useful resolve was passe<i, The 
president, Vergniaud, on declaring the result of the scrutiiiiy, 3aid« with a 
voice of emotion, ^ I declare, bi the name of tiw ecsrventkm, tliat tb^ 
•enteneo which it prottouaoea against IiouiaCapet, ia tisit of defiduT 
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Some 8o1>s were heard amoia^t the audieyico ; they were those of the aged 
Malesherbes, who wept at the fate of his king. The king's defenders 
had recourse to a means that had already been rejected, that of proposing 
an appeal to the nation, but the convention passed to the order of the 
day. Nothing now could Bave the head of Louis XVI. from the scaiiuhl ; 
raealiikdntbei'wtoili to IKH^ to hiia liu eondeamttiQii he threw 
MoMltkito Ms moBf tad minister of justice ehargod with notifying 
tile sentence to liim^ feund jhim ealai and resigned. The monarch 
heard St wilibout emotion, exc^ a smile gf indignatiaa at one word, that 
whidi accnsed him of oonspiracy. He was prepared ; and taking the 
decree of condemnation from the secretary, he handed in return to that 
personage a written paper, asking amongst a few other requests, three 
days to prepare for death, and a confessor of his choice. The convention, 
as soon as consulted, refused the delay, but gave orders that a conlessor 
should be admitted to the Temple. The abbe Edgeworth being selected 
l^the long) aooevdingly re^ainid to him. At seTen in the evening hia 
wnily mm alloired to Ttsit hint, but not in pnvato. His guarmans 
iuKited on witnessing^ through a glass door, this most melancholy of 
^*f*"fttf*'* tnteryiews. It loated nearly two hottn* Louis spoke the 
greater part of the time, related the circumstances of his trial, and 
endeavoured to soothe the distracted queen and princesses. They 
found uttemnce but in the convulsive sobs of anguish. In parting, he 
promised to see them early on the molio^v. But no sooner had they gone 
ttian he observed, "I cannot." Ue resolved to spare both them and 
himself this further trial. Ho was engaged until midnight with his 
oonfiMnr* fiathmirent to bed, and u^t ioundly till ftve, when he 
wnm, heard ams in the ohamb^, and reoeiTed the saorament, the guards 
afi'ording the means of perfoimiog these ceremonies with the greatest 
diffieultj; JBTeifther would they allow him a knife for his last repast, nor 
scissors to cut off his locks, and bare his neck for execution. *♦ The 
executioner is a valet good enough for him," was the observation. 

At nine o'clock, drums and the rattlin e: of vehicles announced Santerre, 
who came to conduct Louis to the fatal scaitl-ld. lie did not stay to bo 
summoned, but merely handing to oae ol his guaids a paper, that proved 
to be his testament, he aaid, Let us proved." Placed in a ooaoh 
betwixt two geadanuii he was led aorpss almost the whole extent of the 
eapilal* to i& Place Louie Quince. Eymy shop was shut and window 
doted. The Buddie classes were struck at once with pity and oonstema- 
lien; even the armed rabble who lined the streets observed a profound 
silence. The procession lasted two hours. Arrived at the place of 
execution, the km^ stripped himself of his coat and vest, and opened his 
shirt. The executioner approached to bind his hands. He resisted this 
indignity, tiU the ahb^ Edgeworth obser\ cd, Sire, I see in this new 
outrage but a fresh point of resemblaQce betwixt your fato and that of 
the who will be yoer recompense." On hearing this, Louis submitted, 
amtteriog, with upcast eyes, Do as you will, I must drink the cup to 
tiie dfegt.'^ Ho then began to ascend the scaffold, feebly at first, ti]l 
finding atMgth as he reached the top, he stepped firmly across it to the 
front, and spoke with a roice that all the crowd could distinf tly hear — 
*' I die innocent of the crimes imputed to me. I pardon the authors of 
Ay d^ath i aadmy iast pcajrer is* the>iood ^hout to be shed may 
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not be visited upon France." At this moment tbe drums drofwned lot 
V(Hce, the axe descended, and wliile Edgeworth uttered the words, " Son 
of Saint Louis, ascend to HeaTen," the kin^ cca«cd to live, amidflt 
loud cries rou&d the scalfold of Long livo the republic ! Long iiye the 
nation i" 

Hii eofpts wai MnM in a otti tothe paiuh church in St. Magde^; 
ii WW th«fe laid Irf tlia aide of tfaosa who aio mentioned as hsf^ 
perished at his marriage. Tiie gnm was filled with qokk^liBie, and a 
guard placed over it until it was consomad ; Iho boneB Wfffa dapdiiM, 
in 1815, in the chancel of St. Denis. 

No one can read the history of Tjouis witliont discovering traces of 3 
disposition the most amiable and humane, lie WmS amply anxious 
promote the welfare of the people : a^ui although not bold and courageoufl 
in prosperity, he displayed in hia adversity a noble spiiit and magnani- 
mous didposition ; he was not, however, formed to govern, especially 
diifing a period of nmYeraal eioitement If f^^deaoe had Mgaai 
htm for a martyr, it eooldnot haTO bestewed a ehaiaoter mora i^tor 
pezfeet to sustain that trying part Long will it be ere the stain left on 
the cause of iibeii^ by the pure and goiitlaM blood of tibe myal iMi^ 
shall be utterly efioiced ! 

The evening before the execution of Louis, Paris, one of the body guardf, 
assassinated one of the judges who had voted for the sentenc e of deatb, 
Lepelletier de Saint-Fargeau. The convention a\','arded to Lepellotierthe 
honours of the Pantheon, whither it accompanied his body. England or- 
dered its ambassador to quit France ; the con veniiou replied by a dedaratMB 
of war against England and Hdlaad. Alveadyi on^ 6th of HoMte) 
I792t the batdo of Jemappes had caixied Iho arras of the teroiatioii into 
the heart of Belgium. The decrees of tho 19th of Korember fBid Il» 
5th of December, in which the conventioii pvoflaiSed assistance and 
f aternity to all the nations dcsiious of recovering their liberty, 
announced to the ooalesced Jongs the nature of the reprisals they^ 

to liar. 

Ovcrihfow of the Girondc, — ^Thus, the death of the king had become 
the signal of an implacable war abroad, and a more implacable one at 
home. It threatened above all the (jriroudists, though many of thCBl 
had Toted with the Mountain. The tooes of both partUa were uaequsl : 
not onl;^ beoaose the Girondists had with tiiem the majority in the 
convention, and the Mountain the people of Paris ; bat ahio beeame ^« 
Mountain had &ith in itself, whilst among their opponents eyerything 
was hesitation and contradiction. This immense power of faith woidd 
of itself have sufficed to insure its victory ; events were destined ^till 
further to contribute to it; England and La Vended were about t'' 
become its involuntary, but moat terrible allies. At first parties seemed 
desirous of showing their progress, and t o show — ^the one, that legal ordir 
had not been destroyed, the other, that the popular will was the OT^ 
law. On the verydajthat the ezeention of Louis XVL waserdeiw 
within twenty<*fonr houis^ the Qtronde had deeroed proaeoations agpM 
^e authors and accomplices of the September massacres; flftsen ds|i 
alter, the Mountain stopped these prosecutions. Kobespierre and Msrat 
were in possession of th'^ commune, the Jacobins of the sections and the 

anoed power » they had only left to the Girondists the ooaT^&ttaSt 
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and they irero bow hiomn£Lj at innk to depci?e tim 6!f» of 
asylum. 

The clamours recommenced in tlio midat of the popular societies, and 
an insurrectionary spirit again broke out in the capital. Its cause lay in 
the general diBlress, in the dearness of bread and of all necessaries, 
aggravated by the recent declaration of war against England and Holland. 
A revolution such aa lliu pr^ent, which had swept the rich from the 
hmot laadi and oonvertad even the moderatelv v^ealthy iato tremb- 
Ikig auMi% neoesBarily Hkxew all the populatioii aitiierto dependeirt on 
Ilia axpenses of these claaaes into ind^ence. Up to this moment tha 
mmmm§ had paid them the prodooa of its plunders aa tha priae of inivr- 
rection. This fund was now exhausted. Universal war made such a 
large demand that the eommune conld no longer obtain funds from tha 
convention, somewhat jealous of it, whilst the depreciation of assiffnat^y 
or republican paper, rendered aid iliusory, and left the people utterly 
without the means of procuring even bread. They were numerous and 
armed. Tiiey crowded to the convention and demanded that com 
ahoidd aowlim be sold for moia than twanty-flyalmesthasa^ nndar 
jimaHi ta tha randar <tf being sent to the galleys. Masat hinaelfiin tha 
conTvationy azclaimed against the fnaximumf as this measma iru oaUed. 
Bobespierre made similar efforts in the Jacobins. Dankai akma held 
back, and still kept hia club of th^ Cordeliers true to the prevailing spirit 
of the populace. Hig brother anarohiata soon acknowledged hia wisdom, 
and shulil'jd round once more to lead the popular cry. Marat, in somo 
ten days after, having opposed the maximum^ recommended the mob, iu 
his journal, to pillage a few magazines, and hang the inonopolisera. He 
waa accused of this by the Gironde, and new tumults arose in the 
assembly. Tha Parisian populaoe adopted the adnce of Marat After 
tha danness of biaad, that A sugar, candles, and such nacessariesi iraa 
MBil a e T erely felt since tha war with England. Crowds of women accord- 
ingly proceaded to tha grocers' shops, and demanded these ajticlas at tfaa 
old prieaSy and some at no price at all. A scene of plunder now ensnedy 
which wa3 at length put a stop to by the federals of Brest and some 
national gviarJa. During this time, an extraordinary criminal tribunal 
was established to judge crimes against the revolution. The Girondists 
coidd nut prevent its establishment, but succeeded in obtaining* the 
addition of juries to it, to be selected not merely from i'uris, but 
tha departments. The people of Paris were led by harangum recom- 
Madmg Hberti/t equality, and fraUmityy and a noetnmairimng was 
smesiyed at the oIimm of liia Jacobins and the Cknrdalian, for tha ranifai- 
Won of the Gironde. It passed off. Yergniaad deaoonoed the intended 
■nniaiari. ^^We on/' he cried, '<£rom crimes to amnesties, and 
from amnesties to crimes. . . . Citizens, it is to be feared that the 
revolution, like Saturn, may successively devour all its children, and 
engender oiily despotism with all its calamities." His speech created an 
impreasion, but the conspirators of the 10th of March remained un- 
punished, and they postponed their sioister projects to a more propitious 
opportuiuty. 

ia tha midst of these iaitemal eompUoatumSf tha campaign of 1703 
had opened at the frontier of Hie nortibu and on tha Bhine. Tidings <^ 
thakiaaftiialwtllaollTcrwiiidcii and of tha zebdUan in Ia Yandtft 
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reached the capital simultaneously. The revolution v&s threatened. 
The fears of the coalition and of the royalists threw the majority of the 
cori^. cation and the nation itself into the arms of the most extreme party. 
Alter the death of L'^ais XVI., England, liuliand, aud Spain, had uniuid 
their arms with those of the German powers ; Ilussia was occupied with 
the leoond dismemberment of Polandi su little did they who invoked the 
lig^U of kings respect thoie of the people. The oonye&tioa had to 
oombat on di&rent points thm hundnd snd forty-eight thooaaiul moii; 
a levy of three hundred thousand men had been ordered to meet these 
perils from without The desperate teaohition of theae aoldieni their 
republican pride, the pledge and the cause of success, gave exaggerated 
hopes to some of their generals, which of lb ems t Ives would have been a 
source of danger ; and the most renowned of them gave too much grounds 
for this distrust. Dumounez, after the conquest of Belgium, had 
directed an expedition against Holland ; being dissatisfied with the 
march of events, he intended to avail himself against the convention of 
some ftienda he had in the tiro paitieiy and to decdre both, fbr the 
purpoee of re^eatabliahing the mcnardhy. Becalled from HoUandi in 
oonaequence of the reyeraes of other generals, he came to combat the 
prinoe of Ooburg, gave him battle at Nerwinden and lost it. There was 
a cry of treason ; the club of the Jacobins sent three of its members to 
sound his intentions. He frankly dared to avow them. The convention 
immediately sent four representatives, Camus, Quinette, Lamarque, and 
lianccil, together with the minister of wai', Beurnouville, to arrest him. 
i'ar Iroin surrendering himself, he delivered them us hostages to the 
Aufltrians : he then tried to win over his army, which refused to follow 
him. A battalion of ToIonteexB fired tqKm hia eaoorti and he had no 
other tesouroe but to join the Auatrians, by whom ho was honoutahly 
receiTed, and who offered him command, which he, however, declined. 
The requisition for three himdred thousand men produced a rebeUion^in 
La Vendee, a district much wooded, with lut roadg, artfl without share ia 
the revolution. The peasants of Britta,uy, of Anjou, and of lower Poitou, 
were above all repugnant to quit their homes : devoted to the cathohc 
religion, they were averse to defendins; a revolution which was cursed by 
their priests. Tiiey repulsed general alter general, and had on foot ihrcc 
corps of ten or twelve thousand men each. 

The aaeembly was not disconcerted in the face of all these dangers. 
It placed all the members of the Bourbon family in a state of arnst; 
created the famous committee of public safety, consisting of twelve 
members, to watch over the seciirify of the representatives, and emitted 
twelve himdred millions of assigiiats. These events excited to a frcni)* 
the haired of the people agfiinst royalty ; the Mountain profited by it 
destroy the Girondisls, who were accused of professing in a less degree that 
principal virtue of the period. At first they were denounced by the 
jbections, who demanded their expulsion; insults were lavished upoa 
• them by the crowd ; murder threatened them. The principal inatigaftor 
of theee mancBttvitML Marat, was accused, acquitted by the revolutionary 
tribunal, and earned in tziumph. Guadet proposed a bold appeal i-o the 
people of the departments against the commuM of Paris ; he willed for 
the dissolation of the convention, and for a new assembly at Bourgcf. 
Such a step might doabUesa haye 6aYe4 the Qirondistsf but would it 
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hare saved France from la Vendue and from Europe ? Tlio intermediate 
«r moderate party did not beUevo it ; it was desirous of holding the 
balance betvreea the two extremes, by creating a commission of twclYe 
membetB charged with preventing plots, and prosecuting their 
authors; but the Girondists made themselves masters of the com- 
mission, as of an instrume^.*^. ?.rA the exasperation redoubled. Danton 
undertoolr to comniancc t-i<) rc-ilisatioa of the recent prophecy of 
Yer^^ni lud, that tho reYoiatioa, Jliko Saturn, would devour all ita 
chiMren.*' 

commission of t\rclve took their partsin earnest; they disquieted the 
municipality by their investigations, and discovered the traces of a con- 
spiracy, the execution of which was fixed for the 22nd May, and they 
arrested Hebert, the procureur of the commune, and editor of a famous 
Journal, called the Tire Duchesne, This was a declaration of war ; tho 
thrf-atoned Tacobins immediately assumed the attitude of resistance ; and 
during the following days the conTention was hourly assailed by deputa- 
tions demanding th:it the commission of txrelre should be broken, and 
Hebert liberated. In vain tho assembly passed a vote that it intrusted 
its dimity and safety to the guard of all good eirizons. The citizens 
friendly to order, unsupported, unled, unrallied, eliruiik m terror to their 
homes, abandoning the city and the national representatives to the saM 
euhtte band of the anarchists. These at length, on the 27th, appeared in 
a body at the door of the convention, bearing a general petition of the 
sections. The"majbrity of the assembly expostulated and protested in 
vain. Numbers ox the mob burst into the place of sitting, and took their 
seats with the members. In vain tho Girondists cried to the president to 
cover himself or quit the chair, tho as5em])ly being no long'cr free, no 
Ioniser consisting of representatives. Herault and de {^6'Kelles, who 
presided, persisted in putting the question, that the commission of twelre 
be broken, and Hebert liberated. The mob voted with the members, 
and the motion was carried. 

On l3ie morrow, the 28th, the first act of the majority was to protest 
that the decree had not passed, and that the commission of twelve 
consequently was still in. force. The convention was of this opinion; 
the motion voted by the intruding rabble was reversed ; but at the same 
time, the majority betrayed their fears, and sought, as usual, a compro* 
mise with the populace. Thus, while they preserved the obnoxious 
romniission, they undid it^ acts, and deprived it of all foree by ordering 
Hebert and the prisoners to be released. Such weakness emboldened 
'but did not conciliate the people ; while it utterly discouraged the still 
wavering supporters of order and the convention. The anarchists in the 
camnmne found the public assemblies unftt to oittanise the final act of 
sedition ; and accordingly they appointed a committee of idx to combat 
the convention's committee of twelve. *' Try any way,'* said Danton to 
the Oironde, ^* in prudence and policy, or in audacity at id revolutionsiy 
vigour, we will BtiU surpass yon. 

The 29th of May ivas spent by the anfirrbi'^fs in pi inning ; the 30th, 
in preparing for the insurrection. The ministry, tbi commission of 
twelve, remained paralysed, awaiting the blow; wlrht the Girondist 
df^puties were driven to conceal themselves, and flee, from lodging to 
lodging, confessing their feebleness, and lamenting the J too evident latel 
TOL* IT. r 
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Xfaey had not amongst than on* man of action. Three ueti/lMmumif 

firifl shrnnng: firm countenances, had declared against the insurrection ; 
yet none of the Gironde showed himself amongst them. The counsel of 
iiouvet was flight. There is no more for us to do in Paris," said he; 
" at the mercy of conspiratjors and anarchists, when an insurrce.tion of 
the depariuion to can alone answer or put dx>wn that of the capital. Let 
US flj then each to our own nroyince, for if we be taken and kept as 
hostages by the IConntaii^ it vill but pai alyee onr fnends V The leadr 
ing GironcUflts BOomed Lomf s oouneel, and resolved to baye ipsutree- 
tien« They would diep they thought, in their ourale chair^ like the 
Eoman magistrates of old. Annedy thereforet and prepared for the 
worst, they made their way to the convention on the mt)ming of O.e 31 p% 
and could not but remark the joy of the Mountain on beholding thm 
enter. 

This same momrni was that appointed for the insurrection, which, 
accur<Ung to the plan and profession of the movers, wua to be distin- 
guished from preceding ones by being quite morale. The coQimissariee 
of the sections, assuming th^oselyea to be delegates oi the pe^iple, 
proceeded to the municipality, deposed it focmaUy^ tiien reinstatsd it| 
idjoining themselves as part of its body. Thus constituted, the rsToln- 
tionary commum^ yfhim affected to be raised by this mummery to 
TcpTcspnt the popular will, and to pacify the convcntiorj, mustered the 
armed guard of the citizens, or sections, rung the tocsin, hred the cannon 
of alarm, and marched to invest the convention. The three anti- 
anarchist sections had intrenched themaelves in tho Palais Royal. It 
"was proclaiiJied m tiiu iauhuui'g St. Antione Liiat these sections had 
mounted the white cockade. The rabble accordingly marched against 
the Palais BoyaL An engagement was ezpeeted ; but the three sectiona 
vere vithout leaders, witaoot a party. They had neiliher personage nor 
flag to rally to ; for tlie white eockado was of course an inyention. The/ 
in consequence waved futile opposition, embraeed their brethren of the 
revolutionary sections, and an opposing voice was no longer heard in the 
armed cr n\ d ol rab)>le and citizens, Uiat now^ many xeluctantlyi many 
jgnorantly, be aiogc 1 the convention. 

That assembly harl, in the mean time, met. The minister of the 
interior, Garat, and the mayor, Pache, had both thought proper to 
•ddxesi it on the disturbed state of the capital, whi(^ the surrounding 
tnnnilti and tjie report of the camum of alarm, soffieiently declare£ 
The left aide demanded that the people ahould be satisfied by the inatant 
Abolition of the committee of tweiTe. The right, on the contrary, 
moved that Henriot, the new provincial conmiandant, be called to the 
bar. Danton seconded the forrner proposal, and asked, rcasorinbly 
enough, ^^Why persist m supportiug the commission, w!ion you anmil 
its acts, and let loose those whom it arrests The oratoi s .^i >le argument 
was the expc aency and prudence of submitting for a time lo the will of 
the populace low in insurrection. Deputations succeeded each other at 
the baTi each dsing in its demands. The tiuxmlt and the menaces of the 
Q9wd wiihois \ and the galleries within, increased, ^t length, Barrto^ 
organ of the Plain, rose, and proposed that the commission of twelve 
should be brok m» and at the same time the armed force be placed at the 
^Uq^oeal of the oonvention* The Utter part of the motiaa im idl^ a 
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mere verbal set-off to the real concession. Ere it cnnld "be put to the 
Tote, another and bolder deputation arrived, demanding not merely the 
suppression, but the arrest and accusation not only of the twelve 
comroiooiunei a, but of the whole of the Gironde. After delivering this 
addresi, the mob whkh bore it broke into the conventiou, fill^Kl the 
bencheil of tiie Momitiiiii tnd prepaied to "vote wilih m had be^ done 
on a pperioua night There was no need of radi aid, howerer, to ptm 
the motion of BaiT^ then before the aesembly. The deputies of the 
Mountain passed, therefore, to the right side, leaving the left ocenpied 
by thn mob. In this situation a vot(* fir-t ordered the printing of the 
liSt address. Ilereupon Vergniaud r j=e and left the assembly, declaring 
that it was no longer free. Had ail the Giror.diats followed him it would 
have proved a wise and decisive step. Bui not being followed, ho was 
obliged to return ; and the proposal of Barrere, breaking the comnussion 
of twelve, was put to the vote and carried. 

Sneh was m flnt leaiilt gained br fhe wiarehialia. They had forced 
1iieiiiB}oiitsref the oonTentioii to ^HaK^ and abandon the offimsiTe. But 
pcaee> and a ntnm to ocder, in t^ atate of thxngai iraa impossible. The 
anarcliiati^ who had raised an inaunection to aeoure themselves irom the 
Grironde, were, no-w that they had overcome that host of talented men, 
obliged to crush them. The continuance of the insurrection could alone 
enable them to do this ; and accordingly the tocsin continued to sound, 
and the drums to beat to arms, as ii the country was in danger. All the 
population remained under arms, ignorant or terrified, each man awing 
hi^ neighbour, yet asking his neighbour what all this meant, liie 
B>ajoril7 of theae aimed citizens, comd they have vnderatood eaoh other, 
might aoon have raatored peace and order. But all irere the dupea of 
ignorance and fear, the worst qualitiea that can beset a mnldtnde, and 
iriiieh never oould haye prevailed so completely and absurdly over any 
generation, save one reared in the darkness of despotism, and then 
exposed to the blinding light of sudden and extreme liberty. 

The first of June was spent in parley betwixt the committee of public 
safety, which represented the convention, and that of the municipality, 
which represented the mob. The latter demanded the exclusion of the 
Gironde , and the assembly was not likely to pass so iniquitous a decree. 
Qarat at length proposed that the chiefa <« the two parties of the Oironde 
and of tiie Moontain should sacrifice themaelres, for the sake of peace, 
and both retire. Danton applauded liie idea. Bat Robespierre would 
not hearken to it. All att^pts were vain, and accordingly the leaders 
of the insurrection surrounded the Tuil cries, where the convention then 
?at, with its most select and ferocious bands, led by Ilenriot. The order 
was g^ven to these not to harm or offer violence to the deputies, but to 
prevent their egress or escape ; in fact, to keep them close prisoners tiii 
thev voted the exclusion of the Girondists. 

These victims of proscription were most of them collected in a distant 
lodging, deeiimngit vain to brave any longer the fory of the insurgents, 
yet soorning to fly, Barbaroux, howeTer, resolved to perish at his post, 
escaped from hia friends, and took his aeat in the assembly. Buxot 
made the same endeavour, but was j^vmted. Their cause, neverthe- 
less, was not left without defenders. lianjuinais was the first to rush to 
the tribune, yent his indignatioa at the conspixac^i and denounce the 
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au3aeioa9€0iidiiij( of lihje tmnmune^ of whidi he demanded tlie temoTiL 
^^We m acouaed of ealumniatUig PaxU. It U fdse* Paria iapuva. 
Paris ia oppressed itaelf by tjianti greedy of blood and dominatioii." Ai 

the only reply they were capable of giving to this, young Robespierre^ 
Julien, and others^ rushed and seized Lanjuinais, and endeavoured ia 
vain to drag him down from tlio tribune, to which, he held in their 
despite. A deputation came to interrupt this scene, and made the usual 
demand. It came to denounce, for the last timCy the counter-rev'olutioD- 
iats of the Girondo. "The people are tired of deferrinof their wishes! 
They give you yet an instant of time to execute them. If you hesitate to 
act for the people, we declare that the people will act for tkemselvea." 

In reply to this insolent menace the conrention passed to the order of 
the day, the last Yote that did it honour; it was one of courage and of 
peril. And yet, eren in the face of peril, had it been supported and 
sustained, there were still hopes that the cause of liberty and order might 
have survived the insurrection. But Barr^re arose, a? naual, with a 
temporary, and, what he deemed, a Bolitar}'^ expedient, and the assembly 
was induced to qnit the vantage ground of dignity and courage. Barrere 
invited the accused members to resign voluntarily their functions of 
deputies for peace-sake; and the hitherto firm majority applauded the 
expedient, though it was nought else than the most pusiUanimuua 
capitulation. In reply to Ban^re^s proposal, Isnard offered hia resign 
nation. The impetuous Barbaroux censured his colleague, and aoomed 
to yield. ^' I have no right," said he, to quit my post and betray my 
cause, and that of my constituents, in the hour of danger. I am reai^ 
to die here, hut not to yield." 

A member at this moment sought to leave the palace. He happened 
to be one of the Mountain, yet was driven back with rudeness by the 
guard, lie returned to complain. Others made the same e^say, but 
were djiven back, and their garments torn. The assembly betrayed 
its sense of insult; the very Jacobins showed themselves hurt. The 
guards were summoned to the bar, but the guiltv were not to be 
found. Barr^re on this rose, and proposed that me whole assembly 
should walk forth, and ascertain whether it was free or not. This wu 
adopted, and all the members, the yery Jacobins joining the pro- 
cession, from shame to appear accomplices in the insults offs^ed, 
proceeded out of the liall, led by their president, Herault Sechelles. 
The convention issued from the Tuilerics by iho gate of the Ca- 
rousel; the sentinels gave way in respect; but Ilenriot, amidst his 
cannoneers, signiUed to them that tiu-y must not pass uulU they 
had delivered up the twenty obnoxious members. The pre«id<^at 
turned to the soldiers, and bade them arrest " the rebeL" Henriot 
backed his horse, called to his artillerymen to stand to their pieces, and 
penristed in defending himself, and barring the way. The soldiers dared 
not to execute Hie president's oommand. The assembly, in prooeniaoi 
here d nied egress, re-entered the Tuileries, and re-issued from it on 
the other side, into the garden, but here they were cqu illy unsar;c(;?^ful. 
They tried every gate, marched r«uind the garden, but were everywhere 
denied a passage. They re-entered their hall of sitting, and there Marat 
aiid Uouthon instantly exclaimed, You see how free we are j how ioil 
of obedience are the people," 
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The Flaixi no v Isegaa to be abnoed ; uid whoa the decree for the 
arrest €f the Gironde, so lately repulsed with indignation, was ol&ied 
to the reluctant assembly, there were signs of timidity and wavering. 

" After all," said some, to vote the arrest of the proscribed wiU not 
place them in a worse state than they are in, whilst it will relieve us. 
Let ua not endanger ourselves by our obstinacy.** The (Question was 
put ; and the centre, in lieu of offering opposition, declined altogether to 
vote, the members declaring that they were no longer free. Xhe unop- 
posed voices of the Mountain then paaaed the decree^ oideiing into arrest 
the leading members of the Giionde and of the eommiaaion of tweWe* 
The original list of twenty-two was swelled to thirtyi besides the ministon 
of iBnance and foreign aflfairs. 

IL TH£ RBIGN OF XEKEOIL 

(2nd June, 1793, to 27xh July, 1794). 

* TIi.e Commiiiec of FiibHe Safety, — The governnieiit had fallen into 
the hands of Banton, Eobespierre, and ICazat. The Girondists did not 
perceive that thdr fall was final, and they made a desperate appeal to 
die departments. Vergniaud and some others, who pushed tiieir respect 
for legality to extremes, believed that the moment for justice would 
arrive for them, and accepted all the consequences of the decree of arrest, 
Petion, Barbaroux, Guadet, Louvet, Buzot, Lanjuinais, «S:c., escaped 
easily, for at first they were not closely watched, and it was not long 
ere civil war broke out between Paris and the exasperated departments. 
In the south, the centre, and the wcist, all were arminp^ on behalf of the 
vai;([ui3hed of the 2ad of June. Before lung, tjixty depai Luieats and 
moat of the principal toMrns were in arms against the Jacobins. Tho 
appearance of some of the praoribed deputies in the provinces comma- 
niuited enthusiasm and gave leaders to the revolt, that now became 

feneral. The northern departments, with those immediately around 
*aris, remained alone true to the convention« The former, menaced by 
the foreign enemy, and occupied by the republican armies, had neither 
power nor leisure to rise. But Normandy, whither most of the fugitive 
Gironde had bent their steps, at once declared against the anarchistg. 
The province summoned a representative assembly to meet at Caen ; 
raised an army ; appointed general Wimpfen to the command, and 
pushed forward its advanced posts to Evreux, within a day's journey of 
the capital. Brittanjr strove to imitate la Vendue ; whiUt the victorious 
insurgents of this region were at the moment marching upon Nantes, in 
ccder to procure themselves a stronghold and a seaport, Nantes, though 
Girondist, prepared to resist the royalists to the last ; and, in the midSe 
of June, a gaBant and general attack upon the town by the Yendesns was 
repulsed. Both parties were, however, equally hostile to the convention. 
Continuing the circuit of France, Borcli'aux was naturally indignant at the 
arrest of its deputies. It instantly despatched a rein nistrancu to Paris, 
and began O levy an army to support it. Toulouse f jilowedthe example. 
Marseilles, the hyper- revolutionary Marseilles, had anticipated the crisis. 
The Jacobins and moderate repubHcans had come to blows, and the 
finmer had socoumbed. Lyona presented the same inmh that th^ 
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gtruggle WM ttoTie fiem. Lyoni. from its mamdu^arf et idlk» gold trnH 
nlTer cmbroMery, and other articles of high luxury, had depended on 
the rich. It therefore contained an aristoonitic and royalist party, which 
iiattirally generated the other extreme, a Jacobin club; and this club had 
its Marat in Chalicr. The parties foui^ht ; the Jacobins were beaten; their 
clnb destroyed; and Chalier, after a time, tried and exeeuted. The 
partisans of the monarchy had seized thu occasion to avenge the death of 
Louis XYL, and they were found everywhere breathing forth hatred 
agaluat the revolution. The moderates, accused ul amuug at iudcraiiam. 
and projecting to organise the proTineef aeparately and independently 
of the capital, were driven at length to attraipt this in their own defence, 
aa well as in that of freedom. Divided and deelared aa parties now weie^ 
it seemed almost inevitable that tho J acobins would be crushed. More than 
two- thirds of the proyinces declared against them, whilst the English and 
Auatrians pressed them from the north and east. The Mountain was, 
however, the central power, holdins: immediately in hand the army, the 
revenue, and the administration. On the stMidard which they held up 
were all ike old ^yuibols of the revolution, whilst the provincials, eepar* 
ated Widely in space, and as widely in ideas, were under Ike imposfiibility 
of concerting either a plan of campaign, or a principle of resiatanoet* The 
Kouiitainists wm not men of hesitation ; they mada ereiT F^rtnclmany 
from eighteen to twanty-fiTe liaUe to raiHtarr serrioe^ and levied Ibw- 
teen annieSy amounting to the total of l,20O|000 soldiers. This vast 
body was supported by multiplied contributions, extorted from all who 
had means t > pay ; the remedy for any reluctance to meet their demands 
was simply death. France became a camp for the army ; a prison for the 
tax payers. Tradesmen and merchants Avcre under the surveillance of 
clubs, extended by a thousand ramifii ationa throughout all the lower 
elasd in the natiun. £vci:y one in want received forty sous per day for 
assisting at the assemblies of his seoticm, and eveir section haid its revo* 
Itttionaiy committeea and granted its oertifieates of civismt 

In themeanwhilOy a young Norman girl showed moEO hefoism than tha 
united party, and came to add, if possihU, to the popular effervescence. She 
was a female of great beauty and courage. Marat had denumded her 
lover aa an enemy of tho republie, and caused his assassination ; and she 
determined to rid the country of one whose enormities had risen to such 
a hei^^dit, that he was everywhere regarded aa the head of that class so 
emphutically < alUd Luucurs demnff (the drinkers of blood). Inspired with 
a deep-rooted hatred against Marat, Charlotte CorJay left her home, and 
on arriving at Paris (July 12, 1793), she went to hia house, but was not 
admitted. On the same eremng she wrote to him as follows : '^Gitisen, 
I have just now oome from Caen. Your love for your conntry no doiibl 
makes you desirous of being informed of the unha|^ trsnsactioiu in 
that part of the republic. Grant me an interview for a moment. I have 
important discovcric3 to make to 3^ou." The following day cf^mc, and, 
with a dagger iu h<^r h-^^oin, she proceeded to the liouso of Marat, who, 
just on th(; point of commg out of his bath, immediately gave orders that 
the should be admitted. The assemblies at Calvados were tho first sub- 
ject oi conversation, aud Marat heard with eagerness the names of those 
who were present at tiiem* ^iiSl these/' he ezdaimedt ''shall be 
guillotiiMd.'' At tiim woida Oh«riott» {Iwiged hir dagger into hi« 
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bdtem, and fee immediately ©xpii-ed, uttering the words To me, my 
friend ! " Meanwhile the maid remained calm and tranquil, as the 
priebtess before the altar, in the midst of the tumult and coiilu&ioB. iiha 
wm ttllarwizds eondocM u a prisoner to the Ablurjre. A yoimm man, 
irho begged to die ia her pl«ee» was also condemned to dealiL Her int 
eare was to im^ore the forgiyenees of her Either, for disposing of her 
life wiAout his knowledge. She then wrote to Barhatoiiz as fidlows : 

To»mi»roir, at fiye o'clock, my trial begins; and on the same day! 
h-^pe to meet with Erutua and the other patriots in Elysium." She 
app( ( d before the rcvulutionary tribunal with a dignided air, and her 
lepUeri were firm and noble. She spoke of her deed as a duty she owed 
to her < (:>\mtry. Her defender (Ohaveau Lagardc), full of astonishment 
at her courage, crwd out, Yuu hear the accujjed herself. iSiio confesses 
hsr erime ; she admits that she has oooUy reflected upon it ; she oonoeda 
no einsnmstaaoe of it ; and she wishes lor no deifenoe. litis unshaken, 
nslmimsi : this total abandonment of herself; these appeavaaoes of the 
Titmoat internal tranquillity, are not natural. Such appearanoes are not 
to be explained <mly by that polltioal fanaticism which armed her hand 
with the dagger- To you, then, gentlemen of the jury, it belongs to 
judge what weight this moral view may have in the scale of justice ! '* 
His words coul'l make no impression on tho minds of the judges. She 
was condemned and led to the scaffold; retaining her calmness and pre- 
sence 01 mind to the last, though pursued by the crowd with yells and 
ahouts of execration. She suffered by the guillotine, July 17> 1793. 
Thk stroke of the dagger only added to the power of the Mounlsdn. It 
oot etf one sangninary wvetohi but it had the effect of endearing to the 
vahUe his memory and policy. The blow was considered to haye been 
dinoted hy the Gmmde; and a reason or pretext was thus afforded 
for condemning the imprisoned deputies. Up to this time, speeches in 
favour of moderation were heard in the assembly. Arrests took place, 
hu' no executions. The discussion of the ni .v constitution promised a 
return to a system of law and order. The general insurrection of the 
provinces tempered tho zeal, if it did not excite the fears, of the leaders 
in the capital. As tho provinces succumbed, however, feelings of irrita- 
tion and yengeance appeared ; the reydutionary monster felt the letam 
of its ttooess of fury, that had for a moment been allayed. The new 
constitution, one as democratic as could well he formed, was to he 
p'-oclaimed and inaugurated on the 10th of August. The departments, 
which in two months had almost all given in their submission to the 
convention, were requested to send commissaries to Paris, in to1:cn of 
reconciliation. They came, and on the 10th of August Paris enjoyed the 
spectacle of a third federation, celebrating the birth of the third constitii* 
tiou that had been framed in the short space of four years. 

Lyons and Toulon were taken ; the Vendcans were defeated, and their 
country laid waste by moyeable diyistons, called the infernal eohnntts^ 
which exhausted the means of rebellion. The yietory of the dominant 
party was signslised hy the most frightfiil executions and carnage. The 
yary name of Lyons was struck out ; and, because the guillotine could not 
do its work with su^cient rapidity, the victims were out down by 
dischargfx? of grape shot. At Nante% hundreds of persooB were tied back 
to bad^ and thrown into the Loire. 
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liiu moat remarkable event in the militaiy history of 1793, k the 
siege of Toulon ; not 00 mnch for its imiiortaiioey aaficbm ito flnt Inringing 
to light the ta)eat» of Napoim Booaaporte* Ha wtm bonk in Ooniea^ w- 
a good family, in L769, aad educated at the axtillerr school of Bzimbm. 
As all the students of these establishments, and, inaeedy all inteaiod to 
hold rank in the army under tiie dd r^g;ime, wm noble, the ofAcem 
emigrated at the revolution ; Buonaparte and three comrp.des being the 
only ones that remained of hia regiment. The place of an officer of 
artUlery could not bo supplied from the lower and inferior ranks of life, 
a3 those of the lino were m France; and thus he found himself, at the 
age oi tweuiy-ioui, with lliu rank of major and the chief of his army 
before Toulom Two suooessiye generals appointed to conduct the siege 
were totally ignorsn^ of theirsroliossion* Tne membexs of the eonyentiai 
present withthe army wereselAuflSicient, andsdll less capableof oondnotin g 
a siege* The task fell upon young Buonaparte, who had not only to devise 
andoQunsel, buttomakeitpievail. The latter heeffccted by reports and writ* 
ten plana, that proved his talents to the war committee at home, as his acta 
proved them to the besieging army. Instead of making a regular attack upon 
the main fortification, he proposed to get possession of the prominent points 
commaudmg the harbour, which would render it untenable to the English 
fleet. Were tbia uuce effected, the motley gaiTisou, he knew, would not hold 
the town. Although amounting to 14,000, it numbered but 3,000 Engli^ 
Eyen the cominander, 0*Han^ was taken in a sortie* Xbe impotent 
posts designated by Baonaparte were oaptnied ; and, aa tiie eannon tern 
th cm reached the fleet, the evacuation of the town waa decided on. 'Gm 
Snglish, in departing, set Are to the magazines, and to the Prench fleet, 
consisting of nine vessels of the line and four frigates : a melancholy 
spectacle to the men of Toulon, an cxaeperating one to their republican 
conquerors. The circum stances of the siege were, however, as useful to 
the cause of the latter. It proved an example to awe all towua and 
parties from mounting the white flag of the Bourbons, or from 
receiving, under any pretext, the enemies of their country within their 
walls. 

Blood floired in torveota at Toidon, at ManeiUea; at Caen and al 
Bordeaux the executioaB were less general, because the repreasion had 
been easier. At Paris the revolutionary ttibunal sat without interraisaion, 

and the scaffold was continually in operation. Marie Antoinette appeared 
before her judges on the Mtli October, 1793. By areftnemeut of eruelty 
she had been eeparati-d irom her son, and the ymnif^ prince eriti uitxd to 
the tutelage of a uoblilor named Simon, who ti eaLed him with barbaroiis 
severity. The qiu in htroclf was transferred from the Temple to a 
cuiumon malefaclui 'b dungeon lu the Conciergerie, where she remained 
two months. Brought bofiore the tribunal, she heard with dtgnit?^ 
and resignation the usual list of erimea laid to her oharge, nntd 
fhe depositions of Hebert pronounced new and unheard-of homn. 
She replied with finiufiesB and decision, and a just indignation, axdi 
she heard her seotenee pronouneed with perlsct calmness. On the 
following monring, when she ascended the cart which conveyed her to 
the scaflold, it was obaervcd that grief had distorted her fea'tnres, and in 
the damp unwholesome prison she had almost loat one of her eyes. A 
deep silence reigned| and the people, bofur^ so furiouSi seemed to be iaiki 
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with shame and awe. "WTien she reached the top of the scaLFold, she 
threvT heracif ua her knees, exclaiming, ** 0 Lord, enlighten and 
mffect my executioner. i\irewell, my children, for ever; I go to your 
father.'* Thus i<uticlicd the lovely Marie Antoinette, in the 38th year 
of her age« 

jK^oame the turn (tf the Gtrondiats, in whose names thexeMIioii in the 
d^artme^ts had talceft place ; they were twenty-one in number^ Briasot, 
YeKgniaud, Gensonne, Fooj^^def Ducos, Yalaze, liasouroei Sillery, Qat» 
dioily Qarca, Duprat Beauvais, Buchatel, Mainvielle, Lacaze, Duperret, 
Faiichet (constitutional hishop of Calvados), Boileaii, Lehanly, Antiboul, 
and Vigeo. Un hearing his sentence of death, Valaze' stabbed himself 
with a dagger, and fell dead. Lasource exclaimed, " I die ut a moment 
when the peophshave lost their eenses ; you will die on the day they will 
reix>ver it." They walked to the place of execution singing the J/<?r- 
setSaiaef and exhibited in death that firmness which, had it beeu 
diaplatyed in tlie acta of UMir politioal life, would at least have saved 
th^ memory from reprobatbn, and most probably have insured them a 
glorious and successful career, ^heduke of Orleans, Philip £galite, who 
had played so pitiful a part in the revolution, speedily followed them^ as 
did Baiily, the mayor of Paris, to whom the massacre of the Champ de 
MarSf under the constituent assembly, had not been forgiven, and whom, 
by a refinement otcruelty, the mob employed, on the day of his execution, 
in displacing and dra^t^ujg his gibbet from one place to another. The 
old man, as he awaited the executioner, was seen to tremble under his 
many year^ and the winter's day. *' You tremble, Bailiy," sneered one of 
his goarda. 'Tis from oold," replied the aged man. 

Tite beattHM and gifred Madame Boland was also guillotined, fbr 
women were not protected by their Sex, and fell like the rest. When 
condemned to death, she conducted herself with great firmness, exclaiming 
alike time of her execution, " Ob, liberty, what crimes are committed in 
thy name ! '* JT<'t husband, on learning her death, stabbed himself. 
The Girondists who had escaped Avere not more lurtunate. Grange- 
j>p^ve, Sallcs, Guadet, and BarlMroux peri:ihcu at Bordeaux. I3uzot and 
the philosophical Condorcet put an end to their existence. The body of 
Petion, who had escaped to the department of Calvados, was found in a 
field, Imlf devoured by wolves, and it was supposed that he had perished 
from bungev. Babaut was executed at Saint Etienne, Vakdy at Peri* 
gusrox. Ohaaib<m at Luhsrsac* 

FaU ef Hebert and of Iktnton, — The committee of public safety and 
its Judicial instrument pursued a similar course. As the revolutionists 
were introducing a new ordrr of things, they thought it not beneath their 
vocation to reform the calendar. They began their reckoning at the time 
when the republic was proclaimed, and divided the year into twelve 
months of thirty days each, under the names of vcndemiairey bruwairey 
and friuiaire^ for toe autumn ; of uivosCf phiviosey and vcntose^ for the 
winter ; of germinal^ /hf^ul, and prairial^ for the spring ; and of Me^sidor, 
ihtrmULor^ tokdfrmtidor, for the aummier; each month in three decides, 
wlueh were called prmvH, dmdi^ tHdi^ fimtidi, gnitOidif hxH^ 
oetidi, nonidiy decadi, and the five romafning days were dignified with the 
appellation ofsans ciiloitidc^. The progress of the revolntiODary movement 
wai aingqiarly logjeaiiuthe ey^sof its ehiefe^ they had pvoaetibedtbeindivi* 
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dnals belongin g to another epoch, they now were al^olishmg its remembrance^ 
and the time had arrived to linish with the ancient religion, whieli partook 
somewhat of the monarchy. Ghaumette, the procureur of the commuaei 
and Hebert, its secretary, set themselves at tin hc.-ui of the project. On 
the 7th November, 17^)3, they either terrified or luduccd Gobel, orch- 
bulLGp (tf Palis, with other lenegade biahops aad clcr^, including Julieoi 
A protectant minister^ to amar at the har of the conyention, imd iti^ 
themaelTeaof thdr Bacerdotal g^omenta, and dedare that they rej eoted cMa* 
tianity as a religion* The goddeaa jBmwmi was set np to be worshipped, and 
anbetantially npraaented by a female, in the nudity of her ianooeoft 
charms. This new idol was enthroned in the church of Notre Bame. 
Kobespierre, Danton, the conveiition itself, blushed at such a scene; 
shame made even them recoil. They affectud to slop at deism, although 
their attempts to separate it from atheism were a? unsuccessful aa that el 
the Giionde had been to separate iibexLy iruiu license. 

These absurd scenes were instigated by the dregs of the revolutionists^ 
sneh as Gfa»Biiiette| Hebert, Yinoent, Momoro^ the Fhissiaii ^"'H^'tk^ 
GlootZy the orator of tbe human raoOi" and general Bonsin, and -frtilih. 
being only cried up inHebert's journal, the Pere J>iic/i(s>ie, were not 
destined to be of long duratioii. .These madmen, who sided with IIm 
vilest [md most Tiolent of the populace, were already raising an outcry 
against what they termed the ^wotfera^^?.?, and \\'orij endeavouring to excite 
fresh excesses, they had become dangerous by their turbulence, and were 
fumcrj till g- a struggle againat the committee of public safet}^. Kobespierre 
had the w it to perceive that the cia ient was setting in the wioDg direo* 
tion, and, moreover, the courage to resist and turn it right. The revoliitioDi 
in his opiiiion. had deaeended fax enough ; he wished that it ahovild ooar- 
tanue indeed, but on a lerel, not a downward course. He therefore aat hii 
face against the anarchiste, thundered against Hebert, and boldly attadM 
the commune, whidi he accused of setting up A new and aristocratic 
religion. Atheism,** said Robespierre, " is aristocratic ; it is the natural 
religion of the lazy and the rich. On the contrary, the belief in a Deity 
is a popular, a universal belief; moreover, a necessary one* ^ God did 
notex'ftt^ tec shouid vivoit lli>n.** 

Another party had altso fonned itself out of the conmiittoes, which, 
believing the revolution terminated, and the republic now uut at 
danger, was repugnant to rigorous measures, and wished to attach 
the Yanquished to the popular cause, instead of exterminating them* 
It was headed by Danton, who still possessed the greatest revciu- 
tionary renown of the daj ; this man, who had been the piioeipal 
instigator of the massaorea of September, who had never rec^led 
before the most terrible necessities, had become moved by the execution 
of the Girondists, which lie deemed nncuUed lor, and hxrai that moment 
he had dreamt of the return of the government to moderation. He had 
imparted his hopes to some trusty friends, such as Pliilippcaux, LacroLx, 
and Cuimile Ucsmoulins, alter v, hich lie had retired with his young wile, 
of whom he was deeply enamoured, to Arcia-suivAube, where he contem- 
plated liying peacefol^. The impetuous Camille Desmouliaa diviilBsd 
his idea, and popularised it in a journal which he had commenced, and 
ealled the Vimuf Oerdelier^ in opposition to Hebert, and in which he 
exhibited a ttMTity andxefiimmt blended withforcoi % power of wziti4§ 
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in Acdtf that the most onlfiyated 

Rulippeanz, accused generals Eonsin and Itossignol, the fayouritescTtha 
commune^ who had comoiMided with aU brutality iiila Vendee. Theywm 
put in arrest. The committee of public safety became alarmed; the new 
moderates attacked their dictatorial power, and their principal measures ; 
they demanded the repression of the Ilebertists ; the setting at liberty of 
all suspected persons; the abolition of the revolutionary tribunal; and 
tlie establishment of a committee of clemency. They arraigned by name 
Billaud-Yareimes, Saint J ust, and Collot d'Herbois, whose inflexibility 
fleemed to them inourable; but thirf had respected BobesmeRe, whose 
moral influence was immense; and when IlaDton, reealled hy them, 
returned from Arcis-sur-Anbe, he had in inter?iew with the ^< incorrup- 
tible," who had remained neutral betweenthe two parties. The two rivals 
seemed at first to understand each other: Robespierre defended Danton at 
the Jacobin club, and corrected himself the proofs of his journal. This 
p:ood understanding, however, did not last long; Billaud, Collot, and 
Saint Just, who saw themselves threatened, v/orked upon their colleague, 
aad re- awakened his former jealousy, and obtained from him the sacrifice 
of the Dantonists, by abandoning to him in return the anarchists of the 
cosnmmie. Bobespiem ascended tribnae^ and aoooeed the twa 
liMituHui of the modmte and the nltia"Wdationwts» irko, aader diffaimU 
bannan, he aaid| were tending to the same aad, Tia.^ the disorganisation 
of the popular government, the rain of the conventioiif and the triumph 
of tyrumy. Saint Just expressed himself still more openly. In the 
evening, the public accuser, Pouquier-Tinville, caused Hebert, Vincent, 
general Konsin, Momoro, Chaumette, the apostate archbishop Gobel, and 
Anacharsis Clootz, to be arrested. The club of the Cordeliers, which was 
devoted to them, placed a veil over the declaration of the rights of man, 
and endeavoured to stir up the people in their favour ; but their efibrta 
were imheeded. On the 27th of March, 1794, they weia takett to tiie 
Flaea of the Bevblution and guiUotined. Oeiatempt and uunilt were 
added to the severity of their auflbrings, and ttiey died amid the hoot- 
ings of the populace. 

The Jactbins, although coneenting to the destruction of those who 
owtrivallod them in revolutionary zeal, were not without qualms, which 
the exultation of the moderates increased. Robespierre had been accused 
of modcratism. It behoved him, as before, to wash away that stain in 
blood. Danton was warned of his danger. He confided in his past 
power and the old popularity of bis name, and could not believe in so 
much audacity. But not long after he was taken, togetheririlh Lacroix, 
Philippeauz, and Camille Desmoulins, and oonduoted to the Luxembourg. 
At this news, tiie conyention, which had long been mate, became agitated^ 
and Legendre dared to make a motion in favour of his friends; but 
Bobeepierre ascended the tribune : From the disquietude, which has 
hmg been foreign to this a^^embly," exclaimed he; "from the agitation 
which the motion of the previous speaker has produced, it is easily seen 
that a great principle is at stake, and that we have to decide whether 
some men will this day prevail against the country." The convention 
was subdued, remained silent, and i mpe ached Danton, Camille Desmou- 
lins, Philippeauz, Lacroix, general westenaaan, Ofaabot^ Baalie, Fahre 
d'Eglantinc; ]>elauna7, H^ranltde 8<eli6Bee> aad some more obeenremen^ 
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When brought before the rerolutionary tribunal, the accused defended 
themselves vigorou&ly} and alarmed the j udges by the vehemence and ^rmneas 
of their mwen ; it was impoaaiUfl to impoie oilMioe upon tiiem. On his 
fbat ezfuniofltioDy Daaton Mid, am J)anton, mffidratlj knovm 
in the revolution ; my body ml soon return to nothingneas, and mf 
name bo in tho Pantheon/' He was indignant at tho icwa of faia beiqg 
even acouBed. "What ! Danton and Desmoulina ! the one who began the 
revolution, and the other who accomplished it on the 10th August! 
"Weil might it bo said, that tho revolution, like Saturn, pi oduoed its 
cbildri ]i but to dcvoiu" them. They, too, passed to the scatfuld which 
they liad erec ted, and to which tin y had sent eo many. Desmouiina 
died almoBt unmanned, by the thoughts of a young and loving wife, who 
underwent a similar fate. Danton, at the foot of the scaffold, was pre- 
Tontod by tho oxecutioiier fiom embraeing bis fnead Hdrault. ** Oa^ 
churl, you oan't at least ponmnt our heads nom embradn^ in your aask; 
One thing consoles me : it is that Eobespierre will fouov me. Why 
i^oiild I regret to die ? I have enjoyed the revolution ; have spent, kttfo 
drank, have debauched. Let us go to elumber.'* Such were amongst 
the last, and, with his life, but too consistent, words of Danton. What 
an epoch, when such men of blopd were doomed to endanger themselTOS 
in invoking clemency, and perish in the cause of humanity! 

Mobespicrre, — It was not long ere the prophecy of Danton was ful tilled. 
Threatened by ciiriL and foreign war, the republic had invested the 
committee of pttblio safety with unlimited power, which they exercised 
with terrible energy. All the relics of &o noUe families were mrar 
sacriflloed. The duo de Ghatelet^ the marshals of Koailles and MaiOiy, 
men of eighty years, too aged to emigrate ; the dukes of Bethunc and 
Villeroy, many of the members of the old magistracy ; Malesherbes, the 
defender of Louis, all his family, children and grand-children, perished 
together. Men were wanting, and the rage of tho teiTori^ts vented itself 
upon women, who perished at this epoch in gn ntcr numbers than the 
other sex. Madame du Barri and the duchesse de Grammont — persuoages 
thai reu'iU the memory of Louis XV. — survived to die on the scaflbld of 
the roTolutum* The wimi of the condemned were always included in 
the sentence. One day saw a troop of girls proceed to die, for having 
made a cockade or carolled an imprudent air; the next, an establishment 
of nuns or a crowd of poor peasant women from La Vendee, tied and 
heaped in carts, like calves, and ignorant of their guilt and their fate, 
stupified with fear, as they went to slaughter. The princess Elizabtthi 
sister of Louis, made at this time one of a devoted batch, and perishid 
almost vmnoticed. The inhabitants of the streets through which these 
daily processions passed became at length disgusted, and dared to fhovv- it 
by shutting their shops. The Fcaffold was, in cousequenc-ef removed to 
the opposite eztremi^ of Paris: not, however, relaxing its activity. 
Kor were such scenes confined to the capital; Carrier was sent on a 
mission to La Vendde, where he caused thousands of Tictima, nea, 
women, and children, to be drowned, beheaded, or shot ; the ordinary 
mode of execution being too tardy for him. He housed his victims in 
the marine st^yres, tied them in couples, and embarked them in boats 
prepared for tho purpose ; they put out laden ; a plank was struck out 
when at a su^oiont difitonoe from th^ shorct ParJuiefla and tho tide 
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concealed the extent of the wholesale Tivuder, which was revealed, 
however, by the islands of floating" carcasses besetting ships as they 
entered the river, and by the fish provina: poisonous because gorged with 
such unusual food. Such is but a feeble outiiue of iho T<irror. it is 
impossible to detail the horrors of the triamTirate of blood, consisting of 
Eobeepierrei Saint J iib% and Ooutlioii. For four moatlis this eommittee 
of pubUo niSbtf iraa paianiminti the sole means of gOTemmait being 
death. 

JBtobespierre had reached the summit of |K)wer, every eye was fixed 
upon him ; the chib of the Jacobins had surnamed him ** the good genius 
of the republic,'* and the convention trembled at his voice. In the eyes 
of foreigners, he personified the entire of the revolution; in those 
of the people he personified all the republican virtues, by some 
fanatics he was already deemed a messiah, or at least an inspired 
prophet. This was more than was needed to inflate the ridiculous vanity 
<tf dus man, and to urge him on to greater blasphenrr* The vorship of 
reason had fallen into oblivion sinoe the fall of the Hebertists. He had 
made the convention decree the existi ik c of God and the immortality of 
the soul, and to institute periodical fetes dedicated to Truths to Jmtice^ 
to Modesty^ to Friendship^ to Fntgality^ to Oood-faith^ to Glorij^ to 
Lmnortalityy to Misfortune, &c. On the 8th of tfune, 1794, the new 
religion was inaugurated by a brilliant ceremony, and Robespierre in 
person celebrated what he impiously termed The Feast of the iSupreme 
Being." Some days before an attempt at assassination, which had only 
seriously threatened the days of Collot d'Herbois, had given the Jacobins 
the opportunity of giving vent without measure to their enthusiasm, sod 
to celebrate the virtue, the genius and eloqnenoe of the jfreat mem of the 
republic. Robespierre took all this flattory in earnest, and on the 8tii 
of June, the day of the ceremonial, clothed in a splendid costume, plumed 
and robed, bearing flowers and ears of com in his hand, in the proeession 
from the Tuileries to the Champ de Mars, ho affected to walk alone, far 
in advance of the convention, as if by this calculated isolation he wished 
to familiarise the public mind with the idea of his usurpation. Inebriated 
with triumph, he smiled, and his couutenante beamed with joy and satis- 
faction, and the moderates, on beholding kim, hoped he would announce 
tile advent of a milder and more gentle role. UnfortcniAtely such was 
not the case, and he was heard to say-*-^* People, let us give up ourselves 
this day to the transports of a pure joy. To morrour we wiU again 
oombal against vice and tyrants." Two days after Gouthon piesentM to 
the convention the famous law of the 22nd PrairiaL 

The committee of public snft ty proceeded still farther in the path of 
extermination, notwiihslAndmg all the violent crisis of foreign war and 
inteniai rebellion, which had placed the republic in danger, and which 
might have served as a pretest for the levukitiunary violence, had 
disappeared. La Vendee had no longer any great armies, the inJfemal 
coliimns of general Tnireau had travened m& land in every direotioBy 
bundng the villages and foreats, huntmg down the rebcb, and putting 
everythiog pitalettly to the sword. These implacable measures haa 
aroused aU that remained of the Yendeans, but they were incapable of 
sustaining the struggle; they only fougbt for their personal existence, 
viUiottt ohie&i for La Hochejaquelin died on the 4tk of Maceh, and 
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StofBlet and Charette were only left, without aamiiiiiitioaif and without t 
rallying point. In this despente situation moderatioa most of needs 

disarm them, an^ the successor of Turreaii, Timeux, commenced the 
work of pa( ideation. In the north, Pichegru had been victorious, and 
invaded maritime Flanders ; Cliirfait and the duke of York were defeated 
at Moeserven, at Courtraj, at Turcoing, andat Hoof^lede, whilst Jourdan, 
with the armies of the MoscUe aud the Ardennes, had ioi xed Lne passage of 
the Sambie, and gained orer the prince of Cohurg the battle of Fleums, 
penetnted the Netfaerianda, and ^Sseted Bnusela Ida junction witii 
the army of the norths whilat tbe Austiiaaa were driven back beyond iba 
AYaal. In the Yosges, the geneiala Moreau and Michaad had destroyed 
the Prussians at Neufitadt» JBdenkoben, and Trippstadt, carried the heifhts 
of Kaiserlautem, and invaded the electorate of Treves, in order to place 
themselves in conimuiiic Litiua with the army of Jourdan, which had 
taken the name of the army of the Sambrc aud Mouse. In the Alp?, the 
little St. Bernard and Mont-Cenis had been taken ; in Sardinia, general 
Dumerbrin had driven the imperialists from Ponte di Nave, made 
Ormea and Saorgio capitulate, taken posseseion of Tenda, and established 
himaelf oin the otber ride of tlieBuuitBne Alpa. On the fkoatiiera of the 
Fymnees, Dugommier had foned the fipaauh camp of BonloOf retaken 
CoUioure and Port Yendres, and ^loncey, eroaaing the Bidaaaoa, had 
oeenpied the yalley of Baatan, carried Fontarafaiay Mid triug^oirted tlia 
theatre of war to the enemy's territory. 

Thu3 the republic was cveiywhere victorious, and the ri^urs of the 
triumvirate had no longer the excuse of reverses. Nevertheless Couthoa 
pro])ost'd, on the 22nd Prainalj to the convention a terrible law, which 
suppressed every guarantee of defence, and which placed the whole 
nation at the absolute discretion of the public accu&ei. The a;«embly, 
whieh had remained pasaiva ainoe the death of Danton, aonunoneda 
remnant of eneigy to anpport ft motion of adjoiunmenti but the all« 
poweiM Toiee of Kobespierre omshed all resistance, and the zmfai* 
tioaary tribunal sent iox^ daily cart loads of victinis. 

All the illuatrious prisoners had already perished ; it was now the turn 
of the more obscure ones ; and from the 10th of June to the 27th of July, 
twelve Imndred and eighty-five persons were sent to the scalftjld. For- 
tunately the reign of terror was drawing to a close ; the triumvirate of 
Robespierre, Couthon, and Saint Just disquieted their colleagues, 
Billaud-Yarennes, Collot d'Herbuis, and lianiae, whose influence was 
daSy diminidiing. 

ThB moat inflaential membera of the committee of general safety, 
Amafi Yadier, and Yonland, had aufoed the ^beitiata to perish 
reluctantly, and they saw their authority gradually waning. ^ the 
convention the friends of Danton^Tidlien, Bourdon, and nuzneroua othecs, 
drended a new list of proscriptions, at the head of which their names 
if.ight figure. All these various resentments gradually came into play» 
and the i>|)popition gained strength in spite of fear. A conspiracy was 
formed for Ro])espierre*B destruction. Instead of acting with his 
accustomed decision, he secluded himself from the public for more than a 
month. On the 8th Thennidon howeTer, he again appeared in the 
DonTenHen. and Tiolently attacked thoae who wiabed to deatsoy the 
-fepobiioy alhar emaaa oar aodanitioB; hahadthnapmseadedagaiait 
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Hcbert and Danton, and he calculated upon a similar result. The 
convention, Ftill undecided, nejtlier applauded nor murmured; the 
Jacobix-s, who were entirely di ^ oted to him, drowned his speech with 
fmitic acciamationa, and the struggle was adjouined to Uic morrow. 
The momwi 9th Thennidor, proved decisive. The night was spent 
bofih jjttrtks in msking prepaiataoiu for the struggle. When the 
siting opened^ St. Just got possession of the tribune, and, under pretenoe 
of zeading a report, oonunenced a denunciation. Tallien interrupted 
him vehementlj, and demanded that the veil should he rent asunder. 
Billaud Varennes interr^tpted Ttdlicn, and took the lead against Robes- 
pierre, lie openly deuoimced the dictatoiial projects of Robespierre, 
ihe latter rushed to the tribune to answer. But universal cries of 
" D«jwn with tlk? tyrant !" drowned his voice, and prevented him from 
being heard. A icarful tumult prevailed thi'oughuut tiie hall^ the 
president Thuriot rang his hell, and Eobespierre,at the foot of the tnbune 
ladfMumngat the mouth in the frenzy of ezertiioa and despair, oried in 
"wma in terms of the greatest exasperation, For, the last time, president 
cf Msassina, I ask liberty to speak !" In vain he asked to be heard ; he 
turned to all sides of the assembly, and encountered nothing but icy 
looks. His voice and his strength at last failed him. The blood of 
Danton stifles thee," observed a member. Ha! 'tis Danton you would 
avenge,'* replied he, snatching at the least advantage. His arrest was 



and demanded to be included in the decree. Gouthon, [St. Just, and 
Ltjba3 were also added. They were ordered to the bar, and descended 
vith imprecations ; but not an officer of the house could he found hold 
enough to take the dreaded men into arrest At length some gendaimes 
Vire procured to take charge of them. 

canvention triumphed vithin, but the struggle was not over. 
The council general of the commune had assembled together on the tot 
tidings of the aiTes*^ of Robespierre and his colleagues, who were rescued 
and conveyed to the Hotel dc Ville, where they were received with open 
^irras. The mayor Fleuriot proclaimed the insurrection ; the club of tlie 
Jacobins declared its sittings permanent, and the commander, Henriot, 
who had at iirdi been arrested, had buen liberated by two hundi*ed 
gunners, and placed himself at the head of the armed force. He axrived 
in the Place da Caioussl, and ordered the guns to he levelled against the 
Ul of the convention. It was a critical moment for the convention. 

Citisens," said the president, -who had covered himself as a symptom of 
dsrtnss, this is the moment to die at our posts and all the represen- 
tatives sat down in expectation of the first cannon shot. It was, how- 
ever, a false alarm : llenriut could not induce his gunners to begin the 
fi"e;they were shaken in their firmness by emissaries who penetrated 
amongst them, and acquaiuted them with the decree outlawing the 
jtobojpierrea and their party. The apathy of the populace, the want of 
spirit in the leaders, who scarcely showed themselves, but remained in 
sicret and irresolute council^ contributed to the defection of the gunners, 
the gieater part of whom drew off at length, and ahandoned the Hotel do 
Villt. Thus, ahout midnight, when the force under the orders of the 
esnwtion snnDunded the hotel and occupied the place, there was 
ioanslj Aoiga of xeautaifie. Sven vitbin the dooi% in the mansion 
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and faU onghold of tho commune, there w&s as little oppositioii* A few 
gendarmes were able to make their way up tha ataircaaei and la wujtkm 
me conapiratora. 

At the sight of the troopa of the oonvention, wliich were comaaniiai 
by Barras, the triumvirate uoderatood they were lost. Robespierre took 
a pistol, put the muzzle to his mouth, and drew the trigger, intending to 
blow out his brains; but tho ball fractured his lower jaw, and he was 
thus suhjrctcd to protracted snfft-rin^, which cxciti-d neither ?ympathy 
nor compassioa. He was conveyed to the committee-rooia oi public 
safety, the hall of his reign, laid on the table on wliieh ho had si^cd so 
many death wanauts, aud left there to await hia late amidst the 
maledictions of those who aurroimded him. Iiebas also diaehar^ 
a pistol against himself, and with surer aim. Bobespierre tha 
yoiuger jumped from a third floor window without aucceeding 
in killing himself. Cuuthon hid himself under a table and wouaded 
himself with a knife, but was afraid to strike. llenriot was 
thrown out uf a vrindow by one of hi3 own comrades, who upbraided 
him with his cawardi and survived his fall to crawl into a drain. St, 
Just awaited his enemies without chnnj^ing countenanLC. Their out- 
lawry rendering trial unnecessary, th('y wcro seized and hurried to the 
guillotine (28ih July, 1794), where they suffered part of the punishment 
due to their accumulated crimes. Robespierre neTer spoke after his 
capture, despite the host of questions put, and imprecations heaped upon 
him. He died, as well as St. Just, with the wonted courage of the time 
in facing death. His brother and llenriot were decapitated also, though 
already expiring from the effects of their fall. Simon the cobbler, and 
barhvous tutor of thn unfortunate son of Loui^ XVF , was executed also. 
Twenty-two heads fell on that day, and tins time the acclamations and 
applause of more respectable citizens were heard mingling with those of 
the rabble round the fatal scaffold. The reign of terror was at an end. 
And thus a terrible retribution awaited the boveral actors in the varying 
scenes of the revolution : the Royalists, theOonstitutionalistSy the Giron- 
dists, the Mountain, the Terrorists, and the Anarchists. 

III. DISSOLUTION OF THE GONYBKTION 

(27xH July, 1794, to 26ia Octobsa, 1795.) 

I^cffrft'on. — The fall of RoberpieiTC was everywhere received with the 
liveliest demonRtrntions of satisfaction. The convention resumed all the 
power of wliieli it had been divested since the establishmeut of ihc 
revolutionary govemment, and the committee of public aafety, whiok 
had 80 completely dominated over it, and which for nearly a year had 
only obtained a renewal of its monthly powers as a matter of fcira« 
re-entcrt d iii> on its dependence as before the iBSurrection of the 31st of 
May. Ibe Mountain had succumbed in consequence of disunion hayis^ 
br oi^i n out in its ranli«^. Bi!laud-Vbrt nnc?, ]?arrcrc, CoUut d'llerbois, 
and their colipagues of ihv committeo of general safety, seeing that a reac- 
tion wag irni ending, drew th<nr ranks thm-r, and summoned to their aid 
the purest men of their party, who had only co-operated passivelv ont}i4C5 
revolutionary dramas, but who feared the counter-re vuiuuua, auui ao 
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Camban, Carnot, Pneur, &c. Out of the assembly tlify rested forsupport upon 
the weeded club ol the Jacobins, an*] upon i,he remnant of the EobesDierro 
faction, wbidi, for want of better, rallied themselves to them. Tlie men, 
on the other hand, calletl fmderate in the langua^^c of the day, assumed 
their new name of Tlwnnidoyiam^ as if to cut oil all conne:^ioii with the 
past; made theouidves masters of the sections which had loarched with 
iheaa against the commune, and vera preparing to comhat their nev 
AfiTenariea* Being masters of the convention, they immediately aholished 
the mr^asures which had principally oontribated to the maintenance of 
the triumviral tyranny. They re -organised, on more moderate hases, and 
Ti-ith tlhI ffuaranteea, the revolutionary tribunal ; they impeached 
Fonquier Tinville, who had so cruelly abused his redoubtable functions 
as public accuser, and who was denounced by Freron, in these appro- 
priate words — I demand that Fouquier Tinville may wear oft" the 
remains of his drunken surfeit of biood lu iiuU." J5eiug tried and 
condemned to the gaillotinc, the people used his own death-deaUng 
phrase as he went to execution; wmle he replied with hoarse curses and 
iistorted gesticulations, to their execrations ; but his courage failed him 
at the foot of the scaffold, and he died like a coward. The law of tibe 
Frairiai was likewise abolished, and the setting at Uherty of 
•upppcted persons was effected with great precaution. The executive 
government was modified. Of the twelve members of tho com- 
mittee of public safety, three were to be renewed eacli month, by 
which provibiou Tallien immediately entered, Collot and Billaud ceasing 
to belong to it. Just vengeance, too, though slow, did not altogether 
sleep. The judges of the tribunal of blood, and the public accusers, were 
lent to the scaffold. Steps were taken to hring the pro*consul3 Carrier 
•nd liebon to the same fate. Some of the leading members of tiie 
eommittee of general safety were put in arrest* These measures, how* 
«fer wise, and short of just retribution, were sufficient to alarm the 
terrorists and those implicated in the extreme and violent acts of the 
r*- volution. Nor were the moderate and reactionary party out of doors 
eatisfied. So many had the deaths of fathers, mothers, relatives of all 
kinds to avenge, that truce was impossible betwixt them and their 
enemies. The sectionary meetings were the chief scenes of these plaints 
and recriminations. The citizens, recovered from their terror, appeared 
there to exclaun against those who had tetrified them ; whilst the rabble 
and the representatiTes clamoured that the aristocrats were all let loose 
to plot once more the downfall of the republic. The press, too^ recovered 
iti freedom, and made use of its power in favour oi moderation* Such 
joornals as those of Marat and Hebert were no longer tolerated. 

The club of the Jacobins had sini^ularly fallen off in importance ; the 
convention had interdicted to it collective petitions, branches], and cor- 
respondence ; it no longer represented anything except itself, and was 
only «upp'jrtrd ia the faubourgs. It was assuikil in the very hall of its 
iDPeting, by Thermidorian bands, and carried by storm after a courageous 
defence. The next morning, the convention sent commissaries to close 
the doors, and the Jacobin elub was finally dissolved. 

The chiofe of tiie reaotioaary movement grew gradually more em- 
boldened. The seventy^tbree members who had been arrested for having 
protected against the insamotion of the 3 1st May were recalled fromexile; 
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the decrees of expulsion 'whiohhid bMaittned agamsitheimste and nobles 
were aboliahed; the bust of Maratwhich was in wehall of the assenddr was 
xemovedi and hie body disappeared from the Pantheon^ whither it listi 
been transported after the 9th Thirmidor, The law of the 
which had so long furnished bread to the people, was abrogated, as were 
also the penal laws, which, to the advantage of cusignats^, prohibited the 
tralilc in gold and silver. Soon after, also, the proscribed of the '2nd of 
June, who had escaped from the Ytngeance of the Mountain, came to 
resume their places in the convention, and to bring to the Thermidorians 
the aid of their talents, and the prestige of thuii iuisiortLUics ; these 
were Isnard, Louyet, Lanjuinais, Kerrdlcgan, Laiiyi^e, Lepeaux, and 
Lesage. .Alzaost at the same time a decree of aeeuataon was voted 
against Billaud-Yarennes, Gollot d' Herbois, and Baxrto. The renmant 
of the disorganised party of the Jacobins bestirred themselves actiTelj 
in their behalf. The populace, who, during the entire period of the reign 
of terror, had been fed gratuitously by the committee of public safety, 
did not submit without murmui'ing to the suppression of tho /nnrfmMm^ 
which suddenly threw them back to their former condition of servitude 
and misery ; for the assiynatsy no longer maintained at their express 
value by the fear of death, fell to a iiUcenth part of their nomiiial worth, 
and the repeal of this law of maximum was followed by a rapxd rise and 
fionine prices. 

The approaching trial of Billaud-Varennes, Gollot d'Herboisi and 
Baxrto, rendered it incumbent on the old MountainistB to use the utmost 

efforts to rouse the peopte. They snccoeded in mustering the sections of 
the faubourg St. Antoine ; and from these, accordingly, in the spring of 
1795, petitions began to flow into the convention, the old prelude to 
disorder. The cry and pretext were also the same as in the old insur- 
rection* Bread was their demand ; — bread, and the democratic constitu- 
tion of 1793. The convention repelled these covert menaces with 
dignity; the pieaidciit, Thibaudeau, had the cuuiage to teli several 
hundreds of tivbulent uetitioners to return to thehr labours. 

On the 2Ut of Ifardi a new petition was prepared and meented hf 
aU the force that the Jacobins could mnster. The mederatee were, 
however, prepared on this occasion, and the young Parisians floeked to 
the Tuileries and Carousel, armed with sticks and prepared for the 
combat. Repulsed from the asaembly, the furious petitioners insulted 
the youth in the garden, whom they called aristocrats and traitors. From 
reproaches they proceed to blows ; but fortunately there were no shai-p 
weapons to inflict them. The faubourgs had been long since disarmed 
of their pikes, and now their rabble were beaten in a bloodless engage- 
ment, and smartly castigated by the sticks of their young enemies, wiia 
put them to iiight. 

On the 1st of April the plotters of the fsubonrgs rose in insmteotioni 
placed the women and children in front of their eolnmnf and marched to 
the convention. The seditious moyement being unexpected^ thete waa 
at first no force to repel it, and tho mob entered tho TuUeries without 
opposition, forced the doors of the assembly, and rushed in amongst the 
members, shouting, " Bread ; the liberatif^n of the accused patriots of 
the constitution of 1793 !'* For some hours the assembly remained at 
the mercy of the misurgezitSi who amidst the tumult receiTed encourage* 
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aaent £rom the deputies of the Mountain. The executive govLinment 
in the committees collected a force; and the populace, which had con- 
quered, but knew not how to make \isg of their conquest, retired before 
it, and dispersed as after dic^cumiiture. The convention no souner found 
Itielf at liberty Ib the vrmmg of the tumultuous day, than it proceeded 
to flowMM of eaergj. Biilaiid-Yazieziiies, Collot d' Herboiay and 
Barren were condemned to tnmsportation; and serea of those Hoiiii- 
taiaiats who had so lately applauded the insurgeati were arrested, and 
ordered to be sent to the castle of Ham^ in Pioardy. Tbu defeat had the 
effect of Ptill further exn^pprnting the popular party, and on the 20th of 
^I:iy anothe r formidable insurrection broke out iu i'aris. In the name 
uf the people, risen to obtain bread and resume their rights, they 
demanded the liberation and re{;all uf the deputies lately transported and 
arrested, the restoration of arms to the faubourgs, the arrest of all 
endgrante, and of the Parisian joumolistA, the re- establishment of the 
eommtme and the seotioiiii and the sumnsion of the eaisting oommitteea 
of goTenunent. In tiie place of the last, four memben were named to 
iDtm a sovereign eommiuUin* They proceeded to the Tuileries to the 
30 rind of the tocsin and the cannon of alarm, and broke into the palaee* 
The assembly had declared itself permanent, and had called the sections 
to it3 aid ; but before they could arnve, its ordinary guard found itself 
loo feeble to resist its invaders. The president, Bois-y d' Angias, was 
•inied at in his chair ; the deputy Feraud fliin^ himself before the 
advancing throng, and called on them to tread down in his person the 
national legislature, ere they violated its hall of sitting. They passed, 
aeverthideflBy oret Ids body, filled the room) soared and menacedi the 
nasi fofiefae sonoimdsng the presidenfe, and prmring to wreak on him 
their resentment against the eenyention. Feiand, who had risen, though 
mndi hruieed and Inut, now rushed to interfere and saye the president. 
He was opposed, and a scuffle took place round the president's chair, in 
the mid^t of which a ruffian shot Feraud with his pistol. A shout 
applauded the (\pf»d. They seized the dead body by the hair, dragp:ed it 
out, decajntated it, and some time after they returned with the head, 
fixed on a bayonet, which they held up to Boissy. According to some 
ai;countd, the president rccoUcd in horror — to others, he bowed in homage 
to the gory head of his coura^ous colleague. 

BoiflST a Aag^ hraredt with unshaken courage, for upwarda of six 
hevMy the tary of the mob. The Monntainiste ef the assembly, deeming 
their triumph secure, immediately Midearonred to profit by it. All the 
artielei edf their iaiurreotional programme were converted into motions 
by them, md iUCcessiTely adopted amidst this frightful tumult, after 
which they appointed an executive commission and a commander of tho 
armed force, and they likewise decreed the re-establij^hnirnt of the club 
fjf the Jacobins. The crowd, which was mingled with them, applauded 
aii their measures, and the remainder of the assembly remained in silence 
and stupor, when'^ he armed sections arrived in the Place of the Carousel* 
The depntieei Legendre, Kert^egan, and Angnia at theur head, i>ene» 
tmled into the haU^ repuJaed hj the bayonet the safpiiaed iniorgents, 
and restored to the aseembly the liberty of its dclibeiatiens. All that 
had been voted during the sanguinary popular inTaaion was annulled, 

mi Swtttecn Momrteiitiitej irho hadbeeaneetedaaaee o m pl ieei of the 
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movement, were immediately despatched out of Paris uxi4er strong 
escort. The following day tbie struggle was on the point ^ recommencW 
between the uuodiiiti and the memben of ioe eeetions, who ui 
■tatloned themselTes around the Taileriee; conunissaiiee from the coil* 
TCQtion were sent amongst the threatening groups, and a collision was 
avoided. On the 4th Prairialy the anarchists rescued the murderer of 
Feraud, who had been discovered and condemned, as he ^;^'a3 proceeding 
to the scaffold. Then the convention decided upon acting v. ith vigour. 
By this time some troops of the line had been drafted to the capital 
At the head of these and the national guards, general Menoii, command- 
ing under Baiia^, invested the faubourg of St. Antoine, and menaced to 
bombard it. The female population dreaded this act of retribatamu 
The &abourg submitted, in token of which its aectioA. emrendered that 
formidable oannon* Thua disarmed, they oeased to Ba dangerous, and 
tile moat active fiMma of anarchical movements lost all ita levolutionarf 
iv^uenoe. It was a decisive day, and the Mountain was never able to 
rise after this final fall. Six out of the fourteen ^Tountainists arrested 
in consequence of these events were arraigned before a military tribunal, 
and condemned to be shot. They were the representatives Goujou, 
Bourhotte, Romme, Duroy, Duqiusnoy, and Soubrany, all exaJted 
Jacobins, but whose past lives had been spotless. They committed 
suicide, the same knife serving them all to escape from the execution 
of their sentence. They died exclaiming Vwe la It^ntMigue, and vith a 
oourage worthy of a bett^ fate« The son of Louis XYx., the unfoitii* 
nate yonng Louis, died about this time, it wm generally belicTed lij 
poison, after having been treated with the most savage barbarity. 
royalists were crushed at Quiberon* The dominant purty had fiee adiflBt 
and published ita constitution. 

Kew Co7ufitution, — The commission which had been rniplo\-cd upon 
the new constitution had undertaken the task to satisfy the clarnourd of 
the democratic party, at that time un crushed. This commission had 
been chosen amongst the best informed and most honourable members of 
tiie conTention, thoae bebneing to the committees of government being 
€Koluded. A point npon wm(£ all agreed was, that two chambers were 
Beeessary. The lower chamber was to conaiat of 600 membeis, called 
the council of five himdxed, the upper of 250, called the senate, or coQnaL 
of ancients. As both were to be elected by the pe^le, and as age was 
the only requisite for a senator, one could prove no real counterpoise to 
the other. There was greater difference of opinion as to the executive. 
Three of the commission were monarchic, another for a single president 
Two or three councils were proposed. It was finally arranged that there 
should be five directors, choben by the two councils, one of them to go 
out of office each year. Such was the directorial constitution, whi^ 
waa voted without difficulty by the convention* 

MUiiary Bw»i$, — ^The conyention, Tiotoxioua over the terroiisia 9k 
htmbf were ec^ually so abroad oyer the ooaUtion. The republican armies, 
in which the Mountainist generals were numerous, had rooeiyed with 
marked disfavour thn tidings of the 9th Thermidor ; but this was not tbf 
moment for military insurrection, and they did not slacken their aggrea* 
five moTementa. Towards the close of 1794, the armies of the north 
and of the bambre and Meuse, still acting ineoncert, had ddycGL back tii9 
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Austrians beyond the Rhine, and the Anglo-Batavian3 on the extremo 
frontier of the united provinces. "Winter had set in, and the troops of 
Pichegru, ill fed and clothed, being iu view of a rich country, and until 
then reapected by the war, undertook the conquest of Holland, crossed 
the rivets and canals on tba ice^ and spread themaelyea auddenly through 
all the proyinces. Amsterdam, the Hague, Rotterdam, Leyden, and 
Utrecht, auircndered without striking a bloir. The patriots, excited hj 
the refugees, who had hastened thither, rose against the authority of the 
Etadtholder, who was compelled to take refuge in England. A new form 
of 'government was established, and at the commencement of the campaign 
of 1795, the Batavian republic concluded a treaty of peace and alliance 
with the French republic, to which it ceded Dutch Flanders, Maestricht, 
Venl'?0t and their dependencies, and stipulated for the freedom of the 
navigation of the Ilhine, the Scheldt, and the Meuse. 

Europe began to be weary of the war, in spite of the qnestaon of prin- 
ei|defl at issue in the contest. On the first of Febntary, 1795, Tuscany 
had taken the initiative of conciliation ; and although its exami^a 
had no great weight, it was not the less a farouiable augury in the 
future. 

Prussia, deprived of the co-operation of England, which now found 
the ports of IT'^Uand closed, and outflanked on her ria;ht by the French 
armies, opened negotiations at Basle with the commissaries of the con- 
Ten tion, and a treaty of peace and of good understanding between the 
two countries was signed in that town, on the 5th of April, 1795. The 
impulse once being given, another power, whom family resentments were 
caleiilated to range amongst the most inveterate enemies of the repubUci 
Inclined towards peace : this was Spain, which Perignon, Augereau, 
Schcrer, and Moncey, had invaded by Iloussillon and tilie valley of Eastan. 
Figiucres, Hoses, Bilbao, and all the fortresses were sncoessively falling 
into their hands, and th^ repuljlicang were preparing to cross the Ebro, 
when the suspension of hostilities was announced to them. The cabinet 
of 3fadrid acknowledged the French repiiblic, and ceded to it the 
SpaoLih portion of the isle of St. Domingo, where tho general rising of 
the negroes had occasioned fearful complications ; France restored to 
Spain all that she had conq[uercd on the frontiers of the ryrenee^ (16th 
July, 1795). The most striking military event was the unfortonate 
e^pledition to Qaiberon. Having allowed La Vend^ to succumb^for It^ 
too, had made iU peace with the republic— the British government re» 
solved, on the infonnation of De Puisaye, an emigrant noble, to raise the 
banner of insurrection in Brittany, where the Chouans, under cover of a 
pacification, were ready to resume their arms. As the accounts of the 
emigrants were, liowever, little to be trusted, and as to send an English 
force into the province would be idle, unless the French royalists them- 
selves were able to make a respectable stand, it was resolved first to try 
the influence and power of tho latter, arming and e^juipping a litUe 
amy of them, and transportiog them to Brittany. This was domsk 
They were landed on a peninsula, forming one side of tho bay of Quiberon. 
They took the f^rt commanding the little isthmus, communicating witli 
the main-land. The Ghouans, to the number of 12,000, j oined them ; and 
for a few days tho expedition geemcd to prosper. But Hoche, tbo 
tepuMiean gcner.il in Jirittaiiy, bad now the disciplined forces of th^ 
republic at Ms disposal ; war was everywhere (^ueUed^ and not th^ mos^ 
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brilliant succeis of the Ghooana could finally xnoL Hoche soon drove 

Wck their advanced parties, and shut up the emierant army in the isle of 
Quiberon. The royalist parly in France did its utmost to distract and 
weaken Puisaye, of whom Uiey were j«al<'U3 ; whilst miserable dissen- 
sions betwixt the eDiii:^raiit oihuers themselves distracted tGem from fit 
measures of defence, ilouted several times, the English gunboats aliil 
repulsed the republicans, till the latter, guided by deserters from the 
emignuits, surprised in the night the fort ti^at guarded tlie isthmus, and 
in the morning the emigrant army fell into the poMrer of Hoohe. They 
had not time to embaj£» nor power to resist. Many fell, many were 
drowned, many aleir themselves. The English admiral did all in his 
power to rescue and to aid the unfortunate emigrants. A great body of 
tiiriu, h'j\vcver, fell into the hands of their enemies. All those taken 
prisoners were shot. The Thermidorian government at the very time 
incurrino-the suspicion of lenicnc-y, and a tendency to royalism, durst not 
have spai ed them, even if it Irdd the inclination. 

The Idth Vendiiuiaire. — The convention, in the meantime, was drawing 
to its imtural term. All France was weai^ of its role ; and the exaspe- 
ration against this imposing assembly, which had played so tenible a 
part in the great revolutionary drama, was extreme* It was bltteriy 
reproached with all the violences and proscriptions of the triumviral 
rdgime ; all the responsibility of the sanguinary episodes of the reign of 
terror were laid to its charge ; the nnopt popular journalists stirred up 
public opinion against it ; and it became evident that the forthcoming 
elections would result in a hostile sense to its principles, and consequently 
to the republican system. Many people were monarchically inclined, 
and the ancient royalists, raising their heads, began to intrigue and make 
partisans. The oonTeoEithm made use of the pretext to pasa a decree, Ihst 
only one-third of their number should be immediately re»elected, the 
remaining two-thiids to subsbt, one half to be renewed in eighteen 
months, the other at a more distant period ; moreover, that the convention 
was itself to make choice of the two-thirds destined to be of the new legisla- 
ture. Thi'? wa-^ in fact to constitute and secure the majority. This arbitrary 
act excUeil everywiicre protests and menaces against this flagrant \iola- 
tion ot eiectorid liberty. Nevertheless, the majoiity of the primary 
assemblies, who had met on the 20th Fructidor, in their adhesion to 
the constitution, and to the decrees. But al I'ans the opposition became 
more violent, and everything seemed to forebode an armed struggle. 
The section Lepelletier, forming the cmtral and wealthy oommer* 
oial ouarter, in which the most impetuous journalists preTailed, 
place(f itself at the head of the movement, and formed a central committee^ 
which was no other than a kind of insurrectional government. The 
constitution was accepted by the majority of the section?, hut the decrees 
relative to the re-elections encountered unaniraous rc-i-tance, and on the 
11 th Voidtmiairc^ the l^uisian electors, anticipating tlie period llxed for 
the convocation of the electoral assemblies, met togetticr in the Theatre 
Fran^aie, under the presidency of the duke do Nivemais. The conven- 
tion seeing the crisis approaching, hastened to ctispose OTeiything for 
their defence; it declared its sittings permanent; sent for troops and 
artillery from the camp of Sablons; dissolved the electoral college, 
gave arms to between fifteen and eighteen hundred patriots, who had 
volunteered their services ; and appointed a committee of &Te membeii 
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charged viih providing for the public safety (Colombelf Banas, Daiuioti^ 

Xietoumcur^ and Merlin). 

The r2th VeyuUmiaire, <?^ATieral MenoTi niirclioc! nri^nm'^t th'» f^'^cti .nisf^, 
who nrcupied the coavcat of the Filles St. Thomas, but ho parieyc 1 with 
them instead of dispersing them, and the emboldened insurirents belieyed 
that the convention declined the contest. On the foil (vviiig morning, 
therefore, they advanced against the Tuileries, to the number of between 
thir^ and fort)r thousand troops, under the orders of generals Danican, 
2>ithoiiX| and Lafon. Meuou, whose weakness had been the cause of ^ia 
bold attack, was dismiised fiott his command, and the assembly lookedround 
£onr an offioer to succeed hinu In its distrust of ail parties and dasses^ it 
waa felt prudent to choose the commander out of its own members, 
ahhoughnodistingnishedofficerconld there be found. B arras, however, had 
belonged to the military profession ; ho had cnmmanded with good for- 
tune in the days of Prairial. He waa accordingly appointed. But 
aware of his inability to meet a force of forty thousand national guardd 
witii merely Eve thousand soldiers, he in turn looked round for some 
officer more skilled and energetic than himself. 

His sagacity found one in the young artillery officer, Buonaparte, then 
ia Paris, and disengaged ; and he gladly accepted the task. Boonapavte 
placed the Ave thousand men of the canventional army on all the thieat- 
ened points, surrounded the ch&tean with a formidable artillery, and, 
when the citizens debouched by the rue St. Honor^, received them with 
a determined fire of grape. Those of the fugitives who did not shrink to 
their homes, hurried to the other side of the river to join the sections of 
the faubourg St. Germain in their attac k, which had not yet been made. 
When they did appear, menacing the Pont Royal, Buonaparte was here 
also to receive them, where his cannon, mcetiug with no impediments 
along open quays, long streetSi and au unencumbered bridge, worked 
tsufcid hayoo, and not only succeeded in roating, but in disheartening tfia 
aaotioDS. The battle had commenced at hidf-psst four o'dook ; by six it 
was completely quelled, and the following day the most complete tran- 
antllity reigned throughout Paris, which had been so profoundly agitated 
the day before. The convention did not wish to stain its lust victory 
u ith blood; it therefore contented it^rlf with dissolving the staff of the 
national guards, and with diabandmg the companies of chasseurs and 
grcnadiurd, wit'i ordering the disarmament of the sections Lepelletierand the 
Theatre Fraut/ais, and with creating three commissions to try the chiefs of 
the rebellion. One of them only, Lafon, was condemned to death, because 
he raloaed to deny his quality of emimnti and because he denied the share 
ha had taken in the insurrection. After this, tiie assembly, in a ftt of 
clemency, decreed, that the punishment of death should be abolished iu 
the JPrench republic, to commence with the general peace ; it changed 
the name of the Place of the Rcrolution into that of Place of Concord, and 
granted an amnesty, from which the conspirators of the 13th Toidemiaira 
only were excepted. This was on the 2(5 ih Dc tuber, 179-5. The elections 
were terminated ; the two councils of the ancients and of the five hundred 
were ready to enter upon their legislative career. There was no further 
buAin£sa before the assembly, and the president, rising, pronounced 
lh# aolemn fbmula : The national conyention declaiea its anaskm to 
be MfiUed, and its session terminated." Three years of dictatordiiphad 
baan loet to libertji but not to the revolution* 
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X. THE BIEBCiOKY. 

I. fiX&UOGLB AGAINISI XiiE KXXilEME f AariES. 
(a7TH OCTOUBU, 1795, TO OXil fc)£PTBMBBli, X797). 

Sititatio}i.—TliQ two councils eiioinioncd to succeed the convention 
eonstitutcd themselves oa the 27th Oetober, 1795, and the £ve members 
of theezecutiTedirector^ri LareveiUi^re-Lepaux, Ee^rbell, Bacras, Letour- 
neur, and Carnot, were chosen amongst the regAsides, as if the better (0 
gnarantee the future of the no\r republican constitution. The aitoationof 
Fianae at the moment that this great political change took place vil 
beset whh difficulties. The n^^^ses, so easily excited during the fire or 
six years that hml passed, stood m need of order and peace. The higher 
classes, so long given up to prosscripti in, made up lor lost time by the 
exaggeration and luxury of their enjoyments, and Paris had re assumed ! 
an aspect of chcerfalnesa, which presented a eiugular contrast to the 
gloomy period of the reign of terror. But, beyond the sphere of the 
rich and the idle of the directorial world, reigned the most profound 
misery. The people, distracted by famine and the absolute want of wcrk^ 
vere crowding around the shops of the bakers, in the hope of a piece of 
black bread; and the scarcity of proyisiona gave the goremment the 
same anxiety as in the past. Agriculture was languishing, manufacture 
had ceased, the workj<hop3 were deserted, and there was m >t n ?ou8 in the 
treasury. Each night were printed the assignaf "^ requisite Jor the service of 
the morrow, and they were issued whilst yet wioist from the presses of tho 
republic. TJiu five directors, in repairing to the palace of tlie Luxembourg, 
which had been assigned them, found notone single article of furniture. Tha 
porters lent them an old ricketty table, a sheet of paper, and an ink<bottle, 
to enable them to despatch the first message, announcing their accesflfon. ! 
The armies, to maintain which everything had been sacanfioed, had no I 
longer either pay, horses, clothing, or military stores ; enthusiasm had | 
disappeared, and victory deserted the arms of the repubUe. 

Labours of the Directory. — The executive directory understood tlio 
dilficiilties ot tlic great task they had undertaken, and commenced their 
reign with ardour. Kewbell had llie department of justice, finance, and 
foreign affairs ; Lareveiilicre occupied himself with education, sciences, 
arts, and industry j Barrashadthe directionof the police-, Camotthc war de- 
partment ; and Letoumeur the marine and colonies. The aspect of affairs 
soon improved. The oirculation of provisions was insoied, and at tiie 
end of a month the directory relieved itself of the victualling of Paris, 
whjeh took its unaided course. The immense activity created hf tfa9 
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verolution 1)6g8n to maaifast itself in industry and agricultare. A poitioa 
of the population quitted the dabs and the streets lot the workshops and 

the fields ; and then were experienced the benefits of a revolution vhich, 
having destroyed corporations, abolished privileges, and quadrupled 

the means of civilisation, was destined rapiflly to produce prodi^ous 
prosperity in Frauco. The directory fiivoiired tliid industrial movement 
by salutary institutions. It re-establijihed the public expositions of 
industry, and pcrfer;tod the syatum of education decreed under the con- 
vention. The naiiuual iustitutc, the primary, central, and normal schools, 
formed an ensemble of republican institutions. 

In its financial projeots the directory was not fortunate. For a long 
period there had scarcely been such a thing as revenue. Whatever was 
not paid in kind was paid in assignats^ and these were but of nominal 
value, 3,000 francs in them being given for a Louis d'or. There were 
nineteen thousand millions of francs of this paper money in circulation ; a 
quantity that the property of the church and the aristocracy, if quintupled, 
could not pay; yet a fresh issue of miiiiona was indispensable, in order to 
supply the thousands requisite for current expenses. After discussmg and 
projecting divers plans, the re volutionary one of a forced loan was found 
to be the only practicable scheme, and was accordingly decreed. 

OraecktiM ^iamf. — ^Politically, the sole aim of the directory was to place 
itself iinuikl/ between the extreme factions^ aod to strike them in turns, 
when they should attempt openly to attack the constituted authorities. 
The counter-revoluticrnry audacity of the insurgents of Vcndemiaire 
bnmght about a kind of reaction in favour of the vanquished of Theroii- 
dor and Prairial', they deemed themselves called upon to profit by tho 
defeat of the royalists, and formed a club at the Pantheon, to ^vhich they 
Wont armed, and discussed the chanres of an attack agauist the executive 
po'-VL-r. At their head was a man caiijd Bab'jouf, to which he prohxcd tho 
ii^-ae of Gracchus, Ilepublisheda journal called the Tribune of the Pcoj)lCf 
and was an extreme democrat, rt»ady to hasard everything to ioaure the 
leign of uuiversal happiness," whichi according to his formula, was based 
npoa an agrarian law. The directors having been warned against the plot| 
dused Hke dub of the l^antheon. 1> it this merely inspired the members 
to form a more secret and organised plan, tending to the great purpose of 
insurrection. The legion of pulice, which numbered in its ranks many 
revolutionists, was gained over by them, and the ;;overnment was com- 
p< ilud to dissolve it. Deceived a second tini", tlia uon-?pirators, amongst 
wiioui ti.^nrcd known terrorist?, sufhus Vadier, Amar, Choudieu, Ilicord, 
Drouet, and general lloasignol, established an iasurrecLioual committer 
of public saftty, held frequent meetings at a place which they caU«d " the 
Temple of Beaaon," and resolved to march against the convention and 
the legUlative body. Their programme was the constitution of 1793, 
Eberty^ equality, universal happiaess ; their means of action consisted in 
iJie support of the old Jacobins, and of the troops of the camp of Grenellei 
whom they believed to have gained over. The day iix'^d for the execu- 
tion of their plot wa=? the 21i^t rin't'al. The goveruniuut was acquaint^^d 
%vith nil their pruceediugs, and on tho evening before the explosion of the 
conspiracy, Babo5uf and his ai compliccs were arrested in the Temple of 
JLa^oH^ an 1 sent before the high court of Vcndomc. Still the party did not 
dtem it^bf lost. On tho night of tfee 13Ui fructidor, six or sevcQ hundred 
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MoimtamiBtB suddenly attacked the palace of the Luxembourg, wLica 
wa8 defended by the directorial guard. Xbey were vigorously repulsed, 
and tiien betook theni8d.TM towmB the cBmD of Gxeiudle, to obtain the 
aid of tlie troopa eiippoeed to be &TOitnbIe to taem. But the oommander, 
Malo, ordered his mounted dragoena to oharge them witkout mercy, and 
took upwaida of a hundred priaoners. They were judged by a military 
commission, and three ex-conyentionalistB found amongst them were 
Bhot. The directory now pressed the trial of Babocuf. It lasted a long 
time, and was remarkable for the insolence and mad audacity of the 
accused. Gracchus liabceuf and one of his brother scribblers were con- 
demned to death, a judgment which they endeavoured to anticipate by 
suicide. Six or soven were transported ; the leat acquitted, 

Wmt.'-^lHitmng conquered the zemains of the Jacobin faction, the 
directory were equallT Tictorioua over the last ohiefii of the Yendean 
insurrection. General Hoche, who commanded in the west with an army 
of a hundred thousand men, had ably folfillcd his mission of pacification. 
Knowing that the masses, alarmed at the immensity of their lo??;^, 
aspire ! t ) live in peace with the republic, he had used every cffoi t t ) 
rally them round it by cnncossions, and to deprive them of their arms, by 
exchanging them against the cattle which be had seized upon. T)ie 
country, overrun in all directions by strong columns, made its submi8>igii, 
StolEet was taken, and shul at Auj^uid. GkareLle leli into an amhu>li, 

and underwent death at Nantee wiSi admirable courage. The Chouans 
thus yielded to the aaoendanojof the republican armies and theoonsummaie 
abili^ of their generab ; the greater part of their chiefs took ref age la 
England. The directory was enabled to announce on the 28th Measidor, 
year IV, to both assemblies, that the civil war was at an end. 

On the northern frnntier?, Pichegru, whom the conquest of UolIiKid 
had elevated to tiio first rank (tf the generak of the republic, had been 
gained over by the royalists ; he bad opened secret negotiations with the 
prince of Cond^, the chief of the armed emi^ants, and although they 
could not come to an underataiidiug, tutitred himaelf to be defeated at 
Wieblingcn, by ClairiSut Q24th September, 1795), and had compromised 
the army of Joordan, which had remained isdated in the preeence of 
superior forces. The republicans were thus forced to return to the left 
bank of the Ebine. In the Alps the termination of the oampaigu had 
been more propitious to France, and general Scherer, who had arrived at 
the army of Italy with the conquerors of the Pyrenees, had gained over 
the Aii«tro-Sardinian8 the battle of Loano, a h.tting prelude to tiie biU* 
liant exploits of 1796. 

In 1796, under the auspices of Camot, who possessed great talents in 
the conduct of the war deparLmeal iu the directory, the campaign opened 
brilliantly. Jourdan kept the command of the army of the Sombre and 
Meuse ; Moreau had replaoed^ at the anny of the BhinOt Fiehegru, whose 
understanding with the enemy was suspected, and who had retired to his 
estate at Arbois, after having refused the embassy to Sweden. BuonapartCi 
the young victor of the day of th4 seeiions, was placed at the head of the 
army of Italy. We hr^ve ^^een this youth start to distinction at the siege 
of Toulon and in the day of the seciioTis. Ambition was from the first 
the impulse of his mind ; for all who, m more tranquil times, sigh for 
greatness^ in that stirring period strove for it. He essayed to attract 



Digitized by Google 



STRUGOLK A0AINST THB SXTHBHB PASTIES. d5 



notice by his pen; an academic esaay and a Jacobin pamphlet did not 
prt)dace the desired effectg. The afl'air of Toulouse opened his career; 
Liience he joined the aimy of iLaly, where, employed as an engineer, he 
li&d full opportunity of studying a field of waxfare destined soon to be 
amt of his lepntatton. Sospended and put into arrest after Theimidor, 
Jie vaa released on an energetie remonstraacoi but le£fc without employ- 
Xttfiat. ITo betook himself to Paris, ^where, after some time, he v^\is 
ordered to La Yend^. But it was not merely «etive service that could 
satisfy him, but an ample field ; he refused to serve against tlie Yendeans, 
but remained in the capital, making liis way iu society, and meditating 
an ambitious marriage, since a camnaign such as he sought was denied. 
The rebellion in thesectionsof Vendnniairc oeeurred; Buonaparte, through 
Uarraij, took the oommand agamoL them, and was, as Ave have seen, 
successful ; in recompense he was appointed general of the army of the 
interior— of tiiat, in other words, destined to act as guards to the direotoiy. 
F^om this command he wasappointed, in March, 1796, to that of the army of 
Italy. He married in the same montii Josephine, the widow of Alexander 
de Mauhamais, a French nobleman who took part in the rsTolution, and 
who, after having been at one time president of the national assembly, and 
aerved in the armies of France with distinction, was put to death by the 
revolutionary tribunal, just previous to the fall of Kobespierre, ia 
1791, Josephine, much older than Napoleon, was a ereole of engaging 
person, and seems to have inspired him with a sineere passion. Napoleon 
was well received by his old companions in arms, with whom he had 
paaaed four yean amidst the snows of the Alps, without pay, without 
clothing, even without shoes, and to whom their young chief had already 
held out, in perspective, the fertile and smiling pluns of Lombardy. 
This Italian army consisted of about 30,000 effective combatants, and 
before them was arrayed the Austro-Sardinian army of 60,000 men ; but 
never had republican soldiers encountered themselves in more favourable 
conditions for vietoiy, and never had great captain such a phalanx of 
lieutenants. They comprised Augereau, Massena, Laharpe, Scrrurier, 
Kilmaine, Stengel, Berthier, Lannea, Joubert, Marat, Bessieres, 
Suchet, and Yictor — all those who were destined to be hereafter the 
most brilliant UlnstrationB of the empire of Napoleon. The army 
debouched towards the sources of the Bormida, on the southern side 
of the maritime Alps, threatening at once Piedmont and Lombardy. 
During tilie month of April Buonaparte defeated the Auatrians under 
Beaulieu, at Montenotte and Dego, and the Sardinians at ^lillesimo and 
Mondovi. In fifteen days two standards, hfty-five pieces of cannon, 
fifte<?n thousand prisoners, ten thousand killed or wnund"d, ttstifit-d the 
reality of his victories. The court of Turin, alarmed ihu rapidity of 
the French, signed at Cherasco an armistice which detaelied the king of 
Sardinia from the coalition, which disengaged the ai*my of the Alps under 
KsUermann, and gave up to the republicans Coni, the chateau of Ceva, 
Tortona, Alexandria, and Valenaa, all tiie stronghcdds of the country. 
Peace was signed in Paris on the 18 th May, 1796, and the Piedmontese 
ceded Savoy, as well as Nice and Tenda. Bonaparte lost no time ; on 
the 7th of May he passed the Po at Placentia; on the 10th he again 
defeated the Austrian^ at the desperate combat of the bridge of Lodi, and 
onthe 17thhe made a triumphal entry into Milan* Afto: this — driTing baek 
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before kini tijc remrtants of l^eaulieu's army, which, in retreating towards 
the mountaina of the Tyrol, had thiown a strong garrison into Mantua — 
he haetened to establish himself on the Adige, which he knew to be the 
key to Italy, and which he was going to delend with indomitable tenacity. 
The Italian popolation were greatly excited ; but tlie yiefeodous general 
had too much foresight at once to justify the hopes of liberty to which hit 
conquests had given birth ; one defeat might dmrc him baoc be7ond the 
Alps, and what then would have been the fate of the roused patriots? 
The Austrians, with sixty thousand men under Wurmser, came now te 
the support of their interc;=t3 m Italy. Their forces divided, and marched 
along the banks of the Lago di Garda. Buonaparte knew how to prohtj 
at a critical moment, by this circumstance : he attacked the divisions 
separately, and was victorious at Castig^lionc, Rovcredo, and iiassano, in the 
mouths of August and September, Wumioei thxew himjieif into Mantua. 
The toils and glories of tho ^rear were not yet ended* Alvinzi led a new 
ftrmy of sixty thousand men into Italy, and the French, reduced to « 
mere handful by their own exploits, in yain expected reinforcements from 
the direotory ; they experienced also a smart dieck at Caldiero, and^ in 
number fourteen tnousand, found themselves opposed in the neighbour- 
hood of Verona, to forty thousand. Neverthele??, the genius of their 
young general triiiniphed again. He availed himself of causeways 
through the mari^hes, where a few were a match for many, and the 
coDiliet began by a fearful attack on the bridge of Areola (14th Novom- 
ber, 1706). The bridge was defended by a temble arlilicry , Augercu.u, 
at the hcEid of his men, seized a flag and led the way ; but a ToUcy from 
the enemy's guns bore him back. Soni^arte, seeing that the peeaa» 
must be carried at any sacrifice, galloped up to the spot, threw htw^pf^ 
from his horse, and, with a standard in his own hand, called aloud, Are 
you the victors of Jjodi? Follow your general." Ue then dashed tor* 
M'ard on tho bridgo, among a shower of balls ; his officers surrounded him; 
lianney received his third wound in the attempt to protect his commander; 
Ijoiiapaite's aide-dc-e.unp fell dead at his feet; he was himself carried 
away by bis own soldiers, and the attempt to surprise the enemy was 
abandoned. A ford, however, had been discovered, and a mortal stiife 
commenced, to last two days ; Massena and Augereau outstripped each 
other in the boldness of their e£Ebrts; the Austrians, half destroy ed, were 
put to flight, and the third army of the emperor of Austzia driven oiit of 
Italy* In voting thanks to the army, the chambers gave Bonaparte and 
Augereau the flags they had carried upon the bridge of Areola, as a 
memorial for their families. Napoleon now proceeded to organise in 
1-iombardy the Cisnlpine republic ; tu provoke, in a domoeratic sense, the 
revision of tiie Genof ^e eon.stitution ; to weaken all the potty Italian 
governments, wbieli were 8'. uking, in an underhand manner, to exter- 
niLuate the French ; iind iiually, to complete his astuuiiding Tictoriea 
by useful negotiations. 

Early in 1797, sixty- Eve thousand men, under Alviosi and Proven^ 
descended from the mountains to the relief of Mantua, where Wurmser 
stiUlay. Buonaparte, now reinforced to 15,000, Aet Alrinzi at fiiroli 
(Jan. 14th, 1797), wliere he overthrew him in a grand engagement, and 
Pruvera in the subiirl^s of Mantua itself, where both the sallies of the 
garrison and the as-aults of tho relieving army of 20^000 men wei9 
repidsed| a^d the capit^^tion of the cit^' secured. 
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Whilst Buonaparte, hy thus d^^stroying every Austrian army that 
Yentuxed into Italy, was threatening Germany by the south, the generaU 
of the army of the Sambre and Meuso had crossed the Rhine, and were 
gioiuitaneously inarching against Vienna. Moreau bad vanquish i d i ha 
enemy at lia^Udt (UlU July), traversed AVurtemburg, and iuvuded 
Bavaria ; Jourdan, qh his side, had repulsed the imperialists at Friedbcrg 
(ISth JiilyX ooeupied Frankfort, and penetrated as far as Wursbourg. 
The axolmake Chades, the most illustrious of the Austrian generals,, 
vnahdd htmseK of the opportunity, and tlirow^ himself with superior 
fones upon Jourdaiu Vigorously assailed at Wurzbourg, the latter only 
suoeeedeci in regaining the left bank of the river through the admirable 
firmness of Marcoan, who nobly perished at the battle of Altenreshen, 
and was buried in tiie entrenched camp of Cublentz lie was held in 
such respect by both friends and enemies, that the Austrian and iVench 
armies joined in honouring the ceremony by voUies of artillery. Moreau, 
left alouc m the presence of the impeiialisfs, found hiiuaulf lu great 
peril; bat he -was not dismayed, and slowly eSeoted that masterly 
xeteeat by which his skill ns a consummate tactician was so exalted. 
Towiizda .the end of October, after a retrograde march of eighty leagues, 
be was in safety behind the bridge of Huninguen, and the archduke 
Chaxles, who had so gloriously swept the German territory, prepared to 
depart for the passes of the Tyrol. He was the only eminent warrior 
whom the court of Vienna had not yet opposed to general Bonaparte, and 
none was more capable of successfully coping against the skilful im- 
petuosity of the republican chief ; but the army of Italy had with it the 
enthusiasm of past triumphs, and the advantage of numbers. Mantua 
Lad capitulated (2ad February, 1797), Bonaparte hastened to take the 
initiative ; he advanced through the mountain districts towards Vienna 
and Maaaena with the vanguard ; defeated the archduke at the battle of 
the INigllamento* Towards the middle of April, he arrived before the gates 
of Vienna, at the moment when genertd Hochoi who had replaced 
Joofdan in the army of the Sambre and Meuse, was preparing likewise to 
march towmtl'^ the centre of Austria. The imperial cabinet had no more 
troops pref' ii j i, and their capital was on the point of falling into the 
hand-Ji of the enemy. It was therefore obligod to yield to necessity, and 
to conclude the truce of Leoben (17th April, 1707). It ceded Rtdgiiim 
ti> France, aod acknowledged the Cisalpine republic. All Italy trembled 
before the conqueror. The petty aovereigns had exhausted their treasure ; 
the pope paid twentv-one millions of franosi gave up some of his choicest 
works of art, and deemed himself fortunate to purchase pr ace by the 
oessioii of Romagna, Bologna, and Ferrara; the state of Modena had 
made its revolution, and formed with Keggio, Ferrara, and Bologna, the 
Tran=?padane, just as the Milanese and the duchy of Mantua were called 
the Cispadane republic. Venice, whose malignant oligarchy had excited 
a sanguinary riot aj^ainst the French, also incurred the reseiUmciit of 
Bonaparte, and ceased to be an independent power. The ^'-'-ntn-al 
provisionally introduced democratic institutions, and when the period for 
diplomatic negotiations arrived, he gave up Venice to Austria with 
regret. 

During the year 1796 an armament was prepared at Brest for the 
iamloii of Ireland, which had long been meditated by the French rulers* 
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The fleet, consistiDg of twenty-fire slxips of the line wd fifteen frigate ! 
was entrusted to admiral "Bouvet; the land forces, amounting to 26,000 | 
men, were commanded by general Hoehe. They set sail on the 18th of j 
December, but a ■nolent tempest arose, and the frigate on board of 
the general was conveyed bein^ separated from the fleet, they retursted 
to harbour, after losing one bliip of the linu and two frigates. 

18M Fruciidor. — The directoiy stood greatly in need of all the prestiijo 
0f thor military snceoflsee to maintalB theiiuielT)06 against the Meticmanes 
of the interior. The new coiurtitution of the year III. establishing thsr 
directory, the ancients, and the five hundredi had not been entirely ihe 
fruit of opinion^ but had been imposed on the dissentient sections of 
Paris by the cannon of Bonaparte ; an additional exercise of force was 
soon required to support it, and the application of coercion was now le?3 
excusable in theory. The elections of the year V. proved nioi o favourable 
to the reaction than to the revolution. Pichegni, who was suspected oi 
treason, was elected to the council of five hundred, and Jiarbe-Marbois 
to the council of anciuntii ; Barthe'lemy, the ambassador in Switzerland, 
whom the connter-reyolationists adopted as their candidate, entered the 
ezecutiTe committee of the directory to replace Letoomenr. These 
were only preliminary aggresrions^ but they were the forenmners of mne 
serious hostilities, and the executife power was prepared. The counter- 
zeTOlulionists had for leaders many journalists and some generals witiKmt 
commands ; their head quarters were the clul* of Clic hy. They made 
themselves heard in the electoral assemblies, and in the legislature, 
where they attacked the government and the policy of the direc- 
tory, maintained the liberty of the press, demanded the pacification 
of iiurope and the amelioratiou of the finances, the recal of the emigrants 
and the priests, and the restoration to Catholicism of the outward 
ceremonies of which the oonyention had shorn it. A crisis wia fua^ 
nm%; the emigrants and priests who had retained from esUe no • 
longer dissimulated tiieir hopes : the pei^cuticns against the Jacobins ' 
xeoommenced; the restoration of the monarchy was openly adyocalsd. 
and the leaders had only adjourned the execution of their projects \mm 
after the elertions of the following year, because the}' calculated on 
then having unauimity in llic legislature, and the majority in the govern- ' 
ment. The directory, thus closely pressed, assumed a defensive attitude. 
It rallied its partisans in the club of Salm, in which the constitutionalisti* . 
of 1791, and all those who were sincerely attached to the constitution of ' 
the year III. likewise joined ; it gathered round the capital, and eyen 
approached within the distance of twely eleagues ; and prescribed by lawftft , 
tr^pa of Hoohe, in spite of the yiolent remonslzances of the assembiist 
of the ancients and five hundred. The armies, which had rela^ai 
all the ardour of their former republican i^'Tr!, declared themselves ener« 
getically in favour of the directory, and that of Italy sent the fiery 
Augereau with an address, in which were the foUowinrr words — ** Trem- 
ble, royalists ; there is but one step from the Adi^e to the Seine ! 
Tremble, your iniquities are counted ; their reward is at the point of our 
bayonets." All compromise betsveta two parties of such opposite views 
was henceforward impossible. Two of the directors, Camot and Bar- 
iMimyf aided by some moderate members of the legislatare, neyerthelssB 
endearoqied to bring it aboati but the fruitless attempt only semd to 
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tedit them wiiSt tiwir colleagues, and ihej wara Iteiied B« enemiet. 
majority of the directory, coneistiiig of Aewbelli Larareillibei and 
is, were resolTed upon a coup tf^aif and the mmnent ftr aetion had 
aiWed, since the two assemblies intended to issue a decree of aeciuation 

against them, to reconstitute the national guard, and to order the removal 
01 the troopa. The IStli Fiuctidor (Gth September), at daybreak, the 
regiments of the Sambre and Meuse army entered Paris and surrounded 
the chateau of the Tuileries, with forty pieces of cannon. The fiery 
Augereau marohed at their head ; he went straight to the guard of the 
assemblies and made them lay down their arms, after which he boldly 
penetrated into the interior, and arrested the principal conspirators. The 
x«it of 1^ opposition deputies, as they came in the morning to tiieir haU 
<^ sitting, met vith the same reception. The directors^ Camot and 
fiartli^my, were included by their colleagues in the preacriptiona} but 
Camot made bia escape through the gardena of the Lozembourg; Bar* 
th^^my alone was ta^en. 

The minority of the two councils now assembled, approved, of course, 
of the Tiolence offered to the conatitution, both in the I'L i sona of deputies 
and directors ; and by a decree declared the elections of one hail the 
departments of France aim oiled. Seventy of the most distinguished 
depiitiea were condemned to transporlatiou , a sentence which, consider- 
the climate of Cayenne, and the ill usage experienced in their voyage, 
wna almoat tantamount to death* Nor did the aucoesafui dictatora miuko 
fte leaat difference betwixt royalists and constitutionaliBta. The 
pdaoners were conveyed to the Temple, where they occupied tibe apart* 
ments of the unfortiumte Louis and his queen* 

The new dictators were not content with decimating the Ipf^slatiire; 
they formed another list of proscription, composed of the editors and 
BTiters in forty-eie-ht journals. La Harpe and the abbe Sicard were 
included in it, as v> lII as Fieve, ^liehaud, and the Bertins. They were 
condemned to trai.^apurtation. Their victory was complete, but it opened 
the door to military usurpation, by calling foith the interreution of 
ttoops, and the 18th lirueHdar was uie praluda to the 18th Bromaire. 

n. INTESTINE STEUGGLES* 



(5XH SXPTBMBBB, 17d7| TO lOXH N0TEMBItB| 1799.) 

Situation, — ^The revolution had undergone, more violent shocks than 
thjrt of the 18th Fruciidar, but two causes rendered the latter 
irreti ievablc — the manners of the time, and the part which had been 
pliR^ed by the army. The thirst of luxury and of material enjoyments, 
wiadi bad been kept down under the austere and terrible domination of 
tbe oonrention, showed itself again with all the frenzy of the most 
ftrtrpfii'f reaction; debauchery and corruption were its natural conse- 
quences. On the other baud, the army had attached itself to its 
generals, less perhaps than to the republic, but more than to the govern- 
-zi^nt ; th(! dire^'tnry leaning for support rather uprm it than the people, 
ha J made its choice among its chiefs, 'vho were the real arbiters of the 
den times of the country. Napoleon had signed the treaty of Ciinipo- 
PonuiOj which gave to Fraiiuc the protectorate of f ieumunl, of Crguo% 



Digitizeii l 



100 



HISTORV OF FRANCK 



of the Cisalpine republic, and which ensured to it Belgium, Luxemburg, 
Porentmy, jS^ice, and Sa.vuj ; Austria accepted Venice ia compensatioTi of 
its losses in the north and in Italy ; negotiations were opened at Kastadt 
with the empire ; the want of peace was ec general throughout Eoiope 
that Eoglandi which had remained alone on the battle-field of Ida 
coalition, deapatched Lord Malmesbury to Paris to make oTertiiraB Hmt 
that purpose \vith the French republic. On the 10th of February, 1798, 
the Papal States were invaded by general Berthier, at the head of eighteen 
tbou«iand men, and the pcpc dethroned. Soon after it was the tnru of 
Switzerland to undergo a transformation. A republican army penetrated 
through the mountains, under the command of general 13 rune (March, 
1798) ; the Swiss defended themselves obstinately, but were compelled 
to submit. Svvitzorland gave itself a constitution, formed auer that of 
the year III, and Geneva waa united to France (May, 1798). The 
directory thus extended oTerywhere its political influence; it had made 
itself accepted by all Europe, and established everywhere a network of 
republics devoted to its cause; at home it had crushed OTery party, 
notwithstanding the establishment of certain unpopular taxes and Ihuik** 
ruptcy, which had reduced the public debt to one -third. But the pros- 
perity was onlv fictitious, and had no chances of duration. England wai 
silently preparing a second coalition, and within, the reappearance of the 
extrcoic republicans was tlneatenintr serious embarrassments to the 
government. There, was, moreover, u man, whose ill-disguised ambition 
began to inspire the directors with the most legitimate apprehensions : this 
was the young cui^queror of Italy, who, in opposition to them, had eon- 
oluded the treaty of Campo-Formio, and who on his return to Ptariahid 
been received with unprecedented honours by the people, and with all the 
gorgeousness of republican ceremony, clothed in tunic and toga, with 
the altar of their country at their feet. Tlioy made him pa3s beneath a 
canopy of flags conquered by his army ; Barras bade the warrior not 
repose, but undertake the conquest of England ; it was known that 
he was a man who would not long remain in inaction, and his presence 
inspired distrust. It was proposed to him to realise the scheme of 
Hoche, who had just died in the flower of his youth, and to att<?mpt the 
invasion of Ireland, which it was said was only awaithig an aiuuliaiy 
army to detach itself from England. Napoleon responded by a an- 
gular offer, and demanded to be sent to the east. The direetoty 
hastened to accede to this demand, for they saw in this marvellous ex- 
pedition a twofold advantage ; they ridded themselves of a troublesome 
rival, and thry had the prospect of di?qnicting the English in their 
commerce and their Indian }i( ^^s> ssions. The preparations were rapi(ily 
])roe'.;eded with, and the secret was well kept. The British government 
iiclieved in the imminence of a descent on the coasts of the United 
Kingdom j it w as stiil believing in it when the French fleet, consisting 
of thirteen ships of the line, with other vessels, amounting in all to 
forty-five sail^ besides 200 transports, on board of which were 20,600 
ehoice troops, had ali^ ady taken Malta, and was continuing its ooune 
towards Egypt. Sir Horatio Kelson, who was sent in pursuit of (he 
French fleet, being wholly ignorant of its destination, sailed for Naples, 
wher<^ he oljtnined information of the surrender of "Malta, and arer-rd- 
iugly directed his course towards that ibland. On his arrival, he had tba 
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niortiilcaliou to find that Bonaparte was gone, and suspecting that ho 
iu,d Bailed to Alexandria, he immediatelv prepared to foUow. He was, 
lowerer, agaia disappointed, for on xeaoning Alexandria he learned thai 
enemy had not been there. After this the British squadron pro* 
eaeded to JUxodes, and thence to Sicily, where thoy had the satiafaetion 
ef learning that the enemy had heen seen off Candia about a month 
beibre, and haft gone to Alexandria. Thitherward they pressed all sail^ 
and on the Ist of August descried the French fleet lying in AboTiVir 
bay. Bonaporto had landed liis army on the 5th of July, nnd having 
miido hiniself master of Alexandria, he drew up his transport.i \s ithin 
the iimer harbour of that city, and proceeded with his army al the 
of the Nile. The French fleet, commanded by admiral Bi ueys, 
was drawn up near the ehore, in a compact line of battle, flanked by four 
IHgateSy and protected in the front by a battery planted on a small 
Ifl^^mil^ Nelson decided 0:1 an immediate attack that evening, and 
SQglurdleet of the position of the French, led his fleet between them and 
thft ahore, so as to place the cnoray bet\vcen two fires. The %nctory was 
complete. Nino ships of the line were taken, one was burnt by hrr 
Qikptain, and the admiral's ship, I'Orient, was blowTi up in tli j a tion, 
with her commander and the greater part of the crew. The loss of the 
English was 000 sailors killed; that of the French far greater. While 
hu ilttut was thus destroyed, he was himself victorious over the Mame- 
lnke« — a body of cavalry which had usurped the govemment, and 
Btftalled its Sieys in the place of the Thizklsh Pashas, — and overthrew 
them in two brilliant actions at the foot of the pyramids (1708). 

22nd Fhreal. — ^At the moment of hia departure from Toulon, the 
ynniift] elections to r'^n rvr a third of the counciU had taken place, and 
the extreme republicans, who had been defeated the year before l y the 
royalists, obtained the majority. The returned deputies formed iuatantiy 
an opposition, which the direetory had but its old mode of answering, 
yia., annulling the election. This it did not scruple to put in practice, 
admitting into the legislature merely those candidates that pleased them, 
and who universally had the fewest votes. 

Chneral War^^^JL second coalition was now formed against France, 
md«r t^e auapioes of Chreat Britain, and was enteied into by Austria, 
"R the Ottoman Porte, and Naples. Prussia and Spain alone had 
declared their firm resolution to observe a strict neutrality. The war 
during the whole of 1799 was an alternation of successes and defentg. 
Championnet conquered the Roman States and Naples, soon, however, 
to be lost again. Masscna obtained some successes at Zurich, but 
Jourdan was reptilscd, and Scherer completely routed. The llussians, 
under Suwairow, wore depriviue the French troops of their reputation 
of auneriority ; Jourdan was defeated at Stockack, Scherer at Hagnano, 
and Macdonald in the Trebia. In the north, the duke of York landed in 
Holland, with between fortv and fifty thousand Anglo-Russians. The 
aiftuation of the republic became perilous; the Belgian frontier waa 
aeriously threatened ; the armies of the enemy were concentrating them- 
ftlves III Switzerland; Suwarrow, abandoning Italy, had boblly pushed 
forward across the mountains with twenty thonsand men, in the rear 
of Masse n a, who maneouvxed around Zurich, and whose defeat might 
have had incalculable consequences. 

VOL* U. H 
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Keaawlille, B(m&iNatey after eomplelliiif Ih^ MiiqttMt - (it !Egy^ 
travmed the desert of Arabia Fetrasa, and entered Syria, wI&k^ Mb 
troops vanquished the troops at Nasareth and Mount Tabor, but mmib 

totally baffled in seventeen different assaults upon the weak defences M 
Acre, defended by the spirit and activity of Sir Sidney Smith. AbandoiE^ 
ing Syria, Eonapartc returned to Egypt, where he defeated a Turkish 
army of eighteen thousand men ; and then, without leave from his 
superiors at home, he deserted hia troops, left them behind in Egypt, and 
in a French frigate, escaping the English fleet beyond expectation, he 
Bailed for the shores of ramce. 

IBth JSmmai^d.— Napoleon landed at Fr^na In Otttctov 1799, end 
found the directory destitute of aU support in publb Opinion. ThapaiKty 
^ssensions in France, her danger of external £d6^ and the opportunity 
which was thereby offered to his ambition, seems to have detemdaoil 
him to quit Egypt. On his arrival in Paris he repaired to the Luxem- 
bourg. The directory praised and chid, and showed great fear of him. 
He was soon made acquainted with the external and internal situation 
of France. He deplored the loss of those conquests which had gained 
to him immortal fame ; but he further deplored the state of the country, 
tom into aTaxietj of flutiona. An army undoUiedi unfed, and unpaid ; 
a part of the interior of the republio in rebellion ; a boat of ibea firom 
without preasiDg it on all aidea; the finances in ^e utnuMt possible state 
of derangement ; and the resources almost decreased to the last livre. 
The quick discernment of Bonaparte told him that nothing short of a 
grand effort could save Prance from ruin. As the army had been railed 
in to sustain the tenure of office of the directory, so now it in turn was 
employed to dispossess them. Preparations were made, by consulting 
the generals, and by gaining the garrison at Paris, for a new transfer of 
the supreme power, out of hands that held it by a wrongful title, into 
other handa that adsed it hf meananot lesa wroncfol. On the demand 
of one of the persona in Bonaparte'a confidence, the legislature met at 
St. Cloud : the council of elders in tiie great gallery ; and that of tlie 
fiyehundredy of whomLucien Bonaparte was president, in the orangery. 
3onaparte entered the council of elders, and, in an animated address, 
described the dangers that menaced the republic, and conjured them to 
associate their wisdom with the force which surrounded him. A 
member using the word "constitution;" Buonaparte exclaimed, "The 
constitution ! It has been trodden under foot, and used as a cloak for 
all manner of tyranny. Meanwhile, a violent debate was going on in 
the orangery, several members insisting upon knowing why the place of 
aitdng had been changed. The presidrat endeavoi^ed to allay tiiia 
storm ; but the removal had created great heat, and the ciy waa Down 
with tiie dictator ! No dictator !" At that moment Bonaparte himself 
entered, bareheaded, followed by four grenadiers, on which several 
members exclaimed, " Who is that r No sabres here ! No armed men !*' 
While others descending into the hall, collared him, calling him " Out- 
law," and pushed him towards the door. One member aimed a blow at 
him with a dagger, whirh was parried by a grenadier. Disconcerted at 
this rough treatment, general Lefcbvre came to his aid, and Buonaparte 
retiring, mounted lua horsei and addressed the troops outside. His 
lirotlierLiiden also made a forcible appeal to the military, andtlieieeiilt 
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mg^ fiui a pMkefr«f grenadiers entered the hall, and the drums beating 
the /for de ekmrge, cleared it at the poiut of the bayonet* This trul^ 

Cromweimn argnraent dct iflod the affair, and in tho evening it was 
declared that the dirocfory had ceased to exist : that a provisional con- 
sular commission should be appointed, composod of citizens Si^y^s, 
Duooi, and Bonapart®; and that the two councils Wuuld namo com- 
mittees of twenty-hvu members each, to prepare a new couBtitution. In 
tlie interyal betveea tho aboHtioii of one conatitutioii and the creation 
cf $auAes9f HhB eoiunila were invested with a dictatorship. Luoien 
Bonaparte was made minister of the interior ; Talleyrand of foreign 
sflhi^; Camot of war; and Fouchd of police. Thus a new and moth 
Itrting ndUtary goyemmentwaa Tioloitly established upon the rains of 
fhe monarchr nnd evory successive pfirty to the revolution, and the 
dreadful convulsions 1 r raise had suiiered for tea years prodooed no better 
fruit tkaxi a usurpation. 
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(lOxH NoTBHBBSi 1799} to lOsH Mat, 1804.) 

Comtitutim cf Year VIIT. — All France welcomed vith teansports of 
joy the tidings of the 18th Bi-utmire, Tho nation was weary of faction, 

"weary of the viciasitudbs of public opmion, and weary of the feebleness 
of the directory. The want of a central government, vigorouBly con- 
stituted, and directed by a skilful hand, waa imiverdally felt. No one 
foresaw the future wlii<-h the scene in the orangery had prepared for 
France \ no uuc baw that ihe new revolution had been accomplished for 
tile advantage of one individuaL The republicans applanded tiia 
elevation of a general sprung £n»n their own ranks, and farmed in the 
rude school of the armies of 1793 ; the royalists, judgiog the present 
time by historical comparisons, hoped im a new MonK; the moderates 
f^ret ted the advent of a wise and peaceful liberty. The partisans of the 
directory alone exclaimed against the usurpation; they alone were 
.struck ; thirty- seven of them were conuernned to transportation to 
Guiana, and tweDty-one placed under surveillance in the department of 
the Chaiente Inf^rieure, but public disapprobation compelled the govern- 
ment to reduce, and afterwards to annul, this punishment. The £rst 
acts of the consular goyemment were the rmal of the law of hostages 
for the emigrantSy the forced loan, the recall of the proscribed pnerts, 
and the sending beyond the frontiers the emigrauta who had besa 
shipwrecked on the coast of Calais, and detained for lour yoan under 
the weight of sentence of death. 

The new constitution consisted of an executive composed of three 
consuls ; one bearing the title of chief, and iu fact possesainj^ all the 
uuthoiiLy of a conservative senate, composed of eighty members appointed 
for life ; the first sixty to be nominated by the consuls, and the number 
to be completed by adding two, annually, for ten years; and a legislati?e 
body of 800 members ; and a tribunate of 100. Bonaparte waa nomi* 
nated the first consul, for ten years ; Cambao^res and Lehron, second 
and third consuls, for five years. Sieyes, who had taken an active pait 
in bringing about the revolution, and in framing the new ccnstitutioni 
was rewarded by the grant of an estate, with 15,000 francs per arinum. 
Bonaparte {-cnt the scheme of this constitution for acceptation io the 
prirnar)'" assemblies in France, and his dictatorship received the adhesion 
uf 3,911,507 votes against 1562; so extensive was his popularity, so 
profound tiie disguat of a republic. The consular constitution was 
promulgated in the last days of 1799, and Bonaparte soon after left the 
too modest Luzembouig for the Tuileries. 

F^^r^.— One of the fizst acts of the nev eoomlate waa • diieet om- 
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tee from Bona^^rf c to the king of England for . peace ; vHioli Wflfli 
replied to by the English minister, who adverted to the origin of the war, 
and intimated tha* " the restoration of the ancient line of priTires, under 
whom Franco }iad enjoyed so many centiirica of prosperity/* would 
afford the best guarantee for the maintenance of peace between the two 
countries, Thia was of course construed, as it wa'^ meant, a rejection of 
the offer. He then decided upon vigorously puiaumg tiie war. He put 
himself «t the head of the army of Italy, and by the rapidity of h» 
opeimtloiis ont|;eneraled his opponente, HaTing made himseu aoqaaintei 
with the position of the Austrian army, enoantped in a valley at the foot 
of Mount St. Bernard, he formed the bold design of surprismg them by 
erosfling that part of the Alps, vhieh wm before considered inaccessible 
to a reg'ularly equipped army. It was, in truth, a most difrlmlt nnd 
daring exploit, exceeding anything that had occurred since the days ct' 
Hannibal ; but in proportion to the peril of the undertakingi tvaa the 
glory that awaited it. 

The battle of Marengo, which was fought on the Hth of June', 1800, 
decided the fate of Italy. Moreau. who waa at this time comm^dht^ 
1h0 army of the Bhine, gained the batlile of Hohenlindeni December dr^ 
1800, and threatened Vienna. These great Tictoties were followed by 
the oolieliuion of a treaty with Austria, in its own name, and that of the 
German empire, but -without the concurrence of Soglaitd, on the 9th of 
Fehninrr, 1801. 

lu thig peace, the course of the Rhine was fived as the limit hetwe^ 
France and Germany. Those German princes who had lost their ten^i- 
tories beyond the Rhine by the new arrangement, were to be in(^emniiied 
by additional possessions on the right hmk of that river. In It:tl/ the 
course of the Adige was fixed as the boundary between Austria and tJiA 
dailfuie repnbiie ; and the former power gave the Briesgau and Ortenatt 
to tiie duke of Modeiuu The territories of the grand duke of Tuscany 
woe ereoted into the kingdmn of Etmria, which was given to the here- 
diftai7 prince of Parma, according to a treaty between I*rance and Spain, 
the i^and duke being to be indemnified in Germany for the loss of his 
territories. Thi? peace was the prelude to others. On the 20th of 
Bept^mber, ISQi, Portugal concluded a treaty with France, and Russia 
and Tui'key on the Sth and 9th of October. 

Infernal Machine. — Amidst the joy at the return of the first consul to 
Paris, where he was now employed in organising and consolidating his 
goveniment, an attempt had been made to assassinate him at the opera. 
Booo after, on Ghristaias eve, 1800, while proceeding in his carriage 
thioiif h the narrow street of St. Nicaise, a tremendous explosion took 
plaee just after he passed. The glass of the carriage windows was broken ; 
the very houses of the street shattered ; and some eighty persons killed 
or sererely injured. This is what is known hy the name of the infernol 
m/rehine. Of tho^e in the carriage, Bonaparte alone had presence of 
mind. Flinging himself forward, he called to the coachman, with an 
oath, to drive rapidly. There was no need of such exhortation. When 
he entered the theatre, the first cont'd was calm. His escape seemed 
to enhance his popularity. The tet snsmoion of Bonaparte fell on the 
anavehiatSt the drags of the Jaoolnns. He caused a number of them to 
he ieized| and ex^eimed against tbe negligence of Fouch^, naturally 



d by Google 



106 



BISTO&Y OF FJftAKCB. 



Mi^oted to befriend tbeni. Tb« litteiv Iu>wflf7er, proved to the mrtiebc« 
film of lue mester ttet the royalists were ike inYenton of the iii^Btiial 
machifie. Tli^ irm eaised and puoiehedf bai the pretext against tha 
Jacobins was too opportune to be thzown away ; Cluy still xenudned under 

the inspection of the police. 

Zo8S of 7>Vy;;/,— Tiie avmj which Bonaparte had left behind him bx 
Ufirvpt, under Kielier, cuuid obtain no succours from France, lor the nary 
of England swept the seas. Dessaix agreed to a convention, by which 
the French Uuup* were lo be conveytd back to i xunce wiih ail ibeir 
eflbots, m condituA of evacuating the ooimtry. This ooairentioii was not 
Mtilled by the Biitish goyemment; they sent Abereromhie to en&sce 
■everer eonditloiu, and landing his tvoope, in i^te of a spirited resistancei 
hb loet hifl life in the moment of a second victory. General Hutchins 
who succeeded to the command, continually straitened the position of the 
French, till they capitulated at last, on terms not very different from 
what had been rejected; they were carried in Biitish vessels to their own 
country (September, 1801). In these openUionfl, aa Xadian arxny^ undoi: 

HOT David Baird, had been concerned. 

J^j/edtti&n to ibt. l)u,nifi(jo. — During the fever of the revolution, the 
mulattoes of St. Domingo, to assert their own eoual rights to liberty^ had 
commenced a mvil war against the whites ; but both the oaDnicting 
parties were mined by a general rising of the nemM (Angnsty 1791), 
iriio rendered the whole of the French porfeioii of the isLsnd a aoene of 
Mssacre and devastation ; drimg out those who could escape with tiheir 
lives. In December, 1801, general Le Clerc was sent with forty thou- 
sand men to reduce the colony agaia to obedience, but the yelloNV fever 
devastated their ranksi and the project ultiniately beciune a total 
jBailure. 

Feace of Amiens. — England was also now disposed to enter into nego- 
tiations for peace, and the terms of the treaty of Amiens were soon 
arranged. Iranoe retained h«t aoqnisitiona in Gieiinany and the Nether* 
lands, and her supremacy in HoUand, Switserlsndf and Italy. England 
consented to resign Malta to the knights of St. John ; to make the Ionian 
islands an indep^ident republic ; and to restore all the cdonies she had 
taken from France, except Ceyh)ii and Trinidad. France, on the other 
hand, guaranteed the existence of the kingdoms of Naples and Portugal. 
The treaty was signed on the 27th of March, 1802; and for a short 
time the mkabitanta of Europe were flattered with the prospect of conti- 
nued tranquillity. 

The internal administration of the kingdom, or, as it was still tennod, 
the republic, under the superintendence of Na|)oleonf was wise and 
beneficial. An amnesty restored to Frsnoe 1£0,000 emigraxxts; order 
was renewed; and Hie code of laws then drawn up became a model to 
Burope, Every department of government receiv^ its portioaDL of care ; 
public instruction, tho administration of justice, commerce, industry, 
roads, ports, arsenals, were placed on a better footing, and the legion of 
honour became the hrst step towards the creation of nobility. A con- 
cordat was concluded with the newly-eleeted pope for the Gallican 
church, the articles of which were — ^the establishment of the free exerchie 
of the catholic r^igion; a new division of the French dioceses; fte 
bishops to be aommated by the fimt consul, and to teke an oath df 
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fidelity to tlie republic. In May, 1802, Napoleon Bonaparte wJm 
decreed, in recom pence for the eminent services rendered to his countay, 
first consul for ten years, in addition to the ten already allotted ; and, in a 
fihort inter?al| this waa re-amended into a yote dedaring him coxMUl fos 
life. 

TFar and Conspiracy, — His extraordinary successes, the adulations of the 
ifeny, aodliiB deotion^ SntOkieated the cluef <Ni]itul ; so much so. indeed, 
fUfr if 'ihM not l«mer l>mre h* took an oopoftunitj of openly iiyiT yt^^g ^ 
Eng lish ambassador. During a public ieree hi abruptly addsennd lotA 
Wmtworthy the English ambassador : You are Modeclr on wiTf it 
i l l fljifl — ^you wish it. After fifteen years' combat, we must yet reoom* 
mehce for fifteen years to come. You force me to it." He then turned 
to the ambassadors of Spain and Eussia: The English will have war. 
TJiey are the first to draw the sword. I will be the last to put it in the 
BCabbard. They do not respect treaties, and we must henceforth cover 
them with a black crape. You may destroy France, but you shall not 
fffthnWIrtB her/* A veimral of hofoUtiBt wm the natural result ; and U> 
weA sa extent did Boni^arte oany hb animodtiei againat l^ l^nflj 
that on the ground that two French shipe had been oaptvcred prior to th# 
ibrmal declaration of wiirv he issued a decree for the detentbn of all the 
SngUsh in France ; and under this infiringement of international law, the 
'number of British subjeeta detained in "Smtm amounted to U,000| ud 
in Holland to 1,300. 

' A conspiracy was detected in 1804, for the assassination of Bonaparte, 
and the overthrow of the consular government. The principals in this 

Byt were general Pichegru, Georges (an enthuaiaatic loyalist), and 
K^olais, a friend of genenl Moreau, who alio was eharged with disafiea- 
wl to the eonsolar goTemmnut Pendlag the trialii PidiegBu. was 
Ibnnd strangled in prison : 'Georgei, and some of his fUMomplioeSy irne 
potbGdy executed ; and Moreau was sentenced to two yemP inqpcison- 
ment^ which was commuted to banishment to America. 

One of the foulest atrocities of modem times was next perpetrated by the 
order of Bonaparte. The duke d'Enghien, eldest son of the duke of Bourbon, 
was seized in the neutral territory of Baden, and taken Urst to Strasburg, 
tiience to Paris, and afterwards to the castle of Vincennes, where a 
military commission met on the night of his aiiiYal to try him, on the 
charge of having served in the emigrant armies against Franue, and 
lof Mng privy to the eonspkmoy of €toorge9. It| however, signified litfle 
nhaft the charges were ;-he impredestmed for unmedkte ezeention ; and, 
in defiance of every barrier of intemational law, justice, and humanity, 
he was taken out uid shot in the castle ditchf ailmoit immediately after 
IAb midnight trial was concluded. A murder worthy of the worst days 
of the revolution was perpetrated ; the heir of Conde had ceased to live ; 
and Bonaparte, endeared by this pledge to the regjlcades, wa* assured oi 
their support iu maintaining^ the iniperial throne. 

The ambition of Bonaparte to obtain this dignity, and lis denuncia- 
tions against £ngland| seemed to occupy all his thoughts j and, truly, 
these were objects of no litde magnitnde. At length, on the 1st of May, 
m motion was made in ^ trihunato^ finr oOBferring on Kapoleon 9ona* 
jnte the rank of empecoTy with hereditary siwoession in his family* The 

deereeofth»tiibfaaatow»8dopledh/the smte» and power gnrea to 



lOe BISTORT OF 

Bonaparte, if he had no male issue, to adopt an heir from the children of 
his brothers. The titles of prince, princess, and imperial highness were 
conferred ou all memben of the ^maparte family. Twenty yoted for, 
aeyen against Bonaparte'e election to the eovereignty in the tribnnate« 
To such numbeia were reduced even the mock representation of France* 
Camot alone, as a stanch republican, spoke boldly forth hia opinion. 
** Shall freedom, then," said he, ** be shown to man, in order that he 
may never enjoy it ? Must it ever be offered to his view, as a fruit, 
tempting indeed, but fraught with death as the consequence of touching 
it ? Nature is then, indeed, but a stepmother !" The people at large 
were to be consulted as to the hereditary right implied as belonging to 
this title ; and it is worthy of remark, that whilst the votes for the con- 
anlate had been nearly four nullions, with a few hnndn^ dissentient 
Toices, the d,521,675 that dedared for the empire were connterbalaaced 
by upwards of two millions that protested. Thna ended the French 
republic under all its phases. It had lasted eleyen years andfour months — 
almost the exact duration of the English conunonwealti^ fnm. the death 
of Charles!. 
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(ISth May, 1S04, lo 21st April, iSn.) 

f%$ Oaronathn^^This new monarchy brougM vith it a court and pomp. 
Hie brothers of the emperor were declared French prinoee; great dignitaries 
wore created, republican genenJa were transformed into marshals of 
ttie empire. Pope Fitie YII. now proceeded to Paris, and on the 2nd of 

December solemnly anointnd the new emperor, who him-^^elf placed the 
imperial crown upon his own hrnd, as well as upon that of Josephiiie. 
Pius VII. spoke an humble homily on the occasion. Comparing himself 
to EUa9 and to Samuel, and Napoleon to Hazael, to Jehu, to David, 
and to Saul, the pontiff consecrated, m the name of the Deity, whose 
yioe-regent on earth he was, the crown of the new emperor. In return 
te 10 much condescension, he had not been able 1x> obtain the xestitu- 
tioa of the three legations, and he returned discontented. The Italian 
repablic followed tno example of France ; and on the 15th of March, 
1805, having named their president king of Italy^ Napoleon, on the 26th 
of May, with his o^^i hnndg, nhn placed the r\9W crown of the T/omhar- 
dian kings upon hia own head, and was anointc l by the firchbiabop of 
Milan. He appointed hia wife's son, Eugene do Eeauhamais, viceroy of 
Italy. During his presence in Italy, the senate of the Ligurian republio 
demanded and obtained the incorporation of the Genoese btate with the 
French empire, on the 4th of June ; and the amall republio of Lucca 
was transfofmed in the same year into an hereditary principality for 
Bonaparte*s sister, the princess Eliaa. He was already, also, preparing 
thrones to establish his brothers. 

Third Coition* — ^Abroad, the transition from the republic to the 
empire was easy, and well received by the friendly or neutral powers. 
?ni3sia, Spain, and Austria, hasten '^d to acknowledge Napoleon, and the 
protf'-^t of the count de Lille, dated from Warsaw, found no echo there. 
The king of Sweden, on the other hand, continued to caU the emperor 
M. Napoleon Bonaparte j llusaia was reserved ; and Great Britain did 
not even reply to the official communication notifying the great change. 
KspoleoUy who only aspired to justify his eleyatlon by military triomphSi 
was little disconcerted by this secret or avowed hostility. War became 
inevitable. The threatened invasion of Britain had long been the theme 
of {srery tongne, and the people of France had been diverted £roxn all 
other thoughts during th<? momentous changes which, with a mac:ir'ian*g 
wand, had taken place in that pystrm. of government, for tbe att unmnnt 
of which the blood of Frenchmen had flowed with such reckless prodi- 
gality. A third coalition against France was concluded at Petersburg, 
between England and Russia, April 11, 1805. Austria joined the 



m maims of f&angb. 

ffW^odexuf ia August, and Sweden Hkewke wm made a party to and 
ieM»rad a subBldT. But tbe emperor Ntpolaon felt aaiiiiedy that vh3a 
li04»iikL detach Pnusia from the ▼bioh. he did by promieu^ 

Hanover to the king, ha had ao groat canon to apprehend any aenotia 

injury from the otker powers. 

In Italy, tho archduke Charles was opposed to marshal Mauena; at 
the same time, 25,000 French marched, under St. Cyr, from Naples into 
upper Ital}^ after a treaty of neutrality had been concluded between 
France and iS^iplua. The Austrian army in Germany was commanded 
by the archduiio Ferdinand and general Mack. This army penetrated 
into Bavaria in September, 1805, and demanded that the elector should 
e&kher unite hit Isroea with the Auftnans. or disband them, upon which 
the eketor joined Napoleon ; and a similar comae was adopted by the 
dnkei of Wirtemberg and Baden. 

Forsaking the camp of Boulogne, where he had been preparing for* 
midable armaments for the projected invasion of EDglandy Napoleon 
hastened towards Wirtemberg, and issued a declaration of war. The corps 
of Bernadotte and the Bavarians having marched towards the Danube, 
through the neutral territory of Anspacb, belonging to Prussia, the latter 
power, which had assembled its armies in the neighbourhood of the 
ttuasian frontier, renounced its obligations to France, and, by the ircaiy 
of Potsdam^ oondnded on the M of November, during the ata^ of \h& 
enperar Alexander at BerUn, promised to join the enemies of Napoleoo* 
The Prussian armies, in conjunction with the Ssxona and Hessiana, took 
up a hostile position, extending between the frontiers of Silesia and the 
Danube. But the Austrian armies in SmU»ia had heen rapidly turned 
and defeated by the French, in a series of operations, extending from the 
6th to the 13th October ; upon which Mack, in the easy capitulation of 
Ulm, surrendered with 30,000 men, but the archduke Ferdinand, by 
continual fighting, reached Bohemia. The French now penetrated, 
through Bavaria and Austria, into Moravia, and after having obtained 
possession, in. November, of the dedles of the Tyrol, and diivea back 
seyml lussiaa e<Np8 in a senes of skirmishes, they occnpied Yienna on 
the 1 8th of Noranher. and aftmrarda took posiBeasion of Preshurg. The 
next great battle, fought at Austerlits, on the 2nd of December, decided the 
war, slihough it had only lasted two months ; and the archduke Charley 
having received information of the event in Suabia, retired through tbs 
German provinces, after having fought a dreadful battle upon the Adigc, 
which lasted three days. The battle of Austerlitz, in which Napoleon ao 
signally defeated the allies, was well contested by the troops on both sides. 
The Austro-Kussian annies amounted to 80,000 men, commaiided by 
general Xutusoff, and prince Lichtcnsteiu, but the loss of 100 pieces of 
eanaon« and 30,000 killed, wounded, and prisoners, on the aids of ths 
allies, was an irresistible proof of the den>erate nature of the confliot» 
as well as of the good fortune of Napoleon, An immense number 
perished in the lake of Tutz, by the ice giving way. Davoustp 8ouU| 
Xionnes, Berthier, and Murat, most distinguished themselves among the 
French marshals. This battle of Austerlitz, or, as it was called, of 
the three emperors, has remained celcbrateii in the annals of the empire, 
for nev^r was a more pplendid triumph obtained at smaller sacrifice. 

'^K>oidiers/' &misk piovJLtaoiUiQJLi of the i^mpaox^ the nej^t daj^ am 
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satisfied witfc ycu ; j'm have adorned your eacrles with immortal glory. 
An army of a huniiied thousand men, commanded by the emperors of 
Bussia and Austria, has been, in less than Ibur days, cut up or routed i 
iSkotB who hm escaped your steel, hav^* iMSn drdiftteA iftthe lake. Fdfty 
itandards, those of the imperial Eussian guard, tt kundrai mi' i^mxty 
p^oes of artillery, twenty genersls, more than thirty thoustt&d (tffisoAisrs, 
are the results of this evermore celebrated battle. Tiiis muoh-yauntea 
infantry, superior to ours in niimbpra, has not "been able to reaist 
your clash, and henceforvrard you will have no more rivals to dread. 
Thus, in tiiree monthS| this tbkd coalition has been yanquished and 
dissolved." 

An interview between Napoleon and Francis TI. immediately followed, 
and an armistice was concluded on the 6th of December. By the treatj of 
peace cf Piesbur Austria yielded its Yen^an possessionB to tlie kmgw 
dcm 6i Ital^; tne Tyrol and seTond German oonntries to Baivteia; 

BrSSBgaa to Baden ; and otibier Suabian provinces to Wirtemberg. She 
also recognised tbo electors of Bavaria and Wirtemberg as kings, aa4 

the elector of Baden as sovereign elector. These, and other concessions, 
Austria wag eompelled to make. These vi'^torioa werp, however eloiidpd 
by Ingres at yea. France suffered deeply from the naval ]>o^vcr of Eng- 
land ; the united fleets nf Fiance and Spain, under Viileneuve and 
Gravina, being nearly annihilated by Nelson, in the battle of Trafalgar, 
which took place on ilie 21al of October. The French admiral, in despair, 
committed sniedde, and Bonaparte ne?er agam attempted to dispute 
dominion of tiie sea nitii England. On the Idth of December Hie 
emperor concluded a treaf^' tritS Prussia at Vienna) in which the allianoe 
between both these powers was renewed, and a reciprodd guanmtee of 
the ancient and newij-acqfuired states exchanged. France pretended to 
give Hanover to Prussia ; and, on the other hand, Pni??ia yicWod to 
France Anspach, Clcvc, and Neufuhatel. Prussia was now oblii^^ed to 
act offensively against England, as well by taking possession of Hanover 
as by excluding English vessels from the ports imder her control* 
Joseph, the elder brother oi" tliu emperor, was, by au imperial decree, 
named king of Kaples and Sicily, which had been conquered by marshal 
Maflsena, who marched with an army from upper Italy into Naples, on 
account of a pretended breach of neutrality, occasioned by the landing of 
the Engli^^h and Kussians. But Ferdinand IV. took refuge in Sicily 
with his family ; and that island, being protected by the English Meet, 
formed mcrcl}'' a nominal nppendntre to the crown of Joseph Bonapirtc, 
Talk'^Tand received the nominal title of prince of BL;ncv'^T)t.o liernadotto 
waa proclaimed prince of Ponte Corvo; and Louis, the second brother of 
tlio emperor, was proclaimed hereditary and craiistitutional king of Hol- 
land. With the same dibregaid of political justice, the constitution of 
the Grennan empire, which had lasted above a thousand years, was 
overthrown on tiie 12th of July, 1800, to make way for the Ehenisft 
confederacy, of which the emperor Napoleon was named protector, 
francis II., withdrawing from the ancient title of emperor of vermany^ 
contented himself with that of emperor of Austria. At the same time^ th^ 
remams of republicanism, as the calendar, were abriished, and a ne# 
nobilit}' creiT'd to adorn the imperial court. 

jfwfth CQaMm.'^i^rwsmf whieh had tem i iao d neutral aincc the 
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tNftiy of Bftsle^ bec8»e uuMoaed ei the treatment slie t<eeeiTed from 
KapoleoOf and efltunating her own titreof/h. byUie glory of Frederick II 
in the seyen yeanf vsr, entered upon uie struggle ^th France, single 
handed, and after poace bad been conrlndcd Anstria. The cabinot of 
Berlin had learnt that in the conference, opened between M. Talleyrand and 
Lord Yarmouth, the que8tion of despoiling Prussia of Hanover, in order to 
restore it to England, nad been seriously debated. It knew, moreover, that i 
the establiahmenlof the coiiiederation of the iihine had no other object than 
that of substituting French preponderance la Germany to Pmaaiaiiinflaewie 
and to the Aaetrim protectorate. It oodeaTOared* in its turn, to fonn witli 
Mecklenbiurgt Saanmy, the duchy of Brunswick, Hesse, and the Hanseatic 
towns, a confederation of the northern states, which might, in case of 
need, throw itself into the arms of Bossia ; but Napoleon imperatiyely 
enjoined Saxony to refuse it?^ signature, and from that moment matters 
assumed a M arlike aspect. The pacific Fox had died in London, and the 
Whig adinioistration was sncceeded by a Tory gOTcmment, composed of 
men formed in the school of Pitt, and who accelerated the rupture between 
the two countries. England, JvuBsia, Piusoia, aud Sweden united, and 
the fourth coalition was forn)od. ProsBifi was lost; she had a splendid 
armT of two hnndved and ibrty thousand men, liill of enthuaiasnit 
kindled hy the watlike harangues of a young and worshipped qneen ; hot 
she was not a natch against the irresistible clmh of the imperial masaes, and 
a^BW days were about to suffice for her destruction. Her ultimatum was a 
real declaration of war : it demanded that all the French troops should he 
recalled to the other side of the? Iihine, and that no further obstacle should 
be placed to the formation of the northern league, On the Tcry day that 
this ultimatum was dated ( IbI of October), Napoleon, who had foreseen 
the eyent, penetrated into Germany with 195,000 men, and on the 14tl^, 
at the moment that Daroost, wnh very inferior foroes, oYeithiow« at 
Auerstadt, the 60,000 men of the dnke of Brunswick, who was IdUed In 
the affray, the emperor was crushing, at Jena, the 70.000 comhata&jts 
of prince Hohenlohe. Morethan20,000 Prussians werekiUedaDdwounded^ 
and 40,000 talcen prisoners, with ?>00 pieces of cannon. Prince Ferdi- 
nand died of his wounds. Never did battle lead to such brilliant results; 
the Prussian monarchy was overwhelmed with stupor. A panic seized 
the garrisons ; all the principal towns of Prussia, west of the Oder, 
surrendered to the French soon after the battle i and on the 25th of 
October Napoleon entered the capital. 

He next promulgated the oelelnrated Berlin decree, or **eontineatai 
system," by which the British islsnds were declared in a state of 
blockade, all articles of British manufacture were interdicted, and all 
vessels touching at England, or any English colony, excluded mm OTOiy 
harbour imder the control of France. 

Beyond the Vistula, the war between France and Eussia was opened 
on the 25tli of December, 1806, by the fif^ht of Czamowo, in which the 
French carried the Russian redoubts upou the left bank of the Ukra. On ■ 
the succeeding morning, fJavoustdrove field-marshal Kameuskj i out of his 
petition ; and on the day following the marshal renounced the command- 
in-ohie^ in which he was succeeded hy BennixigBen. This geneni 
suddenly transported the theatre of war into eastern Prussia, irhere flie 
Russians, on the %M of Jsauaxy, 1807^ attact^ed the adyaneed post% of 
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the prince of l^onte Corvo, who engaged them oathe 25th, at Mohrungen, 
and by his manceu^Tes covered the llank of the French army, until a 
junction was fonned. After continued fighting from tliu Ist to the 7th of 
rebruary , the battle of Eylau took place. The slaughter was dreadful ; both 
ptttSei claimed the victory, and hoth were gM to pause while they 
xettnited their respectiye anniee* 

The next operation of consequenoe was the siege and hombardment of 
JDantzic, by general Lefebvre ; and generai Kalhreuth was compelled to 
capitulate on the 2 Uh of May, p.ftcr marshal Lanncs had dcfeo.ted a body 
of Kufisians, who had landed at Weichselmundo, with the view of raising 
the siege. At last, after a series of skirmishes between the different 
divisions of the hostile armies, the decisive vietory of the FiLiich over 
the Baaaians, at Friedlaud, on the 14Lii ut June, 1807, led to the peace 
of Tilsit ; which was concluded on the 9th of July, between France and 
Eusaia, by Talleyrand and count Eallcrenth, after an interview between 
the donee monanuis, upon the Niemen, and subsequently at Tilsit. In this 
peeee IP^mssia was shorn of territories oontaining upwards of one-half of the 
former population of that kingdom ; and from the various districts which 
ftUintothe conqueror s liands, were formed two new states : tlie kins^dora of 
^Ve3tphalia and the dukedom of ^Warsaw. The former was given to 
J.?roTno Bonaparte, and the king of Saxony was flattered with the title 
of duke of War.-aw. Upon the intercsssion of llussia the dukes of 
Mecklenhurg-Schwerin, Oidenbuig, and Cobui'g were reinstated ; and 
France and Eussia exchanged reciprocal guarantees of their possessions, 
and of those of the other powers included in this peace. Russia and 
Fnnwfi were compelled to adhere to the contin^tal blookade, and to close 
tbilr pcrts to England. Napoleon returned to Paris to receive the usual 
tiAsile of admiration, which always awaited him on the return of hii 
campaigns. The coVumn on the Place Yendome, for which the cannon 
of the enemy had furnished the bronzCi was erected to perpetuate the 
memory of his great achievements. 

Never had the fortune of man been more brilliant; the whole world 
was struck with astonishment at victories so rapid, and seemed to bend 
it*elf before so colossal a power. But his ambition was boundless; 
and under the guise of giving freedom te the worId| he beoame its greatest 
tyrant* No sovereign could be more absolute : he regarded other men 
M iMignificant cipher^^, destined to increase the amount of that unify 
vUeh centred in himself. He talked of th e glory of France ; but thought 
only of his own exaltation, and was gratified with the increase of ser^e 
adulation. He re-established the imposts, the abuses, and the prodi:rali- 
ties of the ancient monarchy. The aids and rnonopolics rer^ppeared under 
the name of united duties. The press was kept under by a merciless 
fc-nsorship ; juries were perverted ; prefects and other petty despots 
tiaumed the place of free administrators of justice ; the emperor 
nominated the public functionaries, and all were inviolable; ihe 
ocmSk of state, a dependent and removable body, was the sole arbiter of 
iSbtdt lesponaibility. The election of the deputies was ridioulous, in this 
pretsnded representative government, the laws of which were the dicta of 
tiie emperor, under the name of decrees, or senatorial edicts. Individual 
liberty no longer existed : a police, that was a true political inquisition, 
tfus^eeted even aiienoe itself; accused even the thoughts of men, and 
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«xlai[fldt>Tnr Europe a net of iron. AUthis tfawb iw^ Did Cflwufliiji^liw^ 
m cigeadibi tax udob. human life, was levied with unspoHog «#ti^tjr i. 
the French youth were ainzencleredio hk will by tbeisonat^i aa'n eort pC 
annual contribution. 

The empire now only counted four hostile powers in Europe . Englanrl, 
Bwcden, i*ortTij]^al, and Sicily. At Austerlitz, it had subjugated ihc 
Austrian monarchy ; at Jena it had dislocated Pnissia ; at Friedland it had 
conquered Russia, witiiout encroaching upon it, but the treaty of Tilsit 
had gained it over to its cause, and for thiee or four years it aided 
in onforcing the obedience of tbe oentineai. NiqpioleoQ lefloived upcn 
striking Sweden and Portugal. Manual Bnma Invaded the Swe&b 
poweeMoni» and ooa^uered Stralsund, the Ue of Engen, and Ppmenuiia. 

The ^airs of Spain now began to occupy the attention of Napoleon; 
ene of hia first objects was, however, to destroy the English influence in 
Portugal. On the 27th of September, a secret treaty was concluded at 
Fontainebleau, between the envoy of the prince of peace, Don Manuel 
Godoy, who governed Spain in the name of the aged Charles IV., and the 
cabinet of Madrid granted passage to the imperial troops. Portugal, alarmed 
at the poasibility of an iuyasion, had athrst broken with Great Britain, but 
the presence oi an English squadron at the mouth of the T^igua had 
nddenlf altered its disjposition, and it resigned itself to tbe liasaits 4^ 
•tn^gglft with Napoleon. On the ISth of Deeember, a deeree^ datod £ipn 
Paris, announced that the house of Braganza had oeaaed to reign ; and 
Junotenteared Lisbon at the head of timty-eight thousand men. Ihe 
prince regent did not even attempt to resist, and embarked with the royal 
family, their treasures, and a few of the princip:il nobility, in a British 
fleet for the Brazils. Everything submitted at the approach of the 
French ; tbe independence of Portugal was cruBlied ; the king of Etruria 
was to receive northern Lusitania, in exchange for Tuscany ; the prince 
of peace claimed for his share the kingdom of Algarya ; and the king of 
Spain, was to be declared protector of these two secondary states, with 
the pompous title of emperor of both Americas. The reouunder of 
country was to be left at the disposal of the conmieror. When the ti^te 
for the partition arrived, it did not take place. Napoleon hw( weightier 
matters in haad| and the Uurone of the Bourbons of Spain was thmtiwind 
in its turn. 

In 1808, the Spanish nobility, tired of the government of tbe prince 
of peace, formed a plot to raise Ferdinand VII. to the throne, and free 
their country from foreign influence. It required no great effort to 
induce Charles to resign lq favour of his son ; but this waa an arrange- 
ment to which Buonaparte would not oonsent ; and both father an4 eon 
now besame pennonem of tha French conqueror, who invaated Im 
brother Joseph, at that time Idng of Ki^iles, with the sovereignty of 
Spain and India. The people now rose cn masse to vindicate ihdr 
lightfl, and that struggle commenced in which the patriotic Spaniards 
were so warmly and successfully supported by the British under "Wel- 
lington, during the long and ar<luous militaiy operations -which ai-^ 
known in England as the *<Penmsular "War." The insurrection was 
. general, and though the French tioops were for the most part succossfol, 
the surrender of Dupont, with 26,000 men, at Bay leu (I SOS), drove 

Jois]^ tfnk a( NMiid olght d^ys after h^ had^tercd it^ Junot waj 
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defeated at \'imieira (1808) by the duke of \Velliiigtail^^*-Gien Sir Arthur 
Wellesley, and eylMtuAdd Portugal. Tliese emiB attnoted the attontkHi 
}ji Viq^toen ; he luMteoed to ftoqvize the ^iNidfllrip '<i£ Almwder of 
lUmlat fo-fts to ensure the quiet of the Gernutiiio border, and poured «m 
enormoos for< > into Spain, under his own command. To the vast pfMrer 
<tf Trance fairly in motion against them, the Spanish patriots could oppose 
no adequate resistance. They were broken on all sides ; an English 
arrnv under Sir John Moore, unequal to the content alone, retreated 
from the interior in ha«to to Conmna, where, finding a battle necessary, 
they secured their embai kation by a yictory in which their commanded' 
fell, and set sail for England (1809). 

The emperor eutored Madrid on the 1st of December, and addressed 
tile Spasime in a proeU]iiatl<m filled with ttodentioii and aidlly aueh as 
fte eouMildd in making. He was preparing to eottplete the yw ifl ca t l o n 
ef the provinces, when he received untoward tidings from Greinmy. 
Xbir' and, ever indefatigable, had Succeeded in forming a fifth cocilitioa* 

J^/th Coalition, — Austria, persevering in her effort nirrnnst Franco, 
took encouragement from the Spanish insurrection and the absence of 
the vetemn troops from Germany, to attempt the re-establishint nt of her 
foiTiier inliuence in Uermany. The emperor Francis accordingly declared 
war against France, and his armies, to the number of 5.50,000 men, 
advanced into Bavaria, Italy, and the dukedom of Warsaw. Napoleon, 
who had only eighty thousand beyond the Bbine, inuMdlately ga^e 
eiieni to his old legiments in the Peninsula to return \tf tosed loarahss 
wpent^ Danube, and he charged Berthier pro visionaUy with the coni> 
iBttod of the army of Germany. These rapid measures baffled the 
Austrian calcidations, and he defieated the archduke Tiouis so severely at 
Bckmuhl and at "Ratisbon, on the 22nd and 23rd of April, that he was 
oompelled to cross the Danube. Vienna was thus opened to the eon- 
oiierorgj and Nap'leoa took possession of that capit^. The archdiiko 
Charles was, liowcver, undismayed ; he attacked the French iii their 
f^osition at Aspem, on the 26th of May, and the French suffered enor- 
mous losses. To cross the Danube in the lioe of a hundred thousand 
Ma under a skilful leader was not an easy task ; for two days the 
pHsage waa disputed, and tiie Tillagea of SBslinp end Awgm. were five 
times taken and retsken. Lannes, duke of Montobello, ene of the 
gl^atest glories of the empire, had both knees shattered by a canaottf*baU, 
end died after frightful suffering*?. The battle continued throng:h next 
daT, and XapoU on was compelled to retreat into the isle nf T/oban, where 
his arir^y was placed in a situation of great jeopardy, the liood having 
Carrie*! away the bridge that connected the i^^land in tne middle of the 
river with the right bank of the Danube, and two months elapsed before 
he was able to repair the disasters of the battle, and again transport hia 
assqr Mrosi the rite^ Then followed the great battle of Wagram, 
wImm Hhe enemy, as at Austerlits, lost his beit troons and his nost 
itttrepvd generals. It was stoutly contested, part of the Frenoh troops 
giav» way before the Austrian right wing, but in the meantime the battle 
erne gained on the left ; and the loss of the Austrians was so great that 
tfT#»T immediately son^ht an armistice of the French emperofi whieh led 
to tJie peace of Vienna, si<^ned on the l i tli of October, isi)9. 

Bf this peace Austria was obliged to resign temteries oontaining three 
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iirillioTis of Btibjocta, Saltzbur^ Ikrehtukgadcn, S:c.^ were given to 
Bavaria ; the whole of western Gallitia^ ar.d a p:irt of eastern Galliciat 
witli the town of Cracow, were united to the dukedom of Warsaw; 8&d 
oUier pitmncei, with part of the kingdom of Italy, were destioed to tai 
a new etate of the lUyiiaa proTinoes ; while Aastria was AaiMelf m 
off from bU commuoicatioii with the sea, by the loss of her potts on fbe 
Adriatic. 

The Tyrolcse, who had been transfenred to the king of Bavaria hy tlie 
treaty of Prpsbtirg:, finding that tbcir nncient immuiilti'-.^ and privilegeB 
had been violated, and that they wcro cruslied by Fcvi re taxation, seized 
the oppurtuuity of the Anfltrian war to rai.-^e the stand ird of revolt; and 
in their early operations tlioy cApollod the Bavarians from the princif^iti 
towDfl. A French army entered the country and laid il waste with tire 
and s wordy md the Tyrolcse, animated by an heroic peasant nannd 
Hofferf expelled the invaders once more, and secnred a brief inteml of 
tranquillity. The result of the hatUe of Wogram, however, gave (lift 
French and Bavarian forces an opportunity of overwhelming thcra ; they 
penetrated the mountain fastnesses ; desolated the land ; executed the 
leadiDf^ patriots rt br Is ; nn^l the land was a^ain subjpctcd to the 
tyranny of Maximilian Joseph, the puppet of Napoleon. Several effort* 
were simultaneously made in Geimany to shake off t lie French yoke; 
but after tlie overthrow of the Austrians there were no lon jcr any hopes 
for them, and the emperor of the French possessed an aiuiust unlimited 
power over l^e northern ^art of continental Europe. 
' Daring Napoleon's residence at Vienna, he abolii^ed the temporal 
power of the pope, and united the remaining territories of the states of 
the church with France, to which ho had previously united Piedmont, 
liguria, Tuscany, and Parma, besides Savoy and Nice. A pension trss 
assigned to his holine??, and the city of Rome was declared an imperial 
and free city. The pope wa>^ eondueted to Frntainebleau, where Napoleon 
concluded a second concordat with him. in which, though the pope did 
not resume his temporal jtu'isdiction, no obtained the right to keep 
ambassadors ai foreign courts, to receive ambassadors, and to appoint to 
certain bishoprics. 

One of the consequences of the peace of Tiennay was the dissolute 
of the marriage between Napoleon and Josephine, which took place in 
December, 1809; and his second xnamage, with the archduchess Maria 
Louisa, daughter of the emperor of Austria, in April, 1810. Ana when 
Napoleon d(>clared the papal territory a province of France, and Rome a 
city of the empire, lie determined that the l^eir apparent of France shoulJ 
hear the title of king of Horae, and that the empuror of France should l»e 
crowned in Home within the first ten years of Ids government. At thi» 
time an expedition from England, under lord Chatham, sailed to At 
Scheldt; but, instead of boldly arriving at Antwerp, it bepn wiw 
Waloheren and Flushing, and turned every way to the tnumpb or 
Napoleon. 

The exertions of the Spanish agauist French cncroachmenti 
aided by the regular armies of Great Britain. While a gueriUa warfare 

waa sustained in the interior, Wellington, making Lisbon his basis, and 
receiving continual Rupplif^s by sea, carried on a stubborn contest, cftf 
varying in scene, with the ablest lieutenanta of Uie emperor. The fint 
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year of hu command saw Soiilt discomfited at Opovto, and Victor 
zepuliad at Talayera ^1809) : but the strength, of the French armus 
'beiag inoreamd, the Bntish ilowly retired before MaaseiiA (1§10), giyine 
him a smart check at Bnsaco, and defying his ntmoit efforts ia fhe fortiftea 
lines of Torres Yedras. Compelled at length by want to retrsat, he 
fuxrendered the command to Marmont, and the year 1811 was distin* 
guished by th^» TictonVs of Graham at Barossa, and of Beresford at 
Albuera, and by the siegea of two sti'onj^ fortresses, Badajos and CiTirfad 
Rodi*igo, by the British, and their relief by tlio French. Those two 
strong places were carried by storm next year (1812), and Marmont was 
Qvurtiirown and severely wounded in the battle of Salamanca. The 
Britidi adrsneing as as Burgos, were compelled again to retire before 
the numbers of the French, and as eyenta daewhere dimimshed their 
numbers, WelUllgton resumed the offensiye, and totally defeated king 
Joseph at Yittoria (1813); then, driving marshal Souh before him, 
he gained ground continually, fighting his way through the Pyrraess, 
and at last entering France itself (1813). The cnmpfii^ns in this 
quarter were closed by the victory over Soult at Toulouse (1811). 

JTitr with Russia. — The good understanding that had prevailed bt^tween 
Na|M)leuu and Alexander shxcc the peace of Tilsit wm gradually dis- 
turbed by adverse circumstances. The continental system, which cut 
off dl commercial telatiotts with Qreat Britain, deprived Eussia of a 
niarkot for its produce ; and an affixmt offered to the duke of Oldanbnif , 
a near relation to the emperor Alexander, was considered hy the emperor 
as an insult to himself. At length Eiossia and Sweden made common 
cause with Great Britain, in opposing Napoleon's darling "continental 
system,'* while the latter was preparmg an expedition to Eussia on a 
most gigantic scale. On the 13Lh of March, 1812) the senate passed a 
decree by which the national guard of the empire was divided into three 
bans, in order to pi o vide for the deieiice uf Fraaco until the retium of 
the army which was about to leave the country, and one hundred 
miments of the firrt ban were placed at the disposal of the minister of wv. 

commenced (1812) by the assembling of 800,000 men upon the fron- 
tiers of Eussia, and with 400,000 Napoleon led the invasion into that vast 
and wild empire. On the 9th of M ay Napoleon quitted Paris with the 
emrvross for T)re9(1eTi. At this town he had given rendezvous to his allies, 
and never certainly did Europe see m'-\\ n court : the emperor of Austria, 
tlu' king of Prussia, were amongst tliosc wlio waited on Napoleon. King^3 
and princes of inferior rank crowded his antechambers and salooiiS, and 
stooped before the mighty emperor of yesterday. On the 29Ui of May 
he left the capital of oazony, and a month after a prodamation dated 
fnm his imperial quarters of Wilkouski, said, " Soldiera, the second 
Polish war has commenced; the first temiiT^atedat Friedland and at 
Tilsit. At Tilsit, Eussia has sworn eternal alliance with f rsnce, and 
eternal war to England ; non^ she violates her oaths. Russia is 
carried a WIT by fatality ; licr Into shall be fulfilled I Does she believe 
us dt'^^enciated ? Are we no longer the soldiers of Austerlitz ? We are 
jilfif cd between dishonour and war, our choice cannot, therefore, be 
doubtful. Let us march forward! Let us cross the NiemenI Let 
us carry the war upon the enemy's territory \ The second Polish war 
irill be glodoua to French arms, like the tot ; but the peaoe that we 
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liuA MNMWle^viU Arli« wMh. ill ?t»aiBii o awn it % tiilr vgl^yol fpn p4 
lotflftt^ud iiflaiBM which BuBsia has ezeiciaed for fif^.|tmi; jQvir 
Urn Affairs of Europe/' On tho 24th of June ti|« Prench annj ^trossed 
the frontier river Kiemen, and directed its march to tlie capital of 
Lithuania. As the French advanced, the Russians retired, wasting Uie 
country in their retreat. Napoleon then, with, his main body, marched 
upon Moscow, >vhile a large division of his forces menaced the road 
to St. Petersburo^. But tlie main force of the invaders advanced to 
Smolensko, wliigh. wo^ justly regarded as the bulwaik of Moscow* Tbi^ 
Jitiox^ly fortified poaitiiDii talu hy itum m the ilth^^ Aoguat, 
§tkts^ ItM but bloody atniggle, the Ayssiaa ceofinil BaxcUy de Toll j, 
Mng the town, on hie retreat. But Moeoew wai not to he ahendoned 
without another efforts Kutiuof^ who now -assumed the commaod of 
tt# BmaianHy fixed upon a position near the village of Borodino, and 
Qiere firmly awaited the invading host. Nearly seventy thousand men 
fell in this furious and sanguinary conflict, and as the French were joined 
by new reinforcements after the battle, Napoleon entered Moscow, and 
took up his residence in the Kremlin, the ancient palace of the czars. 
The citizens, however, imder the direction, or with the sanction, of the 
Hovemor Kostopchiu, not only detenained to abandon their beloved 
mteopolis, but to consign it to thefiamea; and aoareel^ had l2ie finndi 
troi^s congratulated themselves on having secured winter quarten in 
that cold and iBhomtable region, ere the conflagratioiL burst fortJli in 
every direction ; and notwithstanding every device was tried to subdue 
the flames, they ceased not until more than three^fbortha of the <ii9 
were a mass of smoking embers. 

In this unexpected and embarrassing position, Napoleon gave orders 
for a retreat. All the horrors that the imagination can conceive were 
now felt by the helpless fugitives, who so lately were the boasted 
conquerors of southern Europe. The winter had set in unusually eaily, 
md Imm as the-Freoch acudiera were, the climate of Bnaaia wna: m 
enemy too powerful iat them to contend with. Thooaanda np(m 
thouiaada perished with cold and hunger; thonsanda npon thousand^ 
lall beneath the swords of their relentless pursuers, who, maddened by 
the recollection that their hearths and homes had been polluted by these 
invaders, and that their ancient city lay smouldering in the dust, heeded 
not their cries for mercy. The cold of the winter was unusually severe^ 
and the bravest veterans lay dead by the road-side, or fled at the hurrah 
of the dreaded Cossacks. Tiie wreck of the mighty army retreated 
throu^ Prussia and Poland, into Saxony; while Napoleon, bent on 
pr(^yiding for hia own pwaonaL aafi^ty, and anxioui te deviaa ioapM neir 
nlan by which the progreaa of tiiie enraged enemy night , be inqpededi 
naatened to Paris with oSX the speed that post-horses (?ould effect, lenviag 
Vurat to lead the broken remnants of his troops back to Poland. 

Sixth Coalition, — The prolonged absence of Napoleon had raised 
throughout France the secret hopes of his enemies. At Paris he had 
been believed to be dead for a short time, and a bold conspirator, general 
Mallet, had attempted a bold stroke against his government, which could 
not succeed, as the empire was too strong to be overlkiown by ?orae 
nbaenie men. . (23rd October 1812.) Malietj and some of his accom- 
plieeei were puttedeethtaniAefiMity'ofttMffiam 



hut the immensity of the disasters experienced in the campaign of 
Jlnssia struck all minds with stupor ; the emperor was received with a 
gloomy eftdnesS) painfolly conMs^lf irifli llie enthttsiasm of IbnnMr 
Mtfttk' llef^erthelefl^ f& Beatte designed iMf t6 
Ite ^hbeoitomed' dooiMfy* Chi ike llth of January, a senatoiiil decree 

KMbA at tiie disposal of I9ie minister of irar, the hundred troops of the 
i ban of Hbo national guard already organised, ordeted the levy «f a 
hundred thousand men of the classes of the f(nir preceding years, and 
called to arms a hundred and fifty thousand conscripts of 1814, without 
reckoning the contingent of 1813. Eighty thousand national guards of 
the first ban, ninety thousand men of the conscription of 1814, and ten 
thousand mounted guards of honour, who were to clothe, to equip, and 
to mount themselves at their own expense, were moreover sent to tho 
adbnoeef tbeliraiiffittiofthe west andilieMmUi. Theee were extraaie 
tm^Bv a eB whicK esnied nnovrmng^ into ftmiliea ie oraeUy deainkated hy 
^ wrmea of 1812, but idafineements were needed everywlleve. The 
rerersea in Spain were about to lead to the entire d^veranoe of the 
Pemamila. In Italy, Murat, forgetful of his ori^, was ^paring to 
Xnake common cause with the enemies of France. In Germany, all the 
sovereigns were on foot ; whilst the kings of Bavaria and Wirtemberg 
armed in favour of the protector of the confederation. Prussia, although 
militarily occupied by the French troops, signed a treaty of alliance with 
Russia at Breslau; Sweden promised, iu return for iSforway, its active 
participation in the eoalxtion; and Austria, wMch was prevented 1^ 
lmdl]f ties, ftom openly dedaring henel^ entered inte secret engagements 
wHk the cabinet of St. Petersburg. 

N^SfMjIeOtty desirous of effacing by new successes the remembrance of 
the campaign of Moscow, left Sami Olood on the 15th of April, arrived 
at Erfurth on the 26th, and gave orders to prince Eugene and marshal 
Ney to advance in the direction of Leipzig. He himself began to move 
at the head of eighty thousand conscripts, to effect his junction with his 
generals, and came into collision at Lutzen with a hundred and fifty 
tnousand Prussians and Russians, imder Blucher and count "Witzenstein 
(2nc| May). The affray was terrible, and the new levies did their duty 
fiDUjir. TbB'mnoif Was yanquislied With a loss* of twenty^fiTe titoasfaid 
nm; iNtt not %e pursued to want of cavalry. The batHe ^ 
J Mtzen produced a great sensation in Germany; those of Bautzen and 
Wurtchen, which followed closely (19th and 2lBt of May), decided tbe 
cabinet of Vienna to offer itself as mediators, and plenipotentiaries were 
sent by both Pidog to the con^ss of Prague. Austria demanded the 
abandonment of the duchy of Warsaw to the three powers, of Illyria to 
herself, tbe re-establishmont of the Prussian monarchy, and the dissoKi 
tion of the confederation of the Rhine. But Bonaparte could not, would 
not yield ; and Austria was flung into the alliance of his enemies 
I^cis II. dedared' war against France; tbe Austrian generaUssimO| 
prrncfrBeitwartzenber^, manosnvted with the Russians and FrussiattB to 
craA iMFrendi in iKresden, ^hm Napoleon had commenced a series 
of operations against his severisJ foes 'which at first were Sttocessftll. 
But the tide of fortune turned ; different divisions of his army were 
successively defeat'^fl, nnd he collected his pcnttered forces for ono 
tremendouA ^ort, which was to decide the ^ of Europe, fietixing to 
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Iielpsui, he iiim made a ctradt and nadflr theiviBf of ftiiapdeiiti&ity 
he eitetaiaed a torriUe de£Mty Oetober 18, the Saxon troops ia his service 
having deserted in a body to the allies during the engagement. Com* 
pelled to evacuate Leipzig he letveated upon the Khine, followed by the 

allied troops; and after a sercrc struggle at Hanau, October 30, in 
which the Bavarians, under the command of general Wrede. took a decisire 
part of^ainst the J^^ench, they were defeated, and multituJua -were made 
ri^i n.< rs. liornadolte undertook the ta^k of expelling the French from 
axuuy. The sovereign governments in the kingdom of WeBlphalia, the 
grand dukedom of Frankfort and Berg, and the countries of the princes 
of Ixenburg and Yonder Lejen were now overtomed; the eleetor of Hesse 
Cassel, the duke of Bninsiraok Wolfenbuttsl, and the duke of Oldenburgi 
returned to their own country ; the Ilanoyerians a^aln acknowledged 
their old paternal govenunent; and the Russian administration was 
reintroduced into the prorincea hetwccn the Rhine and the Elbe. Con- 
sidcvft'^'ile yr!a«''e3 of troops, partly Yoliinteers and partly drafted from the 
iVussian miUlia, enthusiastically followed the Aualnans, Russians, and 
Prussians across the Rhine. The flame of independence spread to 
Holland, the yoke of France was spumed, and the hereditary claims of 
the house of Orange were rapturously ackxiowle^^ed. 

Whfle the allies were thus eflbotmgthe humination, of Napoleon, by 
following up their successes to the Terr gates of Psxis» Wellington's army 
adTsnoed slowl y but steadily towards Baycone» As he advanoed, the did 
partisans of the Bourbons began to reyive ; the exiled family was pro* 
claimed, and the white flag floated on the walls of Bordeaux. Napoleon 
had the advantage over Bluchor at Brienne, on the 29th of January, 
1814, but was forced to treat at I^a Rochi^re, where the allies had 
<»Ticentrated their forces. lie now retired between the Loire and the 
Kame, with the view of covering Paris ; and it was not wiihout 
diihculty that Blucher succeeded in penetrating the French line. On 
the dOm of Maroh^ two hundred tnonsand men arrlTsd under the 
walls of the capital. The empress and her son had left it; the defence 
was wanting in initiatiye and concert; they were still fighting on the 
heights, however, during the whole day ; but the capitul^ion could be 
no longer delayed, and Napoleon, who was approachinp; with fifty 
thousand men, learnt the sad tidings at Fontainebleau. On the 31st of 
March, 1814, the allies entered Paris, in the midst of a numerous 
population and profound silence. The senate soon after met; this body, 
so long humble and submissive before the master, hastened to repudiate 
him, and to declare him fallen from the throne. A council was held 
between the emperor Alezsndery the king of Ptnssia, prince Schwart* 
senherg, M. de Talleyrand, the duke of Dslberg, and Devon Loiiis» at 
which l^e fate of the emperor was finally de^ed upon; the allies 
demanded an absolute abdication. Napdeonhiadalready resigned the crown 
conditionally in favour of his son, and on the 13th of April he finally 
abdicated without conditions. The allied suvereigus had announced that 
they a< kn(»wledged tlie rights of France only to the territory embraced 
within ltd ancient limits, under its kings; and, finally, that they would 
acknowledge and guai^tee the govemment which the French nation 
should adopt. They therefore incited the senate to establish a proYisioiiel 
gorenunent for theadministiafcionof the country and the prepexattooef * 
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constitutioii. The provisional government, composed of Talleyrand, do 
Be um ogyflle, de Jauoourt, de Dfuberg, and the abM Montesquion, called 
to the throne Louis XYIIL, and the BourbonB vreie once more in 
posseeaion of the sorereiguty of France. Prance was at the mercy of its 
enemies, who, together with the capital, occupied all the departments of 
the east. Marshal Soult was defeated by the duke of Wellington at the 
batttle of Toulouse ; and the count d'Artois was compelled to f^iini a 
disastrous convention. On the 20th of April Napoleon departed lor tho 
iale of Elba, the sovereignty of which had been ceded to him, with tho 
title of ex-emperor, and a pension oi two miilions of livrcs and four 
hundred men of his guard. The empress Maria Louisa obtained the 
dochiee of FUcentia, raxmSy and Guastalla, with the power of trans- 
mitting them to her son, after her death. A pension of two millions fonr 
hundred thousand francs was stipulated for the members of the imperial 
£unily, and a suitable establishment out of France for the (dnoe Sngene* 
Ihuilhiished the empire and commenced the xeatoratioiif 
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(12th APBOy ISHf TO 2tat JxTLTy 1880.> 



JFlV^f }tesfora*top. — Louis XTTTT., after the peace of Tilsit, ha*! 
taken refuge in England, where he was honourably received, nni 
Haxtwell, in Buckinghamshire, a scat helonging to the marquis of 
Buckingham, was aisigned as his residence, where he remained till 
the fall of Napoleon called kirn from hia relitut to rcascend the throne 
of Ilia nuseatm. He waa accompanied from London to DoTer Inr 
George IV., ftt €bat time pxince regent, and conducted to O0m 
hy the dnfcft of C]BieDee» afterwards William IV. On the 3rd 
of May he made his en^ into Paris. Wearied iho imperial yoke^ 
and with continual war, France hailed the return of peace with acclama- 
tion s of joy and hope. The Benators, in conjunction with ^omc others, 
formed a chamber of peeiti. At the ?nme time was convened the legisla- 
tive body of tlie empire, which formed the chamber of deputies ; and 
Louis, who had declared hia determiiialion to adopt a liberal constitution, 



ocnutitutionai charter waa presented to the nation by the long on the 4th 
of June* It contained the principles of a limited monarchy : as, the 
eauality of all Frenchmen in tne eye of the law ; the equal obligati<^>n of 
an to contribute to the eacpenses of the state ; the equal right of all 

Frenchmen to all offices; personal liberty; the free exercise of religion, 
and the liberty of the press ; the security of properly ; obli\'ion of the 



officers, and proposing and puhhshing the laws, vaa declared to be 
ioTiolable; the legislative power was Tested in him, in eonjunetfion wit^ 

the two chambers ; laws relating to imposts and taxes w ei r rrqufirsd to 
be presented first to the chamber of deputies ; and the legislature wae 
required to grant the civil list of the king for the period of his reign. 
The king convoked the chambers, named the peers, hf-reditary or personal, 
prorogued tbe chambers, and dissolved the chamber of deputies, but was 
required to summon a new one within three months. The chamber of 
deputies was to be comprised of deputies chosen by the electoral colleges, 
one-fifth part to be renewed yeaily ; to be eligible as a deputy, it waa 
necessary to be forty yean old, and pay 1^000 fSrance Axeet liaw. On 
the 14ta of May Louis created the new midntnri and on tiie acd cl 
August a new council of state. The royal orders of the Hol^ Ghoal, of 
military merit, the order of St. Louis, and that of St. Micha 1 wen 
revived ; the legion of honour received a new decoration (the portrait of 

Henry IV.) and anew organisation, md the osier of the aiim lily wia 
foiin&d. 
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Him ware stilly liowmr^ many prejuidicea in favour of the abdioiled 
emperor to overcome, and many restless ipirits to soothe. It was Boon 

perceived that a great difference of opinion prevailed among the members 
of the royal family and among the ministers. The honours conferred on 
the old nobility and the emigrants who had returned with the court, 
excited great discontent; and the national pride was offended by tho 
public declaration of the king, that he owed his crown to the prince 
recent of Cjrcat Britain. Th^ army, so long used to war and tho rewards 
wbkth. fwaitei a enecftwful oareer» was ia aatate of the highest indtatioa ; 
Ae Bemenihranfle of him by whom iliey had so often beea led ta victory 
W9» yet freight whea they saw their corps dissolved, their dotations, their 
pay, and their pensions diminisbed, their importance and their influence 
destroyed, and they themselves compelled to change their favourite 
badges for others, on which they had formerly trampled. Tho holders of 
the national domains feared to lose them. The people were discontented 
with the burden of the taxea, the alleviation of which had been promiflcd 
to them. The republicans, in small numbers, it is true, were again 
showing themselves, and they numbered in their ranks Cainot and Barrus. 
The cunstitutionaliats had nmged themaelves under the orders of general 
lAfiayette^ Leajtiiiiway Boissy d'inglasy de firoglie, and Baijamin Con- 
staisL The inq^erialiats met in the saloons of queen Horteneiai the 
daughter of the empress Josephine. They had adopted a rallying signi 
the violet^ the emblem of hope, and kept up a most active coxrespoadence 
with the isle of Elba. The ex-eraperor held liis eyes fixed upon France; 
be inwardly applauded the capital errors of the government of the Bour- 
bonti ; and knew day by day the state of public opinion. When he 
deemed tho discontent to have reached a sufficient height, he decided upon 
his departure. On the 2Gth of February, 1815, he embaiked on board 
the bug Incomiaatt armed with twcnty-siz pieces of cannon, taking with 
him about a thouiand men, including the four liondred grcna^iera of hie 
goacd. Soldient*' he aaid, ^'We are gdng to France \ we are goin^ to 
{iariSk" Ho wia responded to by frantic acclamations. Tiio expedition 
•ucoaeded in a7oiding the EiOglish cruisers, and on the 1st March it landed 
in the gulf of Juan. Scarcely disembarked, Napoleon displayed his 
wonted activity ; he issued proclamations to the army and tlie people, and 
advanced upon Grenoble. Soldiers,'* he exclaimed, on seeing a batallion 
issuing from the town to draw up before hi^j small army, if there is one 
among you desirous of killing; his emperor, he may do so ; behold him!*' 
Thib voice, so weii known and so often dreaded, had an irresistible effect; 
the royalist detachment fraternised with the new comers^ and Gicuoble 
iMrenimflTfld The cauia of the emBeror wee isained. 

The newa of hja landing was mstantly oonvoyed to Paris, and large 
Wdics of tcoopa weseaent to arrest his progceaa and make him prisoner. 
8ut XfOuia was surrounded by traitors ; the army regretted the loss of 
their cbiof, who had so often led them to vif:tory ; and doubted not that 
bis return would eftaco their late disgrace, and restore them to that proud 
preeminence from which they had fallen. At his approach the armies 
that bad been sent to oppose him openly declared in his favour, and he 
pursued bis journey to Paris, augmenting his numbers at every atep, till 
all resistance on the part of the king was deemed useleM« On iteaohing 
the dggatol he im received by the inooDitgat aw l t i tB d e irMiiec tom i tiatu 
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as loud as those which so recently had greeted the arrival of Louis. The 
unfortunate king retired first to Idlle, and then to Glient. 
ne JSundred Day^.-^Napoleen immediately annulled moat of tibe 

royal ordinances, dissolved the tiro ohamherS) and named a new ministij* 
lie declared that he should content himself with the limits of Fnnoei at 
settled by the peace of Paris, and that he would establish his government 
on liberal pnnriy^lt^'^. The congress of Vienna refused to listen to him; 
his aiito^rajih Il-'.Ut t<) the sovcreij^s was not acknowledged, and he was 
denounced as the unemy and distu i ber of the peace of the world . T \\ j allied 
powers further declared that they were firmly resolve' 1 to ( niploy all means 
and unite all their eil'oi Ld to muiuiaui Lue treaty ui' i'aiia. Jc'ur tiua pui-poae, 
Austria, Bussia, Britain, and Prussia, concluded a new tnaatr, on the basis 
of that of March 1, 1814, whereby each power agreed to bring 150^000 
men into the field against Napoleon; who, on hie part, was indefatigable la 
making preparations for war. He had announced his firm resol ve to ^ta* 
btieh a constitutional monarchy, and the maaees were anxiously awaiting 
the realisation of his promises. The publication of tho additional act to the 
constitution of the empire (22nd April) did not satisfy public opinion ; it 
had been expected that the meeting of the Champ dc Mars^ whii h had 
been summoned, would have been charged with the discussion of tho iie^r 
institutions, and that the present should not renew a state of things wiiich 
had become so impopular during the past. Tho act emanating from the 
imperial will was regarded as a fresh step towards despotism, and lbs 
ardour of the patriots became slackened. Nevertheless, the constitntian 
was accepted by upwards of fifteen hundred thousand votes, XhA qppoaitioa 
only counting four or five thousand negative votes. The solemn assembfy 
of the Champ de Mttrs took place on the 1st of Juno ; it was an imposing 
ceremony. The emperor look the constitutional oath, amid cnthusiri-'tic 
acclamations from the midst of the army, which was j^rouped aruim l ihe 
throne, resounded through tho vast space of the Champ de Mars, Tnree 
days after, the chamber of representatives constituted itself under the 
presidency of count Lanjuinais, and uniuii appeared to ievivc bctwettu U 
and the emperor. 

In the mean time, the preparations for war were made Iff all the alited 
powers. The Bngush, whose army, under the command of the duke of 
Wellington, was at this time in the NetherlandSy resolved not to leave the 
man they had once conquered, in quiet possession of the throne of France, 

and every enprinf^ V7ft<? put in motion to reassemble the troops. Napoleon 
left i^aris on the 12th of June with a hundred and ten thousand men, 
whom he led towards the Xt iherlanda, hoping to arrive before fresh 
troops could c ome to the aid o{ tho EngUah aud Prussians^ and thus dufeat 
them aud get possession uf iirussels. 

The army under the immediate direction of the French cmpcroT) 
including the corps of Grouchy, amounted to upwards of 1£K),000 meOf 
with 350 pieces of cannon. In an order of the' day, issued the 14th of 
June, he said, *^The moment has aiTived for ovwy Frenchm&a» 
who has a heart, to conquer or perish/* The allied troops in Flandeie 
were very quiet in their cantonments. The Prusso-Saxon army 
fbrmed the left, the Antrlo-Btdj^ian armv the right. The former 
was 115,000 stron?-, commanded by the veteran Blucher • the latter 
about 80,000, euomiauded by the duko oi WeUiugtoQ| whod^ heiid- 
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i^uarters were at Brussalsi those of Blucher were at Z^azaiUj about 
sixteen leagues distant* 

On the IMi of Jimo* the msmoFable campaign of IS\5 was begun, hy 
Nap<de<m driving in the advanced posts of tne Fnisaiaas on the river 
Samhre ; whilst marslial Ney crossed the river at Marchiennea, repulsed 
the Plrufisian^, and drove badk a Belgian brigade to Quatre Bras. In tho 
evening at eleven o'clock, the duke of Wellmgton, who, togetJxerwith the 
duke of Brunswick and the principal officers then in Brussels, were partici- 
patingin the festivities ol a ball, given by tho duchess of Richmond, received 
a despatch from marshal Bluchor infurming him that Bonaparte was on hia 
march to Brussels, at the head of loO,000 men. The dance was sus- 
pended, aad orders issuuti fur assembling the troops. On the IGih was 
ibught the battle of Liguy, in which Blucher was defeated, and forced to 
letreat to Wavre, having narrowly escaped being taken prisoner. On 
the same day the duke of Welliogton had directed his whole army to 
advance on Quatre Bras, with the intention of succouring Blut !i r, but 
iraa himself attacked by a largo body of cavalry and infantry, before his 
own cavalry had joined. In the mean time, the English, under sir Thomas 
Pif'ton, with (he Belgians, under the duke of Brunswick, had to sustain 
the impetuous attacks of the French, commanded by mai'shal Key; who 
was eventually repulsed, though with considerable loss. In this action 
fell the* gaiiuut duke of iJi unswick, who wa^i universally and deservedly 
lamented. The whole of the 17th was employed in preparation for tho 
aTentfiil battle that ensued. 

The tetreat of Bludier*a army to Wavre rendered it neeeisary for 
Wcilinglon to make a corresponding retrograde movement, in ord( i uy 
keep up a commimication with the Prussians, and to occupy a position in 
front of tlie village of Waterloo. Confronting th ' position of the allies 
was a chain of heights, separated by a ravine, lialt a mile in breadth. 
Here Napoleon arrayed his forces, and having rode through his lines, and 
^'iven his last orders, he placed himficif on tho heights of llossome, where 
he had a compleLe view of the two armies. 

About a quarter before eleven o'clock the battle began by a fierce attack 
oa the British divisian posted at Hougomont It was taken and 
letaken sevend timea^ the Enf^lish gua^ hravely deeding and eventually 
remaining in poaeesaion of it. At the same time, the f*rench kept an 
incessant camionade against the whole line, and made repeated diargeB 
with heavy masses of cuirassiers, supported hy close columns of in- 
fantry, which, except in one instance, when tlic farm of La Haye ^ainte 
was forced, were uniformly repulsed. Charges and countercharges of 
cavalry and infantry followed with astonishing pertinacity. The oravo 
sir Thomas Piuton was shot at the head of his divbion j a grand charge 
of British cavalry then ensued, which in a moment swept everything 
before it ; but attacked in its turn hv maseea of oniraasiers and ralish 
Imieere, it waa driven baoky and in the desperato encoimter air William 
Ponsonby and other gallant officers were slain. Soon after this, it ia 
said, the duke felt himself so hard pressed, that ho was heard to say, 
** Would to God that night or Blucher would come." As the shades of 
evenino- approached, it appeared alsomn^t doubtful whether tlie troops c^uld 
much longer sustain the unequal contiict ; but at this critical moment tho 
Xiussian oannoa was heard on the kA. Bonaparte immediately 
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deqpiitQbAda fimid to Uld them in ohadcy ^ Inonght ft#w«rA 
imperial guards, sustained by the best regimMlB of hone and foot, aiAi 

ebouta of Vive T£mp€rcur^ and floumbesof martial music. At tbismoueot 
the duke of Wellington brought forwaid hie whole line of infantry, eup- 
ported by the cavalry and artillery, and promptly ordered his men to 
''charge!*' Tins wa3 so unexpected by the enemy, and so admirably 
pcrforiiiLd by the Lritish troops, that the French fled as though the whule 
army wt ro panic-stricken. Napoleon, perccivini^ the recoil of his columns 
on all sides, exclaimed, It is all over 1" and retreated with all p-issiblc 
speed. The French left the field in the utmost confusion and di»mayi 
aoandoniDg abore <m» hundied and fifty pieoee of cannon. Ihey vere 
pursued by the Yiotoxa tall long after dark, when the Britiah, exnauaied 
by fisitigue, halted ; the Pruaiiani, therefore, condnned the porsnit, and 
nothing could be more eomplete than the diaoonifiUireof Ihe routed army ; 
not more than 40,000 men, partly without arms, and carrying with them 
only t^\'e^ty-£even pieces out of this numerous artillery, made their 
retreat through Charleroi. The loss of the allies was great ; that of the 
British and Hanoverians alone amounted to 13,000. Two generals and 
four colonels were among the killed, nine generals and five Ci^lonels -were 
wounded i anions them was lord Uxbridge, who had fought ^aliautly, 
and waa wounded by almost the last shot that was fired by the eniemj. 

Bonaparte returned to Pana in the gloonunees of despair, and admitted 
that his army was no moxe* Tha partiiiana of Louia looked forward to the 
restoration of the Bourbons ; another party desired a republic ; while the 
Bonapartists showed their anxiety to receive Napoleon's abdicatioD, 
and to make Maiia Louisa empress-regent during her son's minority. 
Meanwhile the reprci^cntatives of the nation declared their sitting 
permanent, and s^)nie of them having boldly asserted that the uncondi- 
tional abdication of B onaparte could alone save the state, the declaration 
^^•a3 received v/ith applause, arid the fiillen emperor was persuaded once 
more to descend from his usurped thione. 

A commiasbn waa a^^poonted to zepair to &e aBied armiea wi^ proposala 
of peace ; but the viotocs had Ibzmed a reaolation not to treat but under 
the walls of Pana The duke of Wellington then addressed a proclamation 
to the French people, stating that he had entered the countr)' not aa an 
enemyt except to the usurper, with whom there could be neither peace 
nor terms, but to enable them to throw off the yoke by which they were 
oppressed. ^Wellington and Blucher continued their maich to Paris with 
little opposition, and on the 30th it was invested. The heights about the 
city As'ere strongly fortilied, and it M'as ck fended b}^ .50,000 troops of the 
line besides naUuual guards and voluntcora. On the 3rd uf July, maiah^il 
Davoust, the French commander, concluded a conTention with thfl 
generals-in-ehief of the allied anaiea, whioh stipulated that Paria ahouU 
be evacuated in three days by tha FI^Mlch troops ; all tiie fortified post« 
and b^riers given up; and M individual proaeentea for hia political 
opinions and conduct 

Bonaparte, in the mean time, had reached the port of Roche fort in 
eafety, from whence he anxiously hoped to escape to America ; but, find- 
it impossible to elude the British cruisers, he went on board the Bellero- 
phon, one of the vessels blockading the coasts and surrendered JyuoMi^U tp 
Captain Maitland* 
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.Pi^t lua proposal was not listened io. Ths allied powers, aware df hin 
mUte aod iiitri^uing dispositMBt had Memiiied upon the island of 6t. 
B^^Qia as his future reaideiiee^ and tet Ihm he should be kept nndet 
th4 «tsictest guard. TLc Bellerophon pMteeded to Torbay ; Xapoleou 
\<v'as transferred to the Xorthumbwland, iiommandcd by admiral sir 
Cdckbiim» and atlcnded by some of his most attached fri^uds and domes- 
tics, he, in due coui'so reached his ultimate dcstinati'Mi ; but not without 
violently protesting against the injjistice of his banishment, after having 
thrown himself upon the hospitality of the British naticm. 

Sec jJid R.ntoration. — 'i'iie provisional government now retired, and on 
the Gtb. of July, Louis XVIIL made his publie entry into Paris, where he 
wa3 Iwled by his fickle iiiUideetBwhhorieft of f1p»e<0B^^ Themilitary, 
however* though beaten into enbimasian, were still stubborn; and it 
required some tune and iiddmi to make them aeknorwledge the soyeieignty* 
of tlid Bourbons. 

A cong^ss was held at Vienna, and aevcral treaties between the allied 
powers and France were finally adopted (November 20). The additions 
made to the Freneh territory by the treaty of 1814 were now rescinded; 
seventeen of the frontier fortified towns and cities of France were to be gar- 
riaonod by the allies fur tive years; 1'30,000 troops, as an army of occupation, 
under the duke of AVeliingtoa, were to be maintained for the same time; 
and a euBLof 900,000,000£niaos ma to be paid as an indemnity to the allies. 
It wui farther agroed that all the woiks of art, whieh had been plundered 
by the Fjwnch from other eonntries, should be restored. 

The nt government of Louis X VI II.^ Wider the presidency of the 
duke of J vichelieu, th(^ bosom friend of the emperor Alexander, was com- 
posed of the most influential men of the day : the dulce of Otranto, M. 
Talleyrand, marshal Guuvion Saint-Cyr, count Jaucourt, and baron Louis. 
The chamber of representatives was dissolved ; a list of proscriptions 
•s jLS drawn up, which comprised a host of illustrious names, such as 
the prince of Modcow% Lab^doy^re, Mouton-Duvemet, Bertrand,Droaot| 
Gamhraiiie^lATaUettei and afnrther list wit& tl» names of the dnke 
of PalffiatSa, Camot, £xcelmaasy Begnank de SainWean d'jbigely^ fto. 
The iMtmer were to be sent before the military tribimal, the latter to be 
plaoc^ under the surveillance of the high poiioe. Tho ohamher of peer?, 
thus violently diminished by twenty-nine niGinher?!, M'fis recruitod from 
the ranks of the old noblesse, and was made hereditary, contrary to the 
charter of 1814. At the same time the press of the victorious party 
ors'aniscd against the imperialists a vast crusade, and assassinations were 
i uuewed in the south. The Erst chamber of deputies was ultra -royalist, 

and tiaiifoti^ and prompt to oondsma. Colonel Lab^oycre, who had 
been of the first to go otot to Kapoleon, waa brought befote a ixmrt- 
n^etial and shot. Lavulette, who waa sentenoed to the same fate, 

escaped from prison in his wife'a dothes, and by tiie assistant e of some 
English oflSc^ got out of the country undiscovered. Marshal Ney, 
who had promi'^ed Louis t ) bring Xapolcon, '* like a wild bea?t in 
a cage, to Paris,'* cruelly expiated the error of his defection, was 
arrested, brought to trial, and, liis colleagues and companions in arras 
Laving declared themselves incoiiipiaent to form a court-martial A\ hercby 
to Judge him, the affair was cairied to the com*t of peers, by whom he 
Mt MtftenuM^' notwiliistanding the eloquent defence by Me s sieuiB 
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Boxiycr and Dupin, who in yam pleaded die article of ainaeal|r Ittdd at 
the capitulatioa of Paria* He was shot^ Deoember 7, 1BI5. 

Circumstances were most n l verso to the vanqnislied party. "VThilst 
the coalition were overwhelming France with imposts, and were mutilat- 
ing its frontiers, the ultra-royalists had iavaded the electoral colleges, 
and named everywhere the most devoted patisans of reaction. The 
goverunieut, driven tu eiUeiuiUeii by the threateoing alLituie of the 
ab. oltttists of the interior, and tke oaigenciea of the allies, gave in their 
ru^ignation ; the duke of Eiehelieu alone remained^ charged with the 
foimation of a new cabinet When Ihe organisation of the const itutional 
power was completed, the reactionists proceeded more boldly than, eirer, 
and seemed to outvie each other in stigmatising and punishing the men 
and things of the past. Severe laws M-ere adopted against all person? 
guiity of having nttered seditious cries against the king and the royal 
faoiily, '^r of having displayed any other Hag than the tricolour. 
Individual safety was suspended, censure of the press re-established, 
every kind of repressive measure, in short, was voted by the two chamben 
with a degree of foxy. The <itM«ifMi« of poblio fiinctionariea wm 
.innumerahlei the duke of Feltre drew up Iburteen categories of aoepeeM 
persons, and weeded the army rolls most unmercifully ; the niniater of 
police, Decazes, renewed almost entirely the persons connected with his 
department ; the minister of the interior, M. de Yicnot-Yanblanc, 
removed all persons of moderate opinions ; the minister of marine, 
Viscount Dubouchage, blindly distributed the high naval commands to 
aged members of the noblesse and gentry, wlio liad never been brought 
lip to the profession. It was with diliieulty that the independence of 
the magistracy, and its irremovability, were respected. And aa the 
discontent of the party thus penecuted Te^ealed itself, the Bosi^aiMi 
and the liberals were arousing themselves throughout the kingdom and 
were boldly plotting thrcatemng conspiracies, legal repression came ia 
aid of this system of arbitrary persecution* The rebellion of Bidiori in 
Grenoble, was quelled with brutal energy by general Donnadieu. At 
Paris, the bookseller Bahocuf, and several editors of public jotimais, 
were condemned to transportation, whilst a currier and a mason, who had 
formed the project of undermining the palace of the Tuileriesi periled 
on the 8ca£[uld. 

Greatly alarmed by the discovery of these plots, the chambers went rtiE 
further in the march of reaction, and were evidently tending to 
overthrow of the charter, to the ruin of the imperial centralisation^ and 
to giving the preponderance to the rich landed proprietors and the clergy, 

who had been dispossessed by the revolutionary crisis of 1789, This 
fij^stcmatic aim was clearly indicated in the discussion of the electoral 
law. The government present^'d the draft of a law which would have 
secured to it an iijuntnfie inliuence in the choice of representati.\'es ; the 
commisoiun of the chamber of deputies caused its own to be adopted, 
which, under a semblance of democracy, concentrated the electiona in 
the hands of the great landed proprietors, and annulled i iretri a T a bly the 
necessary action of gorenmient. On this the minittiy heoame alar inily 
and made an appeal to the moderation of the Ghamoer of peers, wldUk 
resisted the two rival projects. But this was only an imsatisfactcffy 
adjournment of the q^uestion, and the cabinet, knowing that the 
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would pecur in the next session, had recourse to a decisive measure. A 
diasolution was resolved upon. The ordinance of dissolution appeared 
on the 5th of September, 1816, and, in order that there should be no 
mistaking the sense of this violent rrsu:ution, the king declared in it, 
contrary to liis solemn promises, that not a single article of the charter 
'should be revived. The vUn-royaliats were not prepared for this 
vigorous set ; they were dispersed sliter the oloae of the session through* 
oot the pronnoesy where ihey received here and there popular ovstionSy 
snd^^rere preparing for the inevitable struggle of the approaohlDg 
elections. Xbo ordmanoe of the 6th of September surprised them amidst 
their golden dreams, and excited a general outburst of fury and indigna- 
tion. Louis XVIII. had to undergo strange scenes with his family ; the 
absolutist press inveighed against the government, and M. do Chateau- 
briand published his famous pamphlet, entitled *' Monarchy according to 
the Charter,' ' the success of which had been unparalleled, i^evertheiess, 
the masses took no part in these noisy mudSoMdaoB of disappointmentji 
■si tiia elections nearly aU terminated in favour of the goyemment, 
Sbs new ohambersy with the exception of about a hundred members who 
WWS tfaflUSy ss to exhibit, by their useless protests, the defeat of their 
ftrty, was composed of sincere constitutionalists, and the session of 1816 
to 1817, which was opened on the 4th of November, passed off calmly. 
It discussed the electoral law ; fixed at forty years and at a thousand francs 
of taxation, the age and the qualification of the elected ; and at three 
hondred francs of taxation and thirty years, the age and qualification of 
the elector. It prescribed the annual renewal of the national represent- 
ation by the re-election of a £fth of its members, and adopted some 
ftWMltocy laws idative to individual liber^ and the liberty ox the press, 
nb Boderatioa in tbe sets of the government was very opportune, for 
Iks sttuatiim of the kingdom was tax from prosperous. Europe had 
Siteeed the army of occupation to one hundred and twenty thousand 
Bien, but the burden was still a heavy one, and the budget showed a 
serious deficiency. Moreover, the superabundance of rain had destroyed 
the harvest ; and a malignant distemper had made cruel ravages amongst 
the cattle; the inhabitants of the country, who were left without 
resources, lent their ears to sedition, and the workmen of Lyons were 
sounding the tocsin. (8th June.) Shortly after the elections for a 
9mml c£ a ilfth of the dismber, iu accordance with a law of the 5th of 
Mmary, took place, and the choice of the electors fell upon men 
Miioved from all exclusive opinionsi in spite of the threatening predic- 
tions of the royalists. The chamber voted the law relative to recruiting, 
which, whilst it regularised the organisation of the army, reassured 
families still alarmed at the recollection of the arbitrary levies of the 
emperor. Louis XVIII., on his part, concluded a new concordat with 
the pope, which extended the number of bishoprics to the departments; 
and at the same time, as if to reassure the constitutionalists upon the 
consequences of this concession, he deprived the count of Artois of the 
uncontrolled power with which he had invested him over the national 
guard ; he suppressed its grand staff, placed it under the authority of the 
■iaiitar of the interior and of the civil limctionaries, and abolished the 
hiir aiq^ppessive of individual liberty whilst maintaining the censure of 
ikapiMh This was unquestionably the best period of the restoration; 
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Fraxice gradually rccoyered from fh» serious or&kOl^hhe liM' |aii«A 
through : the public credit, for a moment shaken, consolHiited ita^f; 
and industry r<'vivod again in the fields and the worksho|)si Fittallr, 
negotiations were cpcnod with the foreign powers on the subject of tfiift 
entire evacuation of the French territory by the foreign troops, and 64 
the 25th of April, 1818, at the congress of Aix-la-ChapeUc a conveiidOh 
was concluded between the duke of Wellington and the duke of Kichelieu, 
fitipiilfttixig for the entire eracuatloii on eondttioti of the payment of the 
eipenses tlie var, ftnd of tbe indiTidual eUdim xattbB iltbjeoti -bf 
foreign "p&wm on the French goverAment And nation. Hfero'THtftt 
diplomacy was sneoessM ; and ultimately a very small proj^orttiQU'M^IM 
ml claims was accepted as a liquidation of the whole. 

The union between the various powers of the state did not last Ibnlf. 
The Hecond renewal of a fiftli portion of the chambers opened the dom 
of the assembly to pure liberals, such as Lafayette, MauTicl, and Br-n. 
jamin Constant, and the duke of Richelieu feaicd the return of the 
revolutionaries. Dissensions broke out in the cabinet, in whicli H. 
Decazes counterbalanced the influence of the prime minister. Th* 
ikToinite of fhe king prenrailed orer the Mend of the emperor Alexander, 
and the duke of BidkeHen resigned hie post, and wttBsueceeded as pr^Sdm 
of the ministry hf H. Dessolles.^ Much acrimoniontiBeensslei!! tddk'fU^ 
in the chambers ; and the sessions of 1819 and 1820 were agitat^^ 
the most violent conflicts. M. Decazes became president of th* sdmstry 
on the 19th of November, 1819. He had already proposed several bills 
calculated to gain over the moderate of both sides to the ministry, when 
an event occurred which overthrew his government. On the lSt"h of 
February, 1820, just as he had left the opera-house and was steppin* 
into his carriage, the dulie de Berri, second son of the count d*Ait'..L5, 
was stabbed with a knife by a fanatic called Louvel, who with him hoped 
to destroy all chance of posterity f<^ tilie Bsurbon dynastv. A cry of 
Indignation arose throughout France at the ftM news, and the eottSMta- 
tbn of the royalitte knew no bounds. One of tbe journals aoenaed ^te 
president of the council of complicity, and a man was found bold enough fo 
ming this odious inculpation to the tribune of the chamber. Buty thoi^h 
the entire assembly repudiated this base attack, ]Vr. Decazes wag net 
able to resist the storm ; he resigned, and the duke of Kichelieu succeeded 
him. A new law of election was carried, amid the most violent oppo- 
sition on the part of the doctrinaires (members who defended a consistent 
maintenance of the principles of the charter) and tlie liberald. Many 
tyfllcers of the government, by their writings, and &i their placet av 
d^ptrties, opposed the new eysteu ; so that wim emy new^admtrj'fHM 
'^ere numerous dismissals, and many names were seen erased fmioL IKe 
Wkiy rolls for political opinions. It was evident, indeed, that many 
conspirators were secretly employed in attempts to excite the trbopa to a 
revolt ; and »ome were tried, found guilty, and sufiered the penadty diie 
to treason. The kin<j; oponpd the session of 1823 with a speech announc- 
ing the march of 100,000 French troops to Spain. ' lie was alarmed for 
the safetj' of Fmnce liy the revolutionary movements of his neighbours ; 
and this army, which was commanded by the duke of Angoulerae, was 
aent ezpreBsly to restore the royal anthotity. The invaders eneoim tcred 
^0 efifeetiTa oppoittbiii tbo ooKtev fled Mm tttem to CadM ; and when 
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iring the last few years of the reign of Ivouis XVIIL he was much 
enfeebled by disease, and, consequently, unable to act with the onirgy 
necessary for establishing a firm, but at the same time, a conciliatory 
government. He died on the IGih of September, 1S24, nine years subse- 
q^uent to hiA restoratioiu 

Chari^ Xt-Oa iba aooeaikm of Chfurlss X.| broihear of ihe deceased 
kin^ b9 dedared intention of oanfinning tJie diartery appoiutod tbe 
dti>pW'^ (duike of Angoul^me) as member of the ministerial oouncU^ and 
tuppreweo the censorship of the public jounials« Villelo was his prirao 
minister. In May, 1826, the splendid coronation of Charles took place 
at Kheims, according to ancient custom, with the addition, howcveri of 
the oath, of the king to govern according to the chai tcr. 

On Lafayette's return from America, in 182o, the citizens of Havre 
having received him with some demonstrations of joy, the government 
maaiileated their resentment by ordering out the gendarincsy who charged 
the multltado with drawn aama. The mfluenoe of the jesuita waa aeen 
m^fibe .peiaeontion of the Ckmstitutionnel and Courrier Arangais^ two of 
tto beat liberal joumala. YiU^e, who had disoenunent enough to see 
to., what this fanaticism would lead, and who was at the same time 
otynoadoaa to the liberals, on account of hia anti-oonstitutional piinoipleai 
and his operations in the funds, became less secure. The parties assumed 
a nxoro hoatile attitude towards each other. The royalists and the sup- 
porters of the jesuita became more open in the expression of their real 
Bentiments ; the liberals became stronger and bolder ; and the government 
ft fyniTTi nd a tone ill calculated to conciliate its avowed opponents. 
. 'On iSne opening of the session, Dec* 12« 1826, Dumaa, minister of 
io^eiga al^ia, in&xmed the chamber that all the continental powera had 
UQ^MK^oured to prevent the interference of Spain in the affairs of 
Bodtagaly that Jmnce had co<operated with them, had withdrawn her 
aiobassador from Madrid, and had entered into arrangements with 
JEn gland to leave Portugal and Spain to settle their affairs in their own 
"way. Several impopular measures brought forward by the ministers 
were, after vii^lent discussions, rejected; among which was a proposed 
law concerning the liberty of the press. The withdrawal of this by an 
ordinance was regarded as a popular triumph. This event waa followed 
by ih& disbanding of the national guard of Paris, a body of 45,000 
who.at a review in the Champ de MarS| had joined the cries of hatred 
against the ministiy. This waa^a highly uispopiUar measure; and 
Xf&fittc, Benjamin Constant, and some other members talked of impeach** 
iflg the ministers; but Yillele took credit to himself for havings T9ptured 

2, A step which ho knew to be unpopular, but coTisitlercd necessary, 
rery proceeding, however, served to show that the ministerial party 
was gi-adually losing ground, and that no trifling concession to theii' 
opponents would avail. While Charles was mucli nioic resolutely 
4mpoded to the prevalence of democratic principles than his brother, and 
3Mdod to tho Qouasels of prieata^ who were intent on the reatoratlim 
^^the dburch'to tiie power it poaaeaaed some contunea before, the people 
^rae taught to beUoTe, and actually dreaded, that a plot was forming to 
ftfOTio them of the ooiiatitationai jp^^ which they had gained 
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so long A itrogl^* Thus the nation became gradually alienated from 
the eovaty and tike court firom the nation^ idiile eyenr opportunity w * 
seized by the torbulent spirits of the time to widen the breach, and, t 

possible, to OYertum the monarchy* A new ministry was forced npoa 
thu king by the popular party ; they professed moderate prindples, it u 

true; but they had neither the abilities nor the influence nccessaty^)? 
bteering a safe course between the extremes of royal prerog-ative on one 
side, arwi popular encroachmeat ou the other. The cons^qnenco was, 
that while the ultra-royalists were deeply offended by their liberal 
measures, the revolutionary paity bated Lhem aa drivellers and iacapahlei. 
In this state of opposite leelingi Charles suddenly dismissed them, aiia 
entrusted the formation of a new cabinet .to prince Polignac. 

On August 9thy 1829, the following appointments were wmiminiMii 
prince Polignac, minister for foreign affairs ; M. Conrroiaier, keepecjf 
the seals and minister of justice ; count . Bourmont, minisier of w3 
count de Bourdonayes, minister of tlie interior; baron do MontMi 
minister of ecclesiastical aiiairs and public instruction ; and crumt Ciia- 
brol de Coursol, minister of finance. To these were afterwards added, 
]\[. de Haussey, minister of marine and the colonies, in. lieu of admiral 
count Rigny, who declined the offered portfolio. The ministry was 
decidedly ultra-royalist ; and never, perhaps, bad an administration, in 
any coontry, to eneonnter such a stoxm of Tirulence and invective u 
lhat which assailed the cabinet of PoHgnac. On looking dispassionately 
at dieir first measures, they appear dignified, moderate, and eTen conci« 
liatory ; but nothing could convince the opponents of the rectitude of tile 
intentions of cither Cliarlea or his favourite ministers. And when it was 
seen that the king not only favoui'cd the Jesuits and monastic orders, but 
that he showed a marked dislike to those who had acquired eminence ia 
the revolution, or under Napoleon, and that the rigid court etitiut ttc of 
former days was revived, they were ready to believe the most aljsurd 
rumours of his intended designs, not merely to crush the riaing sxjiiit of 
liberty, but to rule over Prance with the most absolute despotism. 

Though he knew not the signs of the times, he did not, however, 
f rget that Frenchmen were notoriotis for their love of military gloiy. 
War was therefore declared against Algiers, on account of insults some 
time before offered to the French flag, and also to resent a personal indigo 
nity committed on the French ror.snl by tlie dey, who struck him while 
at a public audience. An aimamcnt was accordingly prepare-! with 
extraordinary care, and the success which attended it corresponded wilh 
exertions made to ensure it. Ou the 10th of May, the araiy, consutmg 
of 37,577 infantry and 4,000 horse, embarked at Toulon, aud the iWt, 
consisting of 97 yessels, of whioh eleren were ships of the lin^^d 
twenty-four frigates, set sail* On June 14th the army began to 
bark at Sidi Tcmajh, on the coast of Africa. The city of AlgiaaMrss 
taken, after a slight resistance, the dey was sent prisoner to Itidy, aiid 
his vast treasures remained at the disposal of tbe conquerors. * The 
maritime powers of Europe were naturally jealous at the establishment tt 
Freucli f_;arrison3 and colonies in northern Africa ; and to allay tneisr^ 
suspicions it was announced tliat the occupation of Algiers would 
merely temporary; but the French nation became so infatuated wiih 
their conquest, that to the present hour Algeria is looked upon by theza 
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«»a OHMt important ao^uiiition, although it eauaea an enomous annual 
waBte of blo(Kl and treasure, without conferring tlie slightest advantage 
either on Africa or France. Resolved to take advantage of the moral 
effect which the conquest of Algiers might produce, on the 17th of May 
appeared in the Moniteur the royal ordinance dissolving the chambers : at 
tne same time new elections were ordered, and the two chambers convoked 
for August 3rd. The Moniteur of June 15th contained a proclamation of 
the king, in which he called upon all Frenchmen to do their duty in the 
colleges, to rely upon hife ooostitiiftioiial intmtiopai fto. The deodom fox 
tlieiievdhaiiUMr took place in the Utter end <xfJiii^ Tfaoogh 
tiie foocest d the army in Algiers beoaae known duimg uie electoral 
ftrngrie «t home, and thoogh all mrtiee endted in the suooess of the 
'BmSx arms, the ministry appeared to gain np popnlanQr by it. All the 
zetums of the new elections indicated a strong majority against the new 
ministry, so that, in the beginning of July, inteUigent men spoke of a 
change in the administration as a natural oonsequence. A crisis was 
evidently approaching. 

A blind infatuation seems to have possessed prince Polignac and his 
ocUeagues. Thcypreferred to attack the charter, violate the social con- 
tract, and expose Iimoe to a dTil war, nther tliaii to yidd. During 
Hda time, the king and queen of Nanlse Tinted BuiSb end many ftetivato 
took place, strongly in contrast with the state of politieal affiurs. The 
king also ordered the Te Deum to be sung in all the churches of the 
kingdom for the Tictorv of his army in Afirieaf the news of which leeehed 
Pans four days after tne capture of Algiers. 

Ardently as some of the fierce and unruly demagogues of Paris desired 
to seo the monarchy overthrown, the majority of the commercial classes 
and landed proprietors in France dreaded the renewal of civil commotions; 
they knew there was an active republican party in the coimtry, which, 
though not very numerous, was unscrupulous and energetic ; aiid they 
had an apprehension that, if the lOYolatioaary party gained the asoen* 
dancy, it would lead to aienewai of the dieadlul enoimities iriiidi were 
oonuBitted during the leign of terror, when the JaodbsDS were in power. 
But, at the same time, they were hostile to the restoration of the ancient 
despotism, which they had been taught to belieye was the detennination 
of king Charles and the Polignac ministry to revive. 

Had Charles X. dismissed his obnoxious ministers, and formed a cabinet 
of moderate men, the crisis, would, in all probability, have passed over 
without danger, and the prerogatives of a constitutional monarch would 
have been secured to him. Instead of which the minister made a ** report 
to the king" (July 26th), setting forth the dangers of a free press, and 
calling upon the kuig to suspend tne liberty of the press. This report was 
svBOQmpanied by three orduia^oee, whioh Tirtually subrotedtheeonetittt- 
t&Mul privileges of the eharter. The first dlssolTed the newly^eleoted 
fHp***^ of deputies before it assembled ; the seoond changed the law of elec- 
tione, and disfkanohised the great body of electors ; and thethird subjected 
the press to new and severe restrictions, which would have completely 
annihilated its liberties. Astonishment and indignation seized the people 
of Paris, as soon as the news reached the different quarters of the cily, 
but no tumult occurred; but whilst the ministers were congratulating 
themselves on the apparent tranquillity of theoitiaens, the latter had been 
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wtAv^Lj eBipIaytd in tummoiiHig tiie deputres of their party wftibaMMtt; 
or oonooeting meaauras for a rigoroiia xeaista&oe. Theprincipal joumalidft 
prepared and printed a spirited protest ttgainat the restrictions of the 
press, declaring their right to publish, as usual, and enforcing that right 

upon the p^roimd t"hat property in a journal diflfered in no respect from 
any other kind of properly, and that it could only be attacked by regular 
judicial proceedings for a hi each of the law. The liberal papers, notwith- 
standing, were all suppressed, and only those which were known to he 
farourable to the government allowed to appear. 

It was impossible that this state of things could long exist. The 
deputiMi repeaantiiig the eleetora of the oity, and aome mnt otiter parts 
of the kUigdom who were then in VtmBf ni all fhirt7<*two, aaaemUeift lit 
the house of the depsty, M. Lafltte, the hanker, to take the eahject intar 
aenoua consideration, and deeide on some immediate coarse of action. A 
number of constitutional peers also met at the duke de ChoiseoFa. At 
each of the meetings it was resolved not to submit ; the peerg signed a 
protest, and eent it by a deputation to the king, who refused to receive 
it. The ]eje(;tion strengthened the resolution of the deputies, and forty 
couriers were sent with despatches to towns and villages within a 
kimdied miles of the metropolis, representing the outrageous conduct of 
government^ and urging the inhabitants to co-operate with the Farisiaas 
in a determined stand &r the liberties of France. 

In the mean time the Govenunent waa on the alert^ and sent a genenl 
officer to Grenelle, and another to Angers, for ndUtaxr purpoaea. Tbe 
military command of Paris was intrusted to marshal Marmont, dnke o# 
Bagusa. Troops were ordered in from the barracks within fifty ndles 
around, and the guards in the city were doubled. Towards the evening, 
bodies of gendamierie were stationed about the Bourse and on the Boule* 
vardg. In consequence of the bank refusing to discount bills, the manu- 
facturers perceived it had not confidence in the government, and they 
immediately discharged their workmen. These artisans congregated in 
the different streets, and reported what had happened to listening crowds. 
An ordioanoe was now issued declaring, among other things of a restrict- 
ing kind, that ^< every individual keeping a reading- room, ooflbe-liOQaB^ 
4be.y who shall glTe to he read jonmaUy or other writings, printed oott* 
traiy to the ordinance of the king of the 25th instant, zeLatiye to Iha 
press, shall be proseonted as guilty of the miademeanors which Ilia 
journals or writings may constittttei and his establishment shall he pro- 
vi«?ionally closed/* This ordinance showed a great i^orance of cha- 
rarter, fur a newspaper with a Frenchman's cotfee is rendered hy hahit 
almost as mdispensable as his morning's meal. Nevertheless, the otiicers 
of police cleared the coffee-houses, reading-rooms, &c., and shut them 
up. By their interference also the theatres were closed. A sullen dis- 
content was seen in every oountonanoe, and oeeasionally was heard the 
crjr of Vive la eh§rUS yet, during all this time, it would aeem, tiw 
mmisters had no idea of the mischief that waa hrooding. 

On Tuesday Uie 27th, in the forenoon, the police and a large force ol 
gendarmes, mounted and on foot, appeared before the office of the 
Nationalf a popular journal. They found the door &st closed ; and, being 
refused entrance, broke in, seized the types, and carried the editor t'> 
prison. . They then proceeded to the o%e of the TmjMf azu>ther popular 
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iwwspaper, and, though the doorway waa barricaded, and a determined 
nsistance waa offered by the printer, they forced and seized the printed 
paper and the types. This was the signal for a general resistance to the 
ordinances. All work was now abandoned, every manufactory was closed, 
and detachments of artisans with large sticks traversed the streets. 
IVoops of gendaaiM patrolled the streeCe at fbll gallopi to disperse the 
aeemmilatiiig oowdB. The people were rilenti and at an early hour the 
dbopa thxoogboiit Paxia were doied. Troops of the royal guard and 
women of the line came pouring in. The people looked sullen and 
determined. The chief points of lendes^ona wexe the Palaia Boyalt the 
Pidais de Justice, and the Bourse. There were simultaneous cries of 
Vive la eharte ! Down with the absolute king !" but no conversation, 
no exchange of words with each other. The king was at the Tuileries. 
In the Place du Carrousel there were stationed several thousands of the 
military, with a great number of cannon. At the Place Vendome a strong 
guard of infantry was stationed around the column, to guard the ensigns 
of royalty upon it from h^ng defaced ; and there were erowds of people 
the spot who menaced the troopa. Several smart aUxmiahea he- 
twan the mtitena and the soldiem occurred in the evening, in which tlie 
l a tter w e re generally succeasfiil, so that Marmont sent a note to the king, 
congratulating him on the suppression of the riots. But when night 
closed in, the citizens destroyed every lamp, thus securing the pcotecti<m 
of darkness for their preparations to renew the struggle in the moniing. 

On Wednesday, at an early hour, all Paris was in arms ; the shops 
were closely shut, and the windows fastened and barred, as if the inha- 
bitants fully anticipated an approaching calamity. The tocsin sounded, 
and the people flocked in irom the diiierent faubourgs and different 
quarters of the city. The press had been in actiye operation during the 
night ; haodbiUa were profusely distributed, containing Tehement philip- 
pics againat Charles and hia ministers, and summoning eyeir man to arm 
nr hia country, and to aid in ejecting the Bourbons. Nor had tlie citi- 
sens in general been idle, during that eventful night; they were ready 
aad organised for a decisive contest; they were in possession of the 
arsenal and powder magazine ; they had procured arms from the shops of 
the gunsmiths and the police stations ; they had thrown up rude barri- 
cades across the principal streets to prevent the attacks of cavalry, and 
had selected leaders competent to direct their exertions. A red flag waa 
hoisted in the several buildings amidst the shouts of the people. Tri- 
ooloured flags were promenaded in the streets, and tricoloured cockades 
and heart-knota wne woni by all dassee. All Paris, in short, was in a 
state of inamreetion, and every movement of the people portended a 
fenilile eonfUot 

A deputation of the most influential men in Paris waited upon marshal 
Marmont, and lepreeented to him the depkrable atate of the capital \ 
stating, at the same time, that they made him personally responsible, in 
the name of the assembled deputies of France, for its present alarming 
situation, and for the fatal consequences which must inevitably ensue. 
The marshal replied, The honour of a soldier is obedience ; but, gen- 
tlemen," said he, " what are the conditions you propose V* To this M. 
l.afitte made answer — "The revocation of the illegal ordinances of the 
jdth of Julyi the dismissal of the ministers, and t&e* r0TOcatid& of the 
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chambers of the 3rd of Augott." The maahal relied, that though t« t 
citizen he might even participate in the opinions of the deputies, as a 
soldier, he had only to carry his orders into execution ; but that if ih^ 
wished to have a conference with M. de Polignac, he was close at hand, 
and he would go and ask him if he would receive them. A quarter of 
an hour passed, when the marshal returned with his manner much 
changed, and told the deputies that M. de Polignac had declared to him 
that the conditions proposed rendered any conference useless. " We 
have then, civil war/* nid M. Lafltte. The mazahal bowed, and the 
deputief ittiied. 

Aa aeon aa PoUgnao's anawer was made known, aU. tiie atifled fbtBam 
of xeaentment burat finrth, and the people mahed eagedy forward Jo 
oppoae the troops wherever a ihvoiirable opportunity pteeented itself! 
With a diflinoiination to take any decisive steps, it was noon befona 
manhal Marmont determined to clear the streets by military force; 
and he then unwisely divided his troops into four columns, which he 
sent in different directions, thereby destroyingthe great advantage they 
possessed of being able to act in concert. The drums of the matiftnal 
guard soon beat to arms, and the struggle began in earnest. 

Every step taken by t^ie colunms waa marked by a series of murderous 
conflicts ; Ihey ware aaaaOad br muaketiy from the bamcades, from the 
windowa and tora of honaea, from the oomeia of atreota, and from the 
narrow alleys ana passages which abound in Paris. The hotteat aoogage- 
mant took place in the Hue St. Honor^, opposite the Palais Boyal, wlian 
the militanr had assembled in great force, and the people resisted them with 
desperate aetermination. At the Place de Grbve they fiercely contendud 
with the Swiss guards, and compelled them to retreat with great loss. 
In the Rue Montmartre an attack was made by the duke of Kagusa in 
person, but the obstacles which everywhere presented themselves to the 
troops were so formidable, and the disinclination of the troops of the line 
to engage with the citizens so apparent, that the insurgents were enabled 
to seize many important posts; and when evening closed, the troops, 
.defeated in eyerr direction, retained to Iheir baiiicfca, weary, hungry, 
and dlE^irited: for while uie;^ had been the whole day wiuont £od, 
eyery undly in Paris yied with eaoh other in aupplymg Iheir ftOow 
eitiaena wiui refreshment. 

Aa aoon as the firing ceased, the people made pr^arationa to the Host 
day by strengthening the barricades, and increasing their munber. 
Excellent materials were at hand in the paving-stones, which were dug 
up and pUed across the street in walls breast high, and four or five feet 
thick, about fifty paces distant from each other. Besides these defences, 
hundreds of fi^ne trees were cut down for blockades ; in short, nothing 
was left undone that ingenuity could devise, or perseverance accomplish, 
towards making an eneigetie and detttBuned atand against Uie miiitaiy 
on the morrow. 

Ilraraday nuxminff had scarcely dawned when the tocain aomdad 
To arms V and the people began to aaaembla rapidlT and in great 

crowds. The military, whose guardhouses had been destroyed, were 
chiefly quartered at the Louvre and the TuUeries, the Swiss and the 
royal guards being posted in the houses of the Rue St. IIonor€ and the 
adjacent atreets. At the same time the studenta of the polyteohnk 
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school joined the citizens, nearly to a man ; they then separated, pro- 
ceeding singly to different parts to take the command of the people, and 
nobly repaid the confidence that was reposed in them, by the coolness and 
courage they displayed. The garden of the Tuileriea was closed. In 
the Place du CarroiLsel were three squadronB of lancers of the garde royale, 
a battaUon of tiieDiJxd regimeat of the goaidSi and six pieoes of oamum, 
TIm royal guards had hudly made thoDiaelTes maateta of the hotel de. 
TiUe, when tlMT were aasatled on all sidea with a ahower of buUeta from 
the windowa of tiio houses in the plaoe de Qr^ye, and in the streeta' 
abutting on the QuaT. The royal guards resisted vigorously, but were 
ultimately compelled to retreat along tbo quay ; their firing by files and 
platoons succeeding each other with astonishing rapidity. They were 
soon joined by fresh troops, including one hundred cuirassiers of the 
guards, and four pieces of artillery, each of them escorted by a dozen of 
artillerymen on horseback. With this reinforcement they again adv anced 
on the Hotel de Yille, and a frightM firing began on all sides. The 
srtillerj debonehxag nomtilie quay, and their plecea chamd with eaniater 
dftQt» Mwept the Ffiee do OiIto in a tenifio manner. Tney anooeeded in 
drrringUie citizens into the Bues de Matriot and du Mouton, and entered 
for the second time that day into their position at the H6tal de Yille ; 
but their possession of it did not continue long, for they were soon again 
attacked with a perseverance and courage that was almost irresistible. 

On the 29th, general Lafayette was appointed commander-in-chief of 
the national guards, by the liberal deputies, and was received with 
enthusiasm by the Parisians. A youth of twenty years of age, belonging 
to the polytechnic school led the attack in the Louvre, from which the 
Swiss guards retreated to the Tuileries. This place waa also taken bj the 
peo^ with ono of thaae yontha at tibeir head. .The Luxembonig had 
ahoady ftllen into thdr Irands. Many of the aoldiera soktonly vowed 
they would not oonlinne to act against the people ; othera were diaheart- 
ened and discomfited ; and two whole regiments went over in a bod^ to 
the side of the Parisians. At length all the royal troops left the capital, 
by the way of the Champs Elyeces, and in their retreat were fired upon by 
the people. At night the city was partially illuminated, and perfect tran- 
quillity prevailed, while strong patrols silently paraded the streetS) and 
passed gently from barricade to barricade. 

A deputation firora Charles X., at St. Cloud, arrived at the Ilutel de 
Ville earlv in the morning. At eleven o'clock, the deputies and peers 
tbm in Aoia aiaomMad in their r ca p eet iY e haJla, and aatabliahed regular 
eominimieatfama |wi1li eaeh other. The dnke de Hortemart waa intxo* 
dnoed to tiie 'ebamber of deputies, and delivered four ordinances signed' 
the previous day by the Jang. One of them recalled the fatal ordinances 
of tne 25th ; another convoked the chambers on the 3rd ; the third 
appointed the duke de Mortcmart president of the council'; and the fourth 
appointed count Gerard minister of war, and M. Casimir Perier minister 
of finance. The reading of these ordinances was listened to with 
ereatest attention, iiut at the termination no observation was made^ — 
9ie most profound silence was for a time observed — and then the deputies 
passed to other business. The manner in which the duke and his eom- 
muieMioDa were received by the deputies, waa^an, asmonnoement that 
Clinilea X. had ceaaed to reign. 
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On the Slat 4rf JqIji tiie deputiet published a prookmatioD, diwiliniig 
that thej had mvited the dxHU d Qrleaiis to become lieutenant -genonu 
of the kingdom. . At noon of the same day, Louis Philippe Orieem 
issued a prodamation, declaring tliat he had hastened to Paris, wearing 

the ** glorious colours" of France, to accept the invitation of the assem- 
bled deputies to become lieutenant-general of the kingdom. A proclama- 
tion of the same date appointed pro Yiaional commiflsahea for the different 
departments of government. 

The king, 'with his family, had fled to St. Cloud. They now proceeded 
to EamhouiUet, a Buiall place) six leagues uf Versailles. Three commis- 
sioners were sent from Paris to treat with him; who, on their xetmiii 
infonned tho authorities that the Ung wished to leaye Frsnoe by war of 
CSierboQig; to restore the orown jewels which he had taken with him 
fiom FariS) &o. These concessions were produped by the adyanee of the 
national gaaard towards Rambouillet. On the morning of August 2nd, 
the abdication of Charles X. and the dauphin, Louis Antoine, was placed 
in the hands of the lieutenant-general ; the abdication, however, was 
made in favour of the duke of Bordeaux. A letter of the king, bearing 
that date, appointed the duke of Orleans lieiiteimnt-generalof the kingdom, 
and ordered him to proclaim the duke of Bordeaux kingi under the 
title of Henry V. 

The abdication of Charles was announced to the peers and the deputies 
by the Ueutenant-generali on the 8rd of August, and Oasimir Ferisr was 
at the same time chosen president of the ehsimber. On lha Mi> iStm 
chamber of deputies declared the throne of France yaoant, de jur$ and A 
fiuftOy and discussed the prorisions of the charter. On the Tth, new 
changes were adopted in it; and it was yoted to invite the duke of 
Orleans to become Hng of the French, on condition of his accepting these 
changes. On the 8th, the chambers went in a body to the duke, and 
offered him the crown, which he accepted ; and on the 9th| he took the 
prescribed constitutional oath. 

The spiiit of order manifested by the people during the struggle in 
Paris, which prevented ail outrage and plundering, was still further 
shown la the unmolested retreat of Charles X., who took passage to 
Inland in two American yessels. He embsrked at Cherbourg, amred 
off Spithead on the 17th of August, landed at Poole on the 23rd, for a 
shwt time took up his residence at Lulworth castlsy and then removed to 
Holyrood-housei the scene of his former exile. There he remained about 
a twelvemonth ; afterwards retired to the Austrian dominions; end died 
in his 80th year, at Goritz, in Illyria, November 4th, 1837. 

The revolution of July, 1830, thus drove one dynasty from the tlirone 
of France, and selected another in its place. In theory, it sant tioneJ the 
doctrine of the sovereignty of the people, and dealt a fatal hlow to the 
ancient notions of passive obedience ; but in practice, it disappointed the 
"movem< ut party," who looked to see a munarohy shoru of itA preroga- 
tives aud surrounded by republican institutions. 

BMO OF yoL. tu 
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CHAPTER L 

BELATIO^•S OF LOUIS PHILIPPE WITH FOREIGN POWERS-DIFFI- 
CULTIES OX THE KING'S POSITION— MYSTERIOUS DKATH OF THE 
PB.i.\Cii OF COIiDi::— BELGIAN AFFAIBS— TBIAL Oi THE EX- 
MINI9TEII9. 

Ths first tting to whicli new king fliror-tecl his attention, was the 
justification of the revolution in the eyes of foreign governments; and, 
as a consequence, the reco^ition of his election to the throne. No 
country hailed the new iJgiTiie with as mnch delight as England; for 
though her people shouted with triuuiph over the downfall of 
Napoleon's military despotism, they tympathised with France under her 
Craved subjectum to the imbecile ana wom-eut rule of the Bourbomt. 
This unhappy race showed but too plainlyi by their oonduet in power, 
how little wiadom their misfortunes Sad taught them, and therefore had 
BO cl^m upon men's pity. The vigour which the French had shown in 
resisting breachcg of the la-u', their moderation in victory, and their 
adoption of a form of goyernnient so nearly resembling our own, had 
gained them the applause and sympathy of all parties. Louis Philippe, 
also, from his lung residence in Great Britain, was, naturally enough, 
supposed to have acquired as much knowledge of our institutions, and 
taste for our manners, as would induce him to seek our alliance and 
support our policy, instead of throwing France, as Charles X. had done, 
into the arms of Bussian despotism* 

Austria looked upon all revolutions with dislike and distrust, and 
could scarcely bring herself to recognise a monarchy raised by barricades. 
She feared, too, the infliionce which tho oyrnt misrht oxerri?e upon hf»r 
Italian possessions, the inhabitants of which were groaning und^r the 
most debasing tyranny ; and if she acknowledged the sovereignty of the 
people in France, how could ?he ignore it in Germany? Prussia shared 
in these feelingi. As to iLussia, she could fear little from popular com- 
motion, or the spread of revolutionary ideas, as despotism was part of her 
people's religion ; but she felt bitterly chagnned that the negotiations 
she hid set on foot with C?harles X., to share Turkey and Egypt between 
them, should be thus rucMy and suddenly broken off, and was well 
aware, that the successes of the three days would famish a dangerous 
example to the Poles. 

Here, then, were three groat powers, wliom Louis Philippe had to 
reassure and conciliate. The only way of doing this wa^?, hy checking 
the course of the revolution, by making it, as &r as possible, a change 
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of dynasty, and nothing more. But this was a dif^cult and dangergus 
ta^k. It was not easy to calm down the wild excitement of a muiaexom 
bfttile, to lay the fierce niiitf of dieosder, ftntaitic projects, and entilinn* 
gitfCic hopes, which oiTu diaoord and mooesiful insuErectioa always call 
up. The working cbsscs expected prompt and efficient remedies for all 
their wants and miseries : plenty of wages and little woik, and the 
realisation of all the idle dreams with which the demagogues of the club? 
had inspired thera. The students, and the youth generally, wanted war 
and propagandisra, as in the glorious days of the convention, when 
Jcmappes and Valmy were fought and won. The socialists wanted 
workshops, joint-stock, and universal brotherhood ; and the republicans 
murmured loudly at the re- establishment of a monarchy. Each of thwi 
par^ was MIy persuaded that the part wMdi it took in the rttfMm 
vas quite enough to entitle it to * full conoeiaion CKf all ita demands. To 
aatkiv them all would have been impossible ; to ha^e B^'pemeA the ccan- 
pliuntB of any one of them would haye been dangerous ; and the kmg 
appears to have been determined in the beginning, upon following steadily 
a course of constitutional government, which would have advanced the 
best interests of the country, without pandering to the prejudices of 
factions. But the fates were against him. 

The first measure passed in the chamber under the new regime, was a 
law to aoeure the position of military officers. The malecontents thought 
this wae omSnons, and dedaxed that thia adioitude about flie wmf wm 
iiogoodtotliAiiewIy-acquiradlibeftiea of the nation. Theaeoona wasa 
wise refoxmi eopicd from one of those jealous but salntaiy preeanfioBi 
iakok by our own ccmstitutbn to reatnot the Influence of the crorn 
in our representative assembly — it was a law respecting the re-election 
of the deputies who might be promoted to public offices. But in the pre- 
sent excited state cf the public mind few considered it of much import- 
ance. The working classes were undoubtedly in a state of great distress. 
The suspension of business consequent on the convulsions of July bad 
left thousands of them without money or food. Besides, the royalists, 
the party who had been deleated and oYerthzown wm men of opulence, 
of luzonoua taatea, and mode of life, and their reTmo of fortune bid 
pnyved a eeHous injury to their tradesmen, and then of course to the 
artisans. Large bodies of ouyriers daily paraded the streets in formid- 
able array, threatening to commit acts of violence, and particularly to 
break the machinery in the workshops and factories if they were not 
supplied with food or labour. All this misery was in short one of those 
natural consequences of any derangement of the social machinCTy, how- 
ever short, which time and patience only can remove or rectify. 

Public attention was called away from thoso murmurs and aiaeoiitcifc 
by the occurrenee of one of those splendid military f^te9 in whidi the 
French, perhaps more than any people in tbe worm, delight. On the 
29th of August the khlg reviewed the national guard on the Champ de 
^fars. The armed bourgeoisie who had OTerthrown the Bourbon dynasty 
were about to give in their Hllegianca to the monarch of their choice. 
Nothing was wanting to make the ceremonial gorgeous and imposing. The 
aged Lafayette, who had fought by the side of Washington, had outlived 
the horrors of the reign of terror, the glories of the empire, and was 
Btillthe idol of a proverbially fickle people, distributed the new.coloHBi 

N 



Digitized by Google 



MySTERIOUS DEATH OF THE PRTXCE OF CO.NDE. ' 7 

f1>p coTCTal legions, and received their oaths of fidelity in the king's 
name. Even-thing was propition?. The very sim seemed to hail the 
inauguration of a new and happier era by shining all day long in un- 
clondc'd splendour, and the enthusiasm which had animated the com- 
bat an is of the barricades during tho three daya, seemed to break out 
a&edi ia tSie -Uiimdm of applinise wUoh greeted the king upon every 
8lde.> aH promised irdL 
Bat an eTeat occurred soon after, which clouded &ese bright pro- 
' spectSy and gave a Aock to the moral influence of the new order of things 
from which it never recovered, and its importance in this point of view 
will justify onr cnt*^nrtg rather largely into the details connected with it. 
T.'^-'iis do Bourbon, prince do Conde, the son of the leader of the emi;j;ie'o, 
and the last of the most illustrious house amongst the nobility of Europe, 
was quietly seeking repose on his estate at Chantilly, after twenty-five 
years of exile and wandering, when the news of the July revolution 
burst like a thunderclap upon liim. He .was an old and worn-out man, 
and w nusfortimes of his fmmilY, the downfidl of bis order, and the 
anxieties of a lilb spent in trial and tnrmofly were bowing him down witli 
sorrow to the grave. Long retired ftom the broils of polite ^, all he 



had retained in oM nge some of the frro of passion of a youth of licence 
and gaiety, and had formed a strong attachment for the wife of baron 
Fcucheres, a man whose frank and easy temper gave ample opportunity, 
and in fact, tacit permission to adulterous intercourse. This woman was 
of doubtful origin ; even the name of her parents M-a^ uiiknu\NTi. At the 
earliest period to which her history could be traced, she filled some sub- 
ordinate positton in Gorent-garden tiieatre, more recenth^ had Ured at 
Sred at 'nmham-green npon the wages of dis^ononr, and had ended Ify 
eaptivating and marrying the baron de Feocheres. Her old arts and 
and habits did not desert her in her new position, and the influence 
"which she acqu^rrd over the pnne«^ de r^Tr^e ?oon became unbounded. 
She obtained from him at ditterent times large grants of lands and 
money ; and even had hopes of being left heiress of all his property at 
his death. But her cnnning and prudence had not deserted her in her 
triumphs and prosperity. She feared, and with good foundaiion, that 
the remaining sdons of that proud house to which Louis de Bourbon 
belonged, in wlroee Teins tilie best blood of France was nmning, nobler 
than &e royalty wMch flist ennoUed it, would nerer recognise « bequest 
so Ml ef dishoBonr, and that they womd dispute Iter claims by every 
m f^« in their power. She therdbre determined to aroil following the 
example of the boy in the fnb!?, whr^ by grasping too much of the sweet- 
meats, was tinable to withdraw his hand from the jar which contained 
them. She looked about for some one to share her legacy, whose name 
and rank and standing would conceal her o\\ni part in tlie transaction from 
public notice. She fixed upon the due d'Aumale, the infant son ot 
T/ouis Philippe, and prayed Conde to make him hid hcu, hopiiig thus to 
secure for henelf a reasraiable diTiuon in the spoil, and tlie proteetion oC 
a powerfol fimflj. The children of Mammon are ever wise. The nc?* 
posal of the baroness to use her influence with the prince to induce him 
toadop* e younff dute as his heir v, as received with favour at the 
Talais Boyali and &e q;j[een so far f r^ot her positiaii as to write a letter 



sought was to end his days 1 




But ^is was denied him. He 
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it jiwfrtwt hour the prince of Coad^f eiittwice was rendered nter* 
1^^' MaAm Avchcres* importunity ; night and day, she ceased 
Ml "to hantat a^d wony him to bequeath his raoperty to d' Aumale and 

make a handsome provision for herself. Louis rhuippe went so far as to 
have a form of will drawn up by an able lawyer, Dupin Ainc, so that all 
might be ready for the duke de Bourbon's signature. The latter disliked 
all the Orleans family extremely. True to the traditions of the old 
regime, he who had fought in the ranks of the emigration, could never 
kmc with favour upon ike son of Philippe Egalit^, the regicide, a soldier 
iitehadMtededdietaiiaeefthelaRoiiataatyalmyaii^ It 
iMiy l^wn \m ntdnky hMgined how diataateM to himiraa the mumm 
ni^ich his paramour was forcing upon him. But the poor, mn^iff 
weak-minded M man Juid neitheir the strength nor the courage to 
resielU After many moans, and sighs and tears, and full of gloomy fore- 
bodings, carried so far as to prompt him to exclaim on one occasion that 
onee his will was made his life would be in danger, he yielded. He 
made the due d'Aumale his universal legatee, and secured to the baroness 
de Feucheres a bequest in money and lands of ten million franca 
(£40,000). All this occurred previous to the re\'olution of 1830. 
; Wheii tUa mm' of latter eyant reaohed ChantiUy, the anguish 
kttd alanii (»f ^ ptisee wia eilreaie. Hia aeemed to he oontempfituig 
leftyitttf lhmi»i aid Ibr several dm hia hocaaa elood aaddled and ready 
for fli^t. The newa ef Xioiiia Sfai&ppe'a aooaaaioni, and the embarkation 
df the royal family, appeared in aome meaaure to reasauxe him ; hut nSm 
h few days his dejection and anxiety appeared to return. His manner 
towards Madame ae Feucheres was observed to be marked with terror, 
and he was visibly agitated whenever her name was mentioned in his 
presence. A visit from the queen, for the purpose of presenting him 
with the star of the legion of honour, and of inducing him to appear in 
the chamber of peers, caused him to make up his mind to quit France. 
VpbtymB psepaiad IsrthejoaiBey. Hie soad vaa deoidM upon, and 
^veryth&% tttioMA witii h» atewaid, hi the atrioteat eeoraejr^ He 
rcfti^ to r^st osue night before hia Intended flight in perfect health, but 
fi' a mel^hdy mood. On the morrow, hia relet found his door bolted^ 
and on the alarm being raised and its being forced open, the last of the 
Oond^s was found dead, hanging by a handkerchief tied tightly round 
"his throat from the bar of the window. He was an old man and very 
feeble ; above all, he was awkward in tying anything. He could uot 
tie his own cravat. A sabre wound in the shoulder had so far disabled 
him as to prevent his raising his hand to his head, and yet the ftital knot 
was securely, and eren neatly, fastened. A alight e£Ebrt would have 
enaUed Mmtt^jftm hia foot on ecupport, and thna the ioetfaiotef edl^ 
praefvatlofi, always doubly atnmg in die laat moment, would hnre aaned 
' llhi. His face, unlike tnaae of persons who die by afamgnlnticn, waa 
'pale, and hia features composed. All these facta were ao manj gnmia 
' for the presumption that had not committed suicide. 

^ladamc de Feucheres was observed to be for some days in a state of 
great agitation. She had been speculating on the stock exchange, and 
\S(as a con«?iderab}e gainer. She obliged one of her women to sleep 
ik her room by night, and the abb^ Briant in her librazyi as if she weie 
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luLunted by the fear of some apparition. She shortly afterwards went 
to court, and was received with marked favour, and in the meantime the 
whole of the property of the deceased prince was taken possession of by 
tbttgntiof the goYwiimeBti&tlMiiiiiiftiif LoidtfyUppe, ^ 
sod next of kin to the due Aumale. 

Horrible suapioioiis arose in men's mindey and were veceived aaoii^Hb 
the lower classes, willi toooioiis eagcmeie. WlietiwP tlie piiM tf« 
Cond^ died by his own hand, or that of an assassin, was a quMtieii 
debated in the clubs, the caf(», and the salons, with all the rancour of 
party animosity and hatred. Cogent arguments, to be sure, were urged 
to show the improbability of the Orleans family being guilty of aught so 
base as allowing covetousness to get the better of honour and religion , 
but the masses of the people are not in the habit of weighing evidence. It 
It enough Ibr llieai if tluiie tie vrobelalitiies m fltTOUB a uttr prejudices, 
agniiitt BMi in poeieedon of powei^ iridob iksf limk «nkwAiI^ 
acquired and wro n g f ully hM, The death of the prince de Cood^ tlMn» 
Ur a terrible impranioa upon tbe minds of the publie, and in^wied m 
vduous task upon the supporters and adherents of the new diySEiasty. 

Another cause of popiUar dissatisfaction was found in the policy 
pursued by the government with regard to the Belgian revolution. 
Belgium had been annexed to Holland by the congress of Vienna, iu 
1815, with a singular disregard of national tastes, prejudices, and 
antipathies. There was neither commuuity of religion, nor of language, 
nor origin, nor tea^MMttfey nor of histonoal xeoQUeetions, to a&rd a 
waonaWe hope that ih» waSm wodd pcofve ettlwc agf oea hle or lasting. 
It was not long before eaase of discontent npon one ride, i^pressm 
Oft tfie other, and reciiniinatifli& on both, were accumulated in scores, and 
gave rise to great fears on the part of the diplomatists that disturbances 
might take place which would endanger the peace of Europe. Their 
apprehensions were not groundless. The news of the revolution in Paris 
brought matters to a crisis, and precipitated an armed insurrection. In 
August, 1830, an event in the streets of Brussels roused the passions of 
the discontented, and prepared the way for a more serious stnig^. The 
prinee of (Hrenge, toe eon of tbe Ihiteli kine, came Uttm ISoUaodt 
proposing by his presenee to appease the tronbieB wbish distracted the 
oountrj. AO Ibnnd the strsets barricaded, the citizens under arms, the 
triocdonr flag waying fram the ehiarak qpires, and the windows of the 
bouses, and from every side he was greeted with shouts Vive la 
liberie!" *^ Down with Van Maatten /" (the Dutch minister). He 
returned abruptly, leaving everything in a worse state than before. On 
the 23rd of September the Dutch troops, nine or ten thousand strong, 
entered Brusseis late in the evening, with matches lighted and drums 
beating. They found every preparaUon for a lengthened and desperate 
eombat. The toesin was ringing from mery steeple, and discharges of 
anskeiry wars pomed from tbe windows aai banioides by an nnseSn 
enemy. Losing heart, they retreated m fnatse to the perk, and there 
intrenohed themselves, with their artillery. Hera they sustained, during 
three days, the attacks of the Belgians, who were supported and relieved 
by erowds of volunteers from the neighbourina; towns, while the Walloon 
poachers, all practised marksmen, posted in the adjacent houses, carried 
death into their ranks with every ^t from their long , guns* . pie 
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royalist acUUery, in the mean tunoi oaanoaudid fhe dtf inQesBantly. 
laying it in nuasy aad baryinff mimb«» of liel]^leaB iromeii aid. 
ehikkieaia the eeUan ia wMik vmf hmi Mught didler. The Dntcb, 
howeTer, at length relnatedy eanyiag their dead away in oasti^^azid 
leanng the park slippery with gore and ploughed up with shot What* 
ever miglit be the ultimate issue of the stnijrjle, all hope of reconcilia- 
tion was now at an end. Thd other Europ^m powen dfitermined to^ 
interfere, and settle the matter by diplomacy. 

A conference was therefore held at London, in which the five great 
powers were represented : Great Lritain, by lord Aberdeen i iLusaia, by 
count Mastaaewicz ; Prusaia, by count Bulow ; and France, by XaUey- 
nad. While they wm imagy the BelgiaBe wore dnying the Doftoh 
ftam poat to post, aadeahjectiDg tfaeat to ttmUe roTMSce, cad «t list th« 
fiye plenipoteativrieB cemc to the conclusion, that it would be most con- 
dufilTe to the fsogpmtf of Belgium itself, and to the maintenance of the 
peace of Europe, to restore it to its independence, and make it a distinct 
and separate kingdom. The prosperity and happiness which that 
country ha« &i2^ GS^j^ sMad ahuadAat proof of the wiadom of this 
resolution. 

The Belgians were, of course, delighted, and the king of Holland in vain 
protested, and refused to acknowledge the right of the conference to decide 
hetweeAhimeodhiewveltedeBbieete. Hie mmfl Mton cc e were^ ho f we ye r, 
difficgarded, and eftiir iome further fighting, in irfakh eewe leeeee wen 
sofiSnred on both eidefi the Belgian chaabeie psroeeededto ehooae a new 
king. Tbe^ weie already aware thai a SKMrehical form of goYenaaask 
waathe onTy one which the foreign states would sanction. There were 
two candidates for the vacant throne : the duke of Leuchtcnhcrg, and the 
duo de Nemours, Louis Philippe's son. The latt<?r was elected by a 
msjority of one vote ; but hardly had the sitting broken up, when liie 
news was received from London, that the conference had decided ihat no 
French prince should be eligible for election to the throne ; and, in suppur t of 
tUa deo>aioB» a re&aal waa mm by theFmeh king to paimil hia aoato 
accept the cdfer of the Belgtaiis. The erown waa iheBeAm ^iymi to 
Prince Leopold of Baxe Coburg, a relatiye of the English loyail fnudij. 

horns Philippe's policy, throughout the whole of this transaction was 
exceedingly distasteful to the French nation. The spirit of the rcTolotioit 
of 1789 was profoundly aggressr\'e, and the dc?ire of foreign fonqnest 
and wide-spread dominion had eversince hauntrd the minds of the pto])la 
like a "fevered dreaui." The genius of Napoleon had gratified the 
national vanity, b)' making the French name feared all over Europe, lu.d 
the light-liuai t^d race who submitted to his despotism and fought under hid 
eagles, deemed themaelvea well reeompoaaed for the laariah eismditure of 
their blood and treaa«re« by the glofy whiah oorared their eohieTemeDts, 
and the wide eztenaioa of French tenil >iy. fispeiieneo, dearly bought 
amidst the aaiids of Egypt, the 8no'v^ 3 oi Ilussia, on the heights 01 Leipaiei 
at the Nile, and Trafalgar, and, last of all, at Waterloo, had taught them 
that Providence had not given to France the mission to absorb other 
nations into one great system of centralisation, and that, d-spite the 
gr«'at?^( =s (.f her resource?, and the matchless valour and Rkiil of her 
feuidicis, shu iuuai be content lo coniine herself ^nthin the limits marked 
out for her by natute, the Alps^ the Fyreneefli and iht 
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tha French e^idd not wiliaqgnlah the idaa that, on tha r— wminy >id«> ih» 

proper boundaij of their tomtory was the Ilhinc ; that 'Belgium ottghty^ as 
ia the days of Grand Monavoa, of zight to belong to them. They were 

therefore desirous that the government should assist the Belgians in 
throwing off the Dutch yoke, and then annex the kinf^flmn to France; 
justifying the proposed step by appeals to history, and by pointing out 
the identitjr of language, and manners, and religion. But this was a 
scheme which could onlj be carried uut by force of arms, and in defiance 
of the other Europeaa powers ; and it was yenr doubtful whether it would 
st flU better the oonditum of Belgium to ihAhmelf from the JMboh^ onlr 
lo become a French piovinoeb It wis ewr for Louie PhiUppe to defeni^ 
his reluctance to depriye her of her Q0wlfw«equi]»d ixidependenoet but 
when his refusal to allow the duo de Nemours to become their king proved 
to the world how desirous he was to win the good graces of England and 
of the other foreign powers, the national pride was wouncled to the qiiick, 
and a howl of indignation arose upon every side. Pampiiletct rs, news- 
papers, and oppusiiiuu deputies assailed the government with the fiercest 
acrimony, and accused them of lowering France in the eyes of the world, 
and pandering to the intrigues of foreign diplomatists. 

About the same time, tho insnrtBotiim broke out in Pokn^ Tho 
aristocracv rose at the head of tho peesantry, seized upoa Warsaw, 
defeated the Buadans in seyeral pitched battles by dieer brayery, fighthig 
iritk de^arate intrepidity against fearful odds in numbers and discipline, 
and were only put down aiter a series of exploits unparalleled in the 
annals of wai fare. The rest of Europe looked coldly on, or con ten t od 
itself with barren expressions of sympathy. The restlo?s Tmlitary 
spirit of the French saw in the movement a fresh opportunity for 
winning new laurels, and, at the same time, requiting the Russians 
for the fearful disasters of 1812, and the insults and degradations of 
1814. Aid to Polandr* wis tfaie cry of aU who werodisomleiited witk 
the present state of tbmgs. It was in Tsiu that the manisliy endeaToured 
to show tho impossibility of affording effectusi hdp sft a distance of one 
lumdred leagues, with a neutral territory betweso, to an inland country; 
and to demonstrate the inadvisability of engaging in a war at such a 
critical period with two, or at least one, of the most powerful nations of 
continental Europe. They were accused of wishing to purchase peace 
at any price, even by base subservience to the interests of despotism, 
and of putting a nation of gallant men, and of cavalitrs, under the heel 
of a sordid and money-loying bouigeoisu. They were accused of false- 
hood to the principles of tho revolution, and of desire to restore the old 
t^gime, with sll its inertness, and hatred to the oause of liberty. 

After these ( iriio another cause of discooteitt. The mmisters of 
Charles X., MM. do Peyronnet, de Guemon BanyiUe, and de 
Chanletau;:c had been arrested at Tours, and brought back to Paris. 
They were imprison^'d in Vinccnnes, where M. de Poli^'nne ^y'^n 
soon after sent to join them. It was agreed by all that tficy had 
incurred a fearful rcsponaibility by the part they took in the events of 
J ulj ; and, in obcdieuco lo the popular voice, a commission was appointed 
by tho chamber of deputies to examine them, in accordance widi the ' 
strange custoiiLwhich in Frsnce sedcs to eondenin the accused out of his 
own mouth* Xbe people were yiolently exasperated againBt them, and 
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the crowd assailed them with threats and abuse on their way from the 
prison. But Louis Pkilippe was anxious uot to wound the monarchical 
prejudices and sensibilities of foreign iuit!on«| and his disposition 
wiM wtunlly too Immaito to wiah uiit ibe mt fudicial let of lib 
gOYenunent, shoidA be the saerifioe of poHtieil oftnden to popitlar 
vengeance. To torn over theee nieiiy whatev^ their crimes or faultSi to 
the ezecutloncfy irould have heen, indeed, to give bloody pledges of 
devotion to the revolution, and would have alamed all the aristocracies of 
Europe. He would not, therefore, even trust to the contingencies of a 
trial, but re?olved upon proposing to the chambers the abolition of the 
penalty of death, and in this way prepared the public mind for an act of 
clemency ; and, as a still further measure of security, to entrust the 
passing of the sentence to the peers, most of whom weie iiiendis of the 
ex-nuDisteri» On the ITtli ci Angnet the aboUtiai of the penalty of 
death for political bIBmcn was prop<]Md in the eheinber of deputies, end 
wee reoeiv^ Willi fmm end even appbrnae ; and IL deKeratry was 
ordered to draw up COS address to the m§f thit hie majesfy nteht talce 
the initiative in a measure of such magnanimous clemency. Tne aged 
Lafayette warmly si^pported its adoption, by calling up moiimfnl remi- 
rtisrenc( s of the irst revolati(m, when so many good men were aamficed 
tQ political bigotry. 

The king gave the deputation which represented the address a cordial 
reception. "The wish you express," said he, " had long existed in my 
heart/' But it was Iwed, and not without reason, that tliia measure 
might seem in the eyes of tite populace to promise impooity to the 
ttgners of the ordonnance, ih» men yAu> had brought so mueh mischief 
upon soci« ty, and so much mSfleiyiipon inditidnalB. On the following 
day, therefore, Guizot made an announcement in the chamber whicn 
served the double purpose of soothTng dissatisfaction, and of fulfilling a 
great national duty. "Messieurs," said he, ''the king has longed im- 
patiently like yourselves to sanction, by a legislati\ e measure, the great 
act of national gratitude which the country owes to the victims of our 
revolution." He then stated that the three days had cost mure than 
500 orphans their fafhera, moie tiiaa (00 widows thdr h n shands, more 
than 500 old men the affeetios and suppokt of their children; that 311 
citisens wovdd remain mutilated and incapahle of resuming thdr oceiipa* 
tions ; and that 3564 wounded would have to endure a temporary m- 
capacity. Buch is die terrible prioe which the people bo often has to pay 
for the crimes nnd follies of g;ovpmment ! It vas proposed, therefore, to 
grant to the widows of those killed in the struggle an annual pension for 
life of .500 francs, or £20 ; and to the children 250 francs a year, until 
ihey rcaclic'd the age of se^•cn yearSj and to be educated at the expense of 
the state. The Hotel des Invalidea was opened for the admiasiuix of iho::e 
who were maimed or mutilated. 

When it became generally known that the penalty of death Ibr 
politi[cal offences were abolished, and that ^ ex-ministers were to he 
tried by "^e chamber of peers, there was great commotion amongst the 
socialists and red republicans. They alleged that there was an obvious 
deference paid to the vivik of the offenders, in talking such pains to sare 
,them from the fate often reserved for less guilty but humbler culprits^ 
2zid that the government was proving false to the revolutioa and paying 
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court to the aristocracy. The faubomgs forthwith began to pour out 
their crowds o^ sa^is ctUoUes, the sure harbingers of political storms. On 
tiie ISth of October three lam bodies of men set out irom the Panthcou, 
and nuurohed along the Roe St. Honoc^i towix^ tlie Pekis Eoyal, sing- 
ing the BurmMm, and JMEaneUUMif and canring a flaginaoffibed, ** Ikath 
io the Ministen f The lappel wai immediately beaten ; the national guards ' 
hastened to the spot and the gates of the garden being shutp the crowd 
retreated, and took the road to v inccnnes, still loudly shouting, **Mort attx 
Ministres !'* Upon the arrival at the fortress, tlie governor came out 
and addressed them, and threatened that if they advanced any farther he 
would blow up the keep. They then returned to the Palais Koyal, more 
turbulent and clamorous than ever, A cabinet council w»i3 sitting in- 
side, but the national guard stood firm, and the rioters at last dispersed. 

Though no praotioal xeaulta ISsttoirtd from thie denonatfationi it left a 
Tsgue feeling of uneasineaa in the puUio mindy and gave rise to ftem 
recrimioatioiis between the republioan party and the royalists. It was 
alleged on one side that the democracy ha * waded knee -deep in blood tSL 
1793, and that its old tastes and tendencies had not yet deserted it, since 
it clnmoured for the lives of four helpless prisoners ; and it was retorted 
by the other, that no more fayour was due to those who murdered by 
deputy on a great scale, than to the bravo who stabbed his Folitary 
victim in the dark ; and that if it were, the p«oj,d(j alone who had bocii 
the saiterers, were competent to remit the penalty attachiiig to the oiTence, 
and that their deolaum dtouM not haTe baen aatiinpated by a decree of a 
clumber whidi milv repreae&ted the beufgeoliie, Ihese disoa^hnw 
were carried oa wim that fr^htful aoBineny which ia France makes 
political opponents, almost invariably, personal enemies. In the mean 
time before the agitation had yet subsided, Odillon B arret, the prefect of 
the Seine issued a proclamation denouncingr the instigators of the dis- 
turbances, and characterizing the presentation of the address to the king 
by the chambers as *' inopportune.'* 

Louis Philippe was greatly annoyed by this — the more so, as he had 
long disliked Rarrot, a shrewd, plain lawyer, brusque in his manner, and 
rather too straightforward in Ms langiiage to make a good courtier. It 
was thereihre detennined thit ha abmdd be disniiwed. But this was 
easier to tesolfo (han to set t^ovu Lafii^eite and Bupont de TEure, (he 
garde de seeaux^ or keeper of the seals, were his intimate friends, and 
would in any case refuse to aot without him. Upon hearing, thereforSy 
of what was in contemplatian, they declared themselves ready to resign. 
"What was to be done ? M. Sehastiani offered his senicea to endeavour 
to induce Odillon l^arrot to resign Toluntaciiy. Bttt this was Tehemently 
opposed by many of the ministry. 

There was a council held soon to arrange the matter finally, at which a 
scene occurred which well illusLratea the state of things in the govern- 
ment of France at that period, and draws beyond doubt that monaiaohy 
eveathen^ existed but in name. The king aniTsd at the place of meeting 
with a face radiant with satisfaction. Ue informed ^em that the dis- 
miasaiof the obnoxious prefect had been resolved upon, and that Lafayetto 
had consented to it. '*M. de Lafayette, sire !" exclaimed Dupontdo 
TEurc in unfeigned astonishment — " Your majesty i? gurcly mistaken." 

I had it from his lips, monsieur." Permit moy siroi to believe thst 
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thm if some Tniatekft on your part. M. de Lafayette held very diffeient 
language to me, and I du not think the general is capable of contradictmg 
himself in that manner." The blood rushed to the king's face. "How- 
ever," continued Bupont de I'Eiu-e, " since M. Odillon Barret retires, let 
me repeat my request that yo^ jmAjesty will accept my resignation/' 
** But you said quite the contrary to me this mondng/* replied the king. 

ly aire ! this time I affirm you are in error." Wliat^ monsieur, you 
give me the lis I Svery one ahall kaaw how you hm alfronted me." 
*<8ire/' aaid Dupcuit da TEure^ bridling up like a graod aeiipeur of tka 
olden timBy *^ wuen. the king ahall have said yes, and Dupont de TEurc 
shall hare said no, I know not which of the two France will helieve." 
A scene of great confusion ensued, but by the mediation of the duke 
d'Orleana the matter was finally arranged and a reconciliation effected. 
The gardv de sceaux consented to remain in office, but De Broghe, 
Guizot, Perier, Dupin, &c., were determined not to remain in offico 
with him. These latter, with their followers, constituted a school of 
politicians and philosophers, which went by the name of doctrimira. 
They were mostly men of litexaiy tastes^ some of them authors of emi- 
nencoi as Guiso^ and were lemarkahle lor their liberal but modenti 
politios, taking the Enj[KBh constitution as a good goTenunental moddl» 
and adopting the politioo— economical system of aKjf and Adam Smilk 
with all its consequences. They were the leading men of Erance in an 
intellectual point of view, and though of course possessing consideralle 
eminence as parliamentary orators, they were by no means generally 
popular. The military section, the old soldiers of the empire, and tliu 
younger ones who lived upon its reminiscences, as they could not under- 
stand nor sympathise with their spiriiml tastes, despised them as boak- 
worms and dreamers. The men of commerce disliked them for their 
pride and haughtinessi and the socialists and many of the repuUiciu 
denounced them for holding what th^ alleged to be tiie cmd and 
inhuman maxim of political economy, latsuM wett laissn fain. Geisot 
was the head and soul of the doctrinaiies. He was in a great measure a 
aelf-made man, that is to say, he was sprung from the people, and 
had risen to power and celebrity by his pen, by the depth of his leamiDg 
and the vigour of his style. But his disposition was haughty, disttiit, 
and reserved. He might make men fear and admire him, but they coui-i 
never love him, and the small party which he gathered round him, was 
composed of those who rather agreed with him in opinion, than fuHon ci 
him fi:om love* 

The doctrinaires theui were by no means on fiiendly terms with La&yetti 
end Dupont de I'Eure. They were as anxious to ^ rid of them as the 
king was to get rid of Odillon Barrot, and as soon as it became cvids&t 
that they were niot to go, Guizot and hia party retired in a body. Beo(»i- 
oiliation became hopeless. It became necessary to form a new cabinet. 
M. Lafitte, the banker* in this extremity, proved himself Louis 
Philippe's good genius. He took upon himself to form the nucleus of a 
council ministry, and was successful. He was himself president of the 
and minister of finance ; Maison, minister of foreign affairs ; Dupont 
del'Eure, minister ofjustice ; Hon tali vet, minLater of Uie interior j Gerard, 
of war ; Sebastian of^ oiarine ; Merilhou, of pubUc works. 

The ^'interpeUationa" in the chamber, upon the fint appcazanoe (^tlie 
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ikm mbdstrjfWtTe as lively"' as the mo^t excitable Parisian could 
deiire. The feelings uf the df-putiea tow'ards them were as varied as tho 
partiea iu llie nalion which Lliey reprc6t;nLtHl. The juuiuaU were delighitd 
at tte downfis^ of tiie dootimaries, and, singulitr m it may seem, tho 
MWUijieii ia Wttam ma Tsry poimM politieal body. But as the 
cbttto was opposed to the ministry, tiie steng^e in the ohamber 
was c(»Mienced by «a indirect attaek upon them. M. Tracy proposed 
that the reco^isances required of journals should be abolished. This was 
opposed byM. Guizot, on the ground that recognisances were guarantees 
of the rc3peLtabi]ity of the proprietors; and the motion was rejected, as 
well m one which had for its object the abolition of the stamp duty. 
The chamber appeared to have declared war against the journals, and the 
press, in retiun, heaped abuae upon the deputit;s. On the 9th of ACovember 
it Vis expected that the latemimi^xy veiiild zeply to some of these attadcs, 
ttdenrfoaeeame prepasei te a fiecy debate. It was on this occasion 
thsklf. Gdsot Blade ons of his ftoest speedma ; and as we lead it oTer, 
eita at thisdistsnsaoftime, we marvel not less at the Tigour sad terseness 
oftibe language in which he clothed his thoughts, than the remarkable 
Qiaaner in which subsequent events have verified hi^ assertions. After 
replying to the imputation that he and his party had proved false to the 
principles of the revolution, in endeavouring to preserve and uphold 
iiionarchiual institutions, he continued, " I honour a republic, messieurs, 
itisaiorm of goyemmenl which rtiiU on. noble principles, and rears up 
naUessntimentB and generous thoughts in tiis souL And, if it were 
pacadttsdine, I w<ndd hese vspeat tSe wards which Taoitus puts in the 
OMw&ofoM Galba: 'If the lepuUie eenldbe rc^ established, we were 
rortby it sliould begin with us.' But Fnmee is not republican, it 
would be neoeasaiy to do violence to her connexions to introduce that 
fi>rm of government into her territory. I respect theories, because they 
^ the elaborated productions of huoian reason; I honour tlio passion.s, 
because they play a great and goodly part in humanity ; but it is not with 
lorces of this kind that governments are established.*' The emotion 
^i^h this speech produced was inteuiie. 

The great stumblingblock of the goveniment now was the trial of 
ths prince do Fdignao and his ooUeagues; but sore of the support of 
laikyette jmd Dapont de TEoie, Louis PhiUppe did not doubt that it 
>roald be easily got over. A tempoxary eoobess arosOi in oonsequcnce of 
^Qg's erasing some of the stamgest passages from a warlike and stirring 
a4dres?, which the ministers had prepared to bo conunui icated by him to tho 
chanib'T, unon the disputes arisinj; out of tho r>L l^i lu alFairs ; but upon 
their threatening to resign in case the erasures were uot restored, lie readily 
gave way. Every preparation was now made for tliis momentous trial. 
The chamber of peers had been constituted a suit of judicial court, 
tiisBiMing our house of lords, and four of the members, MM. Pasquier, 
Be Baatard, Segaier, and Ponteeentant, were appointed to arrange the 
i*allininary preceedings. On the 10th of December, the ex ministers 
^ere transfmed from Vsncennes to the prison of Petit Luxembourg, 
^der a strong military guard, rather as a precaution against popular 
^'iolence, than against any attempt at cs^-^vi\ But there was no appear- 
ance of any disturbance or commotion, aud the subject seemed, fur tho 
laoia^ti no long.er to occupy Uie people's minds. Every means was, in 
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the mean while taken to secure the livts of the prisoners from being I 
perilled by an adverse verdict. Men who were kno^^'n to entertaim 
extreme views on the suhjcct, were purposely removed from tJie jury, and 
M. de liiiotdLid pleased the couit, and uttered the Beutimenta of the peers 
wbea lie stated, in a report iia dnrr up upon the Ibim cKf procedurei 
that the penid code wis inapplicable to the trial of ^e eaae»" thM 
ItETiiig unlimited jurisdiotloii in the hands of the tribunal. On the 15th 
of Dcoember, the trial he«uu The hall waa orovded long before Ihe ' 
judges took their seats. When the prisoners Mrere brought, eyexy eye 
was bcntupon them, and almost every look was hostile. All were anxious to 
see how the chief actors in this hideous trapredy bore themselves, now that 
they had reached the closing scene. There was scarcely one in the room 
who had not reason to rue the day when the ordonnances were issued| 
and to crv fur justice upon the muiderera of their kinsmen. But the 

prisonen Dienohed not. They looked npon tiieaaelvea as the lepresenU 
atiyea of the old regime, and laat champions of the rights of an aaeieBt 
line of kingt) and true to the insUnets of the aristoonwyi to which they 
belongedi they scorned' to show any want of Belf-possamon before the 
plebeian crowd. M. Pasquier examined them. He had doubtless receiTed 
his instructions, and he carried them oiit with fidelity. Every questinri 
was so framed, that the answer might be truthful, and yet not inculpatory 
of the accuiied. The}- were, in fact, plainly invited to free themselves, 
by casting blame on Charles X., and representing themselves as unwillini^ 
agents. But this thev steadfastly refused to do. The men who scrupled 
not to mow down the dtisens for tfaiee days Willi grape-Aot, had 
broken the laws of the kingdom, and set at nought the cwmstitwtiaay 
stood upon their honour to their absent and exiled master. Suehnetibe 
anomalies of human nature. 

The examination of the witnesses came next, and this was the most 
exciting and most mournful part of the proceedings. They were there | 
in great numbers ; men who had fought through the whole of the three i 
days, and seen their fathers, sons, and brothers fall by their side. They 
told of the gathering of the crowds — of the hoarse murmuring that pre- 
saged the storm — of the arming for the fight — of the erection, of ihe 
barricades — of the fearM charges of eayalry, and the letttng- fire of the 
infantry, the stones hm-led firom the housetops, the allots fitSd^ ftom Hie : 
windows, the continued roar of the oammny we ahridEs of wcsnen waiHitt 
for their children beoauae they were not| the wild shouts of men dras I 
with blood, and maddened wiUi the fury of the combat, the smoke^ the 
••Just, the anarchy arid confusion of civil war in a crowded city. Aii 
Ihis, and more, was described with agonising minuteness by those who 
had too much reason to remember it well. M. Arago's testimony was, 
however, the most damning of all. lie deposed to prince de I'olignao 
having said^ '^If the troops join the people, why then the troops mxx&i be 
fired on." Hartignac. the prince's adroeate, soii|^t to rest soana dMfel 
on the truth of this, but in yain, and a HurQl of boifor and indicnaitMn 
ran through the assembly upon hearing it. There waa of oaurae bvt 
little difficulty in tracing the disturbances to their auUiorSr Xliia paaci el 
the case was thorefore soon proved. 

But now a dissension arose between the lawyers on bnth sides, as 
to whether the accused had in any way acted iUegaUy or net. They 
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vmt duajged wUli lurrii^ brokea the chtrter. .They denied it^ a&d 
^»peaM tf» the charter itielf in support of their dentel* ' the IfCit 
ittiefe g»¥e ibe long the power of making the nilee and ordinances 
aeeemrj for the security of the state; and the counsel to the defend- 

antg maintained that the king had done this and nothing more, and that 
the mo?t that could be said waa, that they had made a false estimate of 
the importance of the circumstancea which seemed to call for the exercise 
of this extraordinary power. To this the other side replied, that the 15th 
article expressly provided for the exercise of the legialativc power by the 
king and chambers conjointly. The truth of the matter seemed to he, that 
^ dMttter iiad been oaielessly diawn up and loosely worded^ and noir 
aftfdad niateriali for the singular spectitele of lawyers wrangling upon 
the existence or non-existence of the most important bulwark of oiril 
liberty, thatodaKntal piineiple of all £cee eoyemment. But it must 
not for a moment be supposed that the revolution and the bloodshed 
which accompanied it were due to the contradictions or inconsistonciea 
of the charter. Assuredly, when Charles X. issued the ordonnancc?, and 
when M. de Polignac supported and enforced them, neither thought of 
jostifving his conduct by an appeal to the articles of the constitution, 
riiey were but obeying the instincts of despotism, and'^elied on the 
swera, tiie last argument ol kings, to the assmon of their daims. Kor 
4ML the people, when they rose in deibnoe of their rightsi beUoTe tiiem- 
selves acting in defence of the 15th article. They foaght at the bidding 
of the principle which, though it may he less active in some men than 
in others, still exists in all^ which tells them that all power is delegated 
for the good, and not for the injury of the people ; and that when it is 
direrted froDi its puzpose the compact is brokeni and the right is to be 
resumed. 

The French people might justly have exclaimed, If the charter did 
not secure us our liberties in the clt^aieat and moot unec^uivocal manner, 
it is no fault of outs. It was not we who drew it up, but tiie diplo- 
aBtaala ; and let it what it will, in matters of this kind we are the 
flsia and supreme judge in our own cause. Tou have committed a crime 
against freedom; you haTa appealed to the sword to justify you ; the 
decision is against you, and now await your sentence." But this 
play upon words in the decision of a cjisc anectiiig the highest interests 
of Uie nation, proves in a striking manner that if laws are not written 
in people's hearts, and handed down in their traditions and institutions, 
famiiiar Ln their mouths as household words, it is in vain to seek to hind 
kings, who have druuk in a love of irresponsible jjower with their mother's 



It waa said also bj the prosecutoia that the king was not responsible, 
tat ikB ininistofi> To this it was replied that the king had nerertbeleM 
heen Tinted with terrible punishment, and that his chastisement atoned 
isr fte sins of idl ; but the counsel for the crown contended that without 
the signatures of the ministry the kin^ could have done nothing, and 
that cvcnhandcd justice did not allow of snhF^tltution, — that each should 
answer for his own offences. Stirring addresses were delivered by the 
advocates on either side. The bourgeoisie, victorious in the field, 
had come to measure their strength ^v^th the old aristocracy, in 
the forum. As each buccessive orator addressed the tribunal, the in* 




archraent. 
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tereat of the audience deepened, until at last^their feelings were wound up to 
the highest pitch of excitement. The magnitude of the events under 
discussion, the rank and character of the accused, the uncertainty as to 
iSw ito liMt mdted tliem, the kaxm. deilrftof the govenmiieiit to.M?e 
ftem, the known deebe of thraiob to dootroy tbm, eu oomlniied to ^ve 
odat to the prooeedings. ^Rie trial w» oneoi tiwnoet impoctMit in B0O- 
pean history. The ahTest men of Fnmooime ranged against each other on 
either side for attack or defence, or were placed on the tribune to decide. 
It was a great intellectual tournament in golitioal listi» The whole 
nation waited breathlessly for the result. 

The last of the speak^s was addressing the court, when a great tumult 
"^'as heard without. Thousands of men, the dregs of the faubourgs were 
assembling from all quarters, and crowding towards the chamber with 
anery threats and gestures. The alarm spread through the city. Gencn^al 
LmTettewM waned; the imel w«s Matay and wtfonftl guaid 
was called oat Bu mo nw oi piUage wace maad dxoad, and era long 
penetrated to the pesil. The sitting wt» brelten up, in eonfuikHi, not- 
withstanding the assurance of the militey Authorities that aU neoeaaaiy 
precautions had been taken for the preservation of the peace. The 
chamber of deputies assembled in the evening in perturbation and alaan. 
Evil riunours were abroad, and the very air seemed thick with plots. 

There then existed in Paris materials sufficient to cause a formidable 
insurrection, if not a revolution. There were the sansculottes or the 
rabble, eager for disturbance, and making political emeutes a coyer for 
plunder, tidenoe, and hloodUied. There wate tiio Bou|partiat8» livings 
on the aonraniia « the empire, and longing for ita vaataaation* AtuSi laat 
of all there were the republicans, a poweifiil and united body, who ware 
writhing with ehagrin at the disappointment of their hopes in July, and 
burning with the desire to retrieve their defeat by dethroning tibe 
monarcny. Their adherents were everywhere, — in the chambers, in the 
army and in the national guard — the artillery of which was composed 
almost entirely of them, and it was openly announced that if any dis- 
turbance broke out they would deliver the cannon to the rioters. The 
army had been so disheartened and demoralised by the events of the 
Three Days, that it could not be safely counted upon. 

Sach of theae pattiea tfaoii^ht tiie trial of tiie OK-B^^ 
onportonity forn cmijf i$ nwifi, and now that it wnasfproaehing a daa»» 
the utnwst agitation prorailed. The govemment took pronpt SMt- 
sures to put down any attempt at disturbance. It felt the importance of 
the crisis, and endeavoured to prove itself equal to it. ^Vheu the day 
arrived for the peers to give their judgment, thousandg of armed men 
were ranged in all the squares and public places, ready for immediate 
action. There were more than thirty thousand men on the left bank of the 
Seine. Such was the state of things on the eve of the first day of the 
trial. On the morrow, the 2 1st of Seoember, the accused were again led 
in, and after some fdittoaddraaaaa fiw the ndypcalaa on 61^^ 
peers retired to dalibmte. The piiaonera waae bimi|^ ont of Ae 
eouit, and placed in a close carriage, and having been surrounded by A 
troop of cavalry, were hnixiad foil speed along uie outskirts of the 
to Vinconncs. It had been wisely resolved to place the unfortunate 
out of the reach of popular yiolenoe. The xage of the populace 
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great when it was tnowri that thej were gone. Immense crowds 
pcramljiulated the streets, shouting, Death to the ministera I" and 
ai4leaTourizig in TariooB placet to break through the rauka of the 
mrtlonal puanif who howvm atood firm. But at leagtiL tbe impwUn 
began to apread that the sadden flight mm a derioe of the govenmmt to 
shield the aeenaed from all pmdahment, and that the trial was hut a 
mockery, and great Uun were entertained that bloodshed would emoe. 
By the firmness and coolness of MM. Arago ftnd Lrifaretto, nothing ensued 
beyond a few broils. When night fell, however, hres M ere lighted and 
the troops bivouacked in the streets. The peers were deliberating in the 
Beubens Gallery, and a short time after do^kj they had agreed upon 
their verdict, which all Paris was awaiting in intense anxiety. When 
thev entered the hall of audience it was (umost entirely ompty. Fear 
liaadxiven eyery one to th^r homes. Fiasquiflr lead- the seutsnoe, 
ooademning all the aeoosed to pei^etnal imprisoitmeiit, aaid If. de 
Polignac to <ml death. When it was made kziown to the prisoners at 
Vinccnnes they treated it with indifiference. But not so the Parisians. 
TVhcn the journals had spread the news of the decision, the agitation 
again began, and dispkred a more alarming character than before. A 
black flag was unfurled in the Place du Pantheon. Dense crowds 
gathered round the Palais Royal and the Palais du Luxembourg. The 
drums of the national guard beat to arms all over the city, hut its mem- 
bers were worn out by fatigue and watching, so that but few answered 
iSxB aamimoaB. In tlus exteemily the stadeats of the Eoole PolytoehF^ 
nique, ttid of the; other schools and eoUeges, who had fougnt so mfoly 
in Julyi resolved to turn out in defeaoe of order a&d property. They, 
therefo^ assembled, passed an address, which was ptwliuied with the 
sanction of M. Odillon Barrot, and having formed themselves into civil 
battalions, in conjunction with the twelfth legion of the national guard, 
set out on their march through the city, calling on the people to retire to 
their homes, and exhorting them to obey the law. Those of the 
Ecole Polytechnique wore their uniform, and being thus recognised, were 
soon followed by large bands of workmen who placed themselves under 
th^r otdera. A deputafion went to tiie palaee. and presented thomseLves 
io the king, who reeetved them xery gradopsiy, and delighted them by 
the imaffected simplicity of his manners, which was Louis Ffaifippe's great 
characteristic. Before evening order was ftdly restored. The efforts of 
the turbulent were of no availi and the city was illuminated thfonghout 
the night. 

A vote of thanlvs to the national c:iinrd for its r onduct during the crisis, 
was proposed by M. Dupin Aine' in the chamber of deputies, and M. La- 
fitte, the president of the council, called for one for the students also. But 
the Litter had. in the proclamations issued by them to the people, laid down 
soma polittoai condinonSi tonohing xelbinn in the g o ve rnm ent, as fiie 
prroe of their assistance^ and many of the deputies expressed neat dis- 
satis&ction at, what thev consideted, the piesamption of senoolboyw. 
The students therefore refused to receive the rote of thanks, and thus a 
matter of hut trifling importance in itself, the excitable nature of tho 
Trrnrh soon mapiified into a political conflict, and the affair wa*? debated 
in tho j oumals with as much acrimony, as if it inyolyod the dearest interests 
of the nation. 
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Tilt eririi Hum pt w i d even more fkrcmMj than. Uie most nn- 

gtune supportort of the ^renimeat had rentured to hope. But in 
V p i sode now oooorred, wluoh damped the xejoidBg oaiued \if tbe triumph . 
Lafayette wis a gentilhommey a scion of the old aristocracy, who had in 

early life given in his adherence to the people and to lihcrty, wbcn 
neither was much valued in France. When jDung, and gay, and 
haudsomOf he had torn himself away from the pleasures and friv()Uti<« of 
the court, and fought in the cause of America, under Washington's orders, 
throughout the war of independence. Uetuming home at its close, he 
did not forget the lessons he had leamed on a nee soil, bat deToted his 
lUb and energies to their propagation. During the whole of the teniUe 
soenes of the first reyoluMn ho was the fast firiend of liberty and older 
and constitutional numaiohyi and only withdrew from the poHtical arena 
when the strife became one of bloodthirsty cruelty. He had boen the 
eommander of the first national guard, and had vainly endeavoured to 
protect the unfortunate Louis XYi.,and his still more imfortunate queen. 
Grown old in the service of the people, he had, after the revolution of 
July been appointed commandant-general of the national guard, and was 
responsible to no oue for the use he made of hia power. In this positioD, 
his great popularity and great influence had enabled him to be of signal 
semoe to the monarchy ; and not least during the agitation whidi had 



had, on the 19th of December, issued an order of the day, in which he 
dedared that his comrades would still find him what he had been at the 
age of tNventy, The inan of liberty and of puhllc order, loring his popu- 
larity much better than his life, but detennined to sacrifice bothy rather 
than neglect a duty or suffer a crime.*' 

But it was felt, and rightly we think, that the power which he iK>s- 
scsscd, as irrespoxiaible cummander of so large an armed force, was too 
great to be intrusted in the hands of any single man, and it was therefore 
proposed in the chamber of deputies, on the 24th of December, that the 
4xffioe of commandant^general of the national p:uard shoidd be abolished. 
Several amendments were proposed, with the view of making an exception 
in Lafayette's favour, hut they were all rejected, until Lafitte moved that 
tlie king should be left free to confer the honorar}' commfind upon him 
by a new ordonnanoe. This propos^il was adopted. Lafayette was absent 
from the chamber when this resolution was passed ; and as he had been 
led to believe that his tenure of ufiice would last for his life, he was grratly 
chagrined, and immediately sent in his resignation to the king, but, vs iih 
the true pride of the old noblesse, took care not to betray the depth of his 
wounded feeHnas. Louis Philippe wrote to him immediately, in reply, 
expressing the deepest regret at the determinalion he had come to, stating 
that as he had not had time to read the newspapers, he was not previoiisly 
aware of what had occurred. Lafayette attended a council held at tkbe 
Palais Royal on the afternoon of the same day, and there the king cen- 
sured his ministers for their want of tact, and expressed his regret at the 
jealous spirit evinced by the chamber, and begged of him to retain at 
least the command of the national guards of Paris. But Lafayette was 
not to be cajoled. lie firmly rcfu.>ed to withdraw his resignation ; 
declared his oelief that the goyenudent had entered upon evil courses, 
and had forgotten the principles of the teydtttbn. Louts Philippe pub- 
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liihed a prodaruatiou addressed to tne national guard deploring the old 

fenenl's resolution, and speaking of him in terms of the highwt pomse ; 
at all wai not oofflcient to aUar the snrpiue and vantion whini ti^ 

news occasioned. Dupont da I'lhire forthwith resigned his functioaa as 
minister of justice. It was accepted with alacrity ; but, in losing the 

support of these two men, the Tnonarchy of July had lost powerfol friends; 
and, what was worse, diminished its moral influence amongst the middle 
♦ lass^. The command of the national guard was conferred upon general 
T/)bau, and there was now no obnoxious person in the ministry but 
DJillon Bair of, and the doctrinaiica ft^lt Gonvinccd that his claws were 
jpUpjpcd, wiitu unaided by Lafayette and Dupont de TEure. 
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TBB BUDGET 70B ISSWirTBBirAL BBF03ai8>THB SAINT SSUiU 
KIAN6 — THE ABBE DB I1AMBXNAIS-BIOT8 IN PABTS-ELEC 

TOBAL LAW— "FOr.r.TaN AFFAIRS-EETIREMEXT OF T-AFTTTE AND 
ACCKSSIOX OF CAfilMIB PEBIE& 10 OmCE— DISSOLUTION OF 
XH£ CHAMBEB. 

In the "beginning of 1831 the kin^, while dedaring his intention to 
avoid all cause of quarrel with foreign nations, and to pursue a middlo 
course among conteuding factions at liome, began to make vigorous 
prepaiatioiLs, neyerthelcfls, for putting the Idnedom in a state of defence. 
Tlie amy W98 increased ; the gaxxiaons fortined, pnmsionedi and lem* 
forced. These measures of conne oould not be cazried on witSioiil 
eonnderahle expense, and conseq uTitly the budget, when bnmght for- 
ward if M. La&tte, amounted to 1,167,000,000 francs, or three hundred 
millions more than under the restoration. This excited a tremendous 
outcry. The legitimatists pointed triumphantly to these figures, and asked 
the repuhlicans what had they gaiiied^ by their revolution ; whilst the 
war party, who advocated intervention in the affairs of Poland and Italy, 
sneeringly declared that it was as expensive to sit at home in inglorious 
ease, as to be constantly in action. In the first seyen months of 1830 
&ere had been an excess of income orer the expenditure ; in the last five 
months, on the contrary, there had been a large and increasing deficit. 
Much of this might no doubt he justly ascribed to the shook given to 
credit by the events of July, and the temporary suspension of trade 
consequent upon a bloody revolution, well as to the unccrtninty and 
distrust which naturally prevailed before the new government had nrmly 
established itself. But partisans do not reason ; they declaim. 

In the mean time the chambers proceeded to make some very necessary 
reforms. It was enacted that the number of counsellors and judges 
in the courts of assize should be reduced from five to three, and that a 
majority of seven votes in the juries should be sufBUsient to acquit or 
convict an accused person. By the code of crinnnal procedure it was 
provided that the judges should, in certain caseSi have a shttc in deter- 
mining the fact also. Every Englishman Imows how important A 
bulwark of personal liberty is the great, and now well-egtabliahed, pnn- 
ciple of British law, that none but the jury eliall pronounce upon the 

guilt or innocence of the prisoner, and that the judge has but to follow 
le letter of the law in carrying out their verdict. Those who remember 
the vigorous assertion of this principle made by lord Erskine, and more 
recently by lord Brougham, in cases of libel, wiH readily understand the 
importance of ihe measure noir biought finnrard in ti&e thiMlm of 
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deputies, liicli corrected this abuse, and distioctly defined the province 
bo til of judge and juror. 

JfapoleiTi liad aboiishetl trial by jury in Corsica, his native country, 
and it had never afterwaxdii been restored. By the exeiliuus of Dupoat 
de I'Eure, howeyer, the evil was now reotifieidi tiie institutiona of 
the county in every respect assimilated to those of Franoe. 

The attention of the chambers was next directed to the important 
qnestion of municipal reform. As has been stated in a prenoos Tolume^ 
before the revolution of 1789, France was divided into provinces, governed 
by intendments baring but little connexion with one another, different 
cod{^ of lavr, and but little direct communication with the supreme 
power of the state. One of the first acts of the national assembly was 
the asaimiiation of tho institutions of all these, and the complete 
centralisation of the supreme power in Paris. This was perhaps neces- 
sary in the days when there was nothing but anarchy at home, and war 
abroody and when the very eztstaioeof thestatehung upon the united actioa 
of all its powen nod xesonxoes. But now, when wars and oonrulsiomi 
were at an end, it was evident tiliat tiiis was so longer necessary, and the 
chambers proceeded to restore the direction of their affairs to the com- 
munes of the provinces. After a long discussion, a law was passed, the 
provisions of which may be summed up as follows : — The municipal 
councillors were to be chosen by a body of electors composed of the 
citizens paying the greatest amount of direct taxes in each commune, 
being equal to a tenth of the population iu all comjiiunes of a thousand 
souls and under. This number was to incfease at the rate of five for 
ererj hundred inhahitanfts abore one thousand and under five thousand ; 
of four for every hundred above ftve tiiousand and under fifteen thousand; 
and beyond tins at the rate of three per hundred* The pecuniary 
ooalification was dispensed with in the case of those, who mignt reason- 
ably be supposed to possess in virtue nf their position, superior education 
and intelligence, siich as physicians, barristers, notaries, justices, oliicers 
of die national guard, functionaries enjoying retiring pensions, &c. ; but 
all these should have actually resided in the commune for a certain 
number of years before they could vote at elcclions. The municipal 
councils wore to be elected for six years, and to consist of members not 
under twenty-five years of age, one half of whom were to retire every 
tlix'ee years. The mayor and his assessors were to be ehosen teem 
amongst the municipal councillors, but in the chief town of eadi arron- 
disaement, and in cranmunes of three thousand inhabitants and upwards, 
the nomination was to rest with the king ; and in those whose population 
was less, with the prefect. This latter clause was the great error in the 
law. This interference with the ol» ction of the mayor, on the part of 
the supreme govemmeut, was most objectionable, and in England would 
Aever be tolerated. But strange to say, irascible and excitable as the 
French are, they suffer wrongs and indignities to which the more phleg- 
matie Kngliahman would never auhndt* Thd baneful effi^sts of ibM 
influence of the government over the mayors and prefocts has been 
deplorably manifest in the recent elections of Lotus Kapole(mrs legisla- 
tive assembly^" as weU as in his own. 

The mayors and their adjoints were nominated for three years, but 
were liable to be set aside by royal ordinance or suspended by the pre- 
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itot To the prefoei and tob-prefeet was oommittod the right of sum- 
iponing ev^ry extraordinary meeting of the mmiicipal council, wkiflKi in 
iuoh caaes was bound to confine itself to the consideration of the spedal 
object for what it had been convened. Of course there was not a line of 
thia to which there were not a thousand objectora. T le d^mocrata and 
socialists complained of the undue inliuencj i^ivcn. to the rich, of the in- 
j^uatice of excluding a poor farmer or aitisan from a share in the manage- 
Bueat of the affiiLrs of his owa village, and the legitimatists were horriSed 
that the priaat wu not to hm a TOto at tlit eUotknai or be elig^ to 
W placed on tlio coimoU. 

But there was a deep undor^Minreiit of opinion flowing ailenlly all the 
whiles and making ita way amongst the poorer olaaaea in evary part oC | 
France, and these clamours were but the feathers and straws on its 
surface. A moral revolution was at work, strange and fantastic in its f 
outward manifestaUons, but still powerful, which was destined to iniiict . 
tremendous evils on the country, and will doubtless do more to retard 
her real progress iu the march of science and civilisation and social order, 
tl^n thfi tjiaimj of th^ Bourbons or the wars of 2\apoleon. Vast nuoi- 
Waiof wdl*nwiiialng nan, ami many of tfaamfit ia nideaa to danyit, ' 
pirofbund tfabkan, kad bdield witb bomr and indignationy the miaery j 
a^d abandonment ^f the labouring cliinaaa. They mw a minori^ of taa 
nation clothed in purple and fine linen and faring aumptuooafy every ' 
4ay, sitting in the tents of power, filling the learned professiona and the , 
legislature, and holding the capital of the country in their hands and its 
labour, as it seemed to them, at its mercy ; while the great mass of the | 
people, instead of labouring to live, as God had ordered, were living 
wretchedly to labour. On one side were ease and luxury and 
refinement, and on the other cold, hardship, ignorance, and crime. 
Xhe utmost that a capitalist or rich man had in moat inatancea to 
waa loia ol an opportunity' or the &Sbm of n achetne te 
gaining moiei but the woixing man wm d^endeat on the whim or 
eappipe o£ one whoso sympathies tastes and prejudioes were all against 
]||ili,4uxd was in dailv dread lest the loss of hia aoui^ earnings should 
ixppenl the Uvea of his wife and family. There iq^peared to be abnn- 
dsAce of money in the world for all, and abundance of the substantial 
comforts, and even luxuries which it represents ; but by some strange 
complexity or involution in social affairs, the good things of this life hid 
been accumulated in the hands of the few, ana to the many were left the 
labour and sorrow* 

V Thaw men then came to the oonolttsioa iktk iku ine^nility wna due to 
mme mdioal vieea la the eonatitutioa of aooiety ; that k would not be 

auiioient to reform or amend institutione ahready existing ; it was neces- 
eiiy that Idlie whole should be pulled down and remodelied^ and they de« 
tsuaained upon undertakins^ the task with the fullest confidence in their 
own ability to establish liberty, equality, and fraternity ; in short to 
abolish all distinctions in wealth and rank, akd make everybody happy, 
by an infallible protesa. They forgot that the inequalities of men's 
condition are due to the differences of their mental and moral con- 
stitution, and that the world, though capable of making vast pro^ss 
%Bid .aqhieving prodigious ieeiiltB» eaa mr beoome a happy ftnuly,** 
until all oaa be brought to hope and think and Cmti and «imr tad 
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rejoice together, till all telflth Mm are bannlted, till i^eiiese ft € iBx/k 
unknown, and industry no longer an admired virtae. Tlie imtfefMl tost 
of capacity, the univeml atimolua to great efforts, and good purposes is 

competition. Failnr? in the great rnce is vi«ite<l ^vith inc^table 
pnialtif 3. Man )ias not created either the punishments tho reward.s^ 
They are of God, who causea tlie rain to descend upon the wicked and 
the good, and llie sun to shine npon the just and upon the nnjn^t. 

But it may thus be seen, at all events, tiiat at the bottom of all socialist 
echemea, ▼hether Bimoiiiflm, Fourrierism, Hohbiam, or aught else, ha9 ii 
great phjiaathropic principle, that of uniTerial hifn. It torn the applitm- 
tion of Hila principle to toe existing state of aoeiety^ Ihct Hie projecttxrb 
err. They began in Ffaause. Tccir great chief was St^ fiinieiiy the 
founder of the sect known as St. Simonians. His theories were as wilii 
OS they were erroneous. He dirided mar^kind into two classes, the 
workers and the idlers, and the furnier into three classes, artiSfts, 
philosdpher?, and men of labour and traffic. The next thing was to 
connect these three; and hia scheme was to open a subscription before the 
tumb of A^ewtOD, to which every one was to be called upon to contribute 
according to hie er her means or inclination, and each contributor was 
name three mathematidane, three physicians, thiee ehemi«ls» three phy* 
siologieta, tfaiee men of letters, tluee painters, ' and three imiflielattiJ 
These twenty-one persons, so selected, were to form a oonttcB, to be ealiet 

The Coimcil of Newt<m," and presided over by a mathematician, ana 
to them was to be committed the gigantic task of organisiogaiMi diree^H^j^ 
towards a common tnd all the nations of the globe. 

It may be seen that in all tliia he gives the precedence to the 
ilie men of intellect ; but be s )on changed his mind, and came to the 
conclusion that they were a body without internal life or energy ; ihaV 
they, as all the world, receired their impulses from the men of iaWntf 
and haid-handed Mnatry, wfeo took the imf^tive in all thingfl, «M 
imaecTerydajheeoinlnginerepowerftd. Hethei^fixresdeptediBBbisnitili^ 

TmH pm\ tt p^ur r industries** and dooltred that the rei|^ of idleiiieiMi 
was at an end, and the reign of labour was now to begin . The king of this 
new mode of g^overaraent was to be he whom the men of labour consider^ 
best amongst them, and his ministers were to be thope who should be 
de?mcd fittest in prepare the budget, and take charge of the financea.- In 
the distribution of the elective franchise, care was to be taken to substi- 
tute the induence of the cultivator of the soil for that of the landlord, 
who lived upon the proceeds of the labour of others. But 8t Simon now 
remernhmd tiMt the labooier oo«ld new supply the mmft and inflri^ 
leotaal n e w i t i s a of maafcindf — d hethet^opeappe^to theArilA»f 
and then oombining theee tlmee ideas, he formed a system wMcil he called 
the ''New Christianity," having te Ita object the aMlidMlen «f th«^ 
physical condition of mankind. 

In all this there was much that was heautiful ; but the i^^hole ?eherrt^ 
was fanciful, and, of course, impraoticable, It would be, of course, as 
reasonable to hope that men would ail grow to be of one height, as t-o 
expect them to live in harmony, according a symmetrical iryst^tn of » 
bruther man's making, let the principles on which it waa founded he' 
«fver so sound, t - ic iiiaxt 

As the lesult of allinyeatigationi, belaid down the foUowingrules, whidh 
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were in future to govern society: — Univir.^id associaitioa, based ttgoaliwr^^ 
aud consequently no more hostile competition. 

To each according to his capacity, and to each capacity aocordia^ tciiU 
woika ; and consequenliy no more herediury possession. 

Organiaatioii of iziduBtry ; and canaeqnently no more mr. 

These doctrinesy of ooune, would, u earned ontf deelray ibM ivlwh 
finmiework of eocielyi ee it at pre^nt eziete; but ibr tbu wy mwn they 
possessed a singular attnotksi for seen of ean^aine tennpeaEumt and 
reetle^e imagiaatioiiy a greater number of whom may perhaps be found it 
France than in any country in the world. St. Simon himself had all the 
requisites of the foimder of a nc^- sect whetlicr iu religion, politica, or 
philosophy, — evident disinterestedness, unbounded self-reliance, and 2 
passionate conviction of the truth of what he taught. lie belonj^^d to 
one of the noblest houses of France. He was heir to the name aad arms 
of the famous duke of St. Simon, the historian of the reimi of Louis XIV., 
and tbe last of the old laoe of pramd^ M^nmttf and yet Iw dwwaaedifl 
priTikgee deriyed from birth with fiem eaetgy, and kmdiad hia iMbias 
in the propagation of his doctrinesi eo that he disd in indigMae. 

The revolution of July gave thm a great impulse. It seemed to have 
unsettled everything, and given a fair opportunity of bringing forward til 
that was wild, fantastic, stringp, or plausible, whether in politics or in 
religion. Thousands of young mtii of high talenta and great entkuaiasm, 
enrolled themselves in the ranks of St. Simonism to fight in the crusade 
against all that men held most sacred — property and family. They esta- 
blished a newspaper called the Globcj for me purpose of disseminating dios 
Tiewa, and before very long they f onndiiieinielyes preaehing thenwet odious 
apeeies of oom]mini8m---that whieh diosoWea the mamage tia^ ttid aabjeQls 
toe holiest relations of life to be dissolved by the waning of incdioalioa er 
iheoapriceof the moment. To feUosrthem through the wildemmaf 
extravagant doctrines into which they were afterwards led, would, in our 
narrow space, be impo^^sible. We have given this brief sketch, merely t > 
put the reader in possession of some of t)ie cause? which were evermore 
agitating the masses of the people, and plriring the govoninient and 
society in continued danger and porplexity. Vv C do not mean to say thaltf// 
the developments of St. SimoiiLbin ioimd favour m Uie ej^ttsol tlie popiila.a*, 
but> the principles upon which it wia baaed, apeekms in appearancr, 
inviting to the aggrimd, the dleappointed, and the distreeeed, and advo- 
pated throng tite colnnmB of the Globe, and in (he clubs by such msn as 
Augustin 'uiieny, Olinde Eodriguea, Bolsntin, Bazard, Buolbei, and 
Armand Carrel, could net ftil to produce a powerful effect npon tha paUic 
mind. Thousands of convertrJi were made amongst all classes, who were 
unanimous in the opinion that society, as then constituted, was hatifu" 
and oppressive, and ought to be abolished ; though probably not ten were 
agreed as to what they would erect on the ruins. 

Side by side with the St. Simoiiiana wL-rc the democrats, mooting iLt 
rights of man, and cliunoaring for a republic, one and indivisible, aud the 
BonapartiBts promising liberty in the name of the empire. Raligosi, in this 
genem war of opinion, was not left nntouohed. The abbtf daXaaenaais, 
a man of great learning, great enthusiasm, and great tenacity of purpose, 
and possessing a spirit as heroic as his body was feeble^ had undertaksn 
the task of regenerating the church. Through the oolonuu of tha ANnttt 
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• pMftar wiiicli he iiad catabiished, he assailed the doctrine of GaUicauiBm, 
or ind^endence of tihe French church, as propounded by Bossuet, and 
deCeoded bra boat of others ; alleging tliat it nadled to no better result than 
thewitaMiiiiiinflnt olf * myai tyranny, in the placeof the legitimate authofi^ 
of the pope. He ddlTeved with great vehemence of language, but in strains 
ni the highest eloquence, backed up by a display of learning acquired in 
years of indefatigable study, that me church was entirely independent of 
the state, and responsible to the pope alone ; and repudiating with scorn 
the doctrine which thu Gallicans had always preached^ and which had led 
to consequences so fatal to the monarchy, that kings reigned by divine 
right, he applauded popular resistance to despotic force, and declared the 
people to be the only eeat of power. One would think that an inconve- 
nient analogy between spiritual and temporal power would here suggest 
UuSi to fak aeaien, and that tiiey woxM at once exclaim^ that whatever 
eonld be urged against the audiority of the Idngs might, by parity of 
leasoning, be urged against that of the priests also. But so dazzled were 
«11 parties by the vigour of his onalanghts upon a principle detested by tiie 
bedy of the people, and by the strange spectacle of a churchman callinf; 
upon ultramontanism to rang? itself under the popular banner, ana 
li:^-ht in the cause of freedom against feudalism and kingcraft, that this was 
never thought of. The Avenir was seized by the government, and prose- 
cuted, but the editor was acquitted by the jury, and came out, as is mostly 
the caae, more populai- than ever, and more detemuned upon following up 
the course upon which he had entered. He was lon£ followed by perse- 
eulioii, but i^t ooold perseeution avail against enthusiasm that dared 
eferything, aad counige that waxed bolder under oppodtton. 

Such was the state of the moral world in France at this period. A 
HoHoe of men's opiaiOBSi however brief and imperfect it may be, is 
necessary to enable us to understand their action?. Political events are 
but a reflex of the mighty workings goini:: on within the soul. 

The legitimatists, or supporters of the Bourbon dynasty, were at this 
time growing every day more hopeful, and at the same time more b \ist- 
fnl. Their journals prognosticated the speedy restoration of the duke of 
liordeaux, the youthful grandson of Charles X., to the throne of his 
aaeeetora, as Hiary Y. Trees of liberty were insome places pulled down 
Ib the night ; in onm the white flag was hoisted on me church towers ; 
udit was stcennously maintained that Louis Philippe intended resigning 
the erown to its nghtfol owner, and had deputed the duke de S^nte- 
mart as ambassador to Eussia, to inform the Czar of his intention. The 
l-ith of Fcbrnary was the anniversary of the death of the dulrc de Bern, 
and the royalists determined upon having a solemn celebration of the 
erent in the church of St. Roch. As it was clear that it was to be a political 
demonstration, the minister of the interior erpressed to the archbishop of 
I'aris his fear that it would cause a riot, and the cure, therefore, refusoc' 
lo hold the service. Thus baffled, it was determined it should take place 
in Ike obweh a£ St. Qeanaain T Anxemis. Here no such obstacle existed. 
Tbe om^ was an old man, who had not feared to accompany lifarie 
Antoinette to the scaffold in the days of terrnr, and he was not now to 
be daunted from testifying his dcvotioni in old ago, to the cause he had 
upheld in his youth. A brilliant crowd thronged to the place at the 
ajipoiaited konr^ all the descendants of the old noblesse^ the rank and 
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fcllrifln fif Paris, who afcill adhered to the lallen fortunes of the legitimacy* 

The fervicc began and proceeded quietly. A collection was made for the 
benefit of the soldiers of the royal guard, who had remained faithful to 
Charles X., and had been wounded during the three days. In the midst 
of all, a young man emerged from the crowd, and placed on a catafa](|uc 
in the centre of the church, a lithographic portrait of the due de 
Bordeaux. A crown of inunortali was placed around it, and some 
nilitaiy men hnpg tfattr deoontions upon it 

In tae mean tune the news was spread amoagit the crowd, who had 
assembled from curiosity outside, that the legitimatuts were mMng n 
political demQnitratkm, and that thev were testifying openly their respect 
for the yery persons whom the people had fought and died to expel. A . 
mob collected from the faubourgs and every part of the city, and though 
the congregation managed to get away in safety, proceeded to make an 
assault upon the churcn. The prefect hastened to the spot with the 
munieipal guards, ordered the iron gates to be closed, and called upon the 
crowd to disperse. At tliifl moment a young man dressed in black was 
aefen atandlng apart and lodku^f aoornfoll^on the mvltitiide. He's a 
Jcanit ! Down wifh him! XGrow him into the lAverV* was instantly 
the cry ; and they forthwith seized him and hurried him to the hiridge 
in the neighbourhood. The prefeot mahed liorward to saye him, tfid a 
fight commenced that lasted for more than an hour along the quays, 
making the streets resound with the smashing of doors and frightful 
yells of baffled rage. The pretended "Jesuit," managed to escape in 
the confusion, but not so the church. It was taken by storm, and in a 
few minutes utterly wrecked. Never was there a more complete demon- 
stration of the utter contempt of the priesthood and Catholicism whicli 
pervades the great mass of the French people. The altar and the pulpit 
were torn down and broken to pieces; the rich hangings and paintii^ 
wan trampled nndetlbot. The sacred yestments were draggied forai 
from the vestry, and worn by miscresnts who danced the eamutfMotc 
around the churoh* amidst the laughter and yells of their associate^r. 
They heaped curses on the priests, blasphemed, and howled out ob- 
scene jests upon the relations existing between the clergy and their fair 
penitents who came there to be shriven, as they pulled down the confes- 
sionals. Having smashed the windows and destroyed everything 
valuable, they took their departure, and immediately aiterwards served 
the paisonage in the same manner. 

During aU this time, by some unaccountable supineness or neglect on 
the part of the authorities, no toce arrited snIBeient to quell the disbob- 
anoe, and night closed upon this hideous scene of lawless violence. It 
was rumoured that in the momxDg an sttack would be made upon the 
Palais Royal, and vigorous preparations were made to repel it. Large 
bodies of troops and national guards were concentrated in the neighbour- 
hood during the night, and when the crowd began to assemble again, a 
little after daybreak, they found all the approaches strongly g^jarded. 
Any attempt in this quarter was therefore useless ; but mischief was 
afoot, and would take some course. The cir was raised—" To the arch- 
bishop's palace I" and away they went in the twinkling of an eye. The 
drums of the national guard beat to arms, and a detachment of tbe 12th 
legist under, the command of the well-known scholar and j^iiloecipber, 
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M. AragO) hastened to tbe resotie. On reaching tlie Mdge, om fBe tttad 
from the Pantheon to the Cit^, coant de donard, the adjutant of tho 
battalion, in brandishing his sabre, accidentally^ struck a man in tho 
crowd and mortally wounded him. He was instantly raised and pliioe^ 
npon men*s sbouldera, and, in the well-known revolutionary ^bioa^ 
rarnod through the streets amidst loud cries of Vengeance on the 
assassin !" Count de Clonard made his escape in the conluaion, but M. 
Arago, having accompanied the wounded man to the hospital of the 
Tlottl Dicu, was seized upon a«i the murderer when he came out of the 
building, and hurried towards the river, lie owed his life to hia great 
pcrsonu strength and presence of mind. 

There waa now nothing to prevent tho atftaek upon the Archbiahop^s 
palacOi and oonaeqnently it waa in ftYew minutes completely wrcc&edy— 
the ftnmitnre, mirrors, and windows br(4cen» the booka torn np and 
thrown out into the street, and rare paintings and manuscripts hurat, in a 
spirit of tbo most ruthlf*?s varK^alisra, and all amidst a lotid chorus of 
yc]!?, execratiune', aud horse laughter. The mob appeared to direct 
their rage in particular against crosses and flours-de-lisi, as the oinblems, 
in their eyes, of priestcraft and irresponsible power. Wherever these 
were seen, they were instantly torn down or effaced. Quiet was not 
restored before eyening ; but in a few hours after the rioting had ceased^ 
PfloiB resumed its usuu aapect, aa if nothing had occurred ; so great la , 
the elasticity of tho FrmA oharactar. Tho animosity displayed ^ thO ' 
crowd againatthe fleurs-de-lis, however, the emblems of the old Bourbon' 
line, was not without its effect upon Louis Philippe ; and although it 
was notorious that he and his sons were jealously attached to family 
tradition?, he now ordered all armorial bearings to be effaced from his ' 
carriages and the railings of the palare. The day after the disturbftDCeo 
he appeared in public, and was everywhere well received. 

All these events furnished a fertile theme for invective and rocri- , 
mination to the orators of the various parties in the ehaaiher, and the 
angry feelings thus excited did not auMde tiQ another subject, of still 
greater and more pressing importance, demanded their attention. 

The deputies who now filled the chamber had been cdected before the 
rerolution, and had retained their position after it was over. It was 
through their instrumentality that the king had been placed on tho 
throne, and it was by them that the new order of things had been 
arranged. The popular voice now clamoured loudly for a dissolution, 
that the nation might have an opportunity of expressing its sentiments 
on the recent events, nnd of distiuctly marking its censure or approval 
of the course pursued by the government. It was said, and not without 
some ehow of truthj that the present representatives derived all their 
rtghfi and authority from the old system, and that onoe it was gone, 
t&ir position was anomalous, if not Ulegitimate. To these arguments 
no one attempted to replj* When Charles X. fled, the chambers had 
properly ceased to profesa any authoriQr. They laid hold of the reins of ^ 
tbe government as a provisional or constituent sssembly, in order to^ " 
prevent anarchy ; and give form and consistency to thecontu?o<l * dement* * 
of strength thrown up by the revolution. This done, their task wai 
ended, and it »vj s their duty to resign their functions into the liand.s of the ' 
people. But o^-icre a dissolutio it was imperatively necessary that Ud '* 



Digitized by Cov.^v^i^ 



30 



HISTOST OF »4]|CK. 



mode in which their successors were to be elected, should be dcfinitlvdy 
fiettled. ThU \\ as nut so easy aji it seemed. Under the llestoratiua 
no otie hsd a vote ia the ^ectioa of the deputies, who did not pay 
francB of direct taxes, and no one wis eligible Icnr election who did not 
pay 1000 fimes. After the rerdntion it was generally espeoted that 
Tsry conalderahle modifieations would be made in this Bystem. The 
republicans supported the abolition of money qualifications of every sort, 
the establishment of universal suffrage, and maintained that if this were 
not (I )!]'^, Charles X. had been driven out ia vain. Tae legitimatiata 
advocated election by two degrees, perceiving that the rural population 
would thus place their votes in the Laiida of the landed proprit-turs and 
the clergy, who were almost all adherents of the l>uLirbons. Ti:e 
doctrinaires, and the liberal party in the chamber generally, were wUling 
that some altrntions ahould be made in the present system, but not io 
the extent proposed b^ the othees. After n great deal of diseossion, the 
minUitry at last submitted to the ohamber a jpr^'a^ de lot, of which ttie 
lowing were the leading features. The property qualification for electiott 
was to be lowered from 1,000 fr. to 800 fir. } and the number of voters 
fionhled, by granting to each department an invariable number of electors, 
composed of those payino; the largest amount ol taxes. This was, however, 
rejected by a majority of the chamber, and upon the report of a cummittee 
appointed to consider the question, it was decided that the old law should 
remain in full force, the only alteration made being the reduction of the 
property qualification from the payment of 1,000 £r. direct taxe^, lu that 
of 760m; and of the amount neeossary to coo&r the dcf^toisl franchise 
ftom 800 fr, to 240 fr. litterateurs, doctom, notaries, adfocataa^ and other 
prolMonal men, were allowed to* vote upon payment of 100 fr. of direct 
taxation only. This enactment excited violent clamoun out of doom. 
The republicans loudly inveighed against the injustice of excluding the 
combatants of the barricades from all share in the benefits derived from 
the changes which ihcy had brought about, and the legitimatista sneered 
at the despicable resuita of the insurrection. The press, in the caustic 
and epigrammatic style, characteristic of French scolding and invective, 
made violent attacks upon the dLianiber. Tiie foilowing iuimuia a^j^cared 
in many of the journals 

Before tiie rsfvoltttion 800fr« 
After ti&e TOfolation • « « 240fr, 

Difference in farour of the revdotion . . COfr." 
The majority at last gave way, and still further reduced the qualidfietkms 

to 500 fi'. and 200 fr. respectively. 

Everything was now ready for a dissolution, and no one was more 
an^rious for it than M. Lafitte, the president of the council, as he felt 
isolated in the chamber since the resignation of M. Dupont de TJEure, 
and was but badly supported by his colbMguea. liut before it occurred 
he resided office, professedly in consequence of a deception pracu&ed 
upon him regarding the affiura of Itafy. An ItaHan patEio^ nanrd 
Menotti, had organised a conspiracy with the knowledge oi the diike of 
Modena, the object of which was, to overthrow the existing gevecnnMBtS 
of all the pett>^ state?, and erect the whole of Italy into one united 
monarchy, of which the latter was to be csowasd a constttetional idflig. 
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But t>in fluke was a crafty and dissimulating tyrant, and althougli en- 
couraging the conspirators, lie intended to regulate his after conduct as 
expediency should direct. If, as Mcnotti had good reajjon to expect from, 
the ofc-repoated and puhlic declarations hoth of Lafitto and of the 
minister of war, France would nut aliuw Auairiu to iiilurfere, he did not 
despair of overtJirowing, by a well-concerted and united effort, not only 
fhe petty princes but tEe pope hintselfy and reatoriug Italy to tlie pkce 
wllich God Intended she uiould oooupy fttnongat the nations of tho eartk. 
Bat the duke soon found out that it .was not the intention of France to 
throw any obstacle in the way of iaterrention on the part of Austria ; 
and he therefore hunted down the conspirators with the fury of a tiger, 
delivering Menotti over to the executioner, and shooting many of the 
others. Priiifo Mettemich, about the same time announced that Austria 
waa determiriud to interfere ^yhether France wished it or not, and was 
even prepared to to war in support of her claims. Tiiis was commu- 
nicated by the French ambassador at Vienna, in a despatch wkich \s us 
never shown to LaftttOy notwithatandiTig his high position in the cabinet, 
and Hhe first intelHgenoe he leooLyed of it was from a paragraph in the 
imblic journals. This stimg him to Uie quick, and at the same time 
iiimiahed him with a good excuse for retiring irom office. 

But many knew that this was but a pretence. The real cause was, that 
not only had the majority in the chamber abandoned him, but his private 
affairs, which were every day becoming more embarrassed, required all his 
attention. It was in vain that the king purchased from him the forest of 
Breteuil, for 10,000,000 francs, and went security for a loan of six millions 
which lie obtained from the bank ; when he threw up office he was ruined. 
The revolution of Jxij had giren a heavy btow to his credit ; and when 
bo waa oUiged to give up the mlnagement of this bonk, that he might 
^yote his attention to politiosy his Tosses became very heavy. He had 
been mado the depositaty of considerable sums of money, and found 
himself assailed on every side with demands for reimbursement. He 
had placed his purse at the service of the unfortunate men who suffered 
during the three days, and yet, when the commercial crisis arrived, tho bank 
of France showed itself an importunate and pitiless creditor. In this de- 
plorable position Lafitte did not for a moment hesitate to give up all his 
property to tlie payment of his debts. He payed off iifty millions by llic 
sale of his chattels, and advertised his house to be sold hf auction to 
satisfy the dums of the Bank. It was only then that the public began 
to te^ify their sympathy with their misfortmies. A subscription was 
xaised, and his house saved from the hammer of the auctioneer, 

CaaimirPerier, another commercial man, now presented himself as a can- 
didate for the vaca* portfolio, and was eagerly grasped at by the Idng. 
Very different Tl wu La litte,— stern, fierce, energetic, and overbearing, he 
was the man for the criials. He saw that anarchy was beginning to pervade 
the state, and that he must vanquish it, or be vanquished by it. He 
desvoted a whole mouth to the formation of the new cabinet, as he was 
detennioed to see everything, to know everything, and to make fixed 
terms with eveiy one, with ue king as well as with hb colleagues ; so 
tiMt in the confiiet of parties he might possess that unity which his pre • 
4ooessors always wanted. And when at length he was ready for the 
jombaV '-flnny resoLvedy by no means certain of success, but prepared 
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to leftTo noihiog undone to aclileTe it, knowing well that not hie life 
only kut hie neme end hononr were at etake,— -he entered without leery 
hut without felie oonfidenoe, into that short stormj, but glorioua carrer, 
at the tennination of which victory and death awaited him together. 

The iituation of the country was in truth frightful. The treasury 
was exhausted ; resistance to the collection of the taxes, the mtnetioa 
in the circulation of capital, numertus bankruptcies, frightful misery of 
the working classes, were increasing from day to day with frightful 
rapidity ; and upon this great field of uneasiness, discord, and trouble, 
the Carlists, repablicans, and Bonapartists were lighting up the fires cf 
pagiion and party animoeity. Assailed upon eyery side at once, in- 
oeaeantly exjKwed to the fieroe attaeka of a pren wMhout moderation or 
oonebttficy, in daily apprehoMioiL of ^meates in the aboeti and fen* 
hooigi^ surrounded by Europe in arms, hourly more hostile and 
supported by functionaries whose opinions bad coincided at the time of 
the reyolution, but who had since split into an infinite number of aeo^ 
tione, forming a chaos of administrative anarchy; unable to depend upoa 
the army, whose fidelity was doubtful, and whose discipline had been 
been broken in upon by the insurrection of July, abandoned or betrayed by 
Those who had done most to found it, the monarchy of the barricades, but 
juat sprung into existence seemed already on the point of expiring ; for 
againataU the pmipna or prejudices, good or had, sincere or fictitious, 
tooiei to deitrov it^ it ooidd oypoie no pfincqple or party the Interests of 
which aeemed identical with ita own« It ooald cmU to iti aid mmm 
alone, — cold, calmt naked, unarmed reason, — a poor ally in goveni* 
ing and directing a roTolution* And yet on thia Monroe only did 
Casimir Perier rely, for its extrication from the dangers whidi 
surrounded its cradle. Thanks to the marvellous power of discrimi- 
nation, ** cet iiistinct merveillcuXy' of which M. Eoyer Collard spoke in 
the magnificent oration delivered over his tomb, Casimir Perier perceived, 
it would seem rather by intuition than by the study of facts or idca^, that 
there existed in the heart of French society, though torn and distracted 
by fifty yean of wax and ooaiTulaioni a large fiind of reason and mode- 
ration, whiea might be made the iolid and hating support of any power 
which knev how to arooae and animate it, make it acquainted widi its 
own atrengthy and ^ppose it to the shock of parties. He peraeived wHh 
an eagle glance whi3i penetrated the mist of revolutionary excitement* 
which concealed the real sentiments of the country, a deep and ardent 
dcfiire for peace and order. He resolved to give vent to this sentiment, 
and let it work out its own triumphs and salvation. He was resolved 
to show that the events of the three days had not changed cither the 
flocial or geographical position of France, or her ideas, or wants or wishes ; 
tl^at what ehe had denitd during the three days, and the month which 
immediately succeeded them — oonatitujjonal monarchy, liberty. cooUolled 
by laW| honourable, independent and pacific relatione with* the feat of 
Europe, — all these she desired still ; and that ahe was equally prepared 
to defend herself from domestio enemiee, or fiom the aaaaidta of Ib- 
reigners. 

The peculiar circumstances under which he formed his cabinet (13ih 
of March, 1831) augmented the difiiculty of his task. The dissolution of 
the chamber, and its re-election under the new electoral law, had bean 
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formally announced at the close of the session, and the unccrtamtf as to 
wliat the result of the elections would be, rendered the future of tli« 
ministry equally uncertain. But the state of aifiiira did not admit of 
faltering or hesitation. It was necessary to moot all difficulties with a 
bold front, to oppose to a press energetically subversive a pre^s which 
could support liberty, without adrocating the leyelliug of existing inati- 
UlttmM ; to eitahluh order in the flnanceB, uaHj la m admiaistrationy 
diBciplioa in the annr, and peace in the etteets ; and all this without 
the aolutien of the prohlenu proposed by the new charteri without 
departing ftom the regular aetionof the laws, and by upholding against 
the chambers, as against the crown, the true principles of constitutional 
government. He had, at the same time, to watch carefully over forei»TT 
politics, to assuTL" Europe that the revolution was not aggressive, but 
merely an act of self-vindictition. These were the principles he put for- 
ward, nnd the duties he proposed to himself, in his tirst official speeoh to 
to tlie chamher. 

Some days afterwards, he aiked ill saBetkm ler a law against riotous 
aaBembliee, laid obtained a loanof a hundred mUlieaa of ftaaes to supply the 

wanta of the goTemmettt in the interral before tlie assembling of the 
now dutmber. The general elections took place in July, 1831, and 
FSranoe was then, for the first time since tho revolutioii, called upon to 

pronounce definitively between the party of remtanee, and the party of 
movefnmt. The opposition made every eftort to fling dissent amon^ the 
adherents of the goyemment, by dwelling upon the much agitated 
q»iesti()ii of the hereditary descent of the peerage ; but Casimir rerier let 
thing:* take theii' course. The election of president uf the chamber took 
l^ace^ as usual, immediately on the opening of the session. The oppo- 
tittoa aupportad M. Lafttte* who oolained a majority, and Oaamir 
PMer immediately gaye in his resignation. He had no sooner 
done 8o« than the unexpected intelligenoe of the inyaaion of Belgium 
by the Duteh recalled him to his poet This event called upon the 
^remment to act with decision, and an army was immediately moyed 
towards the frontier. At the same time, the growing turbulence of 
the republicans called for some measures of repression to be directed 
apdnet the seditious clubs, which were at this time swarming in 
au parts of the capital. Sixteen persons were arrested and brought to 
trial for seditious practises, amongst whom was Godefroi Cavalgnac, the 
elder brother of toe present Geiml Cavalgnac, and though the tiiil 
oadM In tMr acquittal, it waa not withoal eileot in dipping dieir 
avioar. Other zioni which occnned on the ooeaalnn of the distribution 
of tbe crosses to the combatants of July were put down with equal 
vigour, and the turbulent and the designing soon found that they were 
dealing with a man, who not only had the will, but the indomitfible 
energy necessary to save society, and eatablith the gOYemment upon a 
firmlMiaiSy without breaking the law. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

EXPEDITION AQAINffr LISBOK^NTBBVBKTIOK IN BBLGITO— ABO*> 

LITION OF HEKEDTTAUY PEERAGE— BAN'ISIIM EXT OF THE COUB- 
BONS— TriE DUCIIESSE DE BERRT— PREFAB ATIONS FOB INSURREC- 
TION IN LA VENDEE— DISTURH ANCES IN LYONS— ARMAND CARREL 
—THE CIVIL LIST— ITALIAN AFFAIRS -RAY AGiiS OF XBE CHOLRBA 
IK PARIS-DEATH OF CASIMIB FERIER. 

A FBROCioub tyrant, known aa Don Miguel, at tliis time usuipeU Llie 
throne of Fortiigal. Imbecile, capricious, cruel, and incapable, the body 
of the natkiL deteaCed Itim, aod bu Mai aupportam wm fh« jcablte dT 
Lbbon, wkom he ftd. His btotlMv^ Ben, Eeibo, dime ftam Bnsil wiUi 
Ilia dimgl tcr, Jkftmtk Maria, to mwrt her claima to the ttorane. The 
luuxper^ finding hime^ time tiupeateaed, applied to France and Engjead 
to recognise him as the rightful king; out both those goyetmmenta 
steadfastly refused to do so. Thus baffled, his rage knew no bounds, and 
he took every opportimity of wrealcing it upon defenceless JEnglish or 
Frenchmen, who happened to be residing in his dominiona. But, in an 
evil horn*, he was led into the perpetration of an act of wanton brutality, 
■which brought upon him condign punishment, A French htudont, naiiitd 
Bonhomme, waB tried by a military commission, for an ima^iinary oftmmf 
and, -wtthout being hewrd in his defenee, was Msittiieed to be pubMelf 
flowed throogh tM atr^ietB; and a Franoh oiexchaiili named Sanraet, 
was condemned to be transpoited to Afdca, hecnue a rocket let^eff 
in his garden, during a time of riot, by some persons unknovtii to hlaL 
It was in vain that the French consul remonstrated ; both sentences 
were executed with unrelenting: rigour. Admiral Roussin was immedi- 
ately sent with a squadron, consisting of six sail of the line and two 
frigates, to demand satisfaction, and, if refused, to enforce it. I'pon 
arriving at the mouth of the Tagiis, he wrote to the Portuc*uese minister, 
Lut received an iusolent answer, aud inunediately made preparaiions Iw* 
forcing his way up the river. This was not an easy exploit. The banks 
were lined with forts strongly ^nisosed, and the Portuguese fleet ima 
ready to dispute the passage, ^nt eTerything gave way heibte the valoor 
of the Frendi* Their ships sailed up the stream with a faroiuahki viadt 
at ten on the morning of the 11th of July, 1831, and poured such well- 
directed broadsides upon the forts, that they were dismantled, and ceased 
filing in a few minutes. At five o'clock in the afternoon the whole 
squadron anchored within three hundred fathoms of the quay at Liabon. 
The inhabitants had retreated in terror to their houses, and the most 
profouud silence reigned in all the streets. Atixious to avoid any fiiriher 
uoodahed, admiral Aouasin again olftrcd Dun ^Iiguel the same cundiiions 
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nbvfoe: mdeiimx^ for the TiettnB wlio htA fUksi ^ nwnTm^^ of 

the sentence upon the French citizens who had hccoat nnrastly puniflhcdt 
the fismiBHtl of the minister of police, the payment of e^t hundred 
thoPfland francs to the French govemment to cover 1^ expenses of the 
Trar, arid fhn posting of all thc^o farts upon the ^'alls of the streets in 
which M. Bonhomme had been ignoniiniously exposed, and the confisca- 
tion of the Portnguese vessels whicli had struck their flag under the fire of 
the eqiiadron. He threatened that if these demands were not immediately 
<M>mplicd with, he would bombard the city. After some equivocation on 
the part of the Portuguese the negotiations were finally conohided, on 
IxHod Hie ftdmxrare vrnd, on the Im; hat the reftMal of the tyrant to 
nikaee his navy, hy settmg st Ubei^ all the peltlieai prisenen^ 
strikingly exempMes tiie semih and shorlri^ted Tindictivcim of 
Ids character. 

We have already said that the majority ohtained hy Lafitte in the 
diam'ber, in the election of a president had led to Casimir Pcriex's 
resignation, and the dissolution of his cabinet. On the 4th of Anc^ist, 
the day following, however, the news was received that the king of 
Holland had Invaded Belgrum along the ^\ h do line of the frontier, and 
Leopold, the newly-eiected kinf, wrote to Louis Philippe asking for 
enjDcours. The mimstenr immaoMy mmed tiMir posts, and it was 
nMvod to send him fifty ftkmmoA mea^ vndtar the oemmttid of iwnfdud 
Oonrd* But no sooner bad they crossed tho frontivy tfcan tbe Belgian 
chanxben took offence at the simpo^tion that they were unahlo to de&nd 
their own territory, and decided that the aid of the Frenoh should not ha 
received, exeept in virtue of p.n express law. The troopfj, therefore, were 
ordered to suspend their march, and the king of Ilc^Uand soon afier 
suddenly withdrew his forces ; so that the affairs in dispute were left, for 
the present, to be arranged by the conference sittinja: in London; 
although the time was not far distant when the king of Holland again 
attempted to assert his own claims hy force of arms, and wh<ai France 
HIM oblicsed to enibacoe the decrees of the diploBiatiBta at tiM asoaica^B 

In tlie mean time a measure was in contemplation which gave 
mOffa^chy in France a hcarier blow than when the ill-fated Louis XVL 
drove the ficrs (ftat to hold their deliberations in the tennis court. There 
ire few who are not well aware that a monarchy without an aristocracy 
:> like an inverted pyramid, liable to he overthrown by the first breath 
ot popular commotion. Nobles hedge round the throne with a pomp and 
pride and circumstance which dazzles the vulf^ar, and prevents them 
seeing clearly with how little wisdom natiuna are governed, aud huw 
empty are the headsi and coamonplace tlM ideas, of many of thc»e who 
mi In high places. The Idn^ Is the head of the aiistoaracy, and ill 
members make common canse with him in moments of danger or diffi* 
culty. But the very foundation of all powerful aristocracies is tho trans* 
mission of their titles and privileges by here^taiy descent. If this do 
not exist, the r.^prif rof-pst is ]o9t. Eaeh member is but a life oenipier 
of an unrcrtain position. IJis sy mpatliies are no longer with the iLrone 
or the peerage, but with tho dt mof racy, from the ranks of which he 
himself has boen raised, and to which his children must return. The 
monarch is thus isolated^ and the stormy pasaiun^ oi the populace lago 
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around him, without one to shield him irouL their ynokoc/^ or iataipoie 
lo mitigate the shock of hostile principles. 

It was, therefore, in an evil hour for the monarchy that the ministry 
resolved^ in obedience to the almost imanimous wish of the mass of the 
people, to aboliah the transmission of the peerage by hereditary descent, 
looking at the (question in the abstract, probaUy not one reaion can be 
urged, whidh would hm Wf webht ultiL aa unprejudiced judgment, 
to ohow the oompotniqr or miM or ft mn 

kad mado kwt bofiiro him. Ibe onl^ plot m its fimnir is political 

azpediency. 

The French people, howeyer, looked upon the hereditary peerage as a 
remna4Qt of feudalism, and determined to have it abolished. But the 
peerage in France was now little more than a name. As a political 
power it was nothing. Its members were for the most part parvenus 
without character or talent, who had earned their elevation by their base 
aubseiriency to the various governments which had from time to time 
ariaen on the ruini of the old regime, police a£;ents, functionaiies, 
aaldiara of ftrtnno. and a aauJI rmmant of Hia uoblaiaB, The chamber 
of dilpQtiaa aooordinglT TOtad ita aboKtion bj a aiajonty of 366 to 40. 
Bntitwaaaoon seen that it ooidd aot poaiibhr put this reaolntioii &to 
iKoa uittiottt infringing upon tba ebtttar. Kone of the three eatatea 
was competent to despou either of the others of its rights or privilegea. 
When the chamber of deputies had, during the previous year, constructed 
a charter and founded a dynasty, it had at least the imperious warrant 
of necessity, but now no such excuse existed for committing what was in 
reality a direct breach of the constitution. It was therefore decided that 
none but peers had the power to shear the peerage of any of its inmiuni- 
tiea, and aa it waa aol Uka^ Ibat tboaa wbo oompom it at prcacn: 
vowd aaaiat in tha botajd and dagtadatum of iamt order, it was 
datataiiiiad to oiaata aa mm now onaa aa would make a majority. 
Tbixtf^tUL new peers were tnerefore creatad b¥ a royal ordonnancei 
iaiued on the 19txi of November. The atorm of opposition which theu 
arose was tremendous. The opposition in the chamber of deputies drew 
up a violent protest, which Dupont de TEure laid upon the table ; and 
the journals condemned, in the strongest terms, the means employed to 
secure a majority in favour of a measure which was in itself desirable. 
To soothe the wounded pride of the peers, Caainiir Perier said in theii 
chamber, on the 22i^ of Noyember| This is not a simnle question of 
A majority, for tbeia ia alir«7a in tbia diaanbar a majority ready to 
aaaetMNi a patriotio reaolntion. It ia latbar * respeotftil preoautiou 
against your own generosity, wbich would have stamped i^ou tiia raao* 
lution of tha chamber the charactar of aa aot ol doTOtadaaaii xalber tiuoi 
Ibat of a purelj^ legislative act" 

The law which abolished the hereditary succession to the peerage, and 
left the nomination in the hands of the king from amongst a circle of 
notables, waa therefore passed by a majority of thirty-four. Thirteen 
peers immediately gave in their resignation. At the same time the elder 
Stanch of the Bourbon family was dedlmd to be banished perpetually, 
but witbootatladiing any p^ialhr to their return, aa it waa iutendad to 
baiatbararalifteatiaa of Louia Fbilippe's dynaaty tbni a penal aoact* 
m^ JbBotbing ia the Taoity and abortaifl^tattieaB of bnmam natme 
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more foJly diflplayed than ia theae decrees of proscription. In France, 
the outlaws and exiles of to-day are the priucos and emperors of vo- 
moopowx and the men who yq/to m their haniahment, swear allegiance to 
tliem. with' equal fiunlity. 

Th» legitimatists now awoke once more, to make a last stnigg;iefor 
xeoo very of the rights of the Bourbon line. They were a party strong in 
irealth, and in the influence possessed by the clergy and the nobility, 
who almost all adhered to them, over the country people. They relied 
greatly upon the celebrity and high character of Chateaubriand, and 
upon the eloquence, learning, and indefatigable energy of M. Berry er, 
but more than all upon the fiery devotion of the south and the uncon- 
querable valour of La Vendee. But forty years, with their terrible 
changes, battleft aieges, fortunes, conquests, and disappointments had 
imut railed oyer Fianoe without extinguishing for ever the fire of the 
duTaliy that ftUowed Cathelineaa the pedlar, with wild hurrahs to the 
cannon, s mouth, and died in silence side by side with the gallant and 
i]l»£ated Henri Larochejaquelin. La Vendee, in 1832, was no. 
loBRer the La Vendee of 1794. The spirits of the peasantry had been' 
broKen in that frightful struggle. Napoleon had, by his clemency, 
diaarmed their hatred of the revolution, and when tbey were draughted 
into his armies they could not refuse to follow and adore him as the 
greatest hero and mightiest chief of a warlike and chivalrous nation. 
The gentry who had followed the peasants to the held, and headed their 
tujniutaotifl onalaiighti upon the armies of the republic, were scattcored ami 
^iiiioartvnedy and the increased fiusility of conummication with the outer, 
wcatidf the inroads made by new ideas and new manners, had greatly* 
WMkened the ties of feudal attachment which had in old times oonnectcd 
tiiem and their tenantry. The frequent changes in the government, and 
the long exile of the Bourbons, had left the young generation without any 
other reverence or affection for their race than might be derived from a 
tew royalist reminiscences of their fathers. But, nevertheless, to these 
did the legitimatibts trust for the restoration of the due do Bordeaux to the 
throne of his ancestors. Marie Caroline, the duchessc de Berri, his 
mother, preyailcd upon the pld kin^ at Holyrood, to allow her to maJce a 
last edSbartto ieonrethe lights of Wboil She proposed to hmd in the 
mm^hf with a few adherents, and call upon the people to ralljr round her. 
diarlea gave a reluctant consent. Fou of terrible recollections of the 
reTolutionists, he feared the conseqiiences of tiie failure of the enterprise. 
But at last he gave her his blessing, and sent her forth, having assigned ' 
her the due de Blacas as her counsellor. She went first to Genoa, wnere 
she was received with favour by Charles Albert of Sardinia, and formed 
all her plans. She found that the population of the towns in the south 
of France was discontented, and eager for a change of any sort ; and in 
the coxintry the people followed the Deck of the nobility and clergy. M. 
Charette> was deputed by MatUtmif as the duchess was cidled in the 
wSbmoDtd nomendatore of tlie old r^^ime, to take the direction of her 
■ihliii in La Vend^ ; and he fbund. upon conaulting ^e leading Ibglti* ^ 
matisita in that quarter, that it would not be safe to attempt a iMng in lia ' 
Vand^e until after the south had declared itself, unless some unforei^^' 
eTcnt should in the mean time occur. The only two contingencies^ of " 
(hia sort in view, were an inTMion of jPranoe or the proclamation of ik^^ 
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repnljlio. A!l m'^Tomont in t'hc '^rcpt ^as tTicrefore postponed; but the 
duchess in the mL iiitime continued her preparations and consnltations at 
Masea, where she had ^xed her head-quarters. We shall shortly find hec 
a^ain appearing on the scene. 

The latter part of the year 1831 was disturbed by one of those 
ixightM collisions between the employers and the employed which 
provoke aiumoiities so pregnant imb. erl to botii parties. The 
soene was in Lyons, the great emporitmi of the siUt msoufkcture* 
This trade employ e l at this period from 30^000 to 40,000 jotmier- 
men wexvets. We hare all heard in this oonntiy of the fnghtal 
misery endured by the workers in many branches of industry, in conse- 
quence of the low rate of remuneration paid by the copitalists or retailers 
who supply the raw material, and then dispose of the finished article to tbe 
consumer. The " sweating system," as it is justly termed, in which 
unfortunate wretches are overworked, at miserable wng-es, in order to 
satisfy the public craving for cheapness, cannot be condemned in terms 
too strong. Competition necessarily keeps the price of all goods down to 
a certain level ; me profits of the oapitaiisiB mast tiien immg from 
the hard earnings of the worker. But in this ooontryi if m mtMst 
manufacturer gets a fair percentage on his invested ofqntal, he is 
satisfied. This grinding of the poor is certainly not the mle. The 
sense of morality has not, in England, been entirely blunted by ^le 
desire of gain. With us, too, the capitalist is in direct communT^^ation 
with the workman. He supplies him with the raw materials and the 
machinery, and pays him his wages, reserving to himself as much of the 
profit as may pay the interest on his money, and remunerate him for the 
labour of management and oYeisight. 

But in Lyons a middleman intervened, caHed a nmster weaver. Of 
these there were 8,000 or 9,000. £adi kept fimr or ftve looma^ wmA 
fhmished the materials to the journeymen, keeping back m his own 
share half the wsges paid by the manufacturer. Then there wwe Uto 
manufacturers, nimibenng about eight hundred, who, in their turn were 
grounrl flown and imposed upon by the "commi^^ion ncrent?," who 
supplied them with the raw material. Thus there were lour ditTerent 
grades of persons engaged in the weaTing of a piece of silk, two of whora 
were wholly unnecessary, each preying upon and oppressing the other ; 
but the journeyman, as the lowest of all, of course came worst off. 
Foreign competition was sensibly diminishing the profits of eveiy one of 
these. SUk manufactories had sprung up and were flofiridmB§r M 
Switsrerland, and Xho^land was graduafly heoomhig able to supply her 
own markets. The consequence was that the wages of the Weava ig in 
Lyons had gradually fallen from five or six franes a day, to twenty or 
twenty-five sous. This was a deplorable state of thingf , but the mannlae- 
turers were not to blame f )r it. It was the result of a fixed law of human 
progress. The workmm, hov/eyer, were enraged, and called upon th<e 
authorities to fix a minimum rate of wages, to save themseh es and their 
families from starving, and the consexl de prud*hommes^ a tri)i:iT:al com- 
posed of conuncrcial men, who, in France, decide in all diBpulcd reiaiin^ 
to trade ttid commerce, with an smoast of Infktufrtion and ignorance of 
economic prindples of which an Eoglldi boywotdd now be astami^ 
decided tlutt a nonimum rate of wages oti^t to he flusd. A tneett^ wm 
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held, composed of delegates from the manufacturers and workmen, to fix 
wliat this was to be. But, as might be expected, where eitasperation and 
miiiliosity prevailed on hom sid^ tiie^ oo«ld not agM, In the mean, 
timey tike distress of tiie weavers contumed to increase. Many <tf the 
mannfiietiiren were oompelled to close their worktops, and thousanis 
of men were thus thrown idle into the streets, leaving their families 
starving at home. They paraded the town in vast bodies, and at last 
became riotous. The national guard was called out to disperse them, and 
as this body was mostly composed of manufacturers they were looked 
upon by the mob as armed oppressors come to slaughter them, and not as 
preservers of the law. On the morning of Monday, November Ist, a 
great crowd was collected in the upper part of the town, the quarter 
known as Oroiz Boussey and the national guard attempted to scatter them 
at tiie pdnt of the bayonet. Some men were wounded in the souffle 
i^iSch. ensued, and tiiis was the signal for a general resistance. Thiia 
ensued one of the most horrible catastrophes recorded in the annals of 
chdl war : the inhabitants of one citv ranged in opposing ranks, arrayed 
class against class, and prepared to slaughter one another with unrelent- 
ing fury. The workmen tlew to arms from all (quarters, erected barri- 
cades, and lined the roofs of the houses and the wmdowa, pouiing bullets 
into the ranks of their opponents thick as hail. The pent-up bicker- 
ings and animosities of the past six months now found vent in tcrriblo 
slaughter. To increase the terrors of the sceziC, the prefect and the 
Qommander of tiie ganisai had quarrelled, and the militaiy and <&tt1 
tones tiberefine acted without concert or design, allowing themaelves to 
V>e stirroimded and cut off in detail. One of tne generals and the prefect 
Ml into tho hands of the mob before evening, fii every part of the town 
the combat raged all day 'svith indescribable fur}'. The troops planted 
cannon in the open places, swept the streets with grape-shot, and riddled 
the houses in the poorer quarters with balls and bombs, while the national 
guard poured an unceasing fire into the ranks of the countless host who 
assailea them. The smoke of battle hung over the city like a cloud, and 
the roar of the artillery and the yells of the combatants were heard far 
into the country. Wheani{^t fell, the soene that presented itself wae 
one of appalling desolation. Everywhere houses burnt or wredEed, and 
women wailing amidst the ruins for husbands, fathers, and brotnerSy 
iMit not daring to go forth to seek them. The fSunilies of the upper 
classes had been treated by the rioters with atrocious cruelty, and tho 
national guard exacted a terrible revenge. Both sides lighted watch-fires 
and bivouacked in the street, waiting for the dawn of day, to recommence 
the struggle. On the second day the same occurrences took place ; but 
the divisions and ditferencea amongst the authorities had so weakened and 
incapacitated their forces from making a united and effectual rcsiataucc, 
that hefore eveniog the insurgents were everywhere victorious, and at 
wUttn^it general Aognet, the military commandant, and Ihe prefect de» 
tWT"™*^ to evacuate ^ town* They had to fight thdr way out, and 
suffered great loss before they got clear of their assailantl. The oondoct 
of the workmen when they had the place to themselves, was characterised 
by that moderation and respect for property which forms the most re- 
markable feature in all emcutcs of a social or political nature in France. 
Tha furniture of a few of the houses where the fighting had been mo9t 
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kSdom wim burnt, but this was the mslf cmtnge conmiitted titer Am 
Will ovor* Sentinels wen plaeed «t the difEieMt public build- 
ingft SBd aay Attempt at theft was punished on the spot hy a fuailUde. 
Wherever any of . the numieipal functionaries showed themselTeBi thor 
suthoritj was instantly respected, and thoir mandates obeyed. 

On the 3rd of December marshal Soult and the duke of Orleans, 
J^uis Philippe's eldest son, entered Lyons at the head of a large tx^dy of 
troops with drums beating and matches lighted, dioarmed the pupulatwn, 
disbanded the national guard, and surrounded the Croix Ixuubiiti (i^uarter 
with strong batteries ; and coder was soon restored, leaving the m» 
fliided woKmea, ^ is elwfiye the eaae whea they are Ibolish enooglito 
nift monae to wUifom blopcuhed^ in a worse poaition tfask befine. 
UeiwxAitnibeHpiieaented an address to the king, assuring him tliat 
he migfajt count i^pen their determination to upboia the freedom of in- 
^nftry, nd the eeowitgf ot' {vpperty ac^unst all aeBinlts Dpodl whatew 

The beginning of 1882 was marked by violent struggles with the re- 
pubUcan party ; they were led on by Armand Carrel and Gramier Pag^s, 
the former of whom was certainly one of the most remarkable and mo6t 
highly-gifted men of the age in which he liyed. He had conimenoed 
life as a soldier, had been a neutenant imder the restoration, and fati^ 
liflliednttflKinotoiny of abanackli&, he had enteced Spain and fi>a^ 

the lanks of the patriots against the white flag. For tins he bid 
been three times tried by a court-martial, but had each time escaped. In 
1830 he became a journalist, as editor of the Ifatumal, and csonediato 
political strife all the lofty and chivalrous courage, the stem energy, 
and fierce impetuosity that had distinguished him in the field. He was 
in the prime of life, of commanding stature, with dignifi.ed and graceful 
bearing, an eagle eye, and a voice of thunder. His written style was 
distinguished by nerve, vigour, and fluency. He never turned aside inio 
fJbe lighter walks of literature, but was continually engaged in strife, 
jten to be fesred and admired, he was never in his element excej^t wbfA 
fMsing ieatlung dennnciakions on his £Det ; and bringiog into dvilfife 
the habits as well as the temperament of a military man^ £e always wrote 
"Witil Us pistols on the table, to sifnify that lie was ever ready to back his 
wwds with his sword*. He beosme as might natmaUybe eipectcdtbe 
ehosen champion of republicanism, and from bis first appeanuice 
on the political arena till his early and lamented death, he never ceased 
to wage uurelenting war on the monarchy and its partisans. And in 
truth he was a formidable foe. He asked for no quarter and gave none, 
and to the tenacious bitterness of his convictions were added the sting of 
disappointed hopes and indignation at the policy which condemned FitnO0 
io^mai he bebflfved to be, inglorious repose. HebsdsburtedinthsTOli 
Mith dseams of nilitury gloiy , and longed finr no happier eareer than t 
life on the tented field, and no calmer death than to fall in the arms of 
^ctoiy, amidst the olssh of swords and the shout of battle. Put he had 
fallen on evil days, and he continued to mourn for ever in sngiy dis«§* 
Haintmcnt the downfal of those early and cherished hopes. 

The voting of the civil list for a new re:gn brought his artillery of in- 
fective into play and led to a formidable conflict between tlic govern- 
ment and the press. The chamber voted Louis Philippe 12,000|000 franci 
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8 year, wMi iU ptlaOM, and rojal iumdoM cad inflmrfMofii%CBd 
df thSm in tdditlon to his priyato yruperty. Tlri* was 1k» signal ftra 
dkower of pamphlets and brochuziea. Th» repaUioatta as naiuil ho^M 
out denunciations of the fearful expense of monaMlif) and joined with 
flie le^timatists in asking scornfully what advantage was there in having 
a *• citizen king/* when it coBt as much to keep him as a legitimate king 
of tbe old dynasty. Many of the journals were seized upon, and the 
editors committed to prison. In doing this the law was often broken by 
th.e subordinate agents of the government, but in the main these harrh 
and decisive measures were necessary, and in urgent cases Casimir 
Perier was not I2ia man to stand at triflaa. Th^ press of Paris waaoi 
maaxy instanoea Sn tiie hands of men, wlio oonoeiTad it their dn^tt 
oppose every act of the ministry however plain ni%ht ba itahMifthBMi# 
nd justifiability, and, like Marat, who mistook slaughter §n paftriotlsBBt^ 
the^y thought turbulence, audacity and foulmouthed abuse mte their 
legitimate weapons. The strict letter of the law, however, 3id 
not allow the arrest of a journalist, unless he had committed soma 
overt act of treason, or as it is called in French jurisprudence, a 
flagrant delity and it was loudly denied that mere reflections on 
the government, however hostile or embittered, were such. Armand 
Carrel, with the lofty and dauntless courage which distinguished him, 
deierxnined to ptttllie matter to a teat \sl hirown person, by resist* 
lug to the death if any attempt ware made to amst mm.* A usmpeft 
'Himfc ao monstrouSf*' aaid he, in an article published in the National^ ahd 
l i gn ed with his name, shall not stand. We should be criminal WM 
we to suffer it, and this ministry must be made to know that a single man 
d Btont heart, having the law on his side, may stake his life on equal 
chances, not only against those of seven or eight ministers, but against 
all interests, great or small, that may imprudently attach themselves to 
the destiny of such a ministry. It is a little thing, the life of one man, 
slain furtively at the comer of a street in the confusion of a riot ; but 
'fhe life of a man of honour, who should be slain in his own house by 
the myrxnidona of if. Perier, whUal resiatuig in the nameof the law««** 
fUs would not be a litfle thing. Hia blaod woidd dry to-fian|[faanaab 
I«et the mniistry venture ^is stake, and perhaps it will not win 'tfm 
Mme. The writ of committal, under the pretext of fl^xgrdnt oattn^ 
De l^ally decreed against the writers of tiie periodical press ; and every 
•writer possessed of a sense of his dignity as a citizen will oppose law to 
Jawlessness, and force to force. It ia a duty, come what may." 

The National and some other papers which supported this declaration 
Sjrere prosecuted, but, happily, the government were too wise to put 
Carrers resolution to the test. It was fated that he should perish in a 
jnore ignoble qnarreL These disputes and oonflicts led the way to % 
jrojraliiBt eon»iracjr in Paris, having for its ohfeet to antor the TolMiii 
dhning a ball, seize the ni^al family, and nroolahtt Beoffy By till 
wlg^huice of the police, however, it was emhad in tiie bud. 

The situation of Italy at this period was most deplorable. The lant 
arttempt at insurrection, under Menotti, had failed, leaving the unhappy 
people in a worse state than ever, and of all the down -trodden slaves <» 
the peninsula, those of the papal states were the most wretched and 
deg;rad^ Gregory XYI.| Pio Nono's predecessor, at that time wore the 
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tdple crovBt AttA irm it not hke a pnM of God» but like a BelMi and 
wdioUve iytaxiU 1m •vU daya the pwaoy liad won the heaxts of the 

• people by its advocacy of the cause of the poor and oppressed, and the 
noble stand it had made for freedom and equality against thrones, prin- 

• cipalitiee, and powers. Elevating itself by means of the moral influence 
it thuB acquired over the nations of the ewlh, it had at last reached such 
la pinnacle of power, that it furgot its origin, pushed away the ladder by 
which it rose, leagued itself with tyranny and kingcraft, and dwelt in 
tlie habitatioQi of cruelty. Whan toe pope beoama a temporal pTinco ha 
watTilvad as o&er lampora] princaa> w tha fivcea he could bring into 
flua fialdf and tha wealth or aatent ef hia territory ; and when he became 
• tpamt like the others, he was a moraieckless and Inaane one than they, 
haaMHa he justihed hia ontiages by professing to commit them in the 
name, and with the sanction of the Prince of Peace. In the hards of 
himself and his cardinals the papal states had sunk lower and lower, till 
in 1831 they were a by- word and a shaking of the head amongst the 
nations. A theocracy upheld by force, literature and science proscribed, 
the press gagged, the prisons crammed with political offenders who were 
•never brought to trh^ and never knew their crime, sjpies eve^whate, 
hdgantds and aHiaMMiB lanpuKt on the highways and bidding denanoe to 
the laiWt dirty mcoki anvarming all ever the land and battening in idle- 
.aeta upon the hard eaminga of the peasantry ; cardinals and priests, who 
had spent their liyes in convents, and knew more of their breviary than 
of legjalation, filling all the public offices ; shameless and open bribery in 
the courts of justice, and in every other department of the state ; lawless- 
ness, corruption and immorality everywhere, — such was the state of the 
people over whom the vicars of Jesus Christ and the princes of his 
church had been ruling for ten centuries. But the noble aspirations, the 
eager longing after a higher and better state, which had animated the 
iBfiienI r^uhlic had not wholly expired amidst tiie diiTeUings of super* 
liMsMi end eraslung tyranny of nsKrow-minded and ignorant ohun^ 
aMn» The Eomans mk their dsgcadation keenly, and groaned in bitUi^ 
ness of spirit that the peoples whom they had conquered, christian- 
ised and civiliaed, should point in scorn to their dishonour. The great 
powers of Europe felt what was due from them to the mother of learn- 
ing and the arts, and the capital of Christendom. England, France, 
Austria, Prussia, and Russia, determined to interfere, and endeavour to 
induce the pope to adopt and carry into execution the measures of reform 
which they proposed. These were, the popular election of the communal 
end proi?ineud assemblies ; the appointment of a oommiasion to OTetfeflnl 

tJl iMiinAM ftf tiy f^ijmVfi^a^'flin ; thft mlinlgRimi of laymftn to aUoffioeS 

in the aUtO; ; the eeteWlwhiBent of a coundl of state composed of the chief 

citizens^ 

togory i^^ied ^ daei^eing exactly the opposite of each of these 
recommendations. He went further; he increased the taxation, and 
pretended to reform the criminal administration of the country, by 
ordering that ecclesiastics convicted of any offence should be liable to ft 
less severe penalty than would be inflicted upon laymen in like case ; and 
Ifce inquisition was retained iu full vigour. The rage and astonishment 
liiMie people on hearing this nawa knew no bounds, and in many places 
they rose in arms. The banditSi who had been xobbea, were now nixed 
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IfBF^^^^^^^W&^^P^ down; and tiic despotio powers of the 
«ontinant, wlio approved of reforms when gisated of Uie soyeroiga's free 
will and pleasure, but were horrified at hearing of their "being demanded 
as a right, declared their intention to support the pope, although he had 
not followed their advice. England alone, to her honour be it spoken, 
stood al'juf, and denounced his proceedings, in terms worthy of her ancient 
fame the chosen guardian of the oppressed. The brigands, who were sent 
iato Bologna to the number of Eve thousand, to quell the insurrection, com- 
aitted the mmit frightful atrooitiea» md Toueed Hbe ua&ciiiaate people to 
mch a pitoh of fury that tha aid of Austria htd to ha ixf^ML It iras 
seadily gieaated, and six thousand niim were mt to anst in iiihdoing the 
rebels. France took the alarm at Austrian intervention, and Casimir 
Perier determined that he would interfere too. A ship of the U&e, two 
fngtites, and eleven hundred men were accordingly sent to Ancona, with 
instructions to occupy the town ; while an t nToy was sent on before to 
appribo the pope of their coming, and make him acquainted with the 
views and intentions of the French government. But uafortunately the 
envoy waa delayed on the way, and when he reached Kome he found the 
papal court filled with wrath and consternation, for the news had just 
acriTad that the French trcM^s had already entmd Aueoaai and taken 
poMcarimi of it, hating driven ont ike papal troope. There was great 
dittcoUy in aoothing the pope and cardinals, and obtaining hia i«liiaUuit 
consent to allow the French to remain, bat their preseaoe waa nut with* 
aiit effect in restraining the violence of the ecclesiastics. 

In March, 1832, the cholera morbus commenced its ravages in Pains. 
It had been brought by the Uussians from the plains of the east, and 
communicated to the Poles in the frightful battles of the iusui-rection 
in which the combatants mingled and fought hand to hand with inde- 
ficribable fury. By the latter it was spread over Europe, when they 
£ed from the vengeanee of their oppressoxa* It seferod its fietiiBS in 
Paris by hundreds, conuneneing, as usual, amongst the poor, who dwelt 
ia iSm naxrow and filthy streets of tiie faubourgs, but gradoaliy eatnaded 
itself to tlio quarters of the rich, until there waa hardly a house mthe 
aity in whieh the voice of wailing was not heaid. The hespMi weie 
crowded, and the wearied surgeons, in many instances, escaped the 
^idemic only to fall victims to fatigue and exhaustion. On all sides 
were terror, confusion, and dismay. More than 12,700 per.^ died 
in the monih of April alone, and during the one hundred and c ii^hiy- 
nine days that the epidemic lasted, it was calculated that it cut off 
no less than 18,402 vie tuns. Many fled away to the country, hoping 
to baffle the destojer bjr a change of place; hot it BMst, at taa same 
time he oonfefsed, that in this awfiil eiiris, ftiat loily snd chiyaleous 
aouiage for which the FiDench are distingiiitfied,. and whkh atones for 
so many of their faults and foUieik ahone eonspicuous as ew« They 
fiMsd this unseen foe with as much courage and coolaess, as they bod 
ever displayed in a thousand brilliant battles. AVomen of all classes 
watched by the cnnchcs of tiie friendless patients in lii'.: hoppitnls, 
consoling, cheering, and animating them; and the rich sent in profusi 
whatever was needed to alleviate the torments of the poorer vieti a :s in 
their squalid abodes. IIumAnity, kindness, and charity, and heroism in 
the discharge of duty are of no race and of no clime. They are found every- 
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lAefpf amonnt liigh and fetr, Odts and SazonB; aitd if tiiii trath wov 
remembered better, 1^ peace sodeties miglit reit ftooi l^ir labours, fm 
-we sbould learn war no more. Depreeiatlini of our nei^bMn k 

cjjief cause of international dissension. 

"* Foremost amonc:5t those who were distinguished for their devotion, 
were the royal family. Though living in the midst of the pestilencei 
they stirred not. The queen and Madame Adelaide, the king's sister, 
filled with ardent piety, that obliterated the paltry distinctions of rank, 
became ministering angels to the poor and wretched, who would other- 
wise have been left to die without an eje to pity or hand to 
The duke df Orleans, the heir apparent to the throne, went through 
tlie hospitals, everywhere animatmg the attendants by his presence and 
example, and with him went Casimir Perier, the high-souled, haughty, 
determined, fierce, and energetic Casimir Perier. But the fire of ms 
engle eye had now waxe^i dim, and his strength was sadly abated, for 
he carried the seeds of death within him. Worn by di5cn>e and the 
cares and vexations of political life, had become nervous and delicate, 
and the frightful scenes which he witnessed in the hospitals made an 
impression on him. from which he never recovered. He retiinied home, 
lingered on without hope, and on the 16th of Mav he waa no more. Ha 
ttraa to Lonis Philippe what Hiraheau waa to Louie XYI., and liad he 
lived, might have aaved France from many of the eyila which httre ainoe 
h<»faUen her. A magnifleent fimeral was decreed him, and snbsoriptions 
were collected to raise a monument to his memory. The people forgot 
their own griefs in sorrow for his loss, and over his tomb Royer Collard 
df livered one of those magnificent funend orations for which the French 
are so famous, and which htdf atone for the ficlcle ingratitude whiohao 
many of their ^eat men have experienced whUe living. 

With Casimir Perier died George Cuvier, the naturalist, and once it 
had taken them, the cholera, as if satisfied with its prey, abated its 
ftiry. 

M. IContaliyet had, daring Oaatmir F^er'a iUneaa, been appointed to 
fill his post, pro tmpore^ and he continued to occupy it after oia death* 
In tilie mean time, the duchesse de Bern waa maturing her plans at Kaaaii 
and preparing to make a descent on France, and, if possible, to oreate a 
rising in the south, and in La Yendee. On the '24th of April she secretly 
quitted Massa in the niglit, and embarked with her followers on b xird 
steamer which had been purchased for the purpose, and inmicdiatt ly 
steered for the coa^t of France. On the 28th, at midnight, they reatlitd 
the point which had been agreed upon with their adherents on shore as 
the place of rendezvous. Upon hoisting the signals, two lanterns, one at 
the fore and the other at the misen nuiathead» they were jpr«mptly 
answered firom the i^ore, and a boat immediately put oC tlie nigbt 
was dark and stormy. The wind was risinsr gradnuly, and the sea was 
already running high, so that it waa wim the utmoat diffionlty that 
the boat could approach the ship's side; and it was with no small 
fear that her friends ^nw her leave them, and tnistinj^ herself the 
boisterous waves in a frail skiff. But she had madii up her mind to 
risks of this sort, and being of a gay and sanguine temperament, there 
was a touch of romance about the affair which pleased her girlish fancy, 
for abe waa atill very young. The landing was effected in gafety in Uje 
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fMpilHtpf Marsallea, but the criiit irMACit jet orer. The authocitMB 
Meat of thse plot, through the medium of some of the boat*9 cre^r, 
who brought the duchess ashore ; and on the night of the 29th of April, 
which had been fixed for the rising, all the posts about Marseilles wer^ 
doubled. On the morning of the 30th, the conspirators broke ground^ 
and put their fortune on the cast, by issuing forth, and appealing to a 
crowd of five hundred fishermen assembled on the shore. £ut they met 
with no reggoiuo. It was m vain that they fiooziahAd thair swords, and 
cfied» ^ViTB Heari CSaq i" tho crowd looked on with a iort of quiet 
adcioeity, as if the whofi affair were a piece of aoting. The denouement 
WAS brought about by some shouting out that it was a plot of the polio^ 
nd biddmg the people be on their guard. This was enough. The con- 
s^irators saw that their enterprise was, so far, a failure, and that it was 
high time to provide for their personal safety by an inglorious flight. A 
troop of lancers coming up, dispersed the crowd, and succeeded in 
arresting some of their number. The duchess escaped out of the 
town, but was obliged to wander about in the woods for a whole night, 
without being able to find shelter. At list sho reached the chateau of 
one of her most seslous adherents, and here it was now resolyed that she 
ahotdd try her Ibrtnne in La Yend^. On the 4th of May she started 
with two of her sdherents, in a calash drawn Iff post horses, having 
obtained a pasiport under an assumed name. She bid Yiss£ friends 
farewell with great cheerfulness, crying out as she drove away, 
"Messieurs, en vended!" The steamer, in which many of the party 
had rcmained| was captured by a gOTCmment cruiser before she left 
Harseilles. 

The duchess succeeded in reaching La Vendee in safety, and took up 
her abode in a farmhouse, where she assumed the dress of the peasant 
lads Hi the diitricti and called herself JPiOii JPiem. She gathered Ihie 
chiefii of her party around her here* and fixed the 24th of May as the daj 
fat tddng up aims. But in the interval her followers bc^an to lose 
lieart. They noticed the apathy and indifierence of the people, uid 
assured the duchess that it was useless to attempt a rising there, since 
the attempt in the south had failed. M. Berryer even went so far as to 
come down from Paris, and seek her out in her retreat, and implore her 
with all the force of his eloquence to relinquish the enterprise. Ho 
found her in a cottage, in a miserable room, sitting before a table covered 
with papers, and on it two brace of pistols. Such was the situation of 
the mother <tf the hdr of the Otand Monaxqne in the Fhmoe of Honxi 
Qnatrel But his efiorts were vain. She was detennined to camr things 
to their limits, and without spending a thought on the hloodsned and 
misery and heartburnings that her obstinacy might cause, she declared 
that nothing could induce her to believe that the descendants of the 
folJowers of Cathelincau would prove untrue to the cause for which 
their fathers had fought so gallantly. **But the times and the men 
are changed !" was M. Berryer s reply. The order fixing the 
rising for the 24th of May was soon after revoked, and the 3rd oif June 
appointed instead, but this only caused confusion and misgiving, as the 
oounter order had not time to oeoome generally known. In aratlon to 
Uiis the whob plan of the conspiracy was dSsooverod written out in 
iblly one of the gensd'annesi in searohiog the cdQars of a suspected 
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person. On hearing tliia the duelit^ai rtsolved to precipitate the cmis, 
and called her foUowerd to arms without ddar. The result may be 
easily imaginecU The ridng mm Imt paduL Ko oma knew yrbm to 
maet^ or to vliom to lode m dirMtiona. Tha zojalist gentlemeii wera 
dateanined, howeyer, not to lay down their anna 'without fighting^ 
aoma terrible conflieti took ^aoe in which the unfortunate Yendeanai 
overpowered by numbers, were slaughtered without mercy. In one place 
£Drty-fi.ve of them, were besir ged in a chateau by a lari^c body of troops, 
and defended it with an obatmacy and detemunation wormy of their 
ancient fame. Two clarionets played old royalist tunes to cheer them, 
whili; from every window they poured their voUeys on the assailants. 
Dtspamng of tsJcing il by any other means, the besiegers £red the 
buil^ybogy and still amidat tiia amoka a«d flame the Yendeana ibugkt amiji 
ahMtmg loudly Vwemmi Cinq! A ia* U9 99m^H$9 r At last, 
vhfin their position was no long* r tenable, they out their way out, sword 
in handy back to back with their faces to tibie foe, leaving nothing behiod 
but the smoking ruins and dead bodies. Only six of their number were 
slain. In one of the many other skirmishes which took place, the son of 
Carthelineau fell. And thus ended the insurrection. The duchess made 
}ier escape to Nantes, after ^ufftrmg incredible hardships, wandering by 
night in lonely woods, cold, wet, hungry, and fatigued ; lying coyered in 
marshy sedge, wlulo the soldiers were beating the bushes around ^ ilk 
llkair bayonetai bat endnring all with unooBuum fotilnde nnd derotion. 
AtNantea ahe xeaided eome monthain safety, but her Mding-plaoa was si 
last betrayed by a miscreant whom she Lad admitted to her confidanee^ 
and she was imprisoned in the citadel of Blaye^ a miserable town in the 
Gironde, in the custody of general (afterwards marshal) Bugeaud, since 
iluiiousi or rather iniiunousy fat hia roaswi anongst the Araba in Algeoai 
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IXSUERECTIOXOF THE FIFTH AND SIXTH OF JUKE-THE BKOGLIE 
JktLNISTKY— SIEGE OF ANTWERP— LIBERATION OF THK DUCHESS 
DE BSBBI-^0UIZ0T*8 SYSTEM OF EDXTCATION ^ Ca4N0£ OF 
MINIST&T — ANOTHER I2ISirBBECTI0N AT LT0N8<«TBE IIT. 
FERNAL MACHINE— DISPUTE WITH AM ERIC A-N ARROW BSOA^B 
OF THE KIKG-ACCESSION OF IHISRS TO OFFICE. 

Tub country was still in the state of excitement caused by the attempt 
of the legitimatists, when new fuel was added to the flame by the death of 
General Lamarq^ue. Lamarque was an old soldier of the empire, who 
had distinguished himself amidst the countless brave men whom France 
&i that time produced, and had been named a maijihal of i'rance by 
^Napoleon m m deatli»Ud. Ee had sabmitted to Hie restoration &om 
WBmmijf but ]iid» under all olieumstanoMi tarm umuinenble proa& of 
lii km for Fiance, and his derotion to £er interests. His simpley 
unaffeqtod character, his military axdour, and Lis loud and frequent 
declarations of his ardent desire to avenge the disaster of AVaterloOy 
made him a general favourite amongst all classes of the people. When 
tiie news of his death was spread abroad, all Paris determined to do 
honour to his memory by thronging to his funeral. But there were a 
great many who had other things in view, and amongst these the 
aumerous political societies or clubs which were at that time in existence, 
foch as the SfMiiiu DroiU d$ fSomme, tbe Sociiti du Amis du FeupUf 
&6. Tbew detennined to make the fuseral a politieal demonstEatbn* 
and, if o^^ortiuiity serrod, tho commenccT^ient of an armed inaor- 
leation. On l^e morning of the dth of Jime, therefore, thoosand^ 
thronged to the place from which the mournful ( ortegc was to set out, 
most of them carrying arms either openly or concealed under their 
clothes ; some, however, for self-defence, having heard rumours of what 
was to take place. As the procession advanced, cries of Vive la Fapub' 
liqtie !** began to be heard, policemen stationed along the way were 
bealcn and wounded, the windows of some of the leading Icgitimatiats 
broken. They listened with ImpatiBnce while Lafayette, marshal 
Ghaiuel) and othenji deliTered the funeral oiatioot from a platform 
erected near the bridge of Austeriitz. When it was over, the hand 
which preceded the funeral car, spontaneously struck up tiie Mara^UaUe^ 
amidst the applause of the multitude. A man at this momeiit appeared 
on horseback, carrying aloft in his hand the red tiag, the emblem of 
Jacobinism and terror. It was torn do^m with shouts of fury, the mob 
exclaiming that they would have nothing but the tric(»loured flag, the 
Jlag of liberty and glory. The tumult was at its height when a troop of 
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dragoons app( cireJ advanciDg upon the bridge, but in a pe&ceable 
attitude, their s\vorcls in the sheaths and their pistols in the holiiteTB. They 
halted near the biidge, and at this instant several gun^ota were heanL 
no one knew in what quarter. A jell itf ftuy arose fimn iSb» ecowd, ana 
the fi(^t began. Bennal of the eoldien weie unheiaed hy blows of 
atoiiea, and another troop coming up to their <MMtanoe «t full speeAf 
were uduted b^ a diaefaaige of musketry which en^tied oBe<liiixd m the 
saddleB, Bamcades now sprang up at all quarters as if by magic, and 
from erery window along the quays a Btorm of shot was poured forth 
■ upon the bewildered troopa. Xlle figliUng was canicd on at the different 
points with varied success. In gome places the troops were defeated 
f with fiightfol loss ; in many of the narrow streets the muskets of tho 
. insurgents resting upon the uip of the barricade, or on the wmdow-aashee 
of the adjoining houses, brought down a man with emv ^ot. Bat the 
want of orgaaiaatioiL disheartened thenii and JQnnoid Ctoteli and otiier 
republican leaden did not think the moTement opportmie, or likely ta 
Bnoceedy and therefore refused to support it. The ammimition of the 
insurgents began to fail, the national guard for the most remained faith- 
ful, and the troops tnking courage at last recoYcrcd their lost groursd. 
Before noon on the bixth, most of the barricades were carried, and the 
king who had at one time been labouring under great apprehensions aa 
to the result of the struggle, v entured to ride along the Boulevards to 
animate his adherents by his presence. It was an adventurous step, and 
by no means unattended with personal danger, while the bodies of the 
dead were still stretched in heaps at every comery the pftntenl teekiag 
with gore, and the cafifii filled with the wounded and the dying. The 
ezdtement was not yet calmed down ; the noise of tiie firing from 
one or two barricades defended by desperate men might still be heard ; 
and who could tell from what window a shot might issue which wouM 
at one blow achieve a triumph for the republic, and prostrate the 
monarchy in the dust ^ A girl afterwards confessed that she had taken 
aim at the king, but did not fire because the weight of the musket made 
her hand tremble. On he rode, ^'manifesting," to use the words of one 
of his bitterest enemiesi " great courage and presaioe of mind, present- 
ing to all a ealm and smiling eoimtenanoe. addressing words of eonaolir 
lion to such wounded national guards as he met, fearlessly appioieldng 
the silent or hostile groups whom he passed, and motioning aside thoeew 
his escort, whose afiSctation of zeal, or genuine soUcitude^ indueed ttieii 
to close around him or eover him with their bodies." 

On the m irniup; of the 7th all was quiet. The shops were again open, 
and save ^vllerc the uptom pavement and riddled walls testified to the 
fury of the strife, Paris had reassumed its usual aspect. But there was 
one spot to which many an aoxioua mothtir and many a weeping maiden 
hurried with trembling step, too often to hear the moumfud news that 
blasted their hopes, and spread eoldness around their firesidee. It wm 
to the Morgue, the great Parisian dead-house, where the criuieB and 
foUies of the huge city every day of eveiy year exhibit their fruits hs 
grim profusion. But, alas ! how many gory evidences did it now present 
of the horrible e^dls of civil strife, the frightful consequenees of rash 
apoeals to force. Here were collected ail the bodies of all who had 
fallen in the conflict, bloody, mutilated, and begrimed witii powder. 
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wiitiiig Ibr Ihoie who loTod fhem to come and own them. The city 
iO^jda WW gty and smiling, hut numy a girl that night was mourning 
^r.bWy many a motbav a soUi and many a child had no fiither aave in 
btmn* And thus was gesMial Lamarqve buried. It waa a fitting 

lUneral for a soldier of fortune. 

Twenty-one of the insurgents taken in arma v.'ere brought to trial, 
and sentenced to various terms of transportation or imprisonment; but 
the goTernmenti with wise clemencyi inJdicted capital punishment upon 
none. 

The ministry had been for some time losing ground in the chambera, 
and tiie emita of the fifth and 'aaztti precipitated their fall. They 
iuuymused to tiw king that they oould no longer ccnnsMUid a majority, 
and zedgDod their omeea. It was rather difficult to find any one to fill 
their places. The only men in the chamber who were distinguished for 
their legislative talents were either distasteful to the king or the people, 
or to both. Tbese were MM. do Broglie, Guizot, and Thiers. The first 
was a gentilhumme, proud, cold, reserred, and inflexibly attached to hia 
own opinions in everything. The two latter were litteraieurSy who 
had worked their way up by their own tfilents, and had already attained 
a high position in the world of letters. But Guizot lacked discretion. He 
despised popular clamour, and had no scruple about uttering unpalatable 
tmtha in galling language ; the people hated him. Thiers waa wittyi elo- 
quent, liTely>and gmtiy and generally admired ; huthisyoutii, the lownesa 
of his origin^ his flippanoyf and well-known personal ambition, prevented 
his ha^-ing much influence. The king chose de Broglie, stipulating that 
Thiers should be one of his collcaj^ieg. But Brof^lie xronld not undertake 
to form a cabinet without Guizot, and as there was no alternative, Louis 
Philippe gave way. All was soon arranged. Eroglie was appointed 
miuLst^r of foreign afi'airs ; Thiers, of the interior ; GuLzot, of public 
instruction ; and Mumann, of hnance. Marshal Soult retained the port- 
folio of war. 

Although no death pumahmrata had been inflicted in conaequenoe of 
ihe jnaoniBetian^ Fina had been plaoed under nuortial law, and the 
phyaiciana had heeo^ in many instancea, obliged to give information 
against wounded persons who had placed themselvee under thoir care. 
Thin tattapmted the vepublioans; and it waa loudly rumoured that, 
aince open resistance was of no avf^il, it only remained to resort to assas- 
sination, and destroy the monart hy at one blow. The kin^ went in 
state to open the session, on the lyth of November. Two carriages, one 
containing the queen and her daughters, the other the ministry, headed 
the procession. Louis Philippe rode behind on horseback, surrounded by a 
brilliant fitaff. The whde way from the Tuileries to the Palais Bourbon 

the fltraets weie lined Willi tKO(^ When the eort4%e had readied the 
Tiont Boyal^ a piatol-ahot waa heard eloee by, and tiie kin^ bent orer the 
laddle, as if wounded ; but quickly recovering hia aelf-poaseasion, he 
raiwd hia hat, bowed to the erowa, and paam on unharmed. But 
the consternation of his adherents was great, aa they anticipate d a 
general attack. A strict search waa made for the perpetrator of the 
crime, but no clue could be discovered to lead to his detection, 
beyond the vague and unsatisfactory evidence of a young woman, who 
alleged that the shot waa fired close beside her, and that the aeaaaain 
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kli viiied the ^iitol oa her shoulder to tltmiy Ms aim. Tli0 Idsf 
eoalinued hii pccgMB, md delivmd lus epeech to the chamhefwilii tm 
mnch calnmew m ifnotl^g had happened ; but the odium of the affair was 

thrown upon tho republican party. So they fited npon me,** said he to 
M. Dupin, on his return to the palace. ^Sire/'iras the leplji <*they 
fired upon themselTea/* 

The opposition and the new ministry' were daily engaged in numerous 
conteets about questions aritjing out of these uiiliappy events i as the 
goTemment, secure and rejoicing in its triumph, had often perBi^ 
osnM ite rigou» too te, aBd idroMd itetftrangUi bnf mmy aetsof petty 
opfrasioii* The praeoiitioii of torn noled tepah&xoB, members of tft* 
SioiM 4es Ami9 m F$uple, upon trumped m and improbable charges^ 
and their acquittal by the jury added to thowoitteTfeelrags of animosity* 
It is a lamentable fact, and one -^rhich Tnnst inspire all loTcrs of con- 
stitutional freedom with gloomy forebodinf^s, that the Trench never cease 
quarrelling amongst themselves, till they begin to quarrel with somebody 
else. Nothing but a foreign war can settle their internal disputes* & 
was needed now as much or more than ever, and it came. 

The kmg of Holland refused to submit to the decision of the conferenco 
heUl by the great powers in Londoo, and to mUnqpuli Belghmu Item 
mm depid»d to compel him. In If oreuber maxnial Genurd oraised flio 
froMtiery fit the head of My thousand men, haviag the duke of OiieaSis 
senring under his command* On the 29th he azriyed before Antwei^ 
and summoned the Dutch general Chaas^ to surrender the citadel. The 
latter replied that ho was prepared to defend himself to the uttermost. 
On the 14th of Deceniber, after incredible labour in erecting the batteries 
on the soft muddy soil, the besiegere opened their fire upon the ffjrtress, 
with eighty-two guns, which were soon increased to a hundred and four, 
the half of whicli threw shells. In a few days a breach, was effected in 
fho miter w»Il|«ndl3ieFiwnchoaixiod iivmAnd bayonefs. But flie 
interior of the citadel, in which genend Chaiid lay dangerously ill, still 
held cot. The heavy and well«mreeted fire of tiie batteries had at last 
tbiown the wiiole btmding into ruinf ; the wdlg were dried up, and the 



sprung, which made an enornioiis r>roach, nearly filling up the citadel, 
and the besiegers were preparing to storm, when the Dutcn capituhitcd. 
The other forts were taken in rapid succession, and the whole of Belgium 
cleared af Duteh troops. Throughout the whole of the affair the duie of 
Orleans, the heir to the throne, had displayed the utmost gaUantiv, 
fighting in die trenches with undialoen courage, and eniaiting the ecd- 
dien by kie preeence. 

The dnchesse de Bern, we have already laid, WW phoed in dose con- 
finement in the fortress of Blaye. Bt& tbe government soon found 
themselves placed in an awkward position, from not knowing what to do 
with her. To keep her phut up wag out of the question ; to bring a 
young and beautiful woman, the near relative of the royal family, vy 
trial, was equally out of the question. The republicans cried for just ire 
to be done upon her, and a great eraoiple to be made, ^vhich would fur 
ew prevent the repetition of an attempt which had caused so much 



bloodshed. Thelei;it&aMi;Mi1lioiight itlMrdnlfytOi^ 
dii^li^' of tfieAr dbicelion tbea erer. A somber of gentlemen ti&«d of 
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igvpftcivil liBtforherby siibfoMioii; imi M/dft CSbaieai 

wmto.M'famfblet, in which, addressing dttoheis, iw idd, ^^Maimm^ 

Totnr son is my king." Hundreds of young nmi| ih0 ions of noblemeiv 
walked in procession through the streets to his residence to thank him. 
The debates in the chamber were furious, and everything portended 
a crisis of some sort, when a great scandal relieved the goyemment 
from the diflSculty. It was whispered about that the duchesse de 
Bern htd been engaged in an intrigue of some sort, and the conse- 
ooneil of Imt frailty were beginning to appear about too plainly. 
w limn mmtL mad 9btmL The leglte«yit« gm il lie, and 
dnrii were iaagbi ymiktMm ef lur hmor. But in a iew 
wbhAs^ it svm eddont, beyond ftU doubt, that it was part ^ladK 
cation. The unfortmiate lady was subjected to an upwaay that 
outraged decency. The hourly insults to which she was exposed, in 
the journals, in the chambers, and in the saloons, wounded her to the 
mack, on the point on which all women are most susceptible, and at last 
drove her to make a declaration that put her most devoted followers to 
sliainc, and destroyed for ever the hopes of the Bourbon line. She 
signed a paper, imder the advice of her physician, lormallj announcing 
ttilite bad been secEvdT 

(hitbeai|^tolti»9ttiof MvfdbairaaddivMd ^ dmigfate, aad 
}L Dcmu, then made the ft m a l dacl w r atioii Beqaiied liy the Rweh lmr» 
in the presence of marshal Bugeaud and others, that " he bad delivered 
Madame la duchesse de Bend, the lawful wile oi count Hector Luc^n 
Palli, of the princes del Campo Franco, gentleman of the chamber to the 
Iting of the two Sicilies, domiciled at Palermo.'* There was now nothing 
to warant her detention any longer. By her marriage she had forfeited 
^ position aa the dnfce of Bordeaux's gnardian, and as Mada me de 
ranee." 

ftfWiaat flnt to Italyi tiiem to Grermany, where she had an interview 
^wh Cgiaritti X, Be ne&ML hereoldly, took bar eon from har^ mi. 
Miiiliiud hie edneatioD. to gOMial Latoor linboiirg. She irentanwf 

sorrowful and dejected, to silk into the qvMt ebfraiity of an Italian 
nobleman's wife— 4o be no longer spoken o^ save as the heroine of 
h'it and least successful of the attempts of the Bourbons to reflate 

a poflitien, of i^hkh Hbtax own £ndia and ioUies alone bad deyimd 

tnem. 

The next few months were marked by disputes between the journals 
*^fr e chamber, which, though they invariably ended in tlie legal dis- 
<Wifltare of the former, did not fail to lower the government in the 
JTM of the people, and give ample materials for the inflammatory 
'^^gpMofthedemagogiietl&tiMidabf, Xbaofily legltktLToaMMni 
ofmiportaiiGie,irhieb poMM esOoM^toMttetiielSD^iiriiTi^^ 
^justify oar entering into details, was the lav of |H hiwry iMtmction, 
^nght forward hy M. Ouizot, and which WM ooneoiTed in a spirit of 
^ highest statesmanship. Its leading features were as follow : — Primary 
^truction was to comprise elementary schools and superior schools ; in 
^ former were to be taught the principles of religion and morality, 
y^hig, writing, the elements of the French language, and of arithmetic 
the legalised system of weights and measures ; that in the second 
'^^ be taught the dements of geometry, linear drawing^ surreying, 
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the ^osoiples of naturti (hiliotopkjt and of natural lustoryy Bmgiiig, and 
tM alements of history and geograpliy ; that it should be allowed to 
eyery indiyidual aged eighteen to open a primary school, if provided 
with a certificate of morality and capability from the mayor, or the 
testimonial of three municipal councillors; that, independently of 
private schools, every commune should be compelled to maintain a public 
school; that the public primary school should be placed under the 
superintendence of a looal cmiiinittoft and a rammftliaa of tiia 
amndiaNnMot; that only iJioie childEeii ahould ba. adimlted gn- 
taitonaly ▼hose parents were declared by tlie muoidpal councils 
ta be incapable of paying the fee; that the minimum salary 4d tba 
tsaohnr ihould bOy in uie primary schools, two hundred francs a 
year, and in the superior four hundred francs, in addition to a monthly 
stipend, to be fixed by tlie municipal council ; that, in behalf of 
the communal primary teachers, there should be established a savings 
bank, by holding bact a twentieth part of their yearly salary. This 
measure was received with acclamation, and unanimously passed in both 
chambers. It has ever since been at work with admirable eficct, and 
tbougk it la ai yat too aaon to expect Ita xeanlta to beooma aminiiti 
wemay sertaatiiiadlJ^tha iMKtgeneratioiiof Fraiiolimaa wiueddbil 
them iiot only in their aoeial relations, but in their politioal acts. 

We are obuged to pass over the details of the interference of France ia 
the disputes between Mahomet Ali and the Sultan of Turkey, which were 
at length arranged for the present to the satisfaction of all ptulies. On tha 
22nd of March, 1833, the celebrated treaty was signed between France and 
England, which bound both partis to maintain a iieet on the coast of Africa 
forthe suppression of the slave trade, — an event which taught a great moral 
lesson to the world. The government, about the same time, incurred some 
odium ftoan the part it took in an attempt made by Mazzini and some of. 
bia aempatriots to azoite a roYoliition m Itahr. It mta allaged Ij ^ 
«iiemlea of Louis Fhilime tiiat be held out filaa bopaa to the pa1ziot% 
and tfaan deceiTod and betrayed them; but the true ground of ofiencey ia 
the eves of the rerolutionary propagandists, was his natural and salutny 
unwillingness to involve himself in broils which might injure Francci 
without conferring any benefit on those he was endeavouring to serve. 

Domestic affairs of an extraordinary nature soon, however, attracted 
the attention of the whole nation. These were the conflicts between the 
press and the government. We have already alluded to the violence by 
which some of the smaller journals in Paris sought to gain popularity. 
Tbia panderin g to the wont paaaiona of the mob. on Hia part of men who 
aasona the poaitum of iattiMbon of the people^ baa erar bean proteetlfB . 
of ftig^tful evils to France; and their tcaohmga baoame .dumbly dan* 
garona when they pointed to armed inaaneetion as tha <mly solution of 
aU social problems, and the grand panacea lor all grievances of whatever, 
kind. Some prosecutions directed against the most violent of the 

t'oumals led to fierce recriminations in the chamber, many of the deputies 
►eing connected more or less intimately with the press. During one of 
these discussions M. Dulong, a leader amongst the republicans and a man 
of great abilities, in denouncing the employment of military force in the 
auppieiaioa of OKvil brail%aiid Aa blind obedience which soldien hare 
t% 4iWf4y . ta aay tmrnuuk of Ihair superiors, hon^T^ )lMa oc di>** 
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honourable, sneered at general Eugcaud as the gaoler of the duohcsse 
JaBeni" Tbe hat temper of the Afiriean general fiied at the insul% 
ttdnotwitlistttidinr the eibrtB of ftieoidt to tmiw abovt an amioabla 
tnangement, a duel was ammged to oome off in the Bok de Boulogne 

litan on the following morning. The quarrel had assrimcd more thatt 
or^ary interest in the pnblic eye firom the fact that M. Dulong was 
eonsHered the champion of the repuhlicans, and genera! Eugeaud <>f t):o 
gOTemmont. They fonp^ht with pistol5«, and the unfortunate Dulnns: was 
shot through the head upon the first discharge, and long before morning 
was a corpse. As the quarrel was to all intents and purposes a political 
one, his death was mourned by his party as a public calamity, and it 
, vu loudly rtmioiitod that tiie oonrt lued its mfloeiice orer Bugeaod 
tD pveTest a mo&oillatioD, that it mii^t hare a ohanee of getting rid of 
at least one fbe. Under the inflnettce of theee fiseliaga Dolong's friends 
tm^sni to make his funeral a poHtieal demonstratloil. An innumer* 
able multitude followed him to the grave, and troops were collected at fJI 
the principal pomtg on the route to prevent the possibility of an outhreaV. 
Dopont I'Eure, upon hearij]g of the catastrophe, resigned his seat in 
the chamber, and retired into the country to mourn in secret the loss of 
his friend. But Armand Carrel, and a number of others of the same 
Wr^, Were present in the buriai-ground and delivered funeral orations. 
Xhalof Caml prodtieed the deepest impfeaeioii. Sta&ding bareheaded 
ovier the open grare of hia oompanioii, his impasnoned gestmes and 
lolemn though worn aspect, moved the crowd almost more than his 
adning words. The eondnsion of his address contains the dangerous 
though chivalrous error that has wrought so much evil in Prance, and 
lured him to his doom, "We live," snid he, in one of those corrupt 
periods of the world in which the conscientious man, unless he choose to 
give the lie to truth, ought to be ready to back his words with In^ s>v ord. 
Dulong understood the sad age in which he lived. His life no more 
Idanged to him, than ours to us. His life belunged to truth, and when 
the teianded it from him, he laid it down, and Mfilled the ooTffiaiit." 

This epfsodOy efxmhiBod witii a Tifjotous attempt macto Ij the polie^ to 
pit a stop to the hawking of seditions prints, had created the greatest 
excitement amongst the populace, sad it was wrought up to the nighest 
pitch by a law which was introduced into the chamber for the suppres- 
•ien of all association/?, of whatever kind, which had not received the 
SEmetion of the government. This was a blow, eviduntly and confes«edly 
aimed at the Sodeie des Droits de rHommey and the Socitttde.i Ami^ du 
Peuple, both of them republican, democratic, and social. Unlike our 
political associations in England, these did not profess to employ discus- 
and other constitutional modes of agitation upon principle, or as a 
^ty, hot limply beeanse te the time they wm expedient* They 
were in reality military organisations, and looked to aimed Insmrection 
as their legitimate mode of action, and the only aim road to anooees. Each 
aienihcr was boond to proride himself witJii a musket, and keep a supply 
of ball cartridges always ready, to he prepared for any cnicrgGncy thiat 
might arise ; and like the Jacubin elub, they had rami he a tions through 
the whole of the departments, with which they kept up a constant 
^correspondence, and upon whose aid they might count. It inay be 
^flifly seen that no goyernment, which was faithful to its dntyi could "fot 
VOL. nx» a 
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a moment tolerate a system so dangerous to its stability, and so detri* 
mental to the mterat« of society. But, firatti ft luteal deBire to wnSA 
oTetythiDg that might waat the appeanmoe of a kmuhg to srbitwty |niiio 
oi^ee, Louis Philippe had Bii£S»red it to anive at aneh a ptteh of ^^ii^tk 
aod insolence, that thete was now almost greater danger in the attiDpt 
to subfyert it, than in its continuing to exist. The ministers, however, 
resolved to do their duty, let the ronse<\nenp^^ be what they might ; but 
though they meant irell they lacked discretion. In euppres?iTii^^ a iz;roat 
eri\, they did n it know liow to avoid unjust interference with constitu- 
tional rie^litd, aud pu shod their restrictions too far. The great want in the 
French character moderation* French politicians ily to exiremea as the 
magnet to the pole. Theie is in th^ eyee no mid^e course between anax«» 
chy and de^otismy skrish aiknee imder opproasion and aimed reaiMaaeek 
mm a limited monardliy to a republic, from a fepablio to a militaary 
tyranny there is but one step, and the same crowds who^ intienc^ed 
"behind barricades, to-day combat like lions for fireedom, to-movmrhtfl 
witli delight the elevation of a dictator in the Champs do Mars. 

A hill waa therefore introduced into the chamber proscribing every 
association of more than twenty persons, which had not received the 
sanction of the govcrunient, and referred the trial of all offences c ommitted 
under the act, not tu a jury, but to the '* correctional tribunals," or 
police courts* This waa hdnging matters to a crisis. The SociM 
J>rv^<9 tforJTemifMiraaiioir put upon its metfle. K it auflSarad ilaalf to 
be suppressed, it was false to its prindpte The ^posittoa ia tb»- 
chamber reproached the advocates of the measure with inconsistency and 
apostacy. M. de Broglie, the head of the cabinet, had, under the restora* 
tion allowed the Soei€t€des Amis de la Praise to meet in his house, and it 
was well kno-v>Ti that Guizot had been a prominent member of the Soei^te 
aide-ioi^ le del faidera. He writhed under the taunts which were 
thus poured upon him, and replied to his enemies in a speech of cutting- 
sarcasm, while his voice trembled >yith emotion. Hut the measure waft 
nevertheless passed, and amongst its supporters was iiphonse de Lamar«« 
tane. It was his tot appeanmoe upon the polifeieal aMn. 

Things were in this state, when some diswmiidoiw in the eaMei#ili^ 
respecting a elaim of twenty-five million franes made «p<Ni Fraaoe bf tte 
United States, cadsed M. de Broglie to tender his resignation. It w«i 
accepted ; and the vacant office of minister for foreign affairs was given 
to M. de Rigny, while M. Thiers, M hose abilities had made him in 
reality the leader of the cabinet, was transliwred to the ministry oi the 
interior, and all things went on as before. 

In the mean time the various associations began to consider what 
fite^s should be taken in the emergency which threatened them witibk 
extmetion. Some despaked of maldng any resistanoa te liM ofanvfaaitt!^ 
ing Ibrce wMeh the gov^mmenb had at ita disposal, while othen^ 
upon the influence which a great example wotdd have in the eyed eillMBr 
peoole, proposed that the leaders of the party should shut themselTcs up 
in tncir houses, hid defiance to the police, and, if attacked, die fightii.g; 
The more moderate ones, however, overruled the adoption of this 
desperate scheme, and devoted all their attention to the completion oi 
their organisation in the departments, and the Society pour U Defense 

Z^hiH€ d$ la Fr99u^ of which geneiai Lafayette was president, and 
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wt^itkmtA $ilm lumd^hl^^ Anmad Oaml i^one 

Btfod «loof from tbm merenuntf. Aooustomed to the legalsnt^ aai, 
oid0F-of ailitiay diao^line, lie smiled contemptuotttly wiien wenoky^aiid 
bqjptcrom dftoagpgues of the qIuIm talked of oTertening, by Uie tumul* 

tuoTis onsets of unaided valour, n powerful government backed by tho 
bourgeoisia. In bis inmost beart be loved the people, not for wbat they 
were, but for wbat tbey might have been, had circumstances and 
education idvoured them ; but his lofty spirit and severely-trained 
intellect and passions could have no sympatby with a mob. Hia defec- 
tion was a heavy blow and a great discouragement. 

had alw«j8 boea a great oeotDt ol aeditlon. The Sod^t^ des 
2 Hmt9 d0 V JImm had fane a. gg e ateg nwibev of adhereats than in aoy 
otiber provincial town in Fiaiieei and here it was that tJie excitement 
cawed by the new Uw was fiist destined to find voDt in violence^ 
Several of the journals of the town had been prosecuted by the 
govenunent, and the editors bad been sentenced, on con^-iction, to 
pay 61168 and undergo terms of impriponment, which were generally 
thought vastly diaproportioned to the otl'ence. In addition to this, 
the authorities bad acted towards tbem in a manner savouring 
latber of personal bo&tili^ than of calm and uniinpassioned carrying out 
of »jnidimlsaiieiioe. The imtetonato writer^ nien of edmtum and 
hisi» standiDg in sooielyy doubtless aootfe in {heir opinions^ and therefoie 
to be fitted rather than hated, had their beads shavedy were loaded with 
iroa% and sent to heid in the prisons with the lowest and vilest male- 
factors, robbers, murderers, and ruffians of every dye. This unnecessary 
display of brutality irritated rnany of the middle classes, whilst the 
weavers, pufFeriTig from lo^v ^vnges nnd bad food, and smarting under the 
the memory of their last defeat, were already ripe for a change of any 
sort. 

A strike fvr wages on tlxo part of tlie latter, and some additional 
measures of repressum on the part of the sathcHitieS) precipitated the 
oviiowHkf whidi emy one had. heen fx some time expecfing* The eit^ 
was crowded with troops ; the national guards wore the uniform and their 
riile iim I constantly, id daybreak on the 10 th of March the republicans 
br^e up their last council, bid each otiier a last farewell, and, rushing 
into the streets, called the people to arms, and began to erect barricades. 
The conflict was the same as before. The same reckless v alour, the same 
merciless ferocity, the same destruction of the property, the same fearful 
loss of life, the same terror, grief, and confusion, smoke, and noise, and 
carnage , \iLtory on the side of the government, wailing in the houses of 
tiie insargeonts ; and then the silence of defeat^ the tenible stiUnfiM of 
tjurpapyftr 

Wflsn file news lesehed Pads, the menhera of the Socidt€des DroiU 
dc FM$tntHe felt that it was they who had mgfid the Lyonncse to revolt ; 
it w a anew their duty to show that they oenld practise uniat th^ preached, 
and prove tbeniselves not less ready to act than to advise. The govem- 
Jient bad at that moment a force of not less than forty thousand men at 
its disposal in Paris alone, and a numerous train of artillery ; and yet 
these miagtiided men did not hesitate, in the face of such fearful odds to 
rush madly on death, and involve hundreds uf families in mourning,, ^ 
Xi^;; auiiiof itiefi bad acted with great pcompUi^is, and. iiad saeGse4ed^ ii^ , 
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^wrettii^g many of ih9 leaders; Imt the aiflinn^'ii^terMewi de W a ga ^ 
"to put ihelr fortune to the erLitrament of tHoodj etroiet' attf Kkioml« 
Btaring war." Bftfricadee were bastilj erected oil liie ttortring of tlie 
13th, and after a conflict of a few hours, in which manyliTes were lost, 
they were carried at all points by the troops, who used their victory with 
merciless severity. Houses, from which shots were fired, were entered, 
, wrecked, and the inmates, in many instances, bayonetted without dis- 
tinction of age or sex. Innumerable arrests were made, until the prisons 
were gorged, and the papers of some of the prisoners showed that many 
persons of lug^ zank wore deeply in^dLfod in the morement, aadlbtwoat . 
anumgst thoae was the hrave old Laftyette. Not that there -vav any ^ 
.proof that be had oommitted an overt aot of treason, hut it was beydid 
aodi>t that hia sympathies were with the conspiratm, aod that he gate 
them fdl the encouragement and assistance in his power, short of taking 
up arms, which his age rendered impossible. He had been deeply dis- 
appointed in the revolution, and more still in Louis Philippe. Instead of 
being content to reign, as he had expected, the king insisted upon 

fovcrning also ; and by taking the reins of government into his own 
andS| and involving himself in personal coxiflicts with the chambers, 
l instead of allowing his minisfeis to bear the hront, he liad left the aSals 
without ttther m eqnality and rade Tigour of a repuhlie or thepsriiifc- 
mentary predominance of a constitational monarchy. The old general 
likewise was bitterly chagrined by the poor reward he had received for 
, all his services, and since his resignation of the command of the naflonal 

fuard, he had been both feared and disliked by the government. Now 
e was in their power ; but it would have been foul dishonour to bring 
those grey hairs, bleached by so many years of battle, exile, toil, and 
turmoil, before the highest tribunal that ever sat in France. But how 
^ could they pass him over ? They were soon relieved from their perplexity. 
On tibe 20th of May, 1834, Hie eonqM&ioa inarms of Washington, thMskat 
, of the great men of the first reyolntion, and the oldest hero tk a BatisiioC 
, aoldieis, ever the fast friend of liberty and of puhUo ordsr, sank i» Ids 
/well- won repose. La&yette was no more. 

But still the government were undecided- what to do with the prisoners 
with whom the gaols were crammed. To bring them all to triad seemed 
. almost impossible, and to turn them loose upon society would, it was 
. feared, prove a dangerous example of impunity for treason. The pro- 
priety of granting an amnesty came to be debated amongst the ministry, 
and Uiey differed upon it, aud carried their dissensions to such a pitdi 
tliat tiiey at last resigned in a body. The king was now placed ift a 
position of ^at difficulty. There was no other party, possesrfag 
, sufficient umtedness, influencey or eloquence to enable them to fonn a 
. cabinet, and Louis Philippe was at last driyen in desperation to fix up<m 
M. Fersil, a man of no standing or capacity, and request him to construct 
7 a ministry as best he could, rersil was so anxious to get into office that 
, he did not for a moment hesitate to obey. On the l5th of November a 
number of names were annoimced in the Moniteur as having been 
appointed to the different offices, but which were totally unknown in the 
, noutical world. They were received in the chamber with shouts of 
langhter, and ttfter a miserable tenure of three days, thoy resigned Hwr 
portf<dios,oov6ted with shame and oonftision. Th^hayeetsvaiBoebseB. 
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toom by the derisive appellation of " The itfiTiiatry of the Three Days." 
Tbe doctriDaires now returned to office in triumph^ rendered donMj 
popular tlieir. temporary retirement Their nappearance was marked 
hy a ctomy diaeoanon tipoa the dlemand made hy America, for oompen- 
imtiai fo ihe Jigury she had auatained hy Napoleon'a mmoui Beili& 
dmtmf vhioh aentenced to contisoatioii every yessel coaTieted of hAYmg 
any connexion with the British govemnient, territory, or commerce. 
The part of the left, or, as they were more commonly called, **the 
Mountain," with charat teristic hotheadedness and lolly, wished to go to 
war sooner than satifly these claims, simply because they were made 
with some tartness of tone, although their justice was not disputed. 
Happily, however, the ministry possessed suliicient strength and firmness 
to p^orm what was in reality a national duty, and the neglect of which 
wwM hvwe reflected more diahonour on Fiance than a hun^:^ def^ 
oa tba battle-field. 

Kmy preparation was now made for the trial of I3ie insurgents of ApdL 
The chamber of pem was by royal ordonnance eonatitated a high court 
of juatice, and it was determined that all the traversers, whether the 
offence was committee^ in Paris or Lyons, or elsewhere, should be tried 
together. They ehnae a committee of dcfenee to nrovidc; ex)unsel and 
undertake the general maDagernent of their case. Tncy retained counsel 
from amongst the order of advocates, but the peers decided that they 
ahould not be allowed to select their defendcrti, but that they aliould bo 
aaaigned to them. Againat thia the whole bar, aa weU aa the prisoners, 
fiOteated in the moat energetic terma, but the only reanlt waa that tibe 
•amni idinquished ita intention of making any partioular adrooatea ttt 
§0 fbem. The trial came on in the midst of the most intense excite* 
Ment ; and the prisoners refusing to plead formally, contented themselrea 
with heapiDg denuneiations upon tneir judo^e?, reproaehinj^ them ^rith 
their base subser\'iencc to so many ditiercnt governments, and above all 
with the murder of Marshal Ney. The result was such as might have 
been anticipated. A few were acquitted, but the great niaj )rity were 
condemned to terma of imprisonment varying in length aocordiDg to the 
greater or leaa share which each trayerser was prov^ to have taken in 
2b» difltorbanoeai The foUy of making a political bodtr n tribunal ttat the 
trial of politioal o&ncea waa ncTcr more apparent than in the preiffent 
jyi^ffffi^. Fur from submitting to the verdict and sentence as the cidm 
judgment of the law, the accused and their adherents received it aa the 
triumph of party opponents , the memory of which was to be treasured 
up until Uia day iJioiUd andve of taking vengeance and retrieving the 
de^t. 

Rumours of plots against the kind's life now again began to spread 
abr- 'ad. M. Thiers received credible information that the king's carriage 
wari to be iired mtu on the road from Neuilly to Paris ; the journey was 
undertaken, however, for the kin^ was a man of diaAtMsl persc^ 
#omge, but nbi without some mittivinga aa to the issue ; but Hie poHce 
imd mkwk such precautions that ue attempt, even supposlog it werrin 
mtteniplation, waa never made. But the apprehensions of the govern- 
ment did not subside. Dark nmiours were still abroad, but the ki!lg, 
oonading in tho good fortune which never deserted Mm, affected^to 
- itaBfias them. . r„„ 
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AeSSth of Ji£jimiSb» annhenttjr^f I3iem<ibtlli»a« snA'im-M 
tl«y Louis Philippe wbm to ride at tne head of his tlnff in solemn 
yiroeession throngh the city, the way lining lined with troops of Uteliae 
a&dfiiatianAl guards. He left the TuUeries at ten o'clock in the mom* 

fng, accr>Tnp*iniecl by tlircc of Ma sons, the mini^tei'?, a nnmher of 
generals, and other persons of distinction. On arriving at the end uf the 
Jardin Turc on the Boulevard du Temple, a reg:ular volley of muskeTrj 
was heard, like the firing of a platoon, and the ground was i'lstaatly 
strewed with the dead and dying. iViarslial Mortier and general Laehasse 
de Verigny were wounded in the head and dropped from their horses ; 
irlule a captain in Hie nxfSXktjf named Yiltete, wae kilM on the epet. 
Two eoloiMis of the natkmal guard, Iburiifmtea of the eame body, m 
M man in the crowd and a yoosf girl, shared the same fate. The hipg 
eecaped imhurti except fiom a alight bruise produced by the audden 
and violent rearing of hh horse. Balls had stniok the horses of the 
diicp d'Orloans and de Joinviile, but they too were uninjured. At the 
m<im( nt of the explosion smoke was seen issuing from the windows of a 
house opposite, and immediately after, a man half-dressed and corered 
with blood was seen rushing along the roof. The national guards shouted 
to him to surrender or thev would £re ; but he continued his fii|pht 
snidit a shower of baUs, and sooceeded in ffeadbhurdie oourtfud, Mi 
tkeorehe was instaaHLy seiaed by the gensd'aanes. when the iMitt ww 
Marched a machine was disooveved, displaying an amount of dsfidlUh 
i ngenui t y in its ooDStmction, unparalleled in the annals of crime, h 
was composed of a sort of framework, like a table without the leafi 
supported by four stout legs, and connected by strong oak crois-pie<m 
Upon this was fastened twenty-five musket-barrels, elevated eight inches 
•higher at the breech than at the muzzle, and secured by notches cut in 
the wood as rests. The touch-holes were all in a line, and were c r-n- 
neeted by a train of gunpowder, and the bairtk were arianged Uke 
says direrging flmn a centre, and placed at difliBrent eievafiens, ao as Is ; 
command as wide a space as possible, and thus do terrible aiaeunoB, and 
«ftfih one carried a ^[vndruple chaige. Two of them did not go ol^ and 
four burst, and it was to this circumstanee^donbtlas^ithaft tha hang ovad 
Ins life, and the assassin his wounds. 

The king: continued hh conrse, amidst the enthusiastic acclamation? or 
the array and the people, whilst the indignation against the murderer wad > 
so violent, that it was with difBculty the police could prevent his being 
torn to pieces. Never had Louis Philippe appeared so popular. Men 
asked themselves, was an attempt uf such viieneas possible in France, 
where great crimes had always been committed openly in the name of ^ 
law, and they shuddered when they thought of me frlg^tfiil OTflla which ; 
wigfal have be&Uen the counby, had the moBttroh been killed, 13m 
4oes Providence eter frustrate toe sohemea of Ihe wif^ed^ and aet ikm 
4nmfde8t devices at nought. 

The popular excitement and sympathy reached its height when four- 
teen funeral cars appeared in the streets a few days afterwards, conveying 
the victims of the assassin to their last abode. Countless mult itudes 
followed them to their graves, and for once the population of Paris kK*ke<l 
grave and thoujghtful. There was a sad contrast in age and statioii 
of the murdered; but death, the great leveller of idl distinctioas, bringft 
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wbo mi fought throug^iottt the tremendous wars of ths enuMiBy lyn! 
JM «Kiped death in Bumy a bloody field, when. Hiouaaiidi nSTusmi 
^tm ; and last was a young girl, of the lower order, verging on 
womanhood, who knew nought of politioii and had oome to look on the 
procession as a gay spectacle. 

The assassin's name was Fieschi, who had been originally a soldier, 
tlien a convicted forger and thief; and, after his discharge from prison, a 
low agent of the police ; and, last of all, a vile adventurer in Paris, till 
liiUiDg into tefitation, he beeene de^eiate, and leioUad upon the com* 
■iarioii ef sooie greet eri]iie» wbioh enoiild eitiier «diey» mm horn, hii 
misery, or emm him with gbry and eclat Heliad no acooB^Koee, 4ttid 
liad no better reeaon to the act than the one we have just mentioned. 
Xhe blame wee, however, thrown by turns upon the legitlmatistsend the 
lepublicans as pa?sion or prejudice prompted ; and M. Thiers acted 
in a manner unworthy both of himself and the cause he professed to serve, 
when he directed Armand Carrel' s house to be searched, with the view of 
discovering some clue to Fieschi' s accomplices. The whole course of 
Carrers lire was a testimony against everything that savoured of knavery 
or dishonour. The aaeassm, with two wretohee like himself, named 
Pma end Morey, were proTod to here aaaisted him iahieenter* 
j £»^w mt after a loog and tedious trial, goillotined in the January 

In September, 1835, immediately after the commistton of the outiage 

W<e have been describing, the chamber, in a fit of alarm, ran into the very 
common error of adopting extreme measures for the repression of con- 
spiracy and sedition, characterised neither by wisdom nor by a thorough 
knowledge of the principles of constitutional government. These have 
ever since been known as the Imws of Scptetnber,'' The first invested 
the minister of justice, in reference to citizens charged with the commis- 
eion of orert aote of tieason, with the power of oonetitutlng as many 
e— rte of Jnetiee as the ooeasion required, and eray attomo^-genenl 
watih the power of aMdging, if necessary, the usual fonnalitiee of a 
pmeentlen ; and it gaye to the presiding judge the power of renonng 
any prisoner by force who should create a disturbance, or la any way 
interrupt the proceedings, and continuing the trial in his absence. 

The second gave to juries the power of secret voting, and reduced the 
majority necessary to convict from eight to seven. 

The third related to the press, and was more obnoxious than either of 
the others. It enacted that any one who should publish anything 
reflectiag on the kins; personally, oTanail the principle oc the government 
aa by law eetabliahed, ebould be liable to impriaomaenf^ and a fine of 
inm 10,000 to 4»0,000 ftanee* Under lees penalties, it tebid any person 
ie declare himself a republican, or mix up the king in discuseiaDa on 
political events, or express a wish for the destruction of the menaiehy, 
or for the restoration of the Bourbon dynasty ; to publish the names of 
jurors before or after a trial, or to report their deliberations, or to assist 
in getting up subscriptions to pay fines levied on journals when convicted 
of breaches of the law. It obliged all editors to deliver up the autliors of 
the articles in their papers, when required to do so by the authorities ; 
aud it dopriYed them of the management of their journals whilst undec- 
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gtnag impiitoiiiMil imte tilie aet; and, Iaft<if all, it emoted tiiatevny 
mjktf drawing, lithognqphf or flmblematioal representation, and ey^ 
dianatie piece intondad to be acted on the sta^ ihoiild be submitted to 

the censorship for examination before publication. 

Disputes between Thiers and his colleague?, about matters relating 
not 80 much to the general policy of the government as to the individual 
action and independence of its members, led to the dissolution of the 
cabinet and the formation of a new one, of which Thiers himself was the 
head, aud a number of men, by no means his equals in talent, ranged in 
tiie Bubordiaatapeeitiiosub Iliefoniier waadailrgaiziing groiindinpu^ 
ertimalton. £10 tranaeendent talents and brilfiant doqnenoe mm tfiaa 
counteiWajiced his want of high birth, property, or connexioaii and when 
be became minister for finretgai affiuiSi and president of the council in the 
iiew administration, he was the courted favourite of the highest and 
gayest eircles in Paris. Talleyrand paid him a merited and cleyer OOOI'* 
pliment when he said^ ^ ^ II nieU pomt^amnu iUut arrive*' 
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< CHAPTER V. 

I 

TUB PUJKE D*0aLCAK8 yisrrs BBRLI!r AUD VIENNA ^ANOVHBlt 
ATTEMPT ON THE UFE OP THE RING— DUEL BETWEEN ABMAND 

CARREL AND EMILE DE GIRARDIN— DISPUTES WITH SWITBBB^ 
' LAND— INTERFERENCE IN SPAIN— CHANGE OF MTNTTSTRY-T.OUIS 
NAPOLEON BON APATITE ATTEMPTS AN INSURRECTION IN STRAS- 
BOURG—ALGERIA—DEATH OP CHARLES X. AND LIBE&AXXQIf 
OF THE EX-MINISTERS— AFFAIRS OF TURKEY, 



ToB darlinff wish ol Lcrak PhOippe^a hmxt was the fonnatioa of an 
aUiinoe wila ma» ai the royal hooaes of Europe, wliioh ohoxild place his 
ftmily on a par with those of the great poweiBy ani wipe out the recdl- 
kefcioii that he owed his thnme to an imeute. Long descended aa he 
was, a cloud hung over the memory of his father, and though he wore 
the crown of one of the first nations of tbe world, amongst monarchs he 
was still but a jmrvemt. To a really " citizen king" who had the good 
of his subjects at heart, and a mind superior to the paltry conyentional- 
isms of courts, to be the monarch of the people's choice, would have 
been a prouder positioa than to be the heir of twenty generations of 
tvrants. But Louis Philippe had his foihles, and none moze miiehieYoua 
nan the desire of eonsdiaa t ing his dynasty. It was determined, there* 
foe, that tiie duke of Orleans uiould be sent to Berlin and Yienna, toaedc 
a wife anumgst some of the silly princesses of the Ctonan courts^ 
women as heartless and friyobus as indolence and want of education 
couH make them. At Berlin he was graciously received, and feted by 
the kint^ of Prussia; and passing thence to Vienna, he so charmed the 
Viennese by the grace of his manners, that, flushed with his popularity, 
ho proposed for the hand of the princess Theresa, the daughter of the 
archduke Charles. The latter received him favourably, and seemed 
disposed to accept his o£&r, but the Austrian nobility, a befi;garly race^ 
wnose iMitents do not hide the emptiness of their eoms sad the darkness 
of tiMirinteileots, thought it foul soom that adaughterof the house of 
HapsbuTg should wed a man who owed his position to the triumph of 
principles which they regarded as rank heresy and ^dasphemy, and the 
crohduchess Sophia in particular, exclaimed, m rancorous bitterness of 
ponl, that an Austrian princess should never ride in a carriage which 
M-as liable every minute to be pierced with bullets. The negotia- 
tions were consequently broken off, and the duke quitted Vienna 
abruptly, with the intention of proceeding to Italy, But when on the 
way lie was recalled, to Taiia by the newd of auutlitr attempt upon the 
king's life. When driving, on the 25th of June, 1836, from the Tuileiiss 
to NeniUy, a wa]king-sti(£: gun was diseharged into the royal earriage 
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at the moment when Louif Philippe was leming fonraxd to return the 
••late of the national guard. The ball passed close to his head, and " 
wadcUng lodged in his hair. The assassin vas instantly seized. 

name was Alibaud, and it was proved hj a gpceat Aomher of persons 
knew him well, that his disposition was ordinarily marked by great 

fentleness and humanity. He manifested the utmost coolness dnnag 
is trial, giving no reason for his crime, save the wish to rid the wori3 
of a tyrant, and submitted to his fate with the air of a martyr, exclaim- 
ing, as he laid his head on the block, — " I die for liberty !'* 

An event occurred soon after this, which excited the utmost sensation 
throughout France, and even in many foreign countries, from the celebrity 
' and hiffh character of (me of the principal actors engaged in it. JEonila 
Gimdm, the well-known jonmalist, a man who has passed :&om one 
politkal party to tiie other without hflsitaiion, as it happened to anit hii 
Saterest, and who k as mnch at easo in writing under Lonia Ki^^oleon as 
under the monardij-or xepnUic, published in Paris a newspaper caUadXs 
Presse, at a lower price than the other papers, trusting to the increase of 
circulation and the greater number oi advertisements to make up the 
deficiency which, would otherwise be caused in the returns. This was in 
itself a praiseworthy idea ; as, though it might deteriorate the contents of 
the papers, it would still place them within the reach of a larger portion 
of the population. But many of the journalists took alarm at it, axid 
attacked GLrardin in yiolent terms. Amongst these was a democratic 
jonmal called the Bon Bem. GirardBn, instMid of replying through hk 
own paper, proaeeated Hie odilor under the <*]ana4if mptemor/' Thm 
xonsed Armand 0anel*8 ire» and in the NaUotuU of tka 20th of Jjii^ 
1836| he expressed his agreement with the Bon Sem, and his dissp- 
proval of the comae Girardin had pursued. This led to a reply on £e 
part of the latter, in which he expressed doubts of Carrers good faith, and 
intimated his intention of returning to the subject. Carrel flung back the 
imputation in terms of indignant scorn, and thus finally committed him* 
self to a quarrel with the wily speculator. Carrel was at the time, we 
are told, in low spirits. He was reaching the turn of life, and was still 
hut a journalist, and the cause for which he lived and laboured — ^liber^ 
and the pooi^was makhu; hut little proness* Slaeed, by hia coanmsafc 
ing talents and indomitable eonrage, at toe head of Iho wpuMioMV parto| 
his own energy and sineerity had been far from miffidflrt to maJbonp nv 
the hlindnessi Tudenoe, and sdfishne^s of hia fDUomrs. It ia useless to 
attempt to organise or drill an army in the presence of a watc^ulaod 
powerful foe, and when the democrats found their best-concerted schemes 
turn out abortive, they laid the blame not on their own folly and rash- 
ness, but upon their leader. Carrel's fiery and high wrought spirit could 
ill brook the insults and ingratitude of the base crew by whom he was 
surrounded; but still he faltered not, but laboured as earnestly and as 
manfully for truth and iustioo as if the world applauded and fortune 
fatonred his eflSnrts. But his soul was sorrowful and, mourning over the 
downfiBLll of the hopes and dreams of his dhitdhood» kef^into adoapwh 
ing state and believed his end approaohing; haknewJiotkoWt hot WM 
prepared to meet it with the fortitude of a soldier and the resignalioa •( 
a Christian. As he slept, the scenes of childhood came back upon hitt 
and filled his troubled ianey. The ni^^ht before he wrote the Article ift 
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the National i;rfiic!i drew forth Girardin's attack, he had a <1re!i7n which 
made a deep impression upon hira, and which, as related in his own 
words to a friend, may give some idea of his state of mind at this period. 

I saw ray mother in my sleep. She was dregsed in hlack, and her 
ejes were full of tears. I asked her with affright, — For whom are you 
Humming ? Is it my fatlier ? No. Is it my brother r No. For whom 
Hien? For you, my son/* 

Upon mmng Girardin's acrticle be proceeded to bie home, accosroacDted 
by ft Mead, to demand an explanation. An arraDgcmont was euOGtedf 
1^ which a note of retractation was drawn vp and signed by both parties, 
to be published in their journals. But Carrel insisted that it should 
appear first in Girardin's, La Pressr, This the latter refused to concede, 
and after some further parleying, Carrel's temper overcame him, and 
starting up and exclaiming, ^'/e suis Voffensi ; je choisis le pistoUt^** 
abruptfy quitted the room. Thev met on the following morning in the 
Boia de ^'lncellncs, and at the first discharge Carrel fell mortally wounded 
in the groin, and Qnar^ slightly in the leg. Ue former was instantly 
emied to a house hard b^, and there he lingered in delirium surrounded 
hy a g o ni s e d friends, nsm the night of the 23rd of July. His mind 
wandered in his ravings to the bc ( nes and events of his early youth, to 
the cornfields and vineyards of Kormandy, where he had roamed in 
childhood; and to the sierras of Spain, where he had fought for liberty 
against the white flag of the Bourbons. Ever and anon the name of 
some early but lost friend was on liis lips ; old companions in [i; ma who 
slept their last sleep beneath the sands of Africa, or girls whose beauty 
had once subdued his proud soul, but who had long since forgotten the war- 
worn soldier of the people. His words gradually became fainter and more 
Inooherent, and at last mrnmnxing out, J^Vanctf,— ami», — ripuhliqne" 

hieatiied his last sigh ; and off Axmand Carrel^ tiie gifted, the liij^h- 
e^ed and chitidroos jknuand Carrel, Ihe fast fHend of freedom 
and ^e x>oor, nought renudned but a fifeless oorpse. Men of 
all parties hastened to do honour to his memory. Chateaubriand^ 
Arag^o, Oormcnin, and Berangcr, shed tears around his grave, 
and a marble effigy of that inspired face, which was but the outside of 
his soul, graven by the cunning hand of the sculptor David, has 
preserved to u"? the traits of a countenance which hesp kc dauntless 
energy and resolution, and the fire of passion which time and iioirow had 
not subdued ; and as we gaze on the cold image, we must for ever de- 
flam^ loss of such allft in sndi a quarrel. 

tte nuiistry of Timers now beoame inyolved in a networic of 
d^kmacy, ariinng ont of the attempts made br continental powers 
to vidate the trntory of the Swiss cantons, by demanding from them 
flit exjmbion of the Tartoas refugees whom the tyranny and oppression 
<>f the neighbouring countries drove thither for shelter. Switzerland being 
a free state, and placed in the midst of despotic powers, it was the 
refuge of all those unhappy men, whose attempts to elevate their 
native land, had drawn upon them the anger of absolute priucea. 
But in con8ef|uence of the great change in the mode of warfare, f?he was 
no longer unconquerable as in the days of Rjdolph of Hapsburg. The 
tisi slasiding nrmies of Amtria, Prussia, and France could oyerwhelm 
herheywi^lKepesBihSllyof resMmeOi tad ft is father to 19ie jedooj 
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of the great powers thaa to her own strengthy that the owesiiar ei^Ut<nip» 
$B a nation. 

* Austria and Prussia at thia period joined in calling np(m her to expel 
the foreign refugees, who, they alleged, were abasing her hospitality and 

f lotting against tlie peace of Europe. Tiiie fiel i^y lomd to 
rnmce for support ; but Louis PMlippe, being aiudem to oonsilinle tibfl 
despots, forgot the origin of his monarchy, and, instead of psoMiM 
Ssgainst this breach of intemationsi rights, joined in the requisition ; wSk 
not only this, but it was discoyered that the French minister of pohoe 
liad sent spies to Switzerland, to mix with the refugees, insinuate thear 
selves into their confidence, and betray their designs to their enemies. 
,/ The war between the Carlists and Christines was at this time ragiog 
in Spain, and Thiers, finding his efforts to establish an entente cordiak 
between France and the great powers of the continent were unayailiog, 
determined on drawing otoser to Bnglandi and fox this piirpose expresasd 
ihis willingness to assist the British goTommont In pntang «n end te tte 
contest A legion had been equipped for this pnrpose in En^bnd, sad 
sent out under the command of Sir de Lai^ Evans, but being tat the 
most part composed of yagabond adventurers, it only disgrmd the 
British name by its excesses. Thiers, however, was anxious to supp^ 
it by a division of 12,000 men under the command of general Bugeaud, 
but Louis Philippe was obstinately opposed to it. It was in vain that 
the minister called his attention to the treaty called " the triple alliance," 
by which France was boimd to interfere in the alikirs of Spain at a 
crisis of this sort, in oonjunction wifii Qteat Britain; «nd at last^ 
.relinquishing the attempt m despak, he resigned ^ke^ and eetmillte 
» tour into Italy. 

An ordonnance appeared soon after appointing M. MoM president of the 
council and minister for foreign affairs, M. Persil miwister of justice and 
public M'orship, M. Gasparin minister of the interior, M. de Hosamel 
miaister of marine, M. Duchatel minister of finance, and M. Guizot of 
public instruction. Scarcely had these assumed office when a pretender 
to the throne appeared in the person of Louis Napoleon Bonaparte. 
He was the son of the cx-king of Holland, and, consequently nephew of 
the emperor. His elder brother had died early ; and he, believing that he 
was worn the hdr of the imperial power and glory, had set his hMii ftoaa 
his childhood on ohtsining the crown of Fnoico. He had nuiobof the 

.nnde'siittalism; and this, combined with an estrwrdluaiy amount of 
domed resolution, gare him a tenacity of purpose which waa filsMSt 
sufficient to overcome any obstacle. He was naturally also of a romantic 
turn of mind, and was fired with the idea of overthrowing the reetoratiaQ 
and replacing France in the position she occupied before Waterloo. For 
the accomplishment of these ambitious projects he relied mainly on the 
army; and that he might in some sort identify himself with it, he 
composed, when very young, a Manual of Artillery^ in which he dis- 
played a correct knowlMtee of the subject, aairell as sooia originality of 

.thought Heresidedin Bwitterland with hii asolikSiv «ad as aooA aaihe 
began publicly to proclaim his pretensions to the French ecowBt Ike was 
surrounded by a knot of those broken-down adventurers, who, hayia^ 

, failed in every honourable walk of life, are ever ready to set their fortune 

'upon the cast of desperate enterprises* The hcf^^ howayer laia^ mi^ 
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fcidotA) 'eC'riiiaiiig in the suoeess, makies them overlook the difficultica 

that intervene, and draws away thoir attention from the stem realities 
which always surround the outcasts of society. Into the hands of such 
Dicn as these did the prince, young, ariUnt, amhitious, and averse to 
suspicion commit himscU and his projc c ls. In the formation of his plans 
he was easily induced to folio w the advice of others rather than his own 
opiniona ; but when his mind was once made upj no obstacles were suiii- 
eient to torn him aside fron liii ooune. 

R» oov moiTed upon making an attempt to gain over the garrison of 
SKaebourg. He Bounded the offioea of the artillery, and fonxid them 
UcrmMj disposed towards him; with the infantry he was not so 
ancoessful, bat he determined to attempt a rising at all hazards. At five 
in the mornirti?, therefore, he assembled his adherents, and they entered 
the artiliery barrauks without oppo:3itiori. The coIoik 1 roused the men 
by the sound of the trumpet, and, upon tlitir assoiubimg on the esplanade, 
touis Napoleon addressed them in a speet h as hich was a feeble imitation 
of the emperor's magnificent buiicUiis. They received him with shouts 
ef «* Vips r£n^rcur ! ** and declared their readiness to follow hhai. 
Pfcooecding to the qvaitem of the infantry, he met with a very different 
iiaoqMm. The aoMieca leyelled their musket8» while the commandiog 
Meet advaused atad tore the epaulets off the dionld i s of one of thoae 
%rlkO had dedaied hia adherence to the pret^der. The artillery were 
surrounded on all sides, and forced to surrender. Louis Napoleon and 
liis prineipal followers were arrested. The former pledged his Tv-ord to 
remain in America for ten years, if he were allowed to depart freely, 
and accordingly set sail, boon after, the others were brought to trialj but 
were acquitted by the jury, and thus the ait'air ended. 

In. November, 183G, Charles X. died at GuriU, in Siyria, whither Be 
had gone for the benefit of his health i but, in the midst of the stirring 
aKw ata whidi wevaefvery dayoeeoxnag, lew q^t a thought on the exilel 
%ing. Wlwa ha waa dead, hoverar^ there seemed little uie in detaining 
M. de Polkfiae aad hia oompatriots ia prison. The public aeemed to have 
MgMoi uam ; and as their health was declining, they were liberated, 
some npon c<mdiuon of quitting the kingdom , and others upon giving their 
parole to confine themsaLvea to a parti(;iilar diatcLGti of which they them- 
eelves had the choice. 

Disasters in Africa, or triumphs dearly bought by terrible B&criPico of 
life, the marriage of the duke of Orleans to the princess Helena of Me; k- 
lenbnrg Schwerin, a iierec debate in the chambur upon a dotation of 
2,000,000 francs a year, which it waa proposed to give him, with one or 
tm^tnida ibr eoaapiracy agatet thahii^ij'a life, now occupied the public 
€lleiitioiilbvaoaumoiiiha; but ua the mean time a rupture took place 
^tween Mol^ and 8itiaoft» in consequence of a difference of opinion upon 
wious points in the polkT* of the govenmient, which led to the seoeaaioa 
of the latter from the cabinet. ITpon the opening of the session 
in 1R39, therefore, the ministry found both Thiers and Guizot ranged 
Against them,— both terrible opponents, and con?uniinato debaters, But of 
the two, Guizot was the more powerful, and was daily rising in the 
opinion of the chambers. In the debate upon the address to the throne, 
in that year, his onslaughts upon Mole's policy were distinguiahed by 
great depth of thought, cmd yigorous and logical language, and raided 
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liim at once to the highest rank amongrt Hm&fmLmioaah Kl«itttliUMd 
Ids atteoka ; noir aninundverting ux>oii tiie nicigii policy ol iSbb admlni'- 
ftntbn, BOW vpoit the eompttm and aboM of th* elteUnl aytttaiy 
BOM upon the eztnrraguiteiidowaeBtB proposed for the younger meaAm 

of the royal family, now upon the esoroachments of the royal prer o g « t i T8f 
and Louia Philippe's oyident desire to pubatitiite a personal government 
for a parliamentary one, till tlie niinistersj no longer able to boar up, 
gave in their resignation in M^arch, 1839. It was no easy matter to 
form anew cabinet. Guizot, Thiers, and Odilion liarrot, all belonged to 
different parties, and although they had united for the overthrow of the 
common enemy, when success was achieved their differences broke out 
afMh. In oppodtioii tbs^ hai bMK oaUed ih» toOUkmt and it was 
proposed that tosj dundd aterge tWv aimor disputes, and iovrntkMoHHm 
miiitirtff to protect the parliamentary pserogirtm from the unjuil 
encroachments of the king. But when thajf aame to settle the diafccte* 
tion of the various ofi^s, it was found impossible to satisfy any, ws cadx 
considered himself entitled to the highest and best place. Under these cir- 
cumstance?, the king addressed himself to Tiiiers personally, requesting him 
to form a cabinet as he best could. The latter made five attempts, every 
one of which was a failure, but the sixth and last to all appearance 
proved successful. Upon the very first meetiiig, however, the new 
ministry quamUed ana bvoha up, leaving Vnuam alill wiilbittfe a gova^ 
Bent Anaiohy at laat began te ^tmml in tiie eapiia!; tawritoona 
moba aHeniblea in the sqnanai am had te be diipersed by dia*^ 
of oayalry ; seditious cries wexe beard on every side ; and at langtii twot- 
secret societies, which had been ftnmed in 1334, after the suppression 
of the Sncie'te des Droits deVKomme, determined upon priving the si^al for 
opcTi insurrection. The leaders had been for some tLme manufacturing 
cai'tndges in secret, and were all desperate men who had nothing to lose 
but their lives ; and of these they recked little. Among them ^vere two 
who afterwards played a conspicuous part in 1818, liarbes and iiian<iui. 
The soeieliea were divided into aectione^ diitcibated iavarieoi pazta of 
tiie capital, and on the aflnmovii of the Ittli of Maj thej tomed o«t at 
Ibe soimd of tiie dram, tiid, roshsig thMm^ iba eity, sax|naad ind 
carried seTend guardhouse^ ahiging the Mazseillaise and shonlmg Ftit 
la ItdpttbHque I '* £ttt the people looked on in snrpsiiay tiMydid not ind 
arras ^'herc thev expected them, and as the alarm goon spread, the trocpg 
came down upon them in great force. The few h:irriLad(j3 they ha'i 
erected were soon carried, and Barb^s and a great number of others 
arrested. They were tried before the court of peers : Barbfes wa< 
sentenced Lo death, and the rest of the conspirators to the galleys for life, 
ortOTaiious terms of imprisonment. But the intercessiaa of a great 
nonber of indaentlal men waaat laat ama i iirta mhKnagitm jmMmm ^ 
of death oanumted to trnnepotiition, 

The insurrection led to the f irmation of a ndniitry ef mrbiak nuMW 
Soult wa0 the head, witih M* Yillmain and i^nwiber of otba» not so 
well known as his colleagues ; but no sooner had they entered upon offioe* 
than they found themselves involved in a diplomatic controversy, which 
at that time engaged the attention of the whole of Europe, and upon the 
result of which the peace of the world in a great measure depended. It 
avote £rom the war between Mehemet Aii and the suitan^ and mav be 
•ummed up in a few ircorda* 
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The Turkish empira had been for many yeara rapidly decliaing, imtil, 
i& IS40| itfi exisltDfle depinded upoa Uw inll of the western powers* 
EMk of tlMM» bot Biiiaift abm al^ wai foMMion of 

CoMCapAiiiople for iMf ; but the jeolonsy of tbft alban ncmd an 

impregnable barrier. BoglsBd was partiLmlndjr inisrested m the preser- 
vation of the Ottoman empire, as Turkey was one of Iter moat Taiiiafale 

riistomers, purchasing ^o^da to the extent of nearly two millioTis annually, 
:ind ailmitting theia at an extremely low duty; and she feit also that 
if the Bosplion is wa:5 on ' c in the bauds of France or Russia, her posses- 
sions in India \vould no longer be secure. Mehemet AH i^as at this timo 
pacha of J^gypt, governing it as the sultaa'a viceroy. He waa a mail of 
cmel temper, but of great intellect and ambition^ and full of craft and 
■ dbtialiy . He Itad efibotod wmidMW xotem i& Iik 
Egypt fnm the rank of a tafbavm oovntrf to tibai <tf a ooeood^vto 
ppweiv fcoyided with a well disciplined army) and an efficient fleoU 
Bmt he was intensely ambitions, and kia desires increased with his meoaii 
until at last he threw off his allegiance, and openly aspired to the throne 
of the sultan. His son Ibrahim, an able but ferocious warrior, defeated 
the Turkish army in several pitched battles, and marched on Constanti- 
nople flushed with victory and confident of success. The European 
pD^ers now took the alarm and hastened to interfere in the porte's fayour; 
but tach was suspicious of the other's motives, and forthwith a war of 
di^omatio opetafiflBa tras commenced with nnezampled vigour, 
"flote^ auffl^unt to fill Tofam^ paaaod aad rep a w a d ; foaniof pi^er 
and Qooana of ink wero oonraned W nntemgoad " representatifaa of 
the Tarioua governments, each doabtMl aBBOua to settle the dispute, hat 
iaaaok atanner that he should reap some adyantago £rom it for his own 
^oiiTitrr. England ingisted upon Mehemet Ali'g relinquishing Syria, of 
which he had taken posacsdon ; France wish ed him to keep it; Kussia 
wished to send troops and a fleet for the protection of Constantinople and 
the Dardanelles ; and the sultan was bewildered by the clamour, and 
knew not %vhat to do. His ilect went oyer to the pacha ; Lord Palmer- 
stosLpcpposed to take it back by force ; France would not oonaent to this, and 
tte JumBtantte tho oiumilMr ^oail^tlUi a eapilal opportoai^ for Fnnoo 

toaaMrth€Enlf|MlUte <<iBM)ii»'^anaiake pc aarfon of Turiray farhor 

onoabeneflt. To ayoid collisions with foreign poweasi and at the aaiao time 
dated tlioioadTea from hourly attacks made on them at hinM» vmM a taak 
of more than ordinary difficulty, and required from the ministry more 
ta!pnt, erergr, and determination than they had at their command. The 
debates m the chamber were characterised by Tinngnal force and brilliancy, 
and €^ err one was loolving with eagerness for the settlement of the 
Egyptian affairs as the signal for the downfal of the cabinet. Things 
were in thia position when the chamber was asked to settle a sum of 
500,000 franca a year upon the duke of NenuMirSy in additioa to the 
fiOi ^O ftaiicealrMidTTolad to defray thaoMgw^ luasia8riage'«n(l& 
tin princeaa Yiotona of 8aao Cobujg. The atexai of opposition 
called forth was tremendous, and the demand waa indignantly refused 
by a nuuocily of twmtjHkEf withmit a dalMte. Ilia aiaiali^ matonay 
rengned. 

Tv^ !cir»2' was wounded to the quick ; as he con-idered an adverse vote 
upon a matter touching his luniiy intaioatB, nothing short of a personal 



Digitized by Cov.^v^i^ 



68 HISTO&T OF FIUU^OH^. 

fnault. He found himself, h<meTer, obliged to succumb, and therefore 
acnt for Thiers, the leader of the opposition, on the 1st of March, an^, 
with a very bad grace, requested him to form a cabinet. After some 
difficulty he succeeded in doing so, making himself minister of foreign 
a£[air8 and president of the council. Guizot waa sent as ambassador to 
London, Thiers 6:eadin^ his oppoeitioii ia the chamber. The new ministry 
met witk lilile fsiw Imi any qwltK ; tbe democrats hated I9ie mis^ 
ier Ibr foimgn sflynr, iaoooeeqinBoeof ]^s having supported '*the laws of 
September,^ and the kingocnildliaidly endaie him, because he was fordid 
Vipon him hy a pariiamentarr defeat. Ko sooner tjtoretoci had the cabinet 
made its appearance in thecnamber, than the questions of the modification of 
the press laws and electoral reform began to he agitated; but to all clamours 
on these points Thiers turned a deaf ear, and his able manoeuvring and 
great tact in the management of his party, carried him for a time triumph- 
ant over every obstacle. His government received an addition of strength 
from some brilliant triumphs achieved by the French army in Algiers, 
irheio it was oaivying en a Uoody irtm with tiie Arabs, under their 
tdroit and taleivas leaasr Abiel*Kata» A small party, composed of ona 
hundred and tirentf chasseurs, with but one fieldpiece, were besieged ia 
a fort at Mazagran, a lonely and desolate nfp/sm, surrounded by mountains 
slid dcpert?!, nnd sustained for three days, unaided, a murderous conflict 
with many thousand Arabs, and at last drove them off with frightful 
slaughter. Perhaps no more brilliant exploit was ever performed in the 
days of the crusades, and it raised the spirits of the vain and excitable 
Parisians to the highest pitch. The chambers, the journals, and the 
streets resounded for several days with praises of the ^^poigiite dss braves," 
who snaCafaied a Mt§ ^ekmmitf' and em m ministry x^ceired 
lome share of the applause, heeam thaavaiit had tsken place daring thdr 
tenure of office. 

For some lime afterwards they were occupied with projects of i^tenH^ 
reform : the regulation of the labour of children ia factonea; tiie adjjml^ 
ment of differences between the government and various companies iSs 
attempted to compete with it in the formation of railways; and the 
establishment of a line of steamers to carry on communication with 
America. The question of parliamentary reform now began every day to 
be more and more agitated. Banauets were held in the chief towns of 
ser^Mof ^ departinents^ and tha posTincial jounuds expresft^d tluiir 
jttrthnsttts n]^ iiminbiael mifliiiaiisual afdmim|> 'Inmn irf mii iihiuli 
ings were disperaed by. tae police, and sereeai an»$^ made lif lk'*fiHMM^ 
which shewed a total dsns00d.4or Ihe law ; so ^f^t.th^ esa^eMiQsi' «f 
the popular party inorsased every day. Petitions were sent lip to 
chambers in immense numbers, but their influence was weakened by the 
great want of unanimity amongst the petitioners, which they all displayed. 
Some prayed for universal suffrage ; others for election by two degrees; 
others for the extension of the suffrage to all national guards ; and othera 
again for the formatiou of electoral colleges, each composed of a fi xibd 
licMMIMlf •'Man* TUs diflEsrence of opinion enabled the mini:>tec to 
niisrf^^srd their vsqMshi witk impunity, and et^n wM mfoit^* 
H^ht. Disputes bfltmseii the sn]^ers and emDloyi&dl Mali 
the woricing-chwses, and the consequently rapid spread t%f -^ 
tMtouih-iussmUais%. a»d the ioAemosi^ of jnmd "f iHasnh 

•tm 4. ^ 
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Ibom, were now of frequent occurrence, and lendered XUiers' position 
anytliiTig but a bod of roses. Instead, hovrover, of addressing himself to 
the removal of grievances with a manly energy, he was intent upon the 
consolidation of bis own power, and the Beouring, by £air means or foul| a 
large body of partisans in the chamber. 

The negotiations concerning the affairs of Turkey and Eg>'pt had in the 
aaeaxL time been going on. fiigland insisted upon Mehemet Ali evauuat- 
ioe Syria, aa she was vmrlUmg to lum a powerf^ and ambitioiis 
neighbour so near the Isthnnia of Bmtm and the Bed Sea, the media of 
eommunication with her possessions in India* EuMia was disposed to 
second her views in the matter, and so were Austria and Prussia, but 
France steadfastly refused. On the I7th of July therefore, notwithstand- 
ing Guizot*s vigilance, a treaty was signed between the four powers, ia 
which France was not included, or even mentioned, agreeing to cojnpcl 
the pacha to relinquish his newly-acquired territory, and restore the 
Turkish fleet. The indignation of the French, when this was made 
known, knew no bounds. Guizot was thunderstruck, Louis rhilippe 
flew into a passion^ Thien was wild with eonsteraatioa at the 
fiulun of sUliis schemes, and the demooils mi the Mountain howled 
witih indignation, and heaped reproaohea upon liiin in the bhamherf 
diarging him with having i^uoed France to the lovast pitdh of degrada* 
tion, and made her the laughing-stock of her old enemies. The powers 
nevertheless proceeded to carr\' the treaty into effect ; but on notifying 
their intentions to Mehemet Ali, they received a characteristic answer : — 
*' Vallah-billah-tillahl (by the sacred name of God !) I won't relinquish an 
inch of territory ; and if they declare war on me, I will overturn the 
Turkish empire and bury myself in the ruins.'* There could be no doubt 
that he was in a position to make a formidable resistanoe. He could 
amatar 276,643 trained sddieni ; and his fleet numbeied 11 Tessels of the 
ttne, 7 iHgatcs, 5 eorrettes, and 9 Mgs; wliile HhM Tnildsh flert which 
ha had now in his possession, was composed of 9 imniDlo of the line aad 
11 frigates. The jealousies of the combined powera wevSt however, a 
surer dependence for him than the strength of his own resources. Keither 
of them would suffer the others to land troops in Egypt or Syria, lest 
they should be tempted to remain there, and it seemed likely that the 
winter would come on before the arrangements could be made, and then 
Si would be impossible for the fleets to commence operations upon the 
treacheroui coast of Africa without great danger. The pacha therefore did 
»ot oonaider his position at all tafpmte^ pailiealuly aa Im flilly relied on 
neeifing aid tnm France, and tiie «xtraotdlBary proceedings of the king 
^ minister, at this pieriod, ^re him every reason to expect that he 
TOii^d not be disappointed. Thiers declared that he had been grossly 
jlaaeiYed, and that he would ayenge the insult irtiich French honour had 
teceived. The king displayed equal vchemeDoe, and talked of war to the 
uttermost ; but he had the advantage of Thiers in that he knew where to 
atop. When the latter was enraged and threatened, it was in right 
c&meat and he meant what he said. AVar would now open up for him a new 
career, and renew his influence, which had already begun to decline in 
the severe parliamentary attacks which he was obliged to nndeno* 
TbAking aaitlie minister appeand to ba trying to oolsMl ana mmiBtJpL 
oiTftimBassof iVsirUoigiisgo. Bie f unw ia eU aa i ^M a il Jinillirtii 
rou in. V 
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if necessarfi p«t en iliesed cap the latter published ordoonanow ad** 
five to the mobilisation of the national g:iiard, and the increase of the 
na\y. A credit was opened to enable the government to add ton thousand 
sailors, 5 ships of the line, 13 frigates, and 9 steamers to the force already 
existing. These propositions met with the loudest applause from the 
Mountain. But when another credit was opened, to the extent of one 
hundred million francs, for the construction of fortifications around Paris, 
their countenances £bU* The largeness of the sum called for, the grest 
luiite made to commMiflt the irui^ Irfnua-fidlippea ireU^lmown daafae 
to seoiira bimaeif against the attaoka of tiia Pasiaian pi^ulaeoy'canaed ^ 
war party to pause before they applauded this time. Some of the radioals 
beUeyedy and not witbout foundation, that he was taking nilTnntin 
of the momentary enthusiasm to gird Paris with forts, and aire it witii 
bristling rows of cannon, less as a measure of defence than as one of 
oppression. Others dreaded a recurrence of the scenes of 1815, when 
Paris surrendered to hostile armies without striking a blow, and thought 
that of two evils, the protection of the Orleans dynasty by batteries and 
fortifications was the less. 

The war in Algeria still raged wHk Taried aiiooeaa, now & bril&ttt 
fletonr, now ft Moo^ oonfliety irhkk wif^t aa well be called a deftst, 
bot aU ended in the extension of tbe Fittioli tenitory and tlio mmdSkm 
extirpation of the Arabs . The attentmi of the public was divided bo t w w 
ibii oampai^ and the discussioaa regarding the fortificatkms, when an 
event occurred which created a mingled aenaatun of aupriie and pity att 
oyer Europe. 

We have already related the attempt made by Louis Napoleon 
Bonaparte to gain over the garrison of Strasbourg, and re-establish the 
empire, and its ignominious failure. He was liberated upon condition 
that he would go to America, and remain there for ten years. Ho 
broke his parole of honour, and setwned to SwitMrkad before half that 
tem bad expired. Tbe Fm^gorenrnMiil oaUed upon t^ 
MbI| bat tite diet stoutly reftned to do so, unless o(»npelled by ftice, and 
protested strenuously against this Tiolatioa <ji national rights. Brery 
preparation was being ame by France to carry her threats into exac:i» 
tion, when, to relieve his protectors from all difficulty and danger, Louis 
Napoleon voluntarily embarked for London. Here he remained sur- 
rounded by a knot of men about town," broken down rouis, gamblers, 
and ladies of equivocal reputation, replenishing his exchequer by biila 
drawn upon Jew brokers, his position every day becoming more desperate. 
He and his adherents, the principal of whom was M. de Porsigny, who is 



pamphlets, or brooh iigea i ten tin totiM, wbidb they eotttled Mtm A 
Aniirvff, adtocatib^ BMapartiet interests. In one of tfiea Napoleon, to 
eaiperor, is compared, at great length, to Julias Ceesar, and hia nephew to 
Octavius Cmsar, and the reader is Left to draw his conclusion as to the p(M»» 

li, n which prince Louis was destined to occupy. He, however, was 
daily becoming more dispirited,;8anguine and confident though he was, 
and he was drowning the sense of chagrin and disappointment in 
gambling and champagrie, when, all at once, the warlike enthnsia-im 
eicitcd by the treaty or the great powers upon the aflTairs of Egypt and 
ntkey, aeemed to Iprmniae^ leaiiaation. of his eharished dreama. Hl» 
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piaiL yrsLB to land in Eraace, aa. the heir of the emperor, personifying th^ 
aiilitBry ^orj €l his reign, and throwing Idmself upon the soldioiyv 
tVMB tho 0^ ik war agaiiist EnglMh. Ho nutaiiMd trnder Sa 
himTsfwmn by a prafonm conywtLocii xior was it altogether erroneoii% 
Ukat the aame of Kapolaaa was iatm<marfy pc^ular, and that the 
xeniiniscences of his career possessed magic power. But he deceived 
himself iu supposinc^ that these souvenirs had influence in every class of 
society ; amongst the government functionaries for in<^tance, who always 
cling to the party in power, or amongst the bourgeoisie, who always 
hated the emperor. They livod perhaps amongst the lower classes, the 
peasantry and workmen, but wlial puiitioal iuliueuce had ditna ? what 
oould they contribute to his sncoeM sftTO uuddlled brute force, vhieh 
can. nerer be relied npon in great emergeneiea or deqperato oilerpriiee ^ 
And MB to iho azmy, nothing but ignoranee or infatuation could haro 
induced bim to count upon that ; for all armies arc eo moulded by discipline 
iStttk thioy have but one idea^ and thai iSy — fiMity to their standard, and 
cbedieuce to the orders of their superiors. Some discontenttvl non- 
commis'^i'^nr'd otHcrrs — ambitious officers — might perhaps promist; their 
adhesion ; but when the moment of action arrives the ditferencc is soon 
seect between promisins^ and performing. The democratic party in 
France had more than ouce sent deputies to him to learn bis intentions, 
so thut they might know whether they could consistently otier him iheir 
8i;^p<^ or not^ but ho inTariably dieeemblod, ao aa to leaTO thesa oon-^ 
pleteljr in lha dailL 

Daring the month of July, 1840, Louie Napoleon, through the me* 
dium of a third person, 'hired a steamboat called the JSdmbw^k 
O^tle^ the property of a London Company, ostensibly for tie 
use of a ple«sure party, for one month dating from the 6th of July, 
at the rate of one hundred pounds a week. On the 4th of August 
he had arms, ammuniti m, and horses sent on board, and then 
horses and Carria;*es ; and on the next day he went on board himself, 
with some of his confedtrates. Others joined ihcin at idurgutc and 
Gr^ivesendy where they had been sent in order that their number might 
not 09Goite auspidoiBu They carried with them a tame eagle, tho sight of 
idiich ezpeotod to fill the army with enthuaiaam. They landed near 
Bwnlogno^ tmd were here joined by a lieutenant of Ibe 42nd regiment of 
the line, named Aladeni^o* Accompanied by him they made their way 
into the town, and entered the barracks. Aladenizc ordered the soldiers 
to iiBeeinble in nrm? on the parade ground, and there announced to them 
that Louis Philippe had ceased to reig^n, and called upon them to join 
the nephew of the emperor, and march with him upon Paris. Some 
answered %vith cries of Vive V Empereur !** Others were hesitating or 
undecided, when the officci^ of the regiment having hoard what waa 
taking place, entered tho bameka awofd in hand, and attempted to force 
tiMir W9ff thion§^ the conapiratora. The captain waa aurrounded and 
llfljid while his voice was drowned with cries of Five U Prince 
ZtfttUi" Where ia prince Louia^' aaid he; *^Here I am, captain// 
the prince, advancing, join us and you shall have everything you 
^f^^h for." ** Prince Louis or not," replied tlie captain, " I don't know, 
you ; you aro a conspirator, at all events." At last the soldita's hearff, 
t^jioiae <tf the atniggjleiafid some of t^he junior oi&cera ad¥/W£ad y^J^ 
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relief of th fir supi^riorj, who immediately exclaimed, "Thoy are deceiv- 
ing yo J, " Vive le Koi ! " The soldiera now ranged themselves under the 
orders of their ofBicers, and Louis Napoleon and hii adherents ireie 
driren out of the banaoks. Thoy tben went to the heights behind the 
town, distributing modamationa on their way, and haying aniyed at the 
^sdlnmn erected 1^ Ifapoleon in honour of the grand snny, they planted 
« flag on the topy and took their stand around it. The troops and 
national guards soon advanced upon them, and charged them with 
fixed bayonets. They took to flight, and succeeded in getting into th« 
bont, but the national guard opened n heavy lire upon them, and the b at 
haviiii^ iip^'ft, they were dragged ashore and taken prisoners. Louis 
Napidi'oii was tried before the chamber of peers, and was condemned to 
be imprisoned for life in the fortress of Hani. While here, he occupied 
huudcli lu icjadiDg and corresponding with his friends. Many of the 
democratic party visited him, or wrote to him; and percelying now the 
eiror he had committed^ in disregarding their aid, he professed to be 
penetrated with their y iews, and to acknowledge with all its oimaeqiienees 
ithe sovereignty of the people ; and he even gave unmistakable evidences 
4hat ho was favourable to socialism. In the oolumns of the Proffrit dm 
PaS'de- Caiaisy he published a great number of socialist and democratic 
articles which were eagerly read. Anion p^gt those who were fooliili 
enough to believe in his professions was niadame Ocorge Sand. She has 
since had reas ni to repent her error, as have thousands of otivers, who 
looked for a I n e of the people and liberty from an unprincipled advcn- 
tur( who had no conscience but his interest, and no god but the memoiy 
ul a military despot. 
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JEFFATBS OP EGtPT— ATTEMPT UPON THE RING'S LIFE- BIFFEJU 
EMCEB BETWEEN LOUIS PHILIPPE AND THE CABINK1-BESIQ« 
NATION OF THE MINISTBV— ACCESSION OF GUIZOT TO OFFICE 

— TBAN3PORTATI0N OF THE IIEMAIXS OF THE EMPrKOTl NA- 
FOLEOX FROM 8T. HELENA— RIGHT OF SKAUC 11— 1 A II H I A2f 
AFFAIRS— DEVTH OF THE DUKE OF ORI.EANjS— LAM A IITIN E— 
CORRUPTIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT— COMMERCIAT PRO-PE- 
BITY— INTERCHANGE OF VISITS BETWEKX LOUIS rillLU'Pe 
AMD QUEEN TICTOBIA— SPANISH MARRIAGES. 

KoTWirasUkmiHO the threats and protestation of the nii.i^tdr^ 
the powers proceeded to put the treaty of the 17th of July iato^ 
execution. The English formally notified its provisions to the pacha > 
viz., thcit ho would be allowed to retain Eg\T-'t as an hereditary 
pachalic, and Acre for his lifetime; and in case he rofiisod to 
accept tlicse within ten days, he should have nothin^i^ but Fgypt; 
and iX he btiil held out /or another ten days, lie should abide the for- 
ttme of war. Mehemet All sternly rejected all these offers, and on 
the expiratian of the appointed time commodore Kapler seized his fleets 
and soon after .bombarded Beyrouth, the French fleet being ordered to 
absent iteelf from Ihe scene of hostilitiea. When this news reached 
Paris, it produced the greatest agitation amongst all daases of the people. 
In ihc saloons, the public promenades, and eyerywhere, nothing was 
heard but denunciations of tho miniHter. "Rvery evening in the theatres, 
both in the capital and in the departments, the t rmd gallery called tor the 
Marseillaise, and sang it often in deEance of the puliee. The alarm of the king 
reached its height when he learned that the national guard w as not free 
from the prevailing discontent. Maiahal Gerard, the commander-in-chief, 
had been for some time in the habit of assembling them for drill onco eyery 
wedCf and when together th^ were accustomed to discuss the current 
erente of the day. Some of me colonels, upon hearing of this, expressed 
themselves in strong terms as to the danger of bringing together such 
large bodies of men in the present state of the public mind. The privates 
instantly met and drew up a protest at great length, in whi( h they 
reviewed the recent acts of the government teriatim, and passed a violent 
censure upon every one of them. This dooTiment was published in the 
journals, and added fuel to the flame of discontent which was already 
mjj^ing. The ministry, driven to extremities, again assumed a warlike 
aiiitude. An ordonnauco appeared on the 29tb of September, announcing 
the addition to the army of eighteen new regiments, twelve of infantry 
and six of light caTslry ; so that the whole effisctiye force, exclusive of 
the natl<>ntl gaazd| would reach 636,000 men ; while the election of the 
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tetitattions arouzLd the city was pushed on with the greatest rapidity. 
Bat the greats the preparations, the greater the ridicule of the opposi- 
^on. They refused to believe that the government had any thoughts of 
goinf^ to ^vnr, and even the king himself did not escape their attacks, 
boL-ause it was well known that he in particular was ready to sacrifice 
anything to peace. He flattcrrd himself, however, that Thiers shielded 
hiiii from all responsibility. ** Never mind,*' he would say, Thiers me 
eoHvre." The agitation was at its height when, aa he iras driTing ia. 
company with the queen and madame Adelaide from the TuUeries to filL 
doud, a fanatie named Darmee fired at him pointlkUiBk, as he wm 
returning the salute of Ui* soldiery. The carbine fortimately burst, and 
the bi^ struck the eaw from the hands of a stonecutter on the other side 
of the way. The assassin was instantly seized, and stated that his only 
reason for the attempt was his desire "to kill the greatest tyrant that 
ever existed either in ancient or modern times ; and," he added, I was 
sure of ray mark if the carbine had not burst. There was too great a 
charge in it, — fivo baila and eiglit slugs." Tliis new attempt struck the 
ministers with consternation, and made the deepest impression, upon the 
whole court. One of the members of the cabinet said to the Idiig, Eh, 
Hen, sire, M. TMera t>9U9 eimm-UU r (Well, sire, did M. Tbim shield 
you this time 

Louis Philippe could not rid himself of the belief that Darmes wa 

but the agent of a widely-spread system of secret societies, and he came 
to the conclusion thit tlic safety both of his throne and his life required 
the declaration of war a t ''U* ranee against the democrats and repub- 
licans. But Thiers was not the man for this ; he had too mui^-h sympathy 
w^iili the traditions of the revolution, and his unpopularity was so gjeat 
that it was at last determined to get nd of him. This was not 
difficult. The cabinet had long been giviag way under the fierce 
and continued aasauUi to which it had been subjeoted, denounced by ths 
presa and the ehamben, and thwarted and deeeiTcd at eeurt, power lud 
lost its sweets, and to lay it down was relief rather than a sftcrlftce. The 
ministers at last gave in their resignation, and it was accepted. 

But it was no easy task to find their successors. Few political men of 
the day had either thn courage or the wish to take office at such a crisis, 
and set themselves up in the midst of so much agitation and discontent, 
as a mark for the arrows of faction. Few were possessed of the talents 
necessary to retrieve the horrible disoi Jers which penetrated every 
department of the state, and at the same tioie do battle single-iiuiideii 
against the thousand £ery spirits who were already gloating in antaexpt- 
tion over the downM of the monarchy, and eager to let slip the degi sf 
war, and apread havoc and desolation through Europe. WhefU was the 
lofty spirit that could stand up in the tribune befoni that boiateroas and 
agitated chamber, raise his voice above the clamour that assailed has 
from every side, and fling back scorn for scorn, hate for hate, ar.d invee» 
tive for insult? "SVliore was the man that could raise up a party amongst 
the disordered elements of the parliament, and lead it to victory through 
the liost of enemies that assailed the government on every side ? There 
was bat one competent to underiake this perilous hut honourable 
tssk; and that man was a lowly > born plebeiani whose early years weie 
«psnii inlabovr and folatada, who had risen itep by step » Mm 
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4)i sadvim oTOiinitammi aad now atood ready for % oniMde agaiaflt a 
hp^t of antagonists ; inroad, haxi^tj^ defioati the bitter oule of women, %w 
.on lu3 lip, ricli in historic laadf and master of ^oq[ueiioe tbati glittered 
like a sabre im ihe sunlight ; sarcasm of such etX^aiflite IceewoueiS that the 
.strokes were never felt till Uie depth of the wound was seen ; a protestant, 
aoad a stanch advocate of liberty of tllon^^lit and the extension of 
education; possessing a imrA stored with the results of years of scll- 
denying toil and perseverance, and a body that sank under n» toil* &mch 
Vas Guizot, Louis Philippe's last and greatest minister. 

The king disliked liim extremely ever since his opposition to the Mole 
minibtiy, and now accei/ted kim with reluctance ; but there was no alter- 
natiye. He waa theniore re^uesl^ to tern a oaboiet. On tho 29tii of 
OdoWy 1840. the following list ^^peaved in tlio M^mUtur 

'MunOud Soult, presidant of t£e ooundi and miaiater. of war ; 

Id. Guizot, minister of foreign affairs ; 

M. Martin (duNord), mi&iater of joatioe; 

M. Duchatcd, of the intenor; 

M. Duperre, of the marine; 

M. Humann, oi finance ', 

M. Cunim Gridaine, of commeroo ; 

M. Teste, of public works ; 

M, Villemain, of public instruction, 
ilaisual Soult was, of course, but a cipher in the new cabinet, as he 
had been in the old one; but his name ^ye weight to the gOTemment ^ 
Ifae «yea of the army, and of the people m the pnmneea. Gaiaot waa the 
aenl of the new sdmatry* All his great oom^titiini ia the ohamher had 
llnad tiielr skill and strength to the uttemoat in the attempt to gcrrem 
XEaacei and now retired fkom the iiats crestfallen and cUsheartened. 
&DgUe9 Mol^ or ThieiBi none had succeeded in getting a hold on the 
country, or securing a strong position in the chamber, and they had one 
by one withdrawn to make way for the great doctrinaire ; and he, more 
fortunate than they, bore down all opposition by the magic of his 
eloquence, and the splendour of his learning, and the implacable bitterness 
oi his attacks upon his enemies, and succeeded in entrenching himself in 
a puciUun from which he never fell, until tlie levolution had lerelled both 
the uioiuirchy and the parliament in H^e dust. Hoat people are toriliar 
with ^ leading inoidenta In hia career. 

Hia eduoation waa &nned at Geneva, fie eaae to Pasia note tiie 
aoLpire to seek his fortune; oeei;q^ed himself with literative, andmanied 
a lady who had the same pursuits. His first official post was that of 
Eecrotary to the due de Montesquieu, in 1814, in the fiiat ministry 
of the restoration. On the return of Napoleon, Guizot was sent to Ghent 
to explain tho situation of public opinion to Lonis XVIII. by the com- 
mittee of moderate royalists at Paris. At the second restoration he was 
again in office, and attached himself to the party of Boyer-Collard, tlien 
first called doctrinaire. As professor of history, his lectures had a Euro- 
pean reputation, and he contributed his quota to journalism in the years 
preceding 1330. Under the new dynasty he had always been a man of 
MBk^atthetdbiueaBd wheaiAoffiaa. Alwayaamanofayatem, henow, 
aa teajga muuater, devoted aU hia aff^ 
jma aiith the atfaar fowaai of Saaofa, aaa thaagh 9^ 
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h%. taken to bqm pointA in kts policy, he succeeded,, in. ^|i%jGlftA|t4b 
powerful aad unscrupulous opposition, in stamping hit owm -IttHWrimflitf 
acts of the remainder of Loui:3 Philippe's reign. , 

Guizot found many difficulties when he took office. Thiers hnr! hroiight 
f very departmentof administration into confusion. Immense suppiementaix- 
creditfi had deranged the finances. The public securities had rapidly su^ 
under the men?icing aspect of the foreign relations of France. A waf<i3^<i 
irritated spu iL prevailed, acduloualy fostered by a portion of the English 
press, and by the acts and language of lord Palmerston. In fact, war waa 
inuaiiMiit; and tlid o]^06itt<m ia the cbambcr vegiided -with the greatest 
jwloiuiy iha aUghteit eoneeenon totfae ideM or piejiidioM of SngliuadL 

The oat8«trophe of a European war was aTerted if tiie temperate pc^li^ 
of X4>ttia Philippe, carried out by Guisot. It may be guessed how 
unpopular the task wae of stilling and calming down thia fiery TWtifflnl 
ardour in France, for ever boiling forth in fresh ebullition?. 

Before the resignation of the Thiers ministry, arrangements had be«n 
mSidii wlih the English government to remove the rtmains of the emperor 
Napoleon from St. Helena to the liupital dea Invalides, and for this 
purpose the frigate Belle Pof/lc and the corvette Favorite, had been do* 
spatched under the euuiuiaiid of the prince de J oinville. The expedition 
was received by the British authorities at the island with every mark of 
recfteot« The hody wtm dUiatemd by the English In the preeence of 
"F^Smsk oonuttiMttMta, sad on the eoffin being opeoed all were sttrpiafed 
at' the 'State <^ presenratum in which the remains were found. The 
features were still unchanged ; the akin pale as marble, but soft andflezi* 
ble ; the haade^ beautiful in life, were now more beautiful than ever ; the 
attitude was one of profound and calm repose, like that of a " warrior 
taking hi3 rest," after twenty years of battle and turmoil. Having beea 
placed on hoard the Belle Pottle^ the expedition set sail, but on the vray 
home fVU in with a merchant vessel, the captain of which told tlie prince 
that war had broken out between France and England, and that he might 
dail} LApect to he attacked by the English cruisers. The excitement ot 
party was therefore at the highest pitch during the remainder of the 
'Voyage ; and the French joumala haye ainoe declared, In that spirit 
of eentimental bmado which Frenchmen know so well how 
aaenme) lhat ihejF were all de termi ned to go to the bottom aoener ihm 
surrrendcr tbeiir alttige. But they, of ooniae, knew Tery w^ timfrtim 
British government would never be guilty of ao dastardly tm act, as to 
insult the body of a dead foe, and endeavour to prevent the fulfilment of 
his last wish, that he might ho buried on **thc banks of the Seine, la 
the midst of the French people, whom he loved so well." 

Guizot now strenuously devoted himself to the preservation of peace 
abroad, and the firm establishment of order at home. Far from adopting 
the war policy of Thiers, lie declared without hesitation that the decision 
of the four powers regarding Mehemet Ali must be taken as an fait 
accompU^ and that it was madness to think of plunging Europe in a war 
toieerve the interests ef an Afiriean despot A stem opposttien msl 
himtmtikct iehsa:dMr, but he 'did net abate one whi^f hia- reselaitfton Ml 
that acccrnnt, but faoed e?tty attack with nafiinohing courage* - The 
English, ia the mean time, pursued their course in Egypfcu iBcyiuntii. 
aadii&t^eaof dlAese wnns bcwAarded mill iMiilmsiil in ■lUiiMasiiiinjiaiiailiBiM 
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"WlA^^kfi'Bek^^'A^ its liroiasito itpmMluaamk' 

mB^fUamh P^Ughlfied Hts intention of snbnittfaig. Ho signed a • 
conTentipn on the 27Ui of Korember) 1840, hy which he agreed to 
eVkfeUafd SytM ttti resftore the Turkish flee^ upon condition that the 
alK*^<l poWera giiaranteed to him the hereditary pachalic of Egypt. This 
vexed questios, which had so long disturbed the tranquillity of Europe, 
and threatened to plunge her into a ^var, was tlius set at rest ; but there 
were others arising out of it which had still to be determined. Foremost 
amongst these was the erection of the fortifications around Paris. About 
this, strange to say, theve was no unanimity, not even amongst the 



and intrenchments in the midst of their dwellings could have any othet 
obfMi'tlian to keep them in awe ; as to the danger of a foieign invasion^ 
they laughed it to scorn, and declared themselves fully competent to 
defend their cities against a host, let the government act as it would. 

The bourgeoisie were anxious enough to see Paris secured against a 
repetition of the insults and degradation to which she was compelled to 
submit in 1814 and 181t5; but they feared that Louis Philippe's object 
was to render himself independent of them, and put himself in a position 
t» bid Manee to the populace by tiie aid of the regular aamy ame. 
pttt Mi good intentions to the test) they demanded that the detached forls 
stiosild Be connected by a wall, declaring that the fortifications woidd,' 
without tiiis, be almost powerless against a heiiegk^ Ibrce, although Hbmf 
might serve to put down revolt within. But tliig was opposed by the govern- 
ment on the ground of the great addition in the expenses which it would 
cinse. The legitimatists were nnwilling to see Louia Philippe thus 
intrenched and upheld in his usurpation, as they considered it, and opposed 
iho project with all their might. 

But whatever might be the value of these minor differences of opinioo, 
t&a great majority of tiie nation were so tiioroughly imbued wfth the^'Mr 
nMt| that they demanded the IbHifleations at all haaurds, and ^sdated 
uutt let the seeiet intentions of the Idng be what thej might, they wished 
to he protected against the yiolmee of a foreign soldiery. Louis Philippe 
WMB delighted, and Goizot was too much disposed to gratify him, and was 
^r.is placed in too precarious a position to offer any opposition. The for- 
tifications were erected, but they cost the nation nearly six million francs, 
and have been unable to save France from a worse enemy than a foreign 
aimy — the violent and headstrong passions of her own citizens. 

The war fever now subsided, and the middle classes, grateful for the 
restoration of public oredit, rallied round Goizot as the saviour of the 
countiT ; and at the eleetions of IMS gave him soidi support, tha* be 
fimnd bimssif no looffer dependent npon the wMme and oapriosa of the 
mnjority in the chambers. He was now enabled to turn his attention to 

rftions of internal reform, such aseopsrnghtinlitewry works, giving: 
author full possession for thirty-one years ; the promotion of railway 
enterprise ; and other useful projects of a similar character. The cry for 
parliamentary reform was beginning, however, to make itself heard already, 
but to this he turned a deaf ear. Rut when he announced his intention ' 
su] press seditious agitation, he instantly found himself engaged in. o^. 
Tiglent straggle with the press ; and prosecutione wm% Betttfiiot agaiulrtui 
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the neiripapera in all parte of the oooatiy, and dlluisftb ^msSk^ 
gaii^ iod beayy finat iMeMj dMaouc nofcatifleai oor djaMptwit 
AllayecL 

But iD Ihe Bildat of all tliia tumult aad apfmut ^tordcr, Fmnce wu 
OfUlj frogreavng ia the art of self-gofonment I>i8CUBBi9& lud £se 
aoope ; opinioos put forward, and canyassed with great eani«gtoMi. 
Parliamentary oratory reached a pitch of eloquence such as it never h(^f<^'r? 
nttf^ined. The debates in tlie ckanilier were characl^rised by a fire acd 
bniiian(;7 whirh can never appear but under a constitutional govemment. 
The conflicts between (niizot, Thiers, and Odillon Barrot, the leader of the 
reform party, were worthy of being compared to the Uncst displays in the 
British parliament ia the days of Pitt and Tox, and must make us for ev(jr 
regret that France hiid not had koM tnuning ia Ihe art of free dlicai- 
«tt. Had iMir atrtewMm m muea pet&e&ee and iatem^l as they bad 
dbqMeeia debate, diA mold haT« been not less xenowned far eonatite' 
tional fiberty than for yalaiir in livar, and skill in the arts. 

On the 1st of May the count de Padai the first child of the duke d*Or- 
leilUiy was christened with great pomp and solemnity, and thousands 
thronged the aisles cf the Notre Dame to witness the ceremony. But in 
a little more than a month afterwards, greater numbers still assembled to 
pay the lost tribute of respect to a fallen champion of dcmocitujy. Gamier 
Psg^s, the friend and companion of Armand Carrel, was dead. They had 
entered into the arena of politics at the same period j but while Carrel 
confined hid labours to the press, Pages defended the republicaji cauac m 
tiie chamber, and waa diatinguiihed for the &nroiir of hia eloqtience aad 
flieMtiBg keenaaaaof hk attecka upon the paihr ia poirer. Kov that 
be waa gene, ia the faJl Tigour of manhood, all were anxious to gif« 
tokens of their respect to his niaBiory»and their appreciation of hialabom 
We haye ahready had occasion^ more than once, to allude to the cuatm 
yP BTalen t amongst the Parisians, of making funerals serve the purposes of 
political deTnon«?trations. Meetings for discussion, so common amongst us, 
dt) not seem r k y of French soil. The people there would consider a night's 
speech making so much waste of time, did it not pare the way for an 
appeal to ta rns. Calm, un impassioned d(?bateis a thing unknown amongst 
the masses. All is iuiy, threats, and denunciatioiis, cannon, bayoncU, 
barricades and grim death. The consequence has bee% that the most 
liberal goTerameat that haa ew esdated baa been jealoua of aeeing largs 
aaariialilacna anllnrtad in the oonaidaiEatftQa of pofilieal subjecta. Thm 
waa no gaaiaatae that the mooting would not adjourn to the stroeta, tear 
np the pafing^teneai and declare war agaiaat authority. That this e^ 
Teaoemoe of paaaioa wvmld hare cooled down imder the influence of time, 
training, and experience, we have no doubt what ever, but, unfortunately, 
the copRtitutional system in France was but a "flash amidst darkness, too 
brillimt to last." Ere she had well tasted the sweets of freedom^ the cn^ 
wa^ dashed from her lips. 

Eut wiiat we have stated is an undoubted fact, and the obstaclef 
thrown by the authoriLies in the way of large meetings of any kind 
^eanesd the agitators to hail the death of an eminent man with a sort of 
aislttiiMiy «alaBfactien> Hia faaend waa made a great poliUeal demoa^ 
ftyien, and the oration peonounced oyer hia tamb was generally a 
Wlliaat tirade agaiaat the pail^ in power^ aad waa Itatenel tp bj the 
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«Mttfi«f8 WiCk l!ie foaoMt smL tRia sndsr stay madmber what took 
'ifiioe ftt die toenl of M. Ikdong, md tiw deplomUb evwte vUth 
followed that of general Lamaraae. Upwards of tw^ty t^nmind mea 
4|0lowed the hearse of Garoiar fag^ aad in tiie haDoms paid <o the 
remains of the nMier of do moeBacy, tnay bid defiaiw to the aiooarofay 
ttid the ministry. 

His d^ ath left a vacancy in the chamhcr of deputies, and Ledru Ptollin, 
a young advocate, who hnd trained considerable celebrity by his brilliant 
defence of political prisoners, before the court of peers, sought the suf- 
frages of the electors of Mons, the place which Gamier Pages had repre- 
sented. His speech on the huBtings was violent in the exti'eme, and, 
tithough he was elected almost unanimously! the goyernment determined 
to proseciite him. But the alttiiabar took unbiage at Hhk intearfeieiLoe 
with tiia freedom of speech of one of its membera; declared the profecu- 
tion a breach of privilege, and appointed aoneof Uie ablest of itsaieiiibeva 
— Aiago, Berryer, Marie, and Odillon Barrot — to defend the traverser. He 
was, ne^ratheless found guil^, aad saatenoed to pay a fine of 3,000 francs, 
nnd be imprisoned for four months. An appeal was, however, lodged 
upon a technical point of law, and the decision of the court below finally 
reversed. licdru Kollin thus entered the ohamber moiQ hostile to the 
government than ever. 

Events now became every day more exciting. Ever since the dispute 
concerning the aifairs of Egypt, public atteution had been more strongly 
dhected towards foreign ai^rs, and the controversy upon the right of 
Mszch now occupied the minds of all. This had besA for oenturies a bone 
of contention between England and the oontinental states. Host writers 
on intemationai law haye eoneeded to nations engaged In war the right to 
search neatral vessels, to ascertain whether they were carrying the means 
of renstance to their enemic ^ To affoed aid to either party in any war is 
to violate the neutrality, and submission to a search is the only guarantee 
which can be afforded to the bclH^'crenu that the shipg of other powers 
do not forfeit their claim to freedom from molestation. This is a principle 
which can hardly be dijsputed ; yet England, being so often engaged in 
maritime wars, brouji^ht odiumonhersi li amongst foreigners by the firmness 
with which a regard for her own scxicLy compelled her to assert it. ii had 
been the subject of constant disputes with Louis XIY. and with the Butob, 
and, last of all, during the wars of Ka$deon» she aBserted her olahns 
towwdssmanerstateswithmeralosscigo^ ButFeaneehadalwayssteadily 
refused to concede them ; antil» npon the accession of Loins Philippe^ a 
treaty having been signed between him and the British government for 
the suppresnon of the slave trade, the latter representedy and withper£aet 
truth, that i*: rould never be enforced, unless the cruisers of each nation 
were permitted to search suspicions vessels hoisttng the colours of either. 
^Vithout this, the slaver coTild invariably escape by showinir a different 
fla^ from that of her pursuer. A convention was therefore signed in 
November, 1831, by which the two governments agreed to concede the 
Reciprocal right of search of all vesseli suspected of uaixying negro slav^; 
and the presence of letters, manacles, or other apparatus employed in the 
tmnsportation of negroes was dedaiad to be anffioient gronnda for seising 
npon the ship^ and bringing tibe eaftain and crew to trial be^bco Ae 
of the neateat ookNiy of ik» nmbm, to vhiah aha betoiigBd* JL 
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flpecud oonvention» to take place every year, wai to £3: lUe numla of 
crui3er» which each coantrj should keep on foot, but in r.o oase iri^ Up 
S«Mtar#CeAe to bedoBble liiatof the othei; This «crfmgem9^t ooa* 
timed in fiuree until the dispute on ^yptiandfaixs temporarily suspjendc^ 
the amicaLle relations exiftting between the two powers. When Gukol 
came into Qf&o& in 1840, it was again renewed, and most of the EuropefUi 
states drawn into it. But on the British goveniment requesting Ameiioa 
to do the samo, she flatly refused, and declared that if any attempt were 
made to violate her flag, she would repel it with all the force at her dis- 
posal. When this heeame known in France, it produced a profound 
sensation. All parties cned bhome upon the recicant minister that haJ 
allowed France to submit to an agreement which America repudiated 
iriUi indignatien* The meiehants loudly ezdaimed that their ship^ 
cmrs, «ndeargoe8 would now be at the mercy of the bitterest enemy of 
France, and their most energetic riyals in trade, and that eyery means 
iMmUL be taken to delay and keep them under pretence of searching for 
elaiWef and the republicans and the great mass of the people saw in the 
whole affair only a new attempt on the part of England to assert her 
usurped and hateful supremacy over the seas. The exasperation ren' hed 
such a pitch, that it was at one time feared that the ministry would be force-d 
into a war. An amendment to the address denouncing the right of search 
-was carried by the opposition by a large majority. The chamber was 
diaeohred^ but the new one waa equally refractory, so that Gulsot iraa 
ftt length obliged to relinquish the attempt in despairi and tlie agitation 
tben gradually calmed dow'n. 

It mas during this struggle that Lamartlne separated from the conccrr 
fative partyi and threw himself into the ranks of the opposition. His first 
speech after his secession was delivered in the lofty and omato style 
which characterises all his works, glowing with imagery, and set oft by 
a commanding figure and a clear but melodious elocution. In it he 
reviewed the acta of each ministry which had assumed the reins of power 
fince tl^, revolution, and condemned them all as dictated by a policy 
grhi<4l wea fake to tliepnnciples ujpon which the new regime had arisen^ 
mi then in lofty strain justified lus own defection, warned the gorem- 
PHent to beware of the precipice of ruin upon Vhich it ^as blindhr 
rusbingr^HQ^ p|EDclaimcd himself the apostle of progress and the heralu 
of a new,, era|., ' But throughout the whole of theso debates Guizdi 
displayed an . amount of courage and ability whieli called forth the 
admiration of his bitterest opponents, and mingled their hate with fear 
and respect. Ho was ever at his post, ready to face every attack; 
and his position was the more arduous, as while scarcely or.e of 
his opUc^ues hud a^y skill in debating, against him were ranged socio 

t)ie abl^' men in. Stance. It uraa a stirring sight to him, when 
spirit and th^ Anglophobia wea at its height, a8Cen4 fhotribitfe 
f^4.)^^7'S>^9claim lua conviction that England was the ifV^est axi^v^t 
iV^iil.^DomrTatiTO ceuQtry.in the world, far befoi^ France in jdl thijt 
^^ai|y maKcs a nation great : and when the Mountain sprang from their ^eat^ 
advanced, shook their fists at him, and foamed at the nioiit^i with ragt 
^/wi fur}', crying, " Down with the minister of English interests 1" there he 
^ijl. stood, pale as marble, but calm and collected, his thin lip c'irlinn--vtith 
<4i«5*?j'j%fi<i,^^M.PJ,ta>l^Ai^^ scpruj and, waiting till tlie^ t^pmpei^t ^ej}, 
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JM^cVKadCTi in Algeria, abont this time, gratified the national vanity/ 
d2t for a time soot^ied the murmur of opposition or disoontenty HAtii th^ 
qtle'ation of parliamentary reform again raised new storms around the 
feronc. The great obstacle to it was the king himself, who would hardly 
allow it to be spoken of in his presence. Both he and Guizot affected to 
treat the agitation with contempt, as the "babbling of a few demagogues, 
and refused to belieye that the mass of the people wished for any change. 
By the continued efforts of the opposition in the chamber, howeyeri the 
aiibjcct was forced upon their attention, and a cabinet ooiiiieiliM 

Tnileriea, in Jannary, 1812, to consider it. Tho dnke of Orleant 
Ij^' inrescnt, and it was fully expected that he would support it. Ho 
i/lris a cold, haughty soldier, but had profoundly aludied the French 
revolution and English history, and had come to the conclusion that it is 
better by far to make concessions ere it is too late, than afterwards be 
obliged to regret the lost opportunity. But on the present occasion, to 
the surprise of all, he steadily opposed all change, and it was surmised 
by those who knew him well, that he was anxious to reserve parlia* 
muntary reform for the commencement of his own reign, so that he 
mi^ht appear to odebrato his accession to the throne by a graceM yields 
tloK of the popular demands. The king was dettgbtted, and 
subject indefinitdj postponed. 

A great blow was now about to fall on the monarchy of July. Loui^ 
Ploli]^ was a man of domestic habits, devotedly attached to his family, 
s^d proud of his sons* military achievements. He had now for twelve 
years f^)Ught against the rage of factions, and baifled the schemes of a 
Kost of enemies, in the hope that he would transmit his crown as an 
inheritance to his children ; and of these none was so tenderly loved as 
the duke of Orleans, notwithstanding his brusq^ue manners and undis- 
guised opposition to many of his father's opinions. He was a gallant 
aotdieiTj and had many a time led the legiona <n Fkanoe to victory, with ft 
^t^ffl^ and courage worthy of older generals. His attaohnrtnt to oott^ 
^S^Qonal principles, and his hatred to the despotisms of tllda eontififlift 
irere, yell known, and it was fondly hoped that when he ascended the 
jSilbiie JPrance would regain her ancient position, and oblige the world to 
Xeapect her not less for her valour in war than for progress in the arts <rf 
peace. But these hopes were destined never to be realised. 
' On the lf3th of July, 1842, the duke was about to set off for St. Omer, 
to review the troops . of the district ; but before going he resolved to 
drive down to Neuilly, to bid adieu to the roval family. After the 
^pection of the corps (tarmfe, it was arranged that he should join the 
"lefs of Orleans at a watering-plaoe called TlombftM. On mK wily 
feuilly the lioffsea in his carriage became xeative, and the postilion 
dng hu control over them, they set off at great speed. The princef, 
terleeining irom him that he could no longer restrain them, leaped out 
<Sf the carriage, and alighted on his feet, but the shock was so great as t6 
produce a concussion of the brain, and he fell heavily on the road. He 
was canied into a cottage hard by, and the news having been carried to 
the chateau, the king and queen, and all the royal fuoilj, hastened to 
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Ms bedside. The humblo abode in which the heir of ilie throne waf 
lying was scaxce sufucient to contaia them all. The prince's surgeon 
and th^miakters wme brought fiott Buuiwiik all speed, but at the 
toft Q^Mioe which the Umaor boitcMred vtfOBi Mb paftioiti ha ^echmd 
ftm was DO hofe. ConsciouMteM had iKwex xetnniedy aad a Imt 
ineohemt wotda, indiatincUy uttaned ia the Grennan laagnagB, wer:* 
fha onlf fflgn that life atill lingered^ All tha gnat offiieera of the 
state, and the prince's friends and companions in arms, had noir 
assembled. Four hours passed on— hours of unutterable anguish. 
Around the bed knelt the queen and the princesses, praying and wecp« 
ing, while the young princes availed in silence im iteard upon the prostrate 
form of their brother. The king, erect, immovable, preserved in his 
gi iui that iniieiiBle composure which he had act^uired in ^ears of trial 
and adyersity. Tha aaigeona employed eyerv means which ikUl and 
aaiense could aiiggeafe ta leatm oonaaioiMngaa» out in Tain ; and towixda 
the doae of a day of fearful agony, a slight quickening of the pdaa 
heinkanad tha la«t struggle of manhood in ita prime agaanat the fdl 
daitrajer; a few minutes after a long drawn sigh, aad a oonrolam • 
movement of the limbs, and then all was for ever still. 

A burst of grief from all present told that hope was gone, and well 
might they wail their loss. Such a death was half a revolution. The 
monarchy, never secure, was now destined to be delivered to the stormy 
uncertainties of a regency. The king's calculations wei-e all at faulty he 
was wounded no less keenly in his power than in his a^Beetion. 

^e year 1643 tiie Eight of Seaich queatim^ was finally tettled by 
tha conahinan of tha tceaiy between the four great powera, to tiia 
endnaion of Fianoe. Ameriea eonaented to keep a fixree on foot tha 
purpose of oxeiainig a surveillanee over her own ye8sel% but afeaad* 
fostly s^iaed to aUow af inftadeieiiea on the past of ai^ toaigtt 
atate. 

This affair had scarcely been settled when news arrivL^d of the occi: na- 
tion of the isfland of Tahiti by admiral Bupetit-Thuvi irs. The inhabit- 
ants of this island had been civilised and converUid to Christianity by the 
missionaries Iruai England, and was by every one considered to be under 
British protection. The queen Pomare, in every way acted under 
fha advka af mmu mn rmiif and the people ware making progreea 
iHiioh proneiiad at no diatani day to entitle theB& to xaak aaiaggat th# 
oudHsed nationa d the world. Tiaaag^ wwa in thta poetliioiL whaa 
the Fiendi began to look ahout inr 9ome place to plant * oolony, aoil 
establish a station for their navy. They bad fixed their eyes upon New 
Zealand, but being antieipatcd in this quarter by, the English, they at 
last fixed upon Tahiti. Admiral Diipetit-Thouai--^, therefore, cast nn«'"hor 
in the roads oif the island, and sent catholic missionaries ashore, and 
called upon I'omare to place herself under the protection of France. By 
a mixture of pcrsua&iou and coercion he at last sueceedt^d in inducing 
her to do so, noiwithatanding the iHroteeta and oppositkm of the pro^ 
tMftMrt waialen ; bttt att tha mild of Ifr . Frlte^^ 
flbacwas adivad by him to aaMrt her rights and hoist hinr oim fla^ 
Bapetit Thouara called upan har t» stiike it, and on her xafiiBing ta 
comply, landed and took posseasion of the island for the king of tha 
y re ncii i p la ted jftntdid naiar anwt» and itii|pla^ tb» atmart ana|tr 
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nes^ and insolenco towards the unfortunate queen, as well as the com» 
maiider of the British mnn-of-war in the roads. Many of the people fled 
for refuge to the mountains, and tnok up arms against their invaders • 
mudi violence and bloodshed fuUoNred; the English missionaries had 
thmr liotises wrecked, their property dcatroyed, and were subjected to 
diUjr ioraiiB from the Jesuit emissaries of the Propaganda. When the 
news readied Fnmoei Uw surprise of the gorenuiiait trie extreme. The 
admiral IukL entirely gone beyond Ms inetrnotumsi end the king 
that his acts should he diwyowed. But the miniatomfeiredtfae agitatieD 
wiiioh this might cause, as the French puUie do not, unlbrtimawyy look 
so nmcli at the abstract justice of thmgs — ^thdr positive rightness ott 
wrongncss - -as at their relation to military glory, and the materials they 
afford for self- laudation. What would be " insolent ag^esf^ion " on the 
part of any foreign country, if committed by their own army or navy, is 
in their eyes but a legitimate and praiseworthy assertion of the honneur 
du pavilion. 

The li rititih government imperatively demanded compensation for Mr.. 
> PHtohard, and tne repudiation of BupetitThouars's yiolence ; and although 
Giilyot was irell awaie that if he yislded either of these he imtM be 
OQtwed 'With obloquy and denomioed aa a traitcHr,^ he did not hesitate to 
t0Bkifw the liiie of dnty^ and make ample reparation. His eonxage and 
integrity were never more full displayed than in thiaaffiur* 

The Tictories of the prince de Joinville over the emperor of Moioeeo 
happened opportunely to sooth the woimdod vanity of the nation. The 
French had now for nearly twenty years been extending their ronquesta 
in Africa. The just punishment of a piratical town had been made the 
pretext f*)r the subjugation of a large tract of country Eurrounding 
Algiers. The value of the acquisition by no means compensated for the 
expenditure of blood and money which were required to retain it ; but 
it afforded employment for the army, and a safe field for the outpouring 
of tixep^t-uppassioaaofdisooiiileBtedsi^xits. Thetenntory was baneii. 
Aiiiottrtiiin or deserti a&d towna ilemly defiBiidid by wild ti^MS, wh» 
fonglit XQOstly on h^rselaek, fled without hesitatioii on tl^ approadi of a 
fo^'md returned the next moment to harass his retreat. ^Uie leader e£ 
tiMia was Abd-el-Eader, Ihe emir or chief of a powerful ^aa, who was 
]>«7SS€Ssed of genius and warlike skill unusual amongi?t his countrymen, 
He cheered their fainting spirits, and led them on again and ag-nin to 
attack the infidel irwader, ^ivhen the courage of the bravest had begun to 
droop. Lot him be defeated ever so often, he was found in the field at 
the head of anoth^ army in a few days after, unconquered and uncon- 
querable. Profound devotion to the principles of hia creed, and firm 
cotivictlon in the fatalism which accompanies it, were iu him united 
with' the fiery raloiir asid voMMag hope el the CBuisllBs wanior.. 
Hefrtrted en a i^endid Aiah dMrgsr he was th» star ai the batOa-' 
i!eK4' i^^g brightest where danger was thtdcest ; and wherever hie 
sabre flashed the fainting squadrons took heart again* Hiddew beneath 
ttiiM warlike exterior, he had a heart tender and romantfie as a aaaien'ai 
and all fire in action, in the repose of his tent he was an enthusiastic 
dredmer^ imploring of Alia and the Prophet to make him the deliverer of 
"his Aattve eands from the accursed track of the Giaour, that true believera 
mi^% blees his memory throagk aU eomuig tssa^ fiat what otn^ld thsi t 
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belbre them day by day ; and it was with Mneffow andr^UMtion. t^idn 
saw his brsrest fall back from those impenetrable aqfmam Mke fovn 
from a roolc, whilst the steady roUintj; fire of the columTig strewed the 
earth with the dead and dying. Valour and patriotism were alike useless 
against men who had made war a deadly science, and conquered as 
coolly as they would perform an experiment in natural philosophy. Tlie i 
implacable Bugtaud chased him at last across the frontier, and compelled ' 
liim to take refuge in the dominions of the emperor of Morocco. Here he 
^ras, at thepniod of wlii<^ we are now wiitiag, H« kid ttvirad bun tke 
HMt of his foroes, oonaistiiir of a few hvudxed omlioiv, wte i«uaHl 
fidthibl to the last. Marshal Bogeand demanded his cxtradkloiiy otIub 
expulsion, but with this the empoor very propeily leiiiaed to oomptv, 
whilst the emir did all in his power to stir him up against the French, 
and indxice him to e8X>ouse his cause. Aided by the M usaulman doctors, 
and otlicr fanatics, who looked upon the infidels with a pious horror, 
these clforts were not altogether imsuccessful, and at last a dispute about 
the boundary line of his territory precipitated the crisis. 

In May, 1842, a skirmish took place between the French and the 
Hoors, but without any express declaration of war, in which the former 
were of oourae viotonoua; and tills led to the frequent iwim ee of 
luMtQities between tiie troops on the oulpoets. Insults haTing iMsn 
. offisred aome inegokr troops to genextd Bedeau, w hilst engaged 
bx a passiTe conference with £l-Guennaoui, the cadi of Oachad, ihej 
were avenged them by a terrible onslaught, in which three hundred 
of the natives were slain. This at last attracted the attention of th« 
government at home ; and notwithstanding the strenuous opposition of 
the English, Guueot was obliged to comply with the popular clamour, 
and make preparations for vigorous operations. The prince de JoinTilld 
therefore received orders to cruise along the coast of Morocco, with three 
efaips bf the line, a frigate, and Ibur e mw aeie, and place himself under I 
the oidexa of maxahai Bugeaud. The latter bated the prinee* Hie i 
kimself a soldier of Ibrtune, rough and uneouA in w mamniHi, mk 
looked with unutteraiUe scorn upon all military men who did not om 
rank to their swords alone. When, therefore^ JoinyiUe applied to 
him for instructions, he sent him word that he had none for him, aad Md 
do as he pleased, and he would do the same. Whereupon the prince, 
with the fiery ardour which characterised all his acts, drew up his fleet 
under the walls of Tangier, a fortified town opposite Gibraltar, and there 
awaited the answer of the emperor to an ultimatum which had been sent 
MdI on the part of the French. The appointed day pa^ed by without 
an jr reply, ai^ tlie fadnAardttent was iumMjMij comfneneed with mat 
figour. The vessels opened tiieir fire at' half-past eight in the i^^ iF fS^ ', 
and by ten o'clock the Moorish batteiiea wsce a&eoeedf the fevti§eillBi| 
^smaMtled, and the town laid in ruins. 
'!^lve days after\\ nrds the fleet cast anchor oS Mogador, a tvmmifcfieli 
entirely the private property of the emperor. The houses and 
gardens were let by him, and form, in fact, one of the principal parts of 
hia reTuQue. Since the occupation of Algiers by the Freneh, H M 
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beccoBe idao the great emporium for the commerce of the interior, and 
WftB on tho whole the most important place in his dominions. The 
lioistpnittg <tate <tf tiie weather retarded the attack for some days, but it 
mMw^'Um^mmmmei in light ^araeit Tk^mistaaoeoa tibuepart 
0$^4miMimmmtm vHMmtB, te }mm the&r emperor waa dafanding liia 
' ligods. The fire was kept up on both aides with tmnan^oiii 
with doablAtl mieesssy until 60(^ aoldiers e£Esoted a landing 
.CBa4tf the steamers under a heavy fire of musketry, and, futchiog 
a compass, carried the batteries at the point of the bayonet, and drove 
the Moors, after a desperate fftruggie, to take refuge in a mosque. Things 
were in this position when the night came on, and on the morrow the 
Moors surrendered ; and when the French fieet lefib the harbouTi not 000 
Mone of Mogador remained upon the other. 

In the mean time Abd-el-Kader had been preaching a crusade against the 
in the interior, and had wrought up the religious enthusiasm of 
Ik* Mwnlmani Id WMk a pitoh ihafc aa army of 30,000 men ranged 
iktmmhm nader the ovdsn of the emperor's son, who celled upon 
iMTBhal Bugeaud toevnenaie his positions (mi the mntien of Morocco, 
and boasted that he would soon plant the crescent on the walls of 
Algiers itself. All the mountain tribes rushed with enthusiasm to take 
fiart in the expedition, believing it imposiible that the Fieiwk Qould 
withstand so redoubtable a force. 

The two armies met on the banks of the laly, and when Bugeaud had 
aasembkd all his forces, he found them scarcely a third of those of his 
enemies. But there could hardly be a doubt as to the result. Iliinsclf, 
iUrce, energetic, and indomitable, a Frank chieftain of the olden time in 
unitVimy and nnder hie command, siieh inen 
ku, tho 000 fiery aeMwit In the diarge, and the other cold but 
tempered steel, what ^nkdiidplined host could withatand him ? 
of .too battle was iq^t in gaietjr and nyoioings. A sumptuous 
rii.aamd up in tho. camp for the offiossea; the trees around were 
with coloured lamps, which spread a variegated light upon the 
liver and the foliage : the bands played in the centre of the square, and 
^Ued the warm and perfumed air of the clear African night with martial 
l^nds, and warmed the blood of the soldiers like the wine that flowed 
U^lhe glasses all around. The dancing and singing and merriment were 
proMkmcted till the hot sun paled tho tiickering lights of the fete, and then 
tbus dwns .beat i^.mJ^ and the army passed on to thf bA^tle as to ^ 
otiimge of r smusem wi t i^ Wm they approached tlia|looi»sii.oampi thej 
A0li4ijka(enemy (^o^iintjnopi^ tpreoeivo^ An immense body 
tMliiir OflKTOred the ,cmt «C hiUlf «nd as the Frehok approached, 
.t^ingp spread thepMOlYCS out, so as to outflank and surround them in 
of a halfin<K>n, mingling wild yelia witb the roll of twenty 
muskets. Never was there a more wonderful display of the 
nugbt of discipline. The French army continued to advance without 
jn^vering or hesitation, trusting implicitly in the skill of their officers. 
The tirailleurs loaded and fired, lying flat on their faces, while the 
artiUery, ievtilled with the precision of tho most deadly science, vomited 
^f^pe oyer their heads, and spread confusion through the rankii of the 
m^9^ff At thU moment th0:aa7alxy wss brought up^ i{n4s^^6f*rA 
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ftr in pimoit, and when separaMtem thmr own forees, a flbnaiw kwf 
of Mooikli eavalien, 10,000 strongs hiMiii id. HMtidl^iMir appioiMll* 
Tha teflMT did not in all number more than one thousand, but ikuik 
commander, Colonel Morris, drawing his eword, called on his men to 
follow him and rushed to the encounter. The struggle was fearful, the 
odds were so great. They mingled and fought man to man in a frightful 
meltJe, in which discipline was useless, and strength of arm, and skill in 
the use of the eabre could alone decide. The result waa still doubtful, 
wh«>n a body of infantry coming up, began to single out the ikioord 
with their riflef^ and hiiimiilili ly put Hmm t» MpdL The Tietoey 
mm wm. Oftfaacmmy 2,000 munatd la tin fisU^teierwiiada^ 
aad their camp ammimitifln mi, bagM* iail iato Ifai hndi q£ th» 
victors. The loss of UMBrirMi but trxtti^. 

The joy which tiie newi eltiiese victories spniid thmiglii France was 
unbounded. The delight was greater because it was suppeeed that ^g^«H 
looked upon them with a jealous eye; butin truth there was eyerydisposlioa 
on our part to act towards France in a spirit of conciliation and good 
faith ; although the rage which the latter displayed for military glory by no 
means found favour in the eyes of a people so zealously commercial, and 
so attached to peace as we haye of late years become. The two countries 
were drawn together closer than ever by the interchange of visits which, 
took i^aee betwM Lone Philippe tad qveen Yictasia, ia 1844. 
lur majesty infrsBptemd hwpwilwitiwi of going to Fnnoe^ tbe Migli 
of the Freaeit king was ertiwi. fiisgmlaiiaiilioD, ehfldkhMiifl^ I 
ieem, was to take mquestioned isak amongst the European ' 
and this spontaieoas mit oa thai part of the monarch of a powerful itile 
was, in his eyee, a eonsecration. On the 2nd of Septen]d>er the qaaia 
landed at Treport, and proceeded to the Chateau d'£u. Louis Philippe 
did the honours in a style of great magnificence. There was nothing 
from morning till night but a succession of splendid banquets, rides in the 
forests, and pic-nics on the grass. Politics and royalty seemed forgotten 
for the time, and Guizot and lord Aberdeen chatted and hob-nobbed" | 
as if they had never written snarling dcspatchesi or tried to foil one 
atnoHier la diplsmaHe hitiigqeai The king retomdlkaiMit during the 
aame Tecfi and waa ailramely ipdl laadM kj tka people 

These aiidiM&y other ■ikioraetB4tfiiilanmflB^ ^hmi 
Ihe two countries an « friendly footing. But thk mnUnie eardiaU was 
rudely broken in upon la 1846, by the event known as the Spanish 
marriages." We have already adluded to the king's anxiety for the 
aggrandisement of his family, and the strengthening of his dynasty, by 
establishing ties of relationship between his house and that of some other 
royalty. The troubled state of Spain had led to the interference both of 
France and England, for the restoration of tranquillity, and the intiuence 
which the former thus acquii*ed was exerted to procure the hand of the 
infanta of Spain for the duke de Montpensier^ Louis Philippe's youngest 
a«it« The marriage waa adakartid haal£ly, to the neaife auipriae and 
tndigiiatian of iha other limeaii pema; fia^and m particnMr, wte i 
vehemently protestedi The Jmnoh ktog thought tiiis affiur m- jdmIk* ' 
Etroko of policy, but it was in reafily a gross blunder. Far fromatzcngth- 
eaiag hto fosl^ ia 9a;vad the vagr fe Jm dea^^ Itmmd Iht 
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jecddnsry of his neighbours, and a^rakencd the BUBpioIons of the French 
p^iBfple, iinforturifitt'ly too well f iimded, that it waa not so mudi the 
iretfare of Jb'rance that he had at heai t, as the stability of the manvchy 
And the consolidation of his own dynasty. His craft was his ruin. 

The period irom 1844 to 184G was one of great commercial pro^p(n'ify. 
Por tunes were rapidly achieved, and the mania of speculatiou seemed lo 
kAve seized upon the middle cloasea like a fever. In th€ race to be rich 
iKkaMty and inbllo ttrtaii wm too nibm loot tight of* Gras licentious- 
IMBB and the abmoe (Amoral restraial Meai loliaTe iMgnad t^ni[^ the 
isikgth n.rnl breadth of the lend. Thexmifder of the dnokcss de Praslin 
Served to show tlie hi«leoiM corruption of manneiB that pervaded all ranks 
of life, and presaged some fearful storm that would purify the moral 
atmosphere. The ecnrci^y during the ^^nnter r>f 1846-7 did not in any 
way militate aa^ainsr. tlio government. The li arrests on the folio vv'in^ 
Btunmer were plenteous, and the vineyardjj were productive, and 
general abundance followed. The political horizon was clear, save in 
one quarter, wheae a cloud hung no larger than a niaii a hand, bui ii 
contained the nucleus of a deluge. Murmurs began to be heard against 
cAoial eoKropCioiiy and the agitatisn for parHamsntiiy vefonn wiexenewed; 
%ttt CKdsot, as if efemdc wifii blindness hy sn Ml«*seeiBg PioTidencey 
rr fused to Inlievc in hb danger, and, self-wuled to iJub last, intrenched 
kteseif behind his large majority in the chamber. But what a chamber 
and what a majority ! France had a population of thirty-five millions, 
and ofthese only about two hundred and sixty thousand were in possession of 
th" cIlm toral franchise. Hosts of government function aries, disciplined 
like an armr, and spread all over the country, were employed openly in 
intimidating, cajoling, and bribing this handful of electors, whom they 
far outnumbered. The consequence was, the majority uf the deputies 
vstomed to ^ chamh^ were dependent, directly or indireody upon the 
gtmrfUBent. The ministry eonld at idl times oommaad at least a hundred 
and sixteen votes, and this odious and anomalous system was justified on 
the ground that tiiie people were not ripe for a change, and that if the 
hsisis of election were widened, it would thiow the electoral colleges into 
the hands of the democrats. Thus the government was rotten to the 
core. Guizot himself was pure from even a suspicion of unfair dealing; 
but all his subordinates were shamelessly and openly corrupt, and that 
he eiiouid have remained at the head of such a system, and pertinaciously 
opposed the slightest conccision to the just demands of the people must 
for ever remain a blot upon his fame, and damp our admiration of his 
thlents and eloqneaee. But he alienated the bourgeoisie, and in the hour 
eif trial they desertsd the mjonarohy . 

While the minister was thus fortifying himsdf against clamour by his 
Ate-paid majority, Louis Philippe seemed eYSiy di^ to become more and 
more imbecile, fie waa now well stricken in years, and the infirmities 
of age or the death of hi? sifter, who had always been his best counsellor, 
seemed to have totally pnr ily^ed his energies. After the Spauish mar- 
riages he gave no e\ nee of his former activity and love of cornmand, 
but left everything to tlie minister. The infatuation which boUi of them 
displayed seems almost incredible. 

*■ The agitation for reform, in the mean while, went on. Public meetings 
cod banquets wwe held in yarions parts ef the Idogdomi whidh were 

o 2 
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attendcil by the leaders of the opposition, the principal of whota wer^ 
U Jill on liarrot and Lodru Eollin. The former was a man of groat 
tarnuo'.ncss of purpose, but moderate in hh opinions, and desirous of 
■winning tho struggle by purely cunsliLutioaal means alone. Ltdru 
Bolliu, on tho other hand, was violent, fluent, and xinscrupulous, and, 
sbove all, amlntioiii. Both were adyocatea. Tiiiers remauied neatialy 
but Lamartina thzew himielf heart and aool into the movement. He vm 
the son of a country gentleman, and, as he himaelf aaya, pasaed hia yoa& 
in oheourity, in traTel, in atudy» and in retreat" Ho waa already well 
knoT^noi to the public aa the author of one or two works of considerable 
ability, and as a poet of no ordirsary pow(T and brilliancy. 'W'hen be 
entered politieal life, he rras a sup] orter of the iii'^nanhy and a conserra- 
tivc, but time and experience disgusted lum with the vagaries of power, 
and threw him into the ranks of the people. He had latterly beeome 
distinguished in the chamber by the fervid eloquence of his attacks upon 
the corruptions of the government. Atone or two of the reform banquets 
he put forth hia aentinienta with more <haa uaoal eameatneea. Sueh waa 
the atate of things whan the aesaion opened in 1847. IThe winter waa cold 
and bright, and Pavia in a hlaae of gaiety, ftiydily, and qdcndour. 
Keyer did the canriages rattle faater along the bouleyarda, new wesa the 
aaloons so crowded, the theatres so full, the dresses and the equipages so 
fihowy. The cries of the poor were unheard and unheeded, and the idle, 
and the dissipated revelled in the pleasures which Paris, before all the citit-j 
in the wc rld, oilers in profusion. Society was like a whited sepulchre, 
outwardly fair to the eye, but within dead men's boues and all imclean- 
nes3. None spent a thought on the future, or dreamed of the feaiiui 
precipice to which tho blindnew of those in power was hurrying them. 
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CHAPIEJR VIL 

XB£ E£Y0l«UTI02( OF ISiS—TliE ESTABLISHMENI OF XUEAEPUfiUO 

— i:(su^iiECiioN olf JU^^B. 

Traapccth of the kin^ in opening the chambers attacked tliose wiio had 
attended lUu rci'urm LaruiuoU aa iiostilo to liimsclf and blind to results. 
Many of the deputies were of course amongst the number, and were thus 
exceedingly imtated, so that the debate on tiie address was unusually 
fierce and asimated. Thiera made a brilliant onslaught on the foreign 
policy of the goyemmcnt, while Odilion Barrot addressed himself mora par- 
tieularly to the question of reform, and defended the conduct of those who 
bad attc nded the banquetSi and Lamartine declaimed against any iuterferenco 
with the l ight of meeting. To put the matter to a test, tlio oppositiou 
leaders promised to attend a banquet which had been got up by lliu 
twelfth arrondissement of I'aris. It was to take place on the 20th of 
February, 1848. The government announced its intention of suppressing 
it by force. The opposition then met to consider what course it would be 
bust to adopt, and came to the resolution that it would be traitorous to 
the country to Buocomb quietly. They therefore resolved upon attending 
at the appointed place, and protesting against this illegal violence ; but 
they learnt before evening Inat no banquet would take place. We shall 
relate what followed in the words of Lamartine. 

*' The goYemment, however, foreseeing the events which might arise 
from sucli an agitation and tension of the public mir.d, had drawn a largo 
number of troops into Paris or around it. They were rated at fii\} -fi vo 
t'lousand men. The artillery of Vincennes had orders to present it.-ilf 
on the iiiat summons at the Faubourg St. Antoine. By dispositions 
carefully studied, and made as far back as 1830, in anticipation of insur- 
rection, posts had been assigned to dilFerent bodies in tlic various quarters 
of the city. Each body of insurgents, hemmed in, or intercepted by 
these posts, would bo withheld from joining others ; the fort of Mount 
Valerian was to be occiipied by a strong garrison, mounted on the road 
b;;tween Paris and St. Cloud. Thirty-seven battalions of infantry, one 
battalion of Chasseurs d'Orl&mi, three companies of engineers, twenty 
squadrons, four thousand veterans of the municip al guard, and five batte- 
ries of artillery, fonued the garrison of ihe capital. 

The nii'ht was passed in silence — the silence of a city reflecting before 
action, 'i he morning did not prognosticate a day of fate. There were no 
arms concealed under the garments; no raj^o was painted upon men's 
couiittnances i cuiiuus and iaoffensive crowds continually muvcd along 
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the Loul'!var(]«, gathenng numbers as they went; other crowds Streamed 
fr in the suburbs oi Taiib ; they appeared, however, rather to obstrre 
what was passiiig than to meditate any act. The event seems to hav^ 
been engendered by the curiosity which awaited it. 

The >^uths of the scfaooli , em €be Tangoard in reroliitiinu^ flnemlM 
in gro'ipB from Tarious quarten of Hie eitr, aad gatlMruig nmnbeitaDi 
courage aa tiiey rolled along chantuut uie MarmUaiw^ direeted theiv 
( (»urse to the Place dc la Madeleine. The electrified people respond^ to 
the hymn. The column increased, crossed the Place de la Co!icorde» 

Siflsed the Pont Royal, forced the palisades of the deserted Chamber of 
oputics, and spread witliout a leader or a specific ohjert into the g^ardens 
of the palace and upon the quays. A regiment of dragoons advanced, 
and easily, and unresisted, dispersed t)ie youths. The infantry next 
rrrived ; the artillery took its position in the street de Bourgogce , the 
bridge was defended by the military. 

The deputies, saddened but not disqidetcd, assembled in their haU 
without being subjected to izisidt ; they aicended the etoa of tibeportioo 
▼hich faces the oridge, and from thence eootemplated the taciBaaiiig 
force at the disposal oi gOTemso^t, and the advanced wa^ee <^ the mnU 
titude wbiflli the cavalry were pushing back in tlie Rue Boyale. No cries 
were heard, not a single shot. The band of a regiment of chaascnis 
played its pacific notes before the pali??ades of the Chamber of Deputies. 
The contrast botwetn these fc*slive airs a:id the preparation for combat 
upon the quay chilled tlie souls and produced strange dissonance between 
the ears and the eyes of the citizens. 

Within the hall, M. Barrot placed upon the table of the president an 
act of aecusation against the ministry. M. Guizot quitted his place, 
M'ent up to the dcbk, perused the accusation, and smiled disdainfully. 
He had read and miXtm history largely. His bdd and lofty spirit loved 
its magnifioent scenes; his eloquence sought opportunities for displays, 
which would be perpetuated to future times ; his eye welcomed the strife. 
He braved an accusation, against which he was defended within the 
chamber, by the large majority which he commanded, and without it, by 
a monarchy and an army. 

The distraeto 1 rhamber, mcantimei was engaged in the <iia^-iiiw^'ft»> of 
the la^v3 of admiiiibtration. 
♦ The day, short and gloomy as one of winter, behold the wandering 
crowds augment, and some bairicades aiise, staking out the iield of this 
revolutionary conflict. 

Committees of insurrection sat constantly in the secret societies, and 
inHhe offices of the repul^ican journals. We are ignorant of what passed 
there. They were probably rather engaged in observation Uian in ae« 
tion. The limited power of a oonspirator^ who has but scanty nosnbsfi 
at his disposal, only possesses innuence as it ministers to a sentimuit 
generally entertained, or a pre-existing passion. 

The governments, tyrannies, or despotisms of old days might perish by 
a plot. Under liberal goyemmenta conspiraey evaporates. The Oflly 
all-powerful conspirator of modem states ia opinion. 

Kight fell, and no blood had been spilt. That night was silent, lilvo 
the day, hut restless, as is the eve of a great event. The i-umour of a 
psobablechange of the ministry, who were velaxiDg their hold of power, 



Digitized by Google 



ifM0MoA1h»4titiim aa mm degree. Tbs irooM Urouacked in t]i« 
streets and open spaces. Some wooden chairs ana benches belonging to 
the Champa-Elys^eB, which had been set on fire by boys, illuminated the 
horizon, and disclosed the disorder of the scene. The government was 
everywhere in possession of the streets of Paris, except in a kind of citadel 
fortified by the nature of the buildings, and the narrow tortuosity of the 
gtareets, around the cloisters of St. M^ry, in the centre of Paris. 

There some indefatigable and intrepid republicans, who had eyes for 
eyety dromBilaim and dfairad of notiuaA had oonoflntratad theaa^ 
a a l TBa» ailhar by preeanioled plan, or hj Sia* moka^daoBry inattnot. 
itddttbia spontaneous and ooanaftm itaofflnti^ Xhair wy laadoia 
^Mpnorad thak obstinacy and teaciitgry aa thay were at most not more 
soar or fiye hundred in number. Another detachment of repub- 
licans, altogether without leaders, disarmed the national guards of the 
Batignolles during the night, burned the station at the barrier, and forti- 
fied themselves in a neighbouring quarter, where they awaited the event. 
No attempt was made to dislodge them. 

At brcai of day, the roads which led to the several gates of Paris were 
covered with columns of cavalry, infantry, and artillery, summoned by 
the ovdera of govenment. Theae troops preaoitad an imposing effect ; 
Hbay warn aiboftiaiifc and in podbet dwripihia^ bat nlsnt and dejected. 
Th^ oasiied iaftekaoimtenancea ihair grief at being called to act in a 
civil war. They successively took up positions in the quarters where the 
anUitu de of Paris chiefly reside. The mob did not combat in masa 091 
any point. Scattered groups attacked and disarmed isolated posts, 
forced their entrance into armourers' shops, and from concealed situations 
£red random shots at the troops. 

Barricades, commencing with, and radiating from, the centre, fonnod 
by the church of St. Mcry, were raised from distance to distance, and 
built and multiplied alnuMt befibco the very faces of the soldiora: they 

oppoiew Hia batfle mm m aiknt ona^-Hto progreaa wia Mti ita aoond 
Tmheard. 

The national guard, amrnnoned by the call to arms, was assembling 
legion by le^on. It preserved a neutrality, or limited its manifestations . 
to an interference between the troops and the people, whilst it loudly 
demanded the dismissal of the ministry, and refono* Thua the national 
guard became the shield of the revolution. 

Such, on the dawn of the 24th of February, was the state of Paris. 
The troops, wearied by seeing no enemy, whilst they were the objects 
of universal hostility, remained at their various posts, unwavering but 
dofaetad. The geoanda and offioari cuT w e d ift low tonea t^on the 
iaaxptiei&la omoWoaaf omta. At the eodt of tho pnncipal abeaCa. 
groups of cavalry, envekfed in tiinr grey cloaks, and hcddiag tlMoaked 
aabre in hand, might be seen. They had been iaa the same apot, and 
maintained the same position, for thirty-six hours ; liieir horaea slept 
under them, and they themselves shivered from cold and hunger. Offi- 
cers were passing at hard gallop up and down the streets at every seoondi 
carrying orders and counter-orders, from one part of Paris to another. 

In the distance, borne from the quarter of the Hotel do Ville, and the 
deep and muricato labyrinths of the surrounding dticcts^ occasional tiring 
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ZQoglit be heard £com the fiikmi} hiit#B $Km mtei b m rnmS i 

jlaEkened, and at length ceased. , -v t 

Few people were in the streets. They seemed to leave Uiek battte 
to he fought hy the inrisihle spirit of the revomtion, attd hy ihat emaii 
number of obstinate combatants who were dying for the eaiise in tho 
heart of Paris. Between the great masses of the people, and the small 
group of republicans who actively fought, there seemed to be a watci.- 
word or a secret intelligence which said to the one party, " Resiat yet a 
lafwhouts longer;" and to the otber, FoiiMar to aalx in the struggle, 
.aadtaahodFreiMsk blood; tfaeg^niiiftoftlieseToliitioft^to 
aonarohy is v^kml Uia decUae; it sufioM to gi^e it • gontib tbnist, ani 
befoie the sun sets the lepoblio vill have irluniphed.*' 

The fatoof the day was at tho duqiosal of the national guard. Hitherto 
the govenunent had forborne to sound the douhtful allegiaxm of this 
body by requiring it to take an aotiye j^art in the erent^ aaid ^roupoDtbe 

Parif*ian people. 

General J :icqueminot, commander-in-chief of the force, intrepid and 
adventuruua, but at that moment ill, doubted not but that his officers and 
soldiers shared with him the devoted martial resolution which he found 

iii iiimself. 

The king, who during eighteen years had pressed the hands of the 

Skater nonber of indindttau formiDg tiie oitio ^oBtd of Paris, and yrim 
ew b^tar than any otiber man bov dosely their iatereslB and bis 01m 
weife voided together^ believed bimself awe of their bearts and their 
bagrooets. 

The prefect of Paris, count do EambuteaUi a man sincerely attached 
to the voyal family, but incapable of flatterin<^ in^o a catastrophe those he 
loved, no longer shared this confidence. IIis daily intercourse with the 
mercantile class of Paris, which fuinished, almost exclusively, the 
colonels and officers of this corps, had ioiig since discovered to him aa 
CJii^ting within it, a smothered discontent, a disaffection T. hich, however 
ungrateful it might be, was real, and which, though it had not as yet 
grown into sedition, might manifest itsdf in deaertian at the hour of 
danger. He had vaned the king of thie^ and tiie king bad rejected the 
vraiog with a amile and motion of inoKedtilityi---^* 60," Louia Phtlina 
bad said to bim, — < ^ go^ end take yon oaze of Paris; I will answer ibr the 
rest of the empire.'' 

The faitkM magistrate bad withdrawn dieireised) because alamed bf 
the profound security of his ma9t<»r. 

The national guard, called V) arms on the morning of the 2itb, and 
ordered to interpose between the people and the troops of the line, obeyed 
the summons slowly and with indecision. 

In the proloiTe:ed movement of the people, the guard saw an anti-mini- 
sterial m^iifcstation, an armed petition in favour of electoral reform, which 
it was far firom disapproving, and which it secretly favoured. 

In the judgment of Ibe national guard, the eonaeqneaeeB of tiie riemg 
wooftd be eoimned to a ebange of ministry foreed npon the king by the 
attitodaof the people, which would admit theprawnt opposition, in the 
penoneof M. Thiers and M. Odillon Barrot, to the conduct of affaii-s; 
to a moderate reform of the electoral law ; and to a Chamber of BcputieJi 
whkk should be l eg e naf a ted and eontoaiedto tteapiiitof the nation 
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Ifasmtt'ltotiglM mty saw in it a poflMe aWioi^n of mffe* 

reignty, and a regency. In fine, the national ^oard inu^itted itself 
iictedumng the oppoeimi to ponrw^ irhm. in tet it waa mtroducuig a 

fevolution to France." 

On the evening of the the agitation partially subsided, on its 

being positirely known that the king had decided upon a change of 
ministry. Thiers, Mole, and Odillon Barrot had been sent for in succes- 
sion, and had gone to the Tuileries. Ihit the king would not agree to 
the conditionB which any of them proposed, and the conference waa 
broken off late in the evening. Not hearing of any final decision, the 
anned mnpa again be^- to asaembl^ km the eeeret societies, witib 
wbidi raris waa swannkigi lestnned their machinations. Columns of 
wYffkmtn and ffamin$ from the faubourgs began to trawne the streets. 
Let u3 agiin adopt the graphic descrip&on given by Lnmartine ol the 
deplMrable catastrophe which followed. 

The column of the boidevfird do la Bastille was more numerous, but 
less compact and less adult; it brought to recollection those revolutionary 
processions of the same class, which made a descent into Paris in those 
days that decided our civil commotions. There wore scon a number of 
"wonicu and ragged children, the migrating refuse of our fau])ourg?, who 
come from time to time to startle the aifluent, and Yoluptuous centre of 
eiir capitals irith the si^t of the indigence and the manly power of our 
primitive popnlation. To roller tiiese more popular groups, some visible 
and striking symbols are required ; they belong to the h^d, md fhey 
need the leader ; they belong to the army, mid they need the flag, tto 
dram, the oolonrs, and the tumult They carry two <w three ensigns, 
torn in the struggles of yesterday and to-day, and on these might be read 
some familiar anathemas printed on the white stripe of the trit^ulor. 

In the neighbourhood of the Cafe Tortoni, the rfjndezvous of idlers^ 
these bodies uuited tlieir momontum. They cleared a way through the 
inquisitive and idle throng, whi -h undulated with the natural wave of 
multitude^ to ilie great thoroughfare of the boulevards. A crowd of 
inofBenaive people followed mechanically in the train of this silent 
eolnmn. A small detaehment, composed of •wdxkmm armed with sahtea 
tad pikes, separated irom the prinoipel body at the top of the Bne de 
Chotaeul, and silently took possession of that stre et. The object of this 
detachment appeared to be to flank the Hotel of Foareign Affairs, wliich. 
was occupied by troops, while the head of the column presented itself in 
front. An unknown sr?(em of opcrntion evidently combined and con- 
trolled these movements. The unanimous whisper of a revolution raises 
the masses. None but conspirators can with such precision govern its 
ch*?nce8 and guide its evolutions. 

lu the midst of the smoke of torches a red flag waved oVer the first 
rank of this multitude. They advanced, miiltiplying in. thuir progress. 
A misgiving curiosity attached to this cloud of men, who seemed to carry 
in their midst the mystery of the day. In £cont of the Hotel of Foreign 
AffiuTS a battalion of the Hne, drawn up in battle array, with loaded arma 
and their oommander at their head, obstructed the boulevard. Before this 
hedge of bayonets the column suddenly halts* The flapping of the flag 
and the flash of the torches frighten the horse of the comnmnder ; recoil- 
ing in tenor on his havncheSi he plqnged into the battalioBi whictLopaaed 
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to receive its ehief. In the confusion of tlie moment the report of a 
jnu£^et was heard. IKd it eome, aa yna aaidi froin eonte concealed and 
disalfected tetd, fired <m the people try one of fl^dr own agltafon^ to 

revive by the sight of blood the ardour oi a struggle which wae snbaidine?' 
IHd it come from the hand of one of the insurgents directed against the 
troops ? or rather, which is more probable, did it accidentally arise from 

the motion of n loif^ed Tr!n?"k<'t, or froTn the hand of one of the soldiers 
who supposed that hia commander was wounded when he saw his horse 
tako fright ? This no man knows. Whether by crime or accident, this 
exp^>?^ 'n created a revolution. 

Tile soldiers, considering themselves attacked, presented their gnns; 
the whole line instantaneously fired. The dLscharge, reverberated by 
lofty houses andhy the enclosed streets of ftte centre of PariSy thzows tite 
whole honlevard into exdtement The column of the people of the 
&ubonrg6 ftXis deounated by the balls. The cries of mortal agony mid 
the groans of the wounded mingle with the affiighted shouti of thof? vrho 
bad followed from cnriositr, and of flying women and children. They 
rush into the adjoining houses, into the lower streets, and boneath th!e 
archways. By the light of torches, half- extinguished in the blood upon 
the pavement, heaps of dead bodies ai'e perceived, strewing the thortmgh- 
farc in all directions. The terrified multitude, supposing themselves pur- 
sued, fly with cries of vengeance to the Kuc LaiUtte, leaving between 
themselTes and thehattaliona an empty space in silence and darkness. 

The multitude supposed that they had heen treacherously fised npon 
an the midst of a demonstration of joy and of harmony, occasioned hy a 
ehange of ministry. They turned their rage against ministers, who were 
80 perfidious as to avenge their fall by torrents of blood, and against a 
kin^ obstinate enough to fire on that very people who had crowned him 
at tlio sacrifice of their lives in 183t). The soldiers, on their part, were 
thi'own into consternation by this undesigned massacre. No one had 
given orders to fire ; nothing had been heard hut the word of command 
to fix bayonets, to resist the fire expected from this sudden movement of 
the peome. Darkness^ confusion, chance, and pndpitstion had done the 
deed. The footing of the soldiery was deluged with bh>od ; the wounded 
dragged ttiemselves along to die at the &et of their muiderers. Teara 
of despair flowed from the eyes of the general. The officers ^pped ike 
point of their swords upon the parement, deploring this unintentional 
crime. ThoY foresaw the necessary effect of this involuntary murder of 
the people, upon the mind of the populatin!i of Paris. Tho commandir^ 
officer liastcned to prevent this misunderstanding by entering into an 
explanation with the people. Ho ordered a lieutenant to convey to tho 
crowd assembled at the corner of the Hue Laffitte es^rcssions of sorrow 
and es^lanation* 

The officer presents himself at the Caf<^ Tortonl, which occupies the 
angle formed by this street and the boiileTard. Re attempts to address 
them. Tlie mmtitude crowd around him and listen. But scarcely has he 
uttered a few words when a man, armed with a musket, thrust the by- 
standers aside and put an end to his address. The national guards pre» 
sent themselves under arms^ and the murderer is driven away and sent 
back to his corps. 

Meanwhile the news of this event spread, with a rapidity e^ual to that 
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of tiie filing, through the whole line of the houlevard and through the 
one-half of Paris. The body which had marched from the faubourg, 
scattered and Uirown ia confusion for a momeut, suoii reirained their 
oirdcr and began to collect their dead. Lbxr^ waggons, perfcciiy prepared, 
WBE9 IcNind at ha&di ereiL at thli adraioea lumr of tne night, as it they 
h^d heen prefioitBly obtained in order to exhibit tiuonm Pam those 
lifeleia bodies, the mere ei^t of which was destined to iwindle the fury 
of the people. Tliey collect theoorpeei and arrange them on tiie weggona^ 
with their arms han^ng over the side, with their woonds exposed and 
their blood dripping; on the wheels. Thpy onny them by torch-light 
before the office of the National, as the symbol of approaching yenge- 
ance exhibited on tlie cradle of the ropublic. 

After a moumfiil pause, the prucusaion takes its way to the Eue Mont- 
martre, and halts before the oiticc of the B^forme paper — a new appeal to 
the ii-reconcilable iidtred subsisting between the znonarchy and the re - 
pubUo. Deep and cooliifled mm^ as if smothered by indignation and by 
^ odbe of the prooeesiony rise to the windows of the houses. A msn, 
standing upon the carnage with his feet bathedin blood, laues from time 
to time, from the lifeless neap, the c i p e of a woman, exhibits it to the 
multitude, and lays it again in its bloody bed. At this sight the pity of 
the bystanders assumes the character of fury, and they rushed to their 
houses to arm. The stroets become empty. A close array of men, 
armed with muskets, parades around, and enters the gloomy lanes of the 
densely-populated centre of Paris. In the direction of the square of St. 
Martin, the Mount Aventine of the populace, they rapped at every door 
in succession to summon new combatants to vengeance. At the s])ectaole 
of these victims, exhibited to the reproach of royalty, these districts arise, 
rush where they are summoned by the bellsi sound the tocaini nnpare 
the streets, and ndae and multiply banieades. From time to time the 
noise of firing echoes, and forbids sleep to assuage the anxiety and the 
indignalion of the capital. Peals fi om church to church carry eyen to 
the ears of the king, at the Tuiieries, those sounds which were the 
feverish precursor's of to-morrow*s insurrection.'* 

Thiers vas sent for at midnight, and agreed to accept office, upon con- 
dition that Odillon Barrot should be one of his colU agues. Ko man was 
at that time more popular m Paris, aud none could introduce into a 
cabinet a greater number of elements of strength. But at the moment 
he entered the palace, G uiisut was euming out, ai'tcr a conference with the 
kin^; and it seemed as if this self-willed man was Louis Philippe's CTil 
genius. An ordonnance had just been signed, appointing xnaxahalBu^eaud 
to the command of the military &rces in Pans. The very mention of 
Bugeand's name was a declaration for war to the knife against the in- 
smrgents. He was an iron soldier, determined, courageous, and indexible, 
and had the affair been left entirely in his hands the insuxxectiim would 
assuredly have been put down, though blood had flowed in the streets 
like summer rain. This appointment seemed a contradietion to the pro- 
mi«<*3 of concession, and still farther exaj^porated the discontented. 

Thiers issued a proclamation, announcing his appointment, and im- 
j>l'a ing the populace to desist from hostilities. Put it was torn down ere 
it had been read or seen by the masses, and the fighting continued. The 
students had issued armed into the streets, and bi^gunto erect bi r rioades; 
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the PalaU ^yftl, the ancient residence of the Oil«tos ^&iidly^ iraft takttf 
aiid aaeked; tiie fiamiture, pictom, tetainyi ^ ^at/kiS^^ Wiim 
migiied in despair, and 0«izot emped frdm ike pala«e lue «r ^hlfeltlH 
the nigbt. and took refuge from popular fary in the Ixouae of a femrii 
frieiifl, who sheltered him at thoiisk of her own life. From the "window 
of his liidiog -place he fras "witness of all the frightful scenea which 
lowed, and wnicli hia own folly nlone ha^l c?jised. The royal family 
listened in terror and perturbation to the crash of th<^ musketry and tha 
yells of the combatants, and the young widow of liic duke of Orleans 
was praying in anguish in her own apartment for the safety of her 
family. The troops were left without orders, and were beginning to 
waver, iiaiohal Bugeaud was mounting his horse, and setting out to 
Older a determined amck upon fho bairiMdetf, vhen ovder was brought 
him vhtdi deprived him of the offlee of commaader4ii-o1iief • OonteieHy 
indeolnon, and dismay were <m eyery side. 

The king, however, fdt M sure that the Thiers-Barrot niinisticy 
would be accepted by ^e people, that at eleren o'clock on the foliowinit 
morning he sat down fo breakfast with a smiling face. The meal was not 
over when two of his devoted adherents, Messrs. do llemusat and 
Duvergicr de Houranne, entered the room and announced to him, with 
concern depicted on their countenances, that the troops were surrendering 
their arms to the people wiiiuD. one hundred paces of the palace. This 
was terrible news, and made every one quail w ho heard it. About the 
same time, Thiers, general Lamoiid^re, and a nmnber of others of the 
same party, had ridden out on horseback, and addressed the instilments flt 
the barricadesi Informing them of the change of mknstiy, and eallfeig 
upon them to lay down their arms. They were received with shouttitf 

11 e9t trap tard l and pelting with stones, and last of all with muaksti 
shot?. They retreated precipitately, bat not before Lasioxiei^ had boen 

wounded. 

The king himself had now to undergo a not loss ominon'? moTtifi cation. 
A large body of troops and one or two battalions of national guards wero 
drawn up within the rails of the Carrousel, for the protection of the palace. 
It was thought politic that his majesty should pass them in review. Sfi 
accordingly, attended by his staif, descended into the court. Ho wpj 
received by the troops with a decent air of loyalty and cries of " Ff(p*'li 
i^oi." The national guards weresoUony but not silenl As'tha<'kla| 
passed they cried ^ La B^orme'* The long, somewhttt humbly^ rejpliedj 
•* Ouiy mcs amis, vous aurcz la reforme,'* " La RfiFOn-E^M t' rc-echoii 
tixe guards, in a tone and with a look of resolute menace and defian«i^ 
exceedingly striking. He returned much dispirited to his apartiheBti, 
where there ensued a strange chaoq of persona and confusion of 
counsels, till at last M. Emilo Girardin, the editor of the F/'csss 
newspaper, rushed in to announce that the troops were delirering 
their aims to the populace, who were upon the point of breaking into 
the Chateau, and that there >va3 no possible resource for saving either tha 
remains of realty, or even the lives of the royal famify, but 
tAdHeaHon.- This bitter counsel, oonreyed by ^ strange ft eMtasil^ 
was received in a way that the world would not hare «cpeoM« 
The king's soldier sons seemed to approve the adVioe^thO king 
himself no longer the hero of the 28th of Jnlf , 188^, n^^baiod to *offr 
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biuttUttb oppOiill^mr-ollMti the gentle q^ueen, surrounded by her obiMren 
.Vld-'fiB^ti graiMkbildien) strongly averse to such a degradation. 
' fffr^fc fifefKng wafty bawoYeri^Yerbome— and rightly — ^forthe fatal step had 
^iKM^ybetn taken — ^the 7io)i- resistance orders of the new ministry had 
rendered any further struggle hopeless, and left even the lives of the 
royal family nt the mercy of the now infuriated populace. The abdication 
waa signed and proclaimed, the proclamation coataining but foiu* lines ia 
lairge letters, so as to strike the eye instantly. 

Abdication of the king. 

Eegency of the duchess of Orleans. 

Bisaolutien of the chamber. 

General amnesty. 

Unfortunately in the hurr^ and eonfusion of the moment, no signature 
"was appended to this proclamation, and, when scattered amongst the 
people they took it for a niso to induce them to lay down their arms, and 
the fighting still went on. More unfortunately still, Louis Philippe had, 
under a former Thiers ministry, caused a law to be passed taking tho 
regency out of the hands of the young duchess of Orleans, and conferring 
it unon the duke de Nemours, in case the throne became vacant before 
the count de Paris came of age. Tbis was ^ssent to the reooUeetion of 
every one, as all bad been disiataied witb a measure wbicb took from a 
mOQkiet tba guaidiansbip and control of her son, and placed it in the 
iMSds of a young and by no means popular soldier. And now, when they 
WW an snnouncement that the arrangement had been so suddcoily altered^ 
a^Bf refused to believe it. 

Marshal Bugeaud now paid a visit to the Tuileries, and told the king 
that he feared the abdication bad come too late. I know it," was the 
reply ; " but I am unwilling that any more blood should be shed for my 
sake." Every preparation was now made for flight. None could tell 
the moment when the infuriated crowd might foroo its wa¥ into the palace, 
and commit crimes for erer to be deplored. Louis Philippe therefore 
laid aside bis unilbrmi and giving his arm to the old queen, took his 
te«rtm lirom the palace for the last time. Old, grey-headed, and 
mnparently bowed down by the weight of their misfortunes, they presented 
a pitiable spectacle, and there were none present who were not deeply 
affected. Adraiial Baudin and general Lamorici^re were moved to tears. 
Just as they were leaving the room the duchess of Orleans rushe{l out, 
but the king told her to remain. It was in vain that she fell on her knees 
and implored him not to leave her behimd ; he was inexorable, and said 
the nation should decide to whom the regency should belong. Tbej 
passed out by the door of tha subterraneous passage wbioib leads from bia 
private apartments to thejnrden of ihB TuilerieSi and traversed the samo 
Mlk «F6C which Louis XVI. and ICazie Antoinatta bad walked on the 
lorrible lOtk of August, ou their way to the national assembly. A groom 
bad been sent to order the royal carriages, but the carriages had been 
already burnt by the mob, and the groom was killed on his way. Two 
hackney-coaches were then called from the neighbouring stand, and drew 
up at the little wicket-gate. The queen fainted while waiting for their 
arrival, and was lifted in senseless by the king. The duchessc de Nemours 
and her cbil iron entered the other, and the two imme d i a t ely set off, full 
speed along the Uuay de Passy, surrounded by a squadron of eoirassiem* 
Some shots were fired at the escort from a dlstancci but without effect 
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The duke de Nimmuni had rwiMiiBdd irtth the docheas ot OAumfiacn 
attentive to the oondition of that prisMss and of his msifkt(W»f irho were 
intrusted! to his care, than to his own ambition. That unpopular prince 

ghoTTf^d himself deserv ing of popularity, if only for his diarnterestcdness 
and \ih rourage. The Carrousel and the courts wore from this time 
undelendcd. The palace, if forcibly occupied, might be the tomb of the 
duchesB of Orleans and her children. From that moment the due de 
Nemours Imd upon liiuLStilf the rcapoiibibiiity of all these lives, and of tiie 
blood of the people. Some members of the chamber accosted him. under 
the portioo of the Clook PayiUoii. Tkay diarged faim to withdrewtha 
troopSy and imrrendflr the palace to the aationfc] guard. The prince, 
oonyinced that the anned» end victonoiie people ia the civil force oodd 
alone control the inaur^nt multitude, gave tiie oxder aocxxrdingly. The 
troops withdrew in silence, and defiled through the guden. The due de 
Nemours remained to the last| to aeoore the wie depttriuo of tho duehean 
of Orleans. 

They took the road to Saint Cloud, escorted by a regiment of cuiras- 
siers, coiunmndtd by general iiegnaud de Saint-Jean-d'^iugeiy. On 
reacking Saiut Cloud, the king took court carriages and proceeded to 
Trianon, where he flopped for a icw moments, as if to allow lime for 
forttme to omtake him and axrat hie flig^ General Iiegnaud de 
8aiiit-JeaB«4'Angely at leagtii inowxed what otdoEa the king vii^had to 
giye to the troops, and whether ae deeixed to assemble them soimd 
at Saint Cloud? That is no longer any 9Saxr of .mine," replied the 
king; '4t is now for the due de Nemours to deteiinine." The post* 
master of Versailles brought twenty-eight horses to Trianon for the 
king's carriages ; conduct very different from that of the famous post- 
master of Samto Menehould, who by detaining l»ouis XYI. in his tiight 
from Paiis, caused that unfortunate monarch and his family to forfeit 
their heads. The post- master of Versailles thus addressed Louis 
Philippe ; — ' ' These are the best horses my stables contain, and I hava 
eeleeted them for their strength and swiftness, to ensure the departure 
and the safety of the king, by the indiseot loates he may deem it ezpe- 
dienitotake* Uige diem fonmdaa long aa they ham a gasp of hEaath 
reiaamliig. Think not of my inteieaUk theui aire^ hut hi them 
flave yoil/* 

When evening set in, the king departed, taking tiie soad to DnmXf 

which place he reached in the early part of the night. 

As yet the inhabitants of the town loiew nothing of the recent eventj 
of Paris. M. Marechal, the sub- pre feet, being informed of the arrival of 
the court carriages at that unwonted hour, concluded that some of the 
princesses, alarmed by the tumults at the Tuileriea, had sought refug-e in 
the royal residence of Dieux. lie iniiiiediately lepaiitd u> Uie ^.^ua*^, 
and there teeognised the long. 

aim king no longec," aoid Loaia Philippe, addteeaing the anb* 
psefect ; Imoir not evea whithw I ahall m to acre my life; I have 
ahdieated to avoid the worst suafortunes. 1 now place m|raelf under 
your protection in my evil fortune, aa I have done in my daya of hai^« 
neas. Ascertain what has taken place, and inform me ; for as yet I am 
ignornnt of the result of events, and couns^ me aeeordiag to the 
circumtitances which thie night may zeveal to you» * 

N 
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Meanwhile the king still cherished the hope that hia rotlremcnt had 
appef^.^cd all violent feeling, and that by his abdication he had left behind 
him the throne, the chambera, and the goYcrmnent. He informed the 
mayor and the sub-prefect that it was his intention to remain four days 
at Dreux, and there to await the decision of the chambers respecting his 
future place of residence, and the position which iliu nation might thence - 
forward allot to him. He partook of some refreshment, and ixK^pcctcd 
1^ teok-light the iradkftlie luUI<NDi6rad to 1)6 uidartalMii at the palace* 
In short, l2t maaner mm altogether that of a man who no mia* 
givings for to-morrow. 

The palace of Drenx had been £»r aome time unoccupiedy and ohjecta 
of indispenaahle naoeaaity iox the use of the king^ tha prmeeageft, and the 
children, were wantini^. The inhabitants of the town, who were attached 
to the royal family, hastened to provide furniuno, lioGTi, -^-earing apparel, 
and plate. A sum of money, in gold specie, wa^i colleL tnl aa a loan for 
the king. The sub-prefect proposed to send for the regiment which was 
in garrison at Chartrea, but the kincr would not suffer this to be done. 
The national guards oi' Die Uui I'uiiutid thtnisiciYtci iiitu posts of protection 
and guards of hononr* 

The vapast hein^ anded, the tdaf wrota a lettar to IL da MoataHTet, 
the mmiater of hia honaelioldy dliaotiBg thai hia portfolio^ draiBing- 
caacij andaitieiaa lefoisite Ibr tha toilette, should be fbfwaadad to Dieux, 
and gtving some prelimioaij iaatnictioDa ralatlre to the anangftinwita to 
be made for his future destmy. 

The coTirier get out with this despatch at two o'clock. The king then 
retired to bed, and fell into a profound sleep. Whilst he was sleeping, a 
friend of M. Bethmont arrived from Pan8| and annouiMHid to the suh- 
prefect the proclamation of the republic. 

M. Maieolial would not disturb the king, thinking that a few houia' 
reat would recruit his strength, and enable him the better to bear the 
Aodkka had tomataiB. At aeren o'doek he prooaeded to the palaoe, 
iHuro he in£DraMd tiie aidea'4a«eainp and the dae de Jlontpeiuser of 
what had occurred. The long waa attU sleeping, but the myal family 
woke hiflB, and the qneen commnnieated the intelligence, giving it as 
sOd • cowMuing as possible. The courage which the queen had 
manifested during the turbulent scenes she had just passed through now 
gave place to calm resignation. A councU, compo?^ed of the memb<^a*3 of 
the royal family and their friendB, was held at tlio king's bedside. It 
was determined that the membcis of the family aii nild effect their escape 
separately and in different directions, so as to evade aiiy suspicion that 
might be created by the caniages being noticed, or their occupants 
le^ogniaad on the roada. 

ne pilaee at nBdesroaa anrigned to the Yang and queen waa a aeduded 
and imoccupied eonntryohonse oelongtng to de .rartfinis, situated on 
tfie Cap d'Honlieur, whence, it was hoped^ they might easily iind meaiia 
naaretly to embark and reaeh the EngUsh coaaL The duo de Montpen- 
ner, the duchesse de Nemours and the children, were to take the xottd to 
jiLTranches, and from th nee to proceed to Jersey or Guernsey. 

It waz dntermincd that thf* f ourt carriages were to be left at Dreux ; 
others less likely to attrjict n tii i were provided by the sub-prefect, who 
borrowed them £:om the iuhabitants of the town. The iu^itive^ were 
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^laga\9td in clothes of the plainest possible deflcription. A cmleche,^ 
containing the due do Montpensit-r and tlie duchesse de Kemours, took"* 
the road to Avranches. The king, the queen, a f^moic dc chamhre^ a val^t, 
and M. de Runiigny, the king's aide-de-camp, got into a close carriage. 
The queen had ordered that OJi the following morning a mass should be 
performed in the chapel containisg the tomb of the duke of Oxleaod; 
Dut time DTCMed, and tlie oould not mn utter a parting prayer pyer (he 
wtm 9ihmt aen. The sub-prefeot of Diea:^ haTuag moimted dtt 
^ eoaduboz, departed witli thenu Tbe oaaiage took tho road leading Id 
. Anet and Louviera* 

On arriving at Anet, the first post ralaji the king was recognised and 
greeted with respect. M. Marshal procured eight or ten thonaand franca 
Ui gold, and obtained passports under fictitious names. 

At Saint- Andre the party had to wait for a short time, the horses not 
l>eing ready. It was market day, and the town was crowded with people, 
•Nvh(»se stispieions seemed to be roused. They gazed at the cairiage, and 
some of them at a distant view fancied they recognised M. Guizot. 
Shouts of Cat Chuizot! Cat GuizotI*' were immediately raised. 
The excitement inoreaaed and became aomewliat alanning. The aab« 
lenitft, who waa known to aome of <lie inhabitanta of oaint> Andr^ 
endeatoured to imdeceiye the mnUitade ; and with thia view he made 
«ome partial disdoaoreai which were undentood and leapectad. 

Meanwhile three men advanced doae to tho caniage, and looked 
towards the back seat, where the king was sitting. He wore a black cap 
drawn down over liis foreliead, his eyes were concealed by spectacles, 
find his biild head was covered by a wig. The three men looked at him 
doubtfully, and after retiring for a moment, returned again, accom- 
panied by two gendarmes. The passports were demanded. 5l. Marcchal 
presented them, and then drawing one of the gendarmes aside, he. 
confided to hia generoaity the eaoape of the king and queen. The 
gendarme waa dianiayed; but inatantly recoyering hia aelf-poaapiaiaPi 1w 
p»tended to ezamino the paanccti and to find thtt Thohoiaea 
were then harnessed^ and the Idng departed. 

The carnage drove on all day without impediment The only di&culty , 
that presented itself was in passing through Evreux. ]^f. Mare'chu 
trembled lest the king should be recognised and detained in a town so 
near to Paris, where popular excitement might create some commotion. , 
His anxiety every moment increased. Already tho church spires of Evreux 
appeared in sight, when a sudden recollection occurred to his mind. 
Remembering that one of his friends possessed a country house near the 
lugh-road leading to Evreux, he ordered the ^^arriage to atopi and ^}^^,t 
tioned n Jaboorer who waa bxeaking atonea at tiia wayaide, Tha joan^. 
immediailety pointed totlw Imae of M* Martlihara.iiiepd, y^t^ygcMT 
him how to reach the cross-road leading laiL The P9itiUon,inp unma^* 
diately oideied to drive in that direction. , 

The owner of the houae was abaent, but the fAxmer and ma .wi(»^ 
received the travellers, without knowing who they were. The king and . 
queen, were shown into an apartment adjoining the kitchen of the £eirm, , 
They warmed themselves at the fire, and partook of the rustic hoapitaUt/ [ 
oC^b^diuiable hosts, who supposed them to be friends of their maateB^ni 
' uikam to enjoy a UtUe interval,^ot xepo^^ iA^^.Mw^Q)}i4q 
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procee<!ed to Evreux on foot, sought his friend, and inforaied him who 
were the individuals whom he had lodzcd ia his hous^. 

The ftttalliflefloe of iSbA emits of IMBy which mnaoemArely reached 
SAiiiucy'liad tbrown that place into a state of fenuent. To pass through 
tbb town was inqpossible. M. Marcfchal and his Dtieiid, haying ascefiw 
Mlfiphed the best roate that could be taken for tamhig tibe waU of tile 
tOWIiy joined the royal family in their retreat. 

The farri'.cr, rrho i^'as now made acquainted with the rarilc and 
misfortunes ot the gueata he had sheltered beneath his roof, ardently 
devoted himself to their service. He, who waa acquainted with all tho 
by-waya in that part of the country, harnesaed his own horses to the 
carriage, and himself drore the king. 

A oonfidentlal maa w$m intrusted to drive Uie qiteen by aaotlier xoute; 
Tho traTdlers set out at seven o'clock in the evening, and travelled all 
night. Before daybreak, the king and queen, each arrivhig ia dif^rent 
directions, met at the Cap d*Honfleur, and without attracting any notice, 
they alighted at the house of M. de Pcrthuis. This house, concealed 
amidst trees, is built on an eminenoei at the distance of about half an 
honr'g ^ys^k from tho town. 

This was on the 26th of Febniary. IVf. du Perthuis, the owner of the 
hotisp, was not there at the time, but the gardener, an intelligent and 
ooniidential man, had been previously made acquainted with the trust 
tiiat was about to he reposed in him. This man iaqih<ed his wHe and 
cUdren with the diseretion and devotedness requisite te oanying oat 
the plan for securing the safSety and escape of the king and queen. None 
of ^e inliabitants of the coan&y aionnd suspected for a moment that the 
lonely house contained those pergonf^^es who, only two dnys previously, 
had been the sovereigns of France and the owners of palaces. The 
window-bliti'ls were kept constantly closed; and it was only during the 
night that smoke was suffered to issue from the chimneys. This confine- 
ment and restraint lasted nine days, and that interval was employed by 
generals Ramigny and Dmnas, and SMO oUier trustworthy persons, in 
anangiug means to secure the salb landing of the king m fingland. 
I^ttkl^Wtppe and his friends were not avara that tiie govanunent had 
atffliorised llflanartine himself to provide the means of escape with idi 
tfci prudence whi<^ the peril of tiie* case demanded, and with all the 
considcmtion due to misfortune. 

The kiri^, fearful of being recognised and arrested at Havre, if he 
wjaired thither to embark for England, proceeding during the night and 
oSfcot to Tronville, where a merchant of that town, M. Gueltier, gave 
him shclier fur two days. Actiog on the advice of M. Gueltier, the king 
determined to hire a ^ahing-boat at the port of Tfoaville, to convey him 
out toseaand^faimcttooariaaEa^ijskalesiaar* The maatarofone 
of Uisaa flahlas^hoals, irho was first appHad to^ appeared to have some 
Kilpioinn ; ho baxgained, and wished to ezaot an eiorbitaat sum far has 
services. He was dismissed, and application was made to another, who, 
thotigh he likewise suspected that tbe object in view was to effect the 
escape of fugitives, tendered the use ef his boat gratuitously. His genOr^ 
roaa offer was accepted ; but the man who had been hrat applied td?' 
ioitigated by feelings of jealousy and sbame, on being informed of the 
ptSjeoted departure, divulged the seorety and deaouaced his comrade. 
VOL. m. U 
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Thm king, hearing tht mmun wliub ww» WMmhM ribovl ikm immf 

l>egan to be apprehemi^o of the domiciliary vimtM to wbitk they nqfjbt 
giT€ ocoanon, and ha coaseouanllj hit hi* plaea of refuge. SetfiigOBt 
«t night, walkiDg through the muddy roads, under a pei^g rain, and m 

continual fear of pursTiit, hf^ n-lnrned to the house of the gardener. 
There, d<}jected in spiiiUand worn out witb fntii^ue, he rejoined the queen. 
Ihc coast now appeared to be closed agaiust them. The g-oneral tuelicg 
of enthusiasm for the republic, though it was manifested i-iuilt nsivelyand 
generously, seemed neverthelcca to give to tliu whole cuualry ajx appear- 
ance of hatfed to royalty. 

▲ yooBgoffiMrof tlieFrenebnaYy, who htpf^tuii thit iimn to te it 
Hami aiM who ww ignorant of the king^a jraaiMHytoifattt pagiy ikoti^ 
rumoorledhim to Mipeotthat the royal fiaSlfime vainly seeking means of 
Mcapt, resolved to niiake an effort to aid them. Witk this view he took 
upon himself to ask captain Paul, of the En polish navy, vrbeth or he woald 
consent to receive Louis Phih'ppe on board the steamer he commanded, if 
the king should succeed in getting out to sea in a fishing-boat. Captain 
Paul returned for answer, that he could not do so consistently with bl^ 
orders ; but on his arrival at Southampton he hastened to communkal c 
confidentially to the afairalty tke ovwtn a a thai had been mada to koB, 
and to p<niit out the flOKvioa iHilch a ataoaier oniiBing along tha ooaiief 
Pranoe mig^t render to tha king; This commnaioi^ion indaoed ktd 
PabMnton immediately to deifatoh ettea £or tha guidaaea af tha fiogKih 
cc nauls resident in the northern ports of France. 

The young Fronch naval officer, who had intcre«?tprJ himself in behalf 
of the royal fugitives, having received a message from the i'^nf»lish consul 
at Ha\Te, succeeded in discovering the king's place of concealment. He 
introduced the vice-consul to Louis Philippe*, and it was arranged that 
the kiiig should embark at Havre, on boaid oue oi the vesoeli employed 
ia. tha oonveyiinoa of oatlla and pro?ieion« fnm Aenoo to the En^Wi 
eoast 

For the space of fiw daji adrata wiadi and a violently tempeabM 
fleaiateded tha depaxtm « Aoee vessels. All this tina the kingir» 

counting the hours, and consuming himself with impalienee and anxiety, 
scvcrnl times he proceeded from his place of refuge to the port of Hsvr©^ 
and from the port back to his place of refn;:^** ; journering- on foot 
across the open fields, in the darkness of night, and dating the most 
inclement weather. At length he resolved on a scheme more ha^ssrdous 
tlian any that had yet been contemplated. Tliis was to embark at isaie 
distaaoa from Boaea hi lha itoMahoit^ irhioh nm tern tha4. piaci i» 
Havre. This boat would itash Hawa-at night, a n'iiiianiiaMi'iriddl> 
the king conceivod, was circulated to afforihiiBi a fait flhiawo of getiiM 
through tiie town unobg«?ed. Ftaing for ona of the tiaivillaca whohip 
arrived firom Paris by W9,^ of the Seuie, he would go on boaid the 
steamboat which w^ould he in readiness at Hafgata ••ayey ^a p^iipi 
irom the Seine boat direct to England. 

To carry out this scheme, tho king disguised himself, and as«uafcBd 
the name of 2'l*€odore Lebrmt* The mayor, by a little pious connivance, 
tfovanaed tha embtriuitiaii. Tha English Tice-cons^ offered hi* ai ui 
queen, aaj ^ lojal ooi^la having raaihad 1I».4b^ di^Tspal 



Digitized by Google 



rms/'mwoixmm of ie48. 



106 



they had themselycs engaged a year previously f*>r a marine exouisioa 
during one of their happy sojourns at the Chateau d'Eu. 

Several of the sailors wlio were then on board the vessel now formed 
part of the crew. The man whose business it was to collect the fares of 
the passengers went round with a lantern, the light from which happened 
l»7«MMt» «mtlMi6QanteMimof Louis The fim 

inognbed A» kjag, who, hmi othw eyes dtsoemed Mat might 
htm mtm. bedrayid. Witti gnat ptesme ef mind t^e sailor turned his 
IsnterD, «» 4b» mme tiait MWiMir 'vith mpeetfol ditorettoa to his old 
master. 

Whispers ran from month to mouth amon^ thp, crcv, that the fii^itiTCS 
of Eu were on board the steamer ; but not one for a moment conceived 
the thought of serving the republic by a base betrayal of old age and mis- 
fortune. The crew pretended to observe nothing, whilst they were 
closely watching every one on board. When the steamer was moored to 
the quay of Havre, they ranged themselyes, as if accidentally, in two 
liaMit Mtimn imiAi thoracal timllm passed, ivtiilst uncoyering and 
Md lowing respectfully, mm irttorsd m a suppressed tons of ▼owe, 
**May heaven preserve you!" Such was the prayer of the republic 
itwdiy iitt sto d' tfcpough the vetee of its government, during that interval 
when gims were still firing, and tlio staias of blood were not yet 
washed from the streets of Pans. 

The only difficulty nowremainins; ^ya3 limited to the breadth of a quay, 
whi'.-h had to be crossed, in passipj? from the Rouen boat to the S-uith- 
ampton steanier. The king and queen, preceded by general Rumigny 
and general Dumas, crossed the quay without attracting any notice, and 
soon all were on board the English steamer. At the moment when the 
M&g wi0 itming down the kdder, a womm msliod ibvwsrd with ft 
lHrt8mmh«rlumd,eKslftittiBg^««ItiaheI itisthel^ iinoAeer 
adfaneed, apparsntiy for the purpose of ascertaining the fact by the 
•viienoa of his own eyes. It is too late," said the captain of the 
ilHunor; and he immediately osrdered ^ ladder to be withdrawn. 

This incident made a deep impression on the persons who accompanied 
the king. They were eonvinced thnt liis preservation depended on that 
eritieal moment, wltun his safety mir.'ht have been compromised by the 
exclamation ol a woman, and the curiosity of a soldier. Yet no order 
ibriopposing the departure of the king had been issued by any one, and 
inatractions perfectly advei^e to any attempt against his imety or libertjr 
^mvBtte tbo Issnds e^he govonment agents^ 

' 9he«tMaie» departed, and, during a stormy night, coSTeysd the Mng 
I^JIewhaTen, where he was informed that the hospitality of his son-in- 
im% tto MigeMie Mgisns^ hed ustgnedthepelaeeol OhmMit «b hii 

^hcMle. 

Other ricissitnde?, arising otit of a pimilar misconception resp<*et!nf^ the 
intentions of tlio gnvemmpnt and the magnanimity of the people, attended 
tlie flight of the duchess of Orh>ans tind her children, the duke de Ne- 
IBours and hia dlildren, and the duchess de Montpensier. 

So ended CJeiwtitutional Monarchy in France. Few Prenchnien eHi 
look back to it^with idl itd faultSi with other sentiments ttmn 'ttoij^W 
jwutt'o^ T'lftipfciwiywilit^ oawesdoii of ^opIflAoit meie^r lasif'flfee^ etf^^H[ 
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manifeetaiions of talent ? Its diplomacy iraa respected in Europe ; and, 
if we take 1815 and 1848 aa the two extreme points of a system, no one 
Wtt doubt the enormous advance of national prosperity. Thus iinished 
4Im •ymtftil mnet o€ Louis Philippe— in itaclf an hi^rioai romanoe. 
9f«nitli0lMt|]6«CTf^iM^lhe«iito aiC9^^ varied, 

§mft man. No nan toiled harder ; yet none hk labours more 
reveraed. Tet not entirely: for, though his Huiiily aie exiled, iia 
glorious public works he erected in France will live u monumieDta of his 
reign. His great claim with posterity will, probably, be his maintenance 
^f peace in Europe in several most difficult crises. No visions of glory, 
no clamours of opposition diverted him from that path. "With many 
faiilts, History will concede to Louis Philippe the possession of eminent 
qualities, untiring activity, and distinguished private virtues. No doubt 
m latter daya were embittered by toa ruin of his family's prospects, 
«ad by TiaioBs of baffled grestneM. 

Whilst the eraeiialioai of tbepalaee by the troops wis thus ^Medyt 
small nimiber of offieers and counsellors, some devoted to the dyasstf i 
come to the penMMi, and some only to the imsfiirtaiies of a lady, wece m 
consultation around the duchess of Orleans and her children. Among 
them was general Gourgaud, a friend of the emperor, and the voluntary 
companion of his exile at St. Helena, a man habituated to misfortune 
and fidelity ; a son of marshal Ney, M. d'Elohingen, MM. do Monta- 
guyon, Villaumez, and de Bois Milon. The report of three cannons 
shook the windows of the apar tment. The duchess uttered £i cry. It 
WB8 the artillery of the palace which was firing on the people as they 
Issned from the quay to the Ganoasel. The prineess sent g^eral Goai>- 

Snd to stop tike firing, and the artUlervmen extinguished their matches 
token of peaoe. Geiiefal|Qoiiiga!ad xetmnedi and M» Dopin fi»Uov«d 
him. 

M. Dupin, less a jurist than a legislator, for a long time the president 
of the chamber of deputies, an eminent orator, and the living embodiment 
of that spirit of resistajice and of constitutional liberty under the 
monarchy which had formerly characterised such men as Harlay, Mole, 
and rUopital, a democrat in manners and in dress, but a royalist in 
temper and sentiment, had been, from the year 1815, the domestic coun- 
UMllor and the friend, by turns rough and aflfoctionate, of the duke of 
Orleansy aflisrwaKds kliig. The ansteaty of his style of oeinmaalMn 
and the fliaipness of his saioasn had oonoealed finoat Iha eysft of 
country the obsequiousness of his personal attachment to the royal 
family. ^ He avenged hisaMslf for his compliaaee to the Imigen tho heads 
of the ministers of the crown. His popularity, which was compromiaed 
by the court, was regained by his independence in parliament. Learned, 
eloquent, clever, the oracle of administration, inOexible in tone, pliant to 
revolutionary movements, feared by the weak, respected by the strong, 

' and adequate to all occasions. M. Dupin was one of the great authori- 
ties of puUic^inion. Whatever course he took, multitudes followed in 

'Us 8fo^. He pfeasnted himsslf at thaa daaism aumasnt when the 
mrolution was in want of a staadstd araaad whiolL to xaUyw l^lia 
i^^turallv found in this lady and in this child. Kb kaa&iMl^tt tlAia 

^4y»sar k,^^ attrast t»lt tha aih >liaii» si^^he ftsgia, . 
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- The dnchess saw him enter the apartment, the presage at oaco of 
strength and of peace. ** Well, sir," criod she, " what are you come to 
tell me?" **I come to tell you, madum," replied M. Dnpin, in a 
'Saddened hut hopciui toiie, that perhapa the part of a second j^Iaiia 
TheroM if iiwirw i d ibr jumJ' DiiMfe me, air," repUed the piinoesa ; 
^ my ^ bekmg* io Fnmce ind to 917 bliildNii»" Well, tfaea, nudamj 
letuadepert; ^ Imto nol a momeiit to loie» Let ua go to the efaamW 
of deputies." 

This, in fact, was the only ooursc for Ihc duchess to take. The cause 
of the regency, already lost in the street?, mipht ho retrieved in the 
ciiamher of deputies, if that hody, in discredit among the people, hy itg 
courtliness of spirit, had preserved sufficient ascendancy to arrest the faili 
of monarchy. The presence of a woman, the grace and innocence of a 
child, were more powerful attractions than any speeches. Eloquence in 
iMtiaiB ift pity. The bloody mantle of "Onear, ejdiiUted «t the tribune,. 
-WMB laaa affoetiiig than the team of a yoiiiig and heaatifiil woman^ 
pi^esenting her otphan child to the lepieaeiilallm ef a ddvalnnia 
people. 

The due de Nemours, after having received the parting henediotion of 
hig father, and protert'^d his departure in person, entered as the last 
battalion of the troops from the Oacrousei were defiUsg thi^ugU tbe 
jgarden and along the quay. 

The duchess left the palace, leading her eldest son, the count de l\u8f 

Sr the band, while her other child, the due de Chartres, was carried iiz 
e anna of aa aide-de-camp. The duo de Keneurai jnei^ared 
tffl aoerifloee to aaTe his aiaterxia lav, and to seoare the regal daima of 
his iraid, 'andked beaide the prineeaa, 11 • Dapin waa conversing wiUi 
hu on the other side. A few officers of the household followed in 
silence. A valet- de-chamhre, nnmed Iluhert, who waited on tho 
children, formed the entire (sc oit if the regenry. This prospective 
royalty had only to travL^^rsc the isTviee between the royal gardens and tho 
badl of repreeentatives before it waa swailuwed up, together with the 
throne. 

- dcaroelyhad the piiaceaa pmeeded tm-thuda through the gajrde^, 
iimkm $L eDtamBt of fleptiblKaBa» wbo had been Ighting from the.pnviniia 
'Iftghtj^hMMaiag in number ae they approached) foraed an entmoe into 
>>Uie'filBea in spite of the troopa, iUed its ape7tmeflii^ ewept away evei^ 

tHiee of royalty, ptoclaimed the republic, tore away tho drapery which 
8?rved as a canopy to tho throne; and having taken the palace, made but 
-a short halt, and formed again, to march to the chamber of deputies, 

'■im the heeU of the rt i^ency party. It was the column commanded by 

i"«iptain Dunoyer, which multiplied itself in the course of the day. 

J' The chamber- of deputies was to have met at three o'clock, but, the 
TemHlm at* the- aaanring hanaar daaa^gni the aidei ef bnameasi the 

. m^t^itM9dhikb afaair ab eae ^elodc^-lhal beiM the tame at whioh 4ie 

Offtaaent : " • (a .li^- r n^r// t, MofjluBtix^ 

• About half^paat one the duchess of Orleans, and the two prinoes lier 
:-.ioaa, entered the eharnher, foUo^'cd by the dnc de NenK-urs. The count 
bidoiiParis was kd in first. With di^culty he penetrated aa^ fatirf^.^^e 
aaaieircle m iMpJ^^oLjhA ^eaidaal'aiiahiuei m^mwd^^w^iitipjlf^ 
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deputies and natloQal Ruards. The duckest seated herself in aa aim* 

immdMriy mflwv tbe pMMgw to tiie wimh f«lt oC tilt ctadMT 
4P«ve filled with an i niveott Mhf of the people and ■ntjqil momdB^ bc<h 
ttMd. Cries of You OiUMttMlwr YmlMmiio ns^tto 

were heard ; but the next moment a number of people forced tbeir w«y 
into the ohamber, and placed themselves under the tnbune, smroun^iTi* 
and pressing upon the duchess, who retreated, taking the yoiinc: princes 
by the hand, to the range of seats behind the deputies, and in Uont of 
the president ; the due de ^feniours and the suite placed themselves im- 
mediately behind the princess and her toot. The greatest agitattca 
nvnIMi Md it wa» A aiiiMBiirflir iiwuisi ^the pubtto «ataM 
jumng been ib^aM \ff eaeHier Mgr ef Ite people. 

IC. Dupis, vho came with the d»Bkiei> oeoeaded tin tabnne laMI 
deep silenoe, end said, Le Ike Resent skustion of the capital end «f 
the c*^Tintry, the chamber tp-es hound to assemble immediately. The 
kini^: lias abdicated. He has disposed of the crown in favour of his 
grandson, the r nmt de Paris ; and has constituted the duchess of Orleans 
recent.** (Applunse from all the eentre and some of the public tribunes, 
iuud disapprobation on the l^Jl ) 

A voiee ((Iran one of the tribunes) : It is too late !" 

A violent agitation and opposition to this propeettin kere amee. A 
nuBber of deputies collected rovnd the dnnheei ef Orlfwme end tiie Ml of 
the royel fproup. Ketional gvarde wtlbovt eemuiOtty mailed wUh 1km 
deputies. 

After the tumult bnd in fome degree pubsidcfl, M, Marie said, "The 
position of the people iniil ( }itin j:ed since the moniini;, :irid, as the r^ency 
had been already given by law to the due tie iNemours, it could not 
by transferred to the duchess. A provisional government ought to 
be nominated, for the purpose of conaulliug with the two chauibt^rs un 
tlie neeeeeitf of eeftisfying the wttbee of osyBli^." AMm a i&m 
words in sttpporl of this proposel from M. OrMeox mA tiie eibtf 
G^oude [a legitimist], 'M. Barrot, who had just entered, made n appeel 
on behalf of the count de PaaseBid tibe duchess of Orleans, dneg vliiDh 
the duchPM herself attempted to speak. M. de Larochejaoqudin [w* 
need hardly pay a legitimist] followed, in a temperate but tirm epeeii^ 
insisting on the right ol the people themselves to dt c idu on a future form 
of government. M. Michel Chevaliier [one of the ( rov. d, and editor of a 
newspaper] then ascended the tribune, but was violently interrupted 
dniiag the few phrases he uttered, on the score of nut being a member. 
WliHe lie wie epeeking, eaotte erowd Mke Into the ch i m&or , diMed 
In the most heteregeneowi niiMier— eene in Meiiiee, iMt dn^aoM^ 
iMlmete on their heads ; others witlugoeB belts and intafti7*4ift; o&ct 
in ordinary clothes ; but all with niBii efoutds, leneee, wp&m^WMit^ 
—and tri- coloured banners. They at once seized cm such eeets as were 
unoccupied : several even ascended the tribune. The president, to mark 
his di«appn>bation of their proceedin^'J, put on his hat. This crefit^i a 
dieadiui uproar, and the cry of, ** Ort with your hat, j^resident I" broke 
tnttk tile new-comers. Several of them even directed ibeir muskcta al 
hio^ The eoene wee one of elmoet uaomginable yiolenoe. 

LedraJieBi% ^nm hm place, oT<»fow^ing tb» Imrit wiA. JUb 
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VliM, Otttid, in ihe^MM •£ tke^Mopile, fof «ilBBM. JL nam oar ot4i0 

deputies now withdrew, and the crowd took posaeasion of tbor pltifo 
The tumult was tremendoug. The dncliess of Orleans, however, sat 
cnlmly amidat the uproar, and M. de Neraours conducted himself with 
great coolness and propriety. Aficr some time, M. Ledru-Rollin 
succeeded in makinjBf himself heard. In the name of the people, he 
prutedted agaiui^t tlic kind of government wiuuli had just been proposed. 
^Immense applause ; cries of ^Bnm>l bnm^r* from llie new-comers , 
and tb«ur ooamdes in the public tribiinasO AiradjFyia 1843, ha lui 
flwniwidnd tiie omtitution of 1791* (Chem.) Ihst MMtitofeion 
iwliwiii A«i it ibould be neccssaiy to wuioi an meftl to the people 
vlieneTer a regency bill was to be passed. (The loudest appUuse.) 
He protested, therefore, against the government that it is attempted to 
establish, in the name of the citizens who far the last two days had been 
fighting, and who would, if necessary, resume arms. (Cries of " Yes, 
yes;" cheers, with brandiahing of arms, and, in some cases, raising of 
muskets to ihu cihoulder.) He concluded by demanding, in the name of 
tbe people, a proTunonal gOTamment (CmitappUiiise.} 

M, de hmuK^a m ftUoiiMd auw liao <d argtuent m Aat •Aopted 
liy If, Ledru-Rolliii, tad was conliiuiaUy imterupted by thunders of 
mppiaaae. At thia momevt m Ywkat knocking was heard at the door o£ 
«n upper tribune, which was not entirely filled. On the door being 
opened, a number of armed raen rushed in. Several of them forced their 
way to the front seats, and pointed their muskets at the deputies. Some 
of the V. eapoQs were also turned in the direction of the royal party. The 
peraons immediately around the duchess and her children now endeavoiired 
to persuade her to quit the chamber, and in a few moments she did S0| 
■BBOBipaMia by her aaaa and the dmc de Menaawa. Tkey a eti i ia d fci Hal 
tol aaataaee to ike Hdtel dee LnFiMdea. but w«re mxm forced to flight. 
Sb» di^h^ aad ker children reached ttia BluM^ and the dno de Ka* 
snours Bowlfigap, and thence England. 

At the game moment with the duchess, M. Sanzet withdrevr from the 
president's chair, and nearly all the deputies who had remained now <]uittod 
their places. The noise and disorder at this moment were at the greatest 
height. Shortly after, silence being somewhat restored, M. Ledru-Rollia 
said, According as i read out the names of the provisional governiuent» 
ymL wiU aay * Y«s' er * No/ just as they please you ; and, in order to aet 
eAeially (!) I oall on thezepmeiBof thapnbliopieaato netedomliwMMa 
cad tbe manner ia tv^ieb they aaeaeaemdy tut Eaaaee may know irhaifc 
Ima been done hegoa." He then read out tbe naaies of MM. Dupon^ 
^ r£tiTe)^ Acago, de Lamartine^ Ledni-BolHiif Cbemieux, Garniee- 
Fag^s, and Marie ; all except the two hist were received with unanimoua 
aoolam ations —Gamier Pag^s and Marie had a lew negatives. (Cries of 
** To tlie lintel de Ville !" here arose, followed by a cry of** No civil list/' 
and another of No king !") The next instant M. Dupont (de TEure) took 
pofidesaion of the ciiau. Al. de Lamarline and Ledru-lloUin attempt^ 
affjually to obtua • hearing, but unsucoesftfully. Several aatiimrf 
gnaada wdMBoof &e pec^ ^ko naio dimum cttsmpts, but wiliMt 
effect. A ory then aroaoin ea^of Iho tribi— a of LwaitfaeipeAy* 
auid at once all tbe others taok at amt» 

M.^.Ta«artinii; '^A^mmaud ^ywwtnneai uriJi Umt eafle 
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** The names ! the names !" 

M. Oromicux, amniat great tumult: "It is essential that silent e l>e 
Kstortil, ui order that our venerable colleague, M. Diipont (do TEure), may 
read to you the namea which you wish to learn." lIic tumult, which 
had lulled for a Becond whikt the honourable deputy was fipeaking, reoom- 
me&oed just as violaiiUy as ^T^t tha aamoi wm wnttendown m a shall 
of paper, and thaty being plaoed en the end of a miskel, was ao paiadel 
about tiie chamber. 

M« JUsdni-EoIlin (in the midst of the xUHae)^ Aproyisional goTemment 
cannot be organised in a light or careless manner. I shall read over the 
names aloud, and you wiU approve of them or reject them, aa you think 
fit/* In the midst of shouts and cries ihe honouiabie deputy i uad out the 
names, but noiluni,^ could be heard. Nearly all the deputies bad by this 
time departed, aud Uie national guards and the people had the cuaniber 
to ^emselved* 

v. Ledm-B^ : Wa are ohHged to elose the aitting^ ia octe li 
proceed to the seat of coyenimeni." * 

FrumaUsides: « lb the Hotel de YiUe 1 Fhe la J^pmiUtue 

This most extraordinary sitting was then brought to a CMinoLaaioa it 
four o'clock. The people withdrew in the utmost tumult. 

The following sketch of the seven ineml)er3 of the provisional govern- 
ment appeared, shortly after their installation, in the Quarterly Hevieie, 
and though possessing, as mi^htbe expected, a rather unfavourable colour- 
ing, may, neverlhclcad, not prove uuinterestiug to our leaderij : — 

'^Dupont— called de rJBure, because in Bonaparte's shadow of a repro* 
aentatiYe ohamber in 1813, he was deputy for the department of Ain^ 
had £lled subordinate le^ offices in the ooarts of Bmien throughout 
reYolution and the empire^ and, though he had accepted the title of 
ChmaUer from the emperor, he professed, as far as he daredy xapuUiean 
opinions, and did so openly after the restoration. Ho was Louis 
Philippe's first minister of justice after the three g:loriou3 days of July; 
and — to do him justice — ^he separated from him on account of the same 
radical principki^ which have now replaced him — not in p(jwer, indeed, 
for his age and his natural mediocriiy of talent forbid that, but as the 
nominal head in the govemmttity where he is a ciphei^-his name at the 
fiiotof adecveeifteanano aunetiiaii ^IUbw^f^ e^mHity^ mmd JRwUmUi/ 
at the top. 

M. de Lamartine is of a different olaai; he is well known to the worH 
as the first poet of what is called the romantic school, and he has lately 

obtained additional celebrity by a history of the Oirondins, which partakes 
still more of the character of romance than his verses. His first political 
impressions were legitimist, because he is essentially a gentleman of hi^b 
feelings aud a cultivated — over- cultivated — taste, but he is a ridiculous 
victim of personal vanity. This reveals itself in all his works. 

M* An^ is, as every body knows, a sawMi of great scientific celebrity; 
as a politteian he is as yet only loiown as a bold, and sometimes bhxsterbig 
actor of the easy part of oppottng all authority. Onr resdeia will rseol- 
lect the celebrated visit of remonstranoe which he made to the king on 
the events of June, 1832. In this interview M. Arago debated 

hemenUj that < ha aarmi would aoospt mty pia^ loMmMt^ mi tel 
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iMSBHttilMHMaitttdyid^qmt poHOoal life «id vfttam flStogeOier ^ the^ 
studies which he perhaps might never to haw q%tUM,' TIm king Bmiled 
this declazBliQii ; bat M. Odillon Barrot attested M. An^t aincerity 
ia still stronger language. * M. Arago/ said he, < curm the political 

duties which for the moment withdraw him from hig favo!irite studies.* 
tJpoja which, M. Capeligue, the ablest historian we have of the last twenty 
yeg.rs, remarks that, *in spite of these energetic profession?, M. Arago 
deemed erery day more and more to cling to political atrairs.' It a ain- 
coinddencei that, when the 10th of August had brought in a repub« 
jninistnrt If onge, a mmm^ was Apmnntedy aa Arago bad been, to th& 
defaftoMiit of tiia Maniie» ior no ottier naaon tban beoanse tanMm 
oonafemet the tablas by wlucb psaotioal aaiigators find their longitude ; 
which is about at good a laMoa aa if ataniMvdiottld be placed at the head 
of the military departmenti beoauae a& any eaimot maveh without 
ahoes. 

*' M. Gamier-Pag^swas one of two brothers by different fathers, that had 
* bean reduced by honourable misfortunes.' {Dix AnSy iii. 10). The 
elder brother's name was Gai nier and the younger brother's Pag^s, which 
they combined into Oamier-Pagcs, to give to two yery common names an 
ttietooMkioal aiv— ^sr nothing ia hmnau nature i§ so arietoeratical^ as hr 
as hiaui^ is concexaed, aa a demoorat The younger bxothor eeems to 
hmwe struggled on with business, while the elder begone an avoeat^ and, 
jacking himself remarkable for his republican opinions, was elected int^ 
the chamber, and took his seat on the same day (2nd of January, 1832) on, 
which OaiTel hoisted the republican flag in the Natioml. ITe there showed 
considerable talent and tact, and Ijecame one of the leaders of the party. 
He was arrested for a supposed share in the deplorable events of June, 
1832.* He, however, died m 184:o, aud the younger brother has succeeded 
to his plaoe in the party. He is said tobe amiule and agr e e ab le in pri* 
TVte life) andy though not a yery striot mofslisti will not, it is thought, 
eaiaourage an^ Toxy xarolutionary excesses. It seems that his eoUeaguea 
must tbink highly of his abilities, for they have zamoved him to the most 
difficult of all their offices — the ministry of finance. 

Of M. I^dru-HolUn, the minister of the interior, we have heard more 
than we wish to repent without more precise information. lie is a 
lawyer of great vehemence and no great business, who has been a good 
deal employed for the regicides aud emeutiers, and was the professed 
representative of the communist interest ; he it was whose audaeity in 
the dMinhert on the 24th of Fabrnary, ciaated the fiatisisoal ^oven^ 
ment; and he it is whose audaoityy wa tfaiak, will accelerate its ftU* 
Hia yaid a wt to Ireland during the summer ol O'dsBneU's monster 
meetings, and was pointed out to the Irish popidace at Tare, as a 
deli^te from the v^uhliflaBS of fraaoe. Ha is manisdi it ia said, to* 
en Irish lady. 

M. Marie, miniater of public works, is also an avocat, and has been much 
eiz^loye4 in the same class of cases as M. Ledru*iiolim j but he seems to 
• ' ^ 



•> Tide ^vas during; the able aud resolute mitiifitrr of Cnsimir Tcricr, "whom the 
republicans particularly hated and dreaded. lie had been long ill and the czpccta<^ 
tion of aU parties that his death wonld ad ranee the repatiliBsn cause was ezprssscfiS 
m a pytiar as i— iw i r#» las a Ay at rs fliri si ^r sawi mtinam mtm» mmt 
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litjre liad more general boisineBB, and it Im «f « msn Iswyw^ke and 



^ M. CMmiiBSy 4w ttftuiler of justiee, «f ^ Jewish religion, is «f 
owme A lawyar, of the Bome olass and opioiooa «s Mam. Xdedni-Eoilim 
aad Mnaoi but, we think, of less legal and indeed leas general lepii- 

tation. His chief claim to be mnde minister of jnstiee Beema to haYcl^cTi 
that he had incurred some kmd of official 'censure from the body of aroca tg^ 
** Marrastia a jouraalibt who first made himself remarkable by the bf )ld- 
nefifl and sometimes by the ability of his articles in La Tribune. He 
became particularly aotoiiouo for a Ubel charging Casimir Parier and 
manhal Souk with todng w«nnad large awpi w ocnajyiny at > ftwitt 
IflBtommt te maaketi ani» l^tfaa mtoiMa GiaMt, inA a u a u a uttj 
<mTicted of mast scandalous c ma f taun « ftefeet of x>olioe. rkft tiUtt 
liMr— far such no dotJit it i r o» M anant was BenbaBoad io a fine a€ aaa 
hundred and twenty pounds and six months' imprisonment. He was 
latterly the editor of the National^ the chief repiihlican organ, and, indeed, 
is so sti:], though he has, while he contiuues a member of the provisional 
govermuent, substiiuled M. Duras, as nominal director of the paper. In 
a letter to his friend requesting him to take that duty, he says it is Vo^^t 
ie plus cJier de tnea disira et Vtmique iatisfacUm de ccmr d lofwUe tupin 
$mtn mt UU a m . The plma ia not a imry dear ena, perhaps ie tto( 
mecnt to he— awr Mm it seem to us quite oaaveot to talk of ambiHm^^ 
mfWing to what it has left behind ; hot k the meaniog be that KL Ifanat 
hi^aethst kie political eleyation may be of short dnrationy we think 
the vish a prudent one, and yery likely to be gratified— particularly 
if, as we have heard, he is really a man of some discretion and good j^ense, 
though a very thoroughgoing party writer* He also is mamed to an 
Englishwoman, 

**M. Ferdinand Flocoa is another journalist, of whom we know nothixig 
jniee <h«a that he is neer editor efJbJB^^^n^i aai eae»e te have baa« 
awediaaewiilof IhaMirahUoaA'^teMaiitf the Isteieign, aadeaffmi 
large infliotkMia of fiae and impthMnBaent for seditious liMa. 

<^ As to Albert, a woHmtm^ ralaed aaidenly bj this insurrectioii oC hia 
fellows into sudden eminence, we could not have expected to know mnch. 
Wo had heard and read indeed of a certain Monsitnr Albert y the prime 
agitator of T/yons, who was the chief conspirator and main cause of the 
three depluiable days of April„ 1834 — the most premeditated, impudent, 
and wanton waste of life and property that we ever read of, for it wa^d 
without the slightest excuse, and had no possible objeet but an exhibition 
of lepahUafiamoaeedtarhalenae. The dataila el thia madaaA wiahei 
i a aoCT a eU en. baang givw «mi eMora in M. Loak Bleae^a W9tk with aa 
ffBLall praise of the patriotism of the said Albert, we MMght have hat a 
suspicion that he and the A^if Xiouis Blanc's colleague in the provi- 
sioTial government, were the same person — but that the Albert of LtyoDe 
is ahvays called Monsfcuy, and is represented as a wealthy maii, who Bet 
up and maintained out of his own pocket the republican journal, JLa 
Olarieuse — while the member of the proyisional goirernineat ia alwAja 
* Albert, ouvrierj 

**yre hare leaeryed for theltit H. LooiaBleiie hiaiaelf, Ihepavaoa wha 
w eBipect haa had a leiger ahace ia the wrelatiea •thaa any oC hie eaL* 
iaagiea. Ja iea jawflirti wglif id en X# M^mm, a 
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has advocated not reform but revoliUion in its widest and uiost radical 
extent : just as iiobcapierre published, under the titlo of DefenBCur de la 
Ckmstiiutiottf his paper^ whose not cdncealed object was to subvert it. 
But it WIS aot«OMob hf tiw £0tnm that bm fwBiimce iras establiblicd 
as bf tke wwk wkkk w» h$m m aft«t alliiM to, I^MiiMr§ S$ Ute 
whiek is an extnordinAiylBeyteallthe Sm$ut€8 from 1830 to 1840, an4 
afTOghetie «K^anatiaa ctf <ha at BstMti ophe which has jmst kapfened.^ 
Mo sooner was the proTiaiona! goYemment installed in office, tiian it 
found it would have difficulties of no ordinarY mfiL^nitude to contend 
against. It nce-d liardly be stated that it existed almost entirely by suffer- 
ance of the mob, w hich had overthrown the monarchy, and the most 
eztrayagant demanda were of course made upon it, none of which it 
dared openly refuse. Crowds of refugees, coxupirators, and demagogues 
fiookedtftPantfimflllpirti <tf JBarope, to aeek ftr u4 aeiiaBt their 
MWiiiTff, 00 tkat it wm «t oae tlmo gMstly feaisod tlurt flomo themnw 
of 19M mif^t be enaotoiow agam. Hid the zerohitioft bo turned into « 
propagandist combination against monarohies all orerthe world. PoloB, 
itolians, Belgians, Germans, and even Irishmen, ur^eA their respective 
grievances upon the notice of the government, and implored succour. 
The courage, tact, and moderation of Lamartine alone, saved the country 
from the frightful calamities ^ liich foreigix wars might have brought 
upon it, and he it was who put the revuiution on the road to peace and 
n^se. 

Another diflonl^y tad onoitiaiiMO frightful, woo inmoiiao lOMOS off 
M&ifteM tfaoiocoiit ihangflohadthrofwiowtcf employment, and leltto 
m&mi idly about the atree^a, an oaay prey to designnig damgogm, and 
Stnsteaiala for the aooiafist and communist clubs, wnieh were in full 
«eration in the various parts of the metropolis, to work upon. Louis 
ffiinc thought he had here a p:olden opportunity for realising the Utopian 
schemes which he had put 1 )rward some time previously in a work 
entitled The Orpanisation of La bow. He laid it down as a settled maxim 
that it was the duty of the government to find employment for every man 
willing to labour, to pay bam a flxad tato of wages, and apply the pcodnota 
of hla toil to natiowil purposaa. HiaMooof padSMt national hapmiwai 
wm to tmafinn tho atate into a gaeat workshop^ and the population 
Mo a number of joumoynun, wfio were at the aamo ttan partnera in a 
gfOnt loint-stock association. It is hardly nece?sn»7- to point out the 
libffiirdity of a scheme like this; but, nevertholese, the provisional govern- 
ment were forced to adopt it, and, in doing so, drew upon themselves a 
.^toi ni of obloquy and ridicule from the enemies of the revolution, and 
nowhere greater than in England. The principal evil which flowed from 
it was the false hopes and extravagant expectations which it led the 
labouring dassea to anleitatn* Upon every poiat Lamnliiie haa, iro 
thiah* aneoaaafully defanded tiio oondnot of hiaualf and hia oolleagues, 
M will appaar ftmn wini I9U0WS. 

Ono of the ya li li o a l and social solutiona of tbo oaaia 'wenid have 
|)ee% in the opinion of certain members of the g^yemmcnt, a vast body 
of unemployed men, suddenly occupied in some great public works for 
the fertilisation of the French soil. I^amartioe shared this opinion. 
Sorrje of the socialists, then moderate and prudent, though afterwards 
naoleat and faotiousi urged the goyemment to takse a first step in fur- 
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tiieraiice of thissdieme. A great campaign, in the interior of France^ 
■with a^icultui'al implemeats for arms, iii^e the campaigns undertaken 
by the Itomans or the Egyptians ioi digging eanftls or draining the P«>n- 
tine nunUee, appemd to tbm penoDi to tlM emm murlMd out -ftr 
m republic Miotu at eoallaniag «i pettoe, luid wfii^ property, by 
protecting and riinD^ op the proletarian class. Thk WM tlie idea of 
the honr. The appomtmeat of a nuniftteriAl department for the adi^ 
nistration of public works on a rvL^t fonle would have been the poliey 
appropriate to the situfition of affairs. One of the great errors of the 
g^tvemmf rU was puytponing too long the realisation of these ideas. 
jDuring this postponement, the national workshops, crowded by "misery 
and idleness, became day by day more buidensome, more unproductiye, 
and more menacing to public order. 

In tiie otttset, hoirvrav tiiey asbibiM so alanning dtaraoter^ Thegr 
iwie mevdy an expedient for veatioilw ovder; a rough plan of piM» 
•aeistaiioe eontriyed on tine morrow of a revolution, by i£e necessity of 
lusUuBg food fur the populace, and yet not maintauung them in 
idleness, for fear of the disorders to which that idlene?? would lead. 
M. ^larie manifestod considerable intellig^enoe in his manner of organising 
these labourers, though their work was unalti nded by any useful result 
in the way of production: he formed them intu biii^iides, to each of 
which a chief was appointed, and he inspired them with a spirit ul dis- 
cipline and order. Ftom being a Ibroe at the aiercy of the sooitH^ and 
Hie insurgents, M. Marie ttnnafomed them, In the apaee of fourttonlhi^ 
into apretorian force. They were, it is true, an idle body of men^ but 
tiiejr were commanded and direeled by chiefs, who seoetly fliNmd the 
anti-<ocmli0t opinions of the goremment. Until the conyocation of the 
nationPvl assembly, thc?e workshops formed a counterpoise totho^^rrtarian 
assemblagus at the i.uxembourg, and the seditious meetings in tlio rl-ib?. 
They were oiiensive to the eyes of the Pftrisiane, by reason of their va*t 
magnitude, and the inutility of their labours, yet they sereral times 
protected and saved Taris, though that fact was not known to the inha- 
htante of the capital. So telton being in the pay of Leeds Mane, as 
ins -alleged, the iroikiBen were inspiied by the spin* of his adumate 
At first they nunbered only twmtf thoueaad, Imt eyery day bfiragfat 



a fresh reinforoement of poverty or idleness. The fcrtineBtion wontt^ 

commenced so improyidently and precipitately, had drawn to Paris a 

mags of nbout forty thousand workmen, who, being once establi<?hed hi 
the capital, would not leave it. These men, who were for the most pait 
carpenters and masons, had none of the conditions of a resident popidl* 
tion. The republic was thus doomed to expiate the impmd^'Tice of the 
monarchy. Those branches of industry which supply the demands of 

>r in " 



luxury, and which m natataUy the ilial to loftr in politieal 
tiemt, were saddenly mpended throac^bwut Fads. The mtnga wf 4i* 
wo ri tpe op le soon became^^chaoBtedi smL their iSMBlUee wm rndwud^ 

seyere pdvation. Some of the more wealthy manufiMtorerey from a 

l^nerous desire to n^^ht their workpeople, retained a poition of tiieflS'ai 
naif-wages. In certain ninnufaetoriep, one-half of the workp<»opH' 
instead of being employed throughout the whole weok, woiised only four 
flays, whilst the other half were idle ; then thopo who had been r^m* 
tS^^ ^»(t off w&tkj la their turn, for the sake oi making wiqr for their 
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M&rades. But from wttk to made Itiye establiakmenta were sqfMMIh 
fiively closed ; and the oons^quence was, that two hundred thrniXml 
artisaua of Paris ^rradiially enrolled theiOMljffiB ia tke teSBIpwniy mif 
which occupied the national v>'ork3hop.i. 

To these artisans were epeedUy joined numerona professors of tiiu liberal 
arts, whose last reauurceB were likewise exhausted. These consisted of 
artiiitii, desigaera, correotora of the press, bookdeiiers' derka, literary 
men, actors, &o. PanBonc whose occupationft had heretofore beea oon^ 
iBaed to the ipen or th^ gmW| now preaented tbeiuwlves at the mU^mI 
workshops courageoualy asking for pieksset or spado^ vharewith to dig 
the earth in the Champ do Mars ; or requesting to he sent to any Oin> 
penter'a yaisd when labour might be assigned to thottt 

Every morning, on the boulevards, in the Champs Elya^ea, and in the 
faubourgs, parties of from twenty to a himdred men, of all ages and in 
aU sorts of attire, mi^lit be seen proceedicg to their work — each party 
being preceded by a lla^ and headed by a brigadier. The countenances 
of these men wore a melancholy, but earnest and patient expression. 
It was evident that they felt an honourable conviutiun of the sad duty 
they had to Mfll to their f aauliee ; hut it wai ahM> OTideiKt that th^ 
wevalully senaUileof tiie duties whieh the goreament wae fulfilling 
tewarda them, in aiding thea by means of labour. Owing to the defee- 
tire way in which that labour waa oi^ganised, it was unfortunately ]lmt a 
eemblance of public assistance — an expedient dictated by the lu-gency of 
^0 moment, with tlic yien' of providing ngainst want, trouble, and 
despair. Every evening these nKm retiirn(_-d m the pamn order to their 
respective quarters. They themaeivea performed their own poiico duties, 
and kept up a voluntary sj'stem of discipline among themselves. Their 
wages were paid to them every Saturday, This wasi not a goveriiment 
organisation, as was aubaequently endeavoured to be shown ; it was a 
aamdaad indlqjMiuahle dtmhutifMn of alma on the part of the states 
vnirhoiioiifBdhy Ihe aemblanoe of labour. Thaw workahopa of Panla 
(mid the same neoemity oauied similar (mee io be instinctiyely organiM^ 
m aU the mamiimtnring towns^ had ewteinly the efEeot of weaning 
Omny wmionen from theliabit oi serious labour ; but they rescued tho 
masses from starration aaAdef^air^ iaved aoeiety ktm twiuXtf attd pro* 
perty from pillage. 

The government committed one grand error in tlie outset. It wa^ that 
of neglecting to nppl} the labour of these workshops Uj great works of 
public utility, and of not dispersing them at certain distancea from Pari^ 
and other great cities, which w ere the Tuinariee of eedition^ When thia 
4iip«niefn wailbvBAtohedieiiahle,itwaatol^tooeffiMt^ Aoothep 
atmy would hare heeAreqiked to eiilHee the emwiti^ 
Humanity aa well as necemity eaused the wotfcahopa to be tolerated until 
iigiiTiiiiiiii as the reyolutionary mm haying pamed oy«B, theee elements 
wiei!e le-abeorbod by pmfte labomr, and their ovetflowlng atemmed by 

restored public energy. 

So mucli tor tlie national workbhops, which have been represented as 
a sy steal, but which' were merely a transient expedient, terrible, but 
necessary. Those members of the govern ment pu^abadcd of moat few- 
sight looked forward with apprehension to the moment when eeditioil 
weoid creepioto this nudeus of mia^ and idtexWM|ba«l "Vil^ Jit j&igh^ 
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1^ fcrnn^ necessary to dissolve it either hy gentle means or by fom. 
However, Bedition did not find its wwy iato tko«e wetWiops until after 
tlieniMtinff of IteMtimilMienbly inPttim n^tpm^vadcon 
wUefaillieMiegiikr mt i/ mmuA of tii* vepiWe mmcL tetiMd i» 

In short, the provisional <!:orernm(^T!t 'were expected tofeoc! tho worldng 
popiilation, to augment and equip the army, to restore credit to the dis- 
ordered finanrc?, and re-establish trade and iudiisirj', and all this without 
any of the machinery or elements of strength which a regular govern- 
ment has at its commajid ; and it must for over remain a sLriking proof of 
the talent and devotedness of ttekidiYidaalf wk» fitted Obm vmatm offices, 
that erery obo of thMW 4SMi9Mm mm ormonio. 

TMr neod em wm to take immediate steps Ibr Hke AtHkm of a 
H^<|(n^ as?emM} , by the soffirages oi the whole population — ^wfaieh 
ihoidd settle the ^am of the eensdt^ition, and relieve them of the burden 
of their 8elf-asj?^]med power. But before this, they bad to defend the 
Vtry existence of property and society against the attempts of tbe 
iociaiista and red republicans or terrorists ; and the danger was the greater, 
idnce Louisi Blanc and Lediu-liullin were both in their interests, and 
were doing all in their power to thwart the efforts of their eoUeaguaa and 
mniwtuno Xhmr iw^ienoo Oa tids stthjeot wibill aaiiBmoto Imr 
tino, to wlioM jnal and diflonlieii Fiawe owwao »iuk« Kb Mb 
Ijm ef the oempositiaii of Jhumm mw^afc tbe porioi of the revelft- 
lion, limy Msnt iu m iiiidentoii4togiBM7 of IfeA 
occurred: — 

"Thi«? school multiplied during the rosl^ration and the reign of I>ouis 
Philippe, and its sophisms were rendered popular by oppression, fo#terf4 
by immoraiity, propagated by imitation, and made the subject of re- 
joicing to the after- taa to of crioie, which iuiks in the depths of some 
minds. To suppress remorse was sol enough, it wat neoeaoary to saac* 
tion Hio oflteieo; and omon tbk degreo of alwinitj' was attiioad, Qiaa*> 
ratiofDs of B^oda wovamoutidM im tfuaa iioaa* FalM aataas diflaaal 
them, feelile a atin w s yialM to them, aad perrerse ones oonvartad liWB 
into a sebsno of g o wa n a wm t, and a fierce and turbulent spirit. 

** These were the elements frOTn which arose in France, not the repnb- 
lidUi body, whieh thrilled with horror at sac h theories, but the conTCTi- 

tlonalistand terroriBt party, whofic rallying word waa ihe oaaYanyoii,and 
whose ideal was terror. ^ 

** This party, which suffered their ideas to transpire in their writings, 
|avual% and public addresses, disclosed tfaem more clearlj, and 
SMBtod aBtbatt wMmaioMaiWI^iB amaod'ttairiMaooialiflHiMB^Mik^ 
torranean awanMias. Tkm to wwdi ramiiiliiaa aai rapuiiiu mmm 
as in tho oewacils of true repiikfiBaB0k wjmuiii|Maa wi^liMlfV*fliiM|| 
and the xnorality of the citizens, nnd^ a goTsonnent of reason aad ima* 
nimoug rights ; but with this party they signified the violent triumph of 
one portion of the nation over the rest, it was the avenging dommion 
of one class over all tlio others — the tyranny of the low in exchange fbf 
that of the high — the substitution of arbitrary will for laW} iSsaaitaMi 
fcr itistice, sad Iho axe ftr tlio power of goyernment. 

**aiai i i itfim to 'ilK a » s ltoA «na <l ii Hh «dherontaof itaditontaa» 
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tions, this party was reinforced by the ignorant portion of the floating 
population, made up, as in all large capitals, by those who belong to no 
country and no class of society, but who, in all convulsive and revolu- 
tionary movements aie always found ready to inundate every street and 
sQuare with their agitation, misery, and dertitiilijOB* 

<*Ifc ifl one iif tiie gieaitoat erimM of our older fotmotwoMfihtAkldt 
liih ■iiffiirii^ TomnMit nf An ygnilaHiw nf mir tntkm iirifhnnit mttimrtimtj 
mgaoEtAiimj or pisotootion. Great ¥ices g^riaiaite ia esfcreme misenr ; 
te ipiieie there ia etignation there will also be corruption. Crime ia the 
memtmoi indigence and brutality; and the duty q£ a Eepubiio ia t(» 
enlighten, purify, and ameliorate such masses." 

SuelL waa tbeajcmy of thia party, which set up aa iU standard the red 

Vanquished the evening before in the last couvulsive disturbance, at 
the Hotel de Ville, by the resolution of the proTiaional gOferftmattt, e«9* 
ported by the energetic oo-operatieft ef Lemaittaa^ajMeainoe and addr aa a, 
the terBoriala iMd Mtired ia aileiiea, bat Bot inm Taaignafimi They 
Wii im ntwd far ftft THif— ^ all hope of disputing the supreme power with 
m goyenunent that had beea established by the twofold acclamations of 
the aheaabar of deputies and of the Place de Gr^ve, for they had no 
names they could bring forward to compete with the popularity of those 
of Dupontde I'Eure, Arago, Ledru-Rollin, Marie, Cre'mieux, and Lamar- 
tine ; some of which had been rendered illustrious by parliamentary 
contests, others by letters, science, or the bar ; some by all these modes 
of cielebrity combined ; others, again, by the reputation of public iute- 
mty —the noblest of all fonns of popviariiy. Obaeiue namae^ hmmm 
only to the different aeetaHMi weaU at tiut mmmkhmr^ laapiiedtiia 
departmenia mti^ aataniahiaent, koayation, and perhaps even apprehea^ 
mm^ TUu lepeMio irnnli! hm ataink backnilk dieferust at the fimt 
ate' and il vaa ahaelntrlj neoaaaary that the government should have 
SSuunteeaaad ifeiwaii teiadMe Maato beUere iailamk^» and tniat 
ta ala pledgea* 

The terrorists were compelled, in spite of themselves, to admit this 
truth. Their ambition prompted them, indeed, to seize oji the power 
which they desired to retain exclusively to themselves. They admitted 
naither peace, concord, nor toleration towards the natuaial the 
boiireeoisie, the departmenU, the clergy, the gr«a*«f leajflT JaDOaa 
prietora, or indeed towiaia any party trliaia tibey laeladad midaa the 
name of the ttiafeoeEaoy. Their premeditated swaf w nothmg aieae 
Aaekmiam; but, conscious of the horror which the op^ 
>a£ thair prindplea would produce throughout the whole of 
laadf despairing of winning by their and icity, to im- 
aoneptitiously on the country by displaying their 
Steength on the following day, vanquishing the capital by the fascination 
of terror, and the provisional government by the force of arn^ and by 
intimidation, by embarrassing its operations, and by the mtroduction ^ 
of their chiefs into his councils, and thua fiaaUy compelling tfte 
MPubUo to adopt at once the red ilag» ia pepefef ItaaeoapteieeaC tta«r 
cmaiim, and ot tfcairaia»pBWipat«iathaw power. 



Digitized by Google 



MiitoMr; m iwr twftn 



Indigent iod igmmat, in ovdor to nimim^ wtimSt At riwwit i at • 
WMiA wvolvuooMy deluge which might demlprtftwhat the first Bililiial 
Mmikion had ipi>ed» — d ilimoiiih wthrtflha tmitnimmigi tkftfaflib 
iHid established. 

Thej succeeded but too well. The universal fermentation sen ed their 
lie signs, for all the sound aa well as corrupt elements of the population had 
been so disturbed and confused amid the preneral excitement of erents, 
that it was easy to give them a new impulse and direct at will an exten- 
mve insurrection, guided by skilfiil and daring leaders^ and accomplished 
by bltad nd isvouAtuy agenlii To wk niw tortlMi dartrostifla 
^ tlMi iiqwilitio, wdir tba fMfttit of tiiuag Ia ito tjnannfllithMfiBtt wif 
Hie iiopa of the terrorists. 

Snry nation ooiisiita«l two pttti; that is aay, whftlmt may be 
the equality in rights enjoyed by a people, they will always exhibit an 
inequality in their habits and instincts. The most virtuous man bears 
within his nature certain elements of vice, a certain possibility of com- 
mitting crime, which he subjugates and annihilates by virtue and hu- 
manity. The human kmd coUective-ly is organised like man iudi viduaUy, 
and ia but the indiyidaal muUij^lied bj milhoiia. Grime ia an element of 
4hi hammldmiitmaAiaioimk^ be nieroaaei in e famidahle proportiett 
' jttemr agf^onamtion of man; end keneetke ■oceiaity iat knm aid 
fobyemaaa. 

It was this yuAaoM part of the people, ferocious in their instincts, that 
the terrorists appealed to on this occasion for the support of their theoriea; 
pointing out the abasement of the higher classes as a source of vengeance, 
disorder as a season of rule, society as a prey, spoliation as a hope, the 
supremacy of one class above all others aa the only true democracy, con- 
fiscation and proscription as legitimate arms, a oonventiou rultd by the 
demagoguism of Paris as the xepnUie^ and pcomiaing tribnaea ioc hfp*' 
latova, eseetttiaiieni te lietoa% and the mmatiaBaiy aw inthaybMaC 
laaanm and eooaeienoe among a victorieni people. 

Tboae who took each a view of the lepublio wm few in number, and 
aompoaed for the most part of young conspirators, pallid from their TigUa 
in secret societies, and elated by nocturnal disputations, without respect 
for decency, and irresponsible in the midst of associations where all was 
feverish excitement; poisoned from infancy by those evangelists of 
terror, who had deified Danton for his daring in murd^, and St. Just 
for his coolness in immolation. They were men rendered bitter by the 
iaolatienof tliev tkmdik af wlian^ aana we tempted by Uia.ideai^ 
firtatkig netfoni wliifia mgrdaeaedma^ h a a a m a ^bagr wm^.9m 
occurrenee; others mere parodiaCaef wa daava of the first larolatianp 
Ipiagiarwta of the soaffold; oihan, again, 'weie ambitioua of aiMwuiag a 
name in history, whatever might be the price which conscienoe wait 
pay ; while others, jealous of the celebrity of oriaaef dvelt Y*\h iTliflpr 
en the immortality of Marat and Basbeuf. 

It had long been seen, by the schemes and writings of these men, that 
their souls were filled witli sinister thoughts, and that if a revolution 
awfeeei^la lh ai i uer a ia e dadgna, they would liesitate at no aot, and mo 
Aaa^tiMteaaldMailMlithaMfiaiato Xhej 
^tmmMm aophMKeC tte 9m and VMi^ dalibaaiftflf «d» 
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Mm 0O«ldoidirflHnut dwr lofw tea tiM Jimtt and iM«fc 
i^hitig dwgs of tW pmrirtiaa »f Jm^ eapitik, Ariin iirwiiBfi nnlj 

in masses of idleness, debaucheiy, ^d the Toluntary iniiiiy of fioe ani 
Immoralilfy fiur imm la^^l ihed aiitOMi by ^am^Mmt mi, mmiI in- 
dustry. 

The mass of <thc industrious populatioa of Paris had, during the pre* 
ceding fifty years, made immense progress in knowled;;e, true cirilisa* 
tion, and practical vii tuc. Equality had ennobled and iiiuustry enriched 
them. Contact with the different classes formerly known as the bour- 
geoisie had polished end softened their ideas, language, manners, and 
Salute; the diffusion of instruotion, the pronotkm of eooneoiy by the 
Bt^MiAmmi of saYings banke, me Inemsing minibei* of books end 
joama!^, of seotel tmd religious soeieties» the increase of compelenoe^ 
which affords a greater opportunity for leisnre, and leismre whiek fiiToun 
reflection, had all tended to produce in them the happiest change, while a 
rational conception of the true community of iuterestg bot'.voen them and 
the bourgeois classes with whom they became amalgamated hfid also pro- 
duced a community of ideas. The immense mass of infornmtion tliat had 
penetrated through all channils among the wurkiag classes of I'aris, 
guarded them against a blind predilection for the domination of the 
terrorists; while the recolleotion of the terrors, punishments, proscrip- 
tioii% oonflseatioBS, aasfgnati, and forced leans of the fiiet lepuhUoy fen* 
dmd Ikiidliar by the general diffusion of historioal knowledge amoag 
all diaeoi of the nation, inspired horror an the poor as wdl as the liek. 
Conscience occasionally decido<^ with more justi^^-e Rmon^ tho <»;f>npral 
masses than the elite of the population, for it is almost the oniy moral 
organ whi' h they exercise. Sophistry is only for the use ot the learned 

— natuie has no knowlod^e of it. 

Conscience and iiicmory interposed their barriers between the people 
and tlie excesses to wkiui the terrorists would lead them. Although 
half a Mitury is mora than half the span of Ufo allotted to men, it u 
•» sImH an inaSFMl In ike life of nations, that 1848 actually ap- 
pend jonly as the morrow of 1793, and tho people trembled lest the 
pavement of tkoir atmta should stain their ft«itwilh the Uoodof the 
first republic. 

• The terrorists of ^^^4S, therefore, in their flcsigii of seising on the con- 
trol of thj» pecond republic, could only appeal to the two elemmts whi h 
oro nhvays to be found at fi^^asons of convulsion in a city numliuring 
fiAccn hundred thonsand initabiiants, — crime and enovj both of which 
were at that moment at their disposaL 

- vntmr-wererlko party ^f Ihe fttsd oon^ets, debated inr morala, stag- 
'iMiixig in liee^ moiling in etlme) efw lecving aftd Momina to tkmr 
jpllMns, and existing in one Ihtal alternatfiea of erime and paolduqRit; 
men ejected from the galleys, pM retted hf eeatact with dungeons. Tbsn, 
■ ^too, ftere were the miserable wretches who exist in Paris on tho chances 
"of tho pi^sip^^- hour, the snares tlif^y spread, and the infamous eailings 
■Ihev pursue in a corrupt cnpitn! : nir-n driven hy bad ronute to hida their 
'lives am\<\ the throng, who, }iavin;2; lust th« regular conditions of extat- 
'Onee by disorderly condueti and unviiUiiig to recover ihent by dial ^^of 
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in^iutry, assume an attitode of hatred and war against every form of dis- 
cipline and society i meu who, perverting all relations of human morality, 
make a (irofeasi^in of vice sod a gloiy of oolme ; men who live in the 
eddying iHMirf mndf HoMa^ tdbMirM faiienim agitelioii, erer 
iltllng thfavt fer Uood ni lutm iB ckMfb 

Mtiwsemeiiy whon one tiiwAw at torfgirthig by<he ganie iii^ 
ih» people) constitute a man ef aearly twenty thousand yagabonda xeadj 
for every work of destnwtioii, VDHoticed in times of qmS^ bat enwging 
from the shade and swarming tbronc^h the thoroughfares in moments of 
civil commotion — ^men, whom [i si^^nal from their header, a nootumal 
appeal to their o.(>comp]ipe«;, puftices to rally at a minute's notice. 

They bad been calied forth, durins^ the preceding three days, by the 
report of tiring and by the dowufdll of a government; they formed the 
bands wliich were then setting fire to Puteaux and I^euiliy, and which 
were devastating and pillagiug the MideBoe of the Uogy and of the 
BelheolBliAi, at tbe ymy iDomeal tliat Hiia lirauly htA asnt aa aaomioai 
^daatary subsidy to tbe wmmM or ftamtked wwkmm, H wm Hwy 
who eaoked tiie Tuileries, whioh had wit^ difficulty been pa p ea e r f ed by 
the true eoMbrtmta, Hie people had remdiitely cast tibem iam their 
bosom, and many amongst them paid the penalty of their rapacity with 
thrir lives. Indignantly repulsed by the pwple of the rcvolutioii, thrv 
had pliin^od n!!^fiin, disappointed, into their genial aloughs, from which 
agitation might at any time call them forth. 

The other element, which was equally at the disposition of the terror- 
ists, and which they might lead on by deception to the attack of a new 
government, consisted not, as we have already seen, of workmen who 
Sad been M away, e&folM and diaoipliiMd wider diffemt leaden dT 
8e<Mi«t aeiioele— for theae men wm at Unit tine hotteatly and hereiedSf 
oppoeed %o all Tielenoe and disorder — ^but of thoee who belonged to tho 
bmtel, ignorant, and penrerae party of the ooaBocmists, — ^that is to say, 
the destroyers, wtTagers, and barbarians of society. All the theories of 
these men were limited to the feeling of thc'r snfferings, and to tho dc?ire 
of transforn-iing them into enjoyments by the invasion of propf rty, in- 
dustry, land, capital, and commerce, and by the distribution of their 
spoil?, as the legitimate conquest of a starving republic over a deposed 
bourgeoisie, without concerning themselves with the future amendment^ 
by legislation, of such organised ruin. 

These two elements, the one criminal, the otinr Uind, ittited naturally 
and without premeditatioii, under tiie direefian of aome actiTe leadaaa. 
A rtnxnarity of thought, though from dtftnent instzneta, taJfied tiiento 
the same headlong desire of overthrowing, inike pfrovisiond gowvmoi^ 
the barrier which had just been erected against their esiceflBea, or of 
forcing it to become the docile instrument of their tyranny. They col- 
lected a third olomfnt of number and violenoe from among the indigent 
classes of th'^ p' Oiirn ts riTid the suburbs of Paris, who had flocked in 
during the evening at the sound of cannon, and assembled in eountleaa 
masses by toreh-light on the vast square of the Bastille, that Mount 
Atentine of revolutions, into which converge the great atreets emerging 
fiwi ifi <aift thoroughfareB of Faria. Upon this square, until mi^iight, 
g^y^d groups wem kept in a state of tiie vtmost oaoiteBient hy Iheir ew» 
MttiAet««nd oeefllationa and liy Qie moBtmm wiih^.iaBiie from W9it 
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immcn» hMrn^i m, augMiting toafold tibir stri^^«ltt*WMM 
ling «Ba inoDoaae the force of the winds. Thete 9HMi{>t nt( 

animated by any maleyolent intention towards society ; on the c<»tMQ9# 

they had come down armed to defend the hearths of the citizens of Paris 
against the return of the troops, wiiOy i/bBj tohi; menAOQfL thtttpitil 
with the vengeance of the king. 

These cluhbists agitated for the postponement of the elections and the 
settlement of what they termed their ''gricvancc!s," as they feared that 
the establij^ment of a strong regular government would of couijiti dis- 

fortfaeTonofilt in VMtity property, OBte, ikteSf aad hAf^ buath* 
They yhAoA for a retam of m old «0Bes of ITSt, iumimk^ oqoJ&b^ 

tions, iuad proscription, with commiiiiity of goods to boot. Thaax fint 
plot found vent on the 16th dt i^ril. It is thu« dMWribed in th» 
Histoinj of the Revoluthn : — (we may state first, by way of explanation, 
that most of the re^til u; troops were absent from Paiia, and that the 
government was compelled to confide the defence of tbe dity to ^jdoeral 
Changarnier, in command of the national guard alone) — 

A column of abuuL twculy-live or thirty thousand heads, led by the 
most furious elubbists, and by some socialist chiefs, had ju^t isaiied forth 
by th« Bmt Boyil nd dbiM -wnA, ft wamm osAxmrn. of national 
guiMi, iHMmL genend Oooriak had tern up ia Valtlo aisty uate tiie 
walls of tiio Lcmvfe. TW luid not proceeded to blows, bat tho mooting 
huL boe& o oonftised tumiutaouB one ; bootUo kdoi, ok&m^ a«d goitsKO 
had been exchangod. It was as it woro two armies marching upon the 
same line in silence, and for the purpose of mutual observation. Already 
th ? first groups of this column of the Champ de Mars, preceded by flags 
and men wearin-^ red caps, began to emerge slowly from the quay upon 
the Place de Greve. At this moment a forest of bayonets glistened 
on tiie other side of the Seine at the extremity of the bridge of Saiut 
Michel. This was a body ol thirty or forty thousand national guards of 
1^ kit bank of the riw, ninuiig ot loU speod it the call of Xmat- 
tiao and ICamat. TlwbiMrflhof ^obridgowiaiioioufibmttooUav' 
Ifceoa to poas £poely . They rusbod la « ooaifaet eoluma into ibo equaso 
to the ociea of ^ Tbo Bepiiblic for ever !*' < < The Government foe em!" 
They bio e h o d uplhe^fiay agaisst twenty or thuty thousand insurgents. 
These remained immovable, undecided, and in consternation, at the 
angle of the Place de Grc^vc, being unable cither to advauce, retire, or 
receive in their rear their reinforcements from the Champ de Mais, iuter- 
eepted by the legions under arms from the Champs £iy&e'es to the ex- 
treonity of the (juay Lepelletier. The legions of the left Lauk dit\\ up 
in order of battle on the square. The legions of the precincts, of liclle- 
vllk, Bercy, the faubourg of tlw Temple, \ka faubourg Saint Antoin^a, 
gsi mBEL 4bo itraetB on tiio right bank, ansi«d nttbo aaiao nonent by all 
liw qttays, asid all fftbo oullota of <dlio gnoat arteviaa of Paria» at their very 
vitBaMit apood^ aiii cries of enthusiasm. Tbeio legioaa iamidated with 
taniitBef bayonets ftU tbe stroote aod aqoam fioom tbe A^^enal to the 
IiQpefre, In three hours Paris was in arms and on fo;)t. Not only was 
victory impna^^ible to the conspirators, but even for them to attack was 
folly. Laiuartiue thanked general Chan'^arnier, who&e seivices were 
b«acef(vtb unneceasary. He entreated him to go and iniiiim hid wili^ of 
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the iTiumph of the good citizeaa, and the re-efitablishment of the public 
armed force, hitherto a problem, but now brought to a state of cer- 
tamty. 

Ctaml Dofimrwis mhoimkuk Ia Iko Mvuiiifl^ ia (lie midst of ^ 
U billiliouiof ibofinip ffwM vhoAlia had lm>aglxt up. Xwo hmM 
Unia posted in an imposing silence, as if it vas auffioiant ibr Hie 
■Olfafitf giudi to show their two hundred thousand bayoooti to the 

m to confound every thought of conspiracy and anarchy ! 

Lamartiney until four o'clock, the only member of government present 
with Marrast, received the deputations of all these corps, and harangued 
them, sometimes from the windows, sometimes in the courts, and on the 
steps of the staircases. The twenty thousand insurgents of the Champ 
de Mars, after experiencing much obstruction at the extremity of the 
quays, defiled sorrowfully m the jnidat of the hootingB of the people, 
Iwtwowi the mJa of tho wationnl gpwda as they weiitia|^Pettd«joo&ii 
to hide thenaoLfoa «t tiittr diiba. 

Two hundred thousand bayonets afterwards passed in review before the 
Hdtel de Yille, with criee of long Uyo Lamertiaor' ^^Downwitii 
the Communists ! 

All fears for the safety of the country were now at an end. The 
people had shown their iirm determination not to allow themselves to 
be ridden over by jacobins and terrorists, and that they knew how to 
oombine liberty witli law, and revolution with respect for property and 
order. The general electioiis took place on Easter Sunday, the 27th of 
April, in the midst of pexfeot peaoe and haxmonir. 

On tho4th of May the lumonal aaaemhly was opened amidst great 
•iolemiiitiea. The provisional government then laid down their power. 
An act of iademni^ for all they had done was passed by the assembly, 
•nd it was luittiinottBly Toteid that they had deserved well of their 
country. An executive commission was then elected, consistixig of 
MM. Arago, Gamier-Pag^s, Marie, and Ledru-Rollin. These nomi- 
nated the ministers to the various departments of the state, and took all 
measures that were necessary for the proper transaction of the business 
of the government. Bat the troubles were not over yet. The commu- 
nists and terrorists, chagrined at their defeats and disappointments, medi- 
tated another attempt like that of the 16th of April, and wcuce instigated 
fund emoGuraged by two of the ez^memhera of the itroviaional goYenimeBt^ 
The eoaouqpiney was to display itwlf in the form of an imn^Aiygft casern* 
Uage, who were to macoh in procession to the national assembly, under 
fietence of presenting a petition in favour of Poland* Their designs 
came to the ears of the government, wlio took their measures aeoQtdlm^ 
but unfortunately their plans miscarried. 

At daybreak, on the loth of May, the generals and the minister of the 
interior were suimnoiied to the Luxembourg, the seat of govemmeiit, to 
give an account of 'the dispositions which they had made, and to concert new 
ones. 2(oUiiag was neglected which could keep the crowds at a distance 
§[fm the assembly, and protect the inyiolability of thexeptesentatives: 
OfWa dioidd it be found necessaiy to fire upon them. Tlie chief command 
WiVi bestowed on general Courtais. It was agreed that twelve ihonsaail 
mwx of the national guard should be summoned around the Palais 
th^ the^ha tt al ions of the mobile gua;i^d&ibould take th'^ 
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station, as a reserve, under the trees in the Champa Ely sties. Mobile 
guards and artillery W^,*^b^ides, posted in tlie ccurts. 

The aittiiig of the assemblY opened at noon. Lednz^BoUin and Lmmfi- 
tine wm present, as if ell aa the mhiisters. MM. AiagOi Meiie, OMmler* 
Pages, and Pagnerre had remftmed at the Lumnbom^ to protid« fift 
the contingencies of the day, in case their colleagues should be c<Hite0d 
in the Palais Bourbon. A confnsed agitation reigned in the hall, a& 
immense din arose from without. Thc^ petition in favour of Poland was 
read, and was supported by some orators, in orch r to answer whom 
Lamartine ascended the steps of the tribune. He waa then informed 
that an immense column of people, preceded by the clubs, and gather- 
ing on its passage Lhc iloaling scum of the population of a great capital, 
^as adyancing upon the assemhlr, and threatened to foree th« hndge. 
Lamartine, to avoid alarming the assembly, feigned not to wish ^ 
anaver nntil other orators htd apoken. He wanied presideiiti M* 
Buohes, in a vhisper, of the necessity of taking the measures which hia 
authority gave him over the troops wi^hia tiie compass of the palm of 
the representation. 

General OdMrtaiSj evidently snrpri^pd at the magnitude and rapiditr of 
tlie demonstration, not having battalions enough at hand, and In dread 
of a slio(?k which ho thought he could still aroid, by opening the passage 
of the bridge, and allowing the column of petitioners to pass lit fore the 
peristyle and along the quay, wavered ia hi* decision, and sought advice 
in conformity wiQi his own thoughts. Boring this irreacdotion on the 
part of the defenders^ the colnmn, dashing aside half a hattaUon ef 
national guards on the Place de la Concorde, and forcing the small arra^r 
of mobile guards, 'who were insufficient to defend the bridge, to fall back,, 
rushed like an overflowingtorrent on the qnay in front of the peristyle,, 
engulphing itself in the line de Boutgogne, and ahonting ^* J^olandfoa- 
ever!** 

The quccstors, destitute offeree by the absence of national guards from- 
the interior, came to induce Lamartine and Ledru-ltoiim to present them- 
selves to the people and harangue thcra from the top of the palace steps. 
General Courtais was already at that point, vainly endeavoiuing to 
pontrol the tumult by voice and gestxire. 

- ' Thousands of men, in Cerent kinds of dresses, hat mostly ht rt^^^ 
iMBi excited countenances mid menaomg gestures, their movths ^Miming 

uttering incessant cries, bore with the whole ireight of a multitude ^ 
against the raiUnga, and strug^ed to shake or scale them, in ordes ' 
wlently to enter the enclosure. Lcdru-Rollin, although received witb 
Bdmc applause, could not make himsHf heard. At sight of Lamartine, 
whom the crowd knew to be minister of foreign afla^rs, and energetically 
dpposed to war, an immense clamour arose, and some voices exclaimed 
•* Death to Lamartine!'* ■ • 

* The crowd indignantly protested against such cries. They tore firom 
the railings the two insensate men who had uttered them, tramplsd tiHria 
iMer Ibot, and cried **^ol Long Utb Lamartine r AttiiemmMl 
wkeA Lamartine had procured a chair, in order to address the pecfAt^' 
miim or twenty men, who had climbed to the pohita of tiie rtttings, got 
over them, and fell at his feet in the space which separates them fromth^ 
ils^ of tho periityl« Thegatad tbe tooeim oi^enedcrioiQS^HM^ 
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the first billow of the crowd precipitated itself thn>no:h this aperture. 
<'Tt ia all over." said LLimartine; *'No] reasoa can do nu thing more! 
2souglit remauia but defence ' Well, to arms, and let ua defeud our- 
selves 

Saying iAnm irwiibe ftillbielc» iblloired hj nne d^ptilies and •dUiari, 
l» Hie gate d iSie Mcond court, wMeli wm slanted hf another r iT in- 

from the square of the peristyle. This second eoilft WM occupied by 
half a battatai of mobile guards. The soldiers appeared resfjlved to do 
their duty, Trhen nn or^ler, which was attributed to gene :\d Courtaia, 
caused thorn to sheathe bayonets. Lamaxtine, perceiving thi^ movement 
of disarming among the soldiers in the midst of the tumult| raiaed his 
arms to heaven, and cried out that all was lost. 

He rutumt^d with the group of qwestors and deputiea into the interior, 
anil awaited the resolt with eeoeteniAtbB. He etiU flattered hiaeeU^ 
DffTOTtholeeii that tiw national f^Qaida^ who were in the ether cooitiy 
nllied by bomo Mergetic commander, would prevent at leut the violation 
of lha hall of aession itself, and that the invaaioii of which he had hem 
witness on the side of the quay, would bo confined to a tmaaltnarj 
species of procession in the corridors nnd gardens ot the palace. 

Scarcelv, however, had lie resumed his place, penetrated with horror 
and grief which he could with diffieuUy prevent his features from dis- 
playing-, than the doura of the public tribune being opened or forced with 
a cia^iiiii^ noise, ou every aide of the hall, gaye passage to an invading 
body, conflistittg of Bien m waiateoala^ 8lirt% workiac blooBea, and i 
fags, who rnahed m if to aaaamlt the galleriea, hrataUj tiunatang aaide 
holh }Bff hands and feet the peaceable spectatorty women included. 
Throwing their legs over the balconies, hanging by their ttrae from titt 
OOrmceB that they might slide down on the heads of the reprosentetivcs, 
filling the whole in a moment, they poured in crow<is into the hall, with 
flags, dust, cries, and confusion, forming^ a true and atrocious image of an 
invasion of barbarians upon civilised society. Lamartine recognised the 
same subterranean class oi people, the same chiefs, the aaoie attire, the 
same visages, and the same voctferations, which bad been overwhelming 
him for the space of sixty honri ait the Hdtel do Yilloi daring Aoda^w 
theredflag. The aasemhly might helimitMlfcaniedhMk to the unhappy 
day* ci S^tomber, 1793. 

The m(^ which had taken posseaeion of the Hotel do YiMo was thus 
totally dispiiMd, and the agitation caused by the dibturbancps gradually 
calmed down. Scarcely, however, had the excitemeut ceased when neTv 
alarms were created by the intrigues and conspiracies of the Cona- 
partist faction, who cndeaTouiiMl to get another e>neufe, nnd in the con- 
fusion proclaim Louis Napoleon P.onapart© emperor, who hud a year or 
two before escaped from the forUess of Ham, and had since been residing 
in London. In consequence of this a decree was proposed hy Idmutbm 
«ttdftdMtedliy1hoa«Ma%»to^ldWMigeAMt t-^ 

^Tho oeMUsaien of the Mcctutive Mttiorttji hawkig fa viow lilUl 
III. of the law of the 13th of January, — 

Considering that Charles Louis Napoleon Bonaparte is comprehended 
in the }nvr of \S'V2, whidi esiifie from tho I^reneh teRitosy the MubaH 

of tlic Honaparte tamilv ; 

OoDsulenng that Uoiigk there haye beon» is f act, cxoe^tion» (a tbai 
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law by the vote of the national aasombly, which has admitted three 
memliurs of that family to form part of tlic assembly; yet those excep- 
tions were merijiy individual, and did not extend eitlit^i hy ii^i ox in iaet 
to other membm of the iaane funiljr; 

« OQnridering thst ¥na^ donras to liMmd tho ztpnlilioftft govenuMat 
ia poaoo and order, wUihoiit beiag ^stubed in tadi dyunlfe 
pretensions and imbitions, of a nature fo oiMfce paitiea uid ftotioiiB in 
|he state, and consequently to fomeat oi?il war, however undesignedly ; 

Considering that Charles Louis Bonaparte has twice placed himself 
in the position of a pretender, by attempting to establish amook iepubliO| 
4n virtuij of tilt' sejmtus consulium of the year XIIT ; 

" Considermg that agitations injurious to the popular republic which 
we desire to found, ami calculated to compromise the safety of institu- 
tions, and to dialuib the public peace, have already taken place in Ihu 
name of Charles Louie Kepoleon^Bona^arte ; 

^Gooiiidaring thftt these agitstionfl| whkh are symptomatio ofeulpebiU 
iiMngues, might be an obstadiB to the pidfio eetaUnhment of therepttUic^ 
if eBMnnged by nef^ligence or weikaess oa the pwt of the goTomr 
Mat ; 

Considering that the goTenunent cannot make itself responsible for the 
danger to which republican institutions, as weU as tlie public peace, 
would be exposed, if it were wanting in its first duty, by failing to 
execute an existing law, justified more than ever in unsettled timeSi by 
reasons of state, and fur seconding ihu public welfare ; 

** Declares — that ii wiU enforce, as far as concerns Louis Bonaparte, 
the law of 1832, until such time as the national assembly shall other- 
me deeide." 

The iatrigoftii of the red repnUicaiis irere etill not bsfied. Distur* 
beaeee were of daily ooeunrenoe ki Tsrious parte of the city, end every* 
tidng betokened an approaching conToIuoa. 

*<lt broke out on ^ 22nd of June at ten at night. The goyemment, 

warned of the rioting and clamo^l^ which attended the fii st steps that had 
been taken for distributing a portion of the workmen through the 
depart rnonls, assembled at the Luxembourg. Tti ihe course of the evon- 
iug nujnerou.s moba had several times assailed the palace with furious shout€ 
of * -4 hm Mane J' * A has Lamartim ! ' those two members of the govern- 
ment being considered most detei uiined on the question of the dissolution 
of (he nat^aal workshops* Titt govemm^ had ap pein t ed general Oil* 
iw'gnwi fMWTnandnr ini iihinf nf the troops and the natioaal fwids, witik 
Om view of feip<witfatii« the whole plan, and the xnuty of its execufciaA 
m a ein^ individual. Clement Thowae, »o less dkioterested than bnave, 
readily conconed im this uoity^ reset vieg to hneself only the Jwnonr of 
obedience, abnegation, and danger. 

Ihe night was tranquil ; it was spent in arrangements for the attack and 
defence. Neither the socialists nor the ami- republican party joined in the 
insurrection, either through the agency of their leaders or their principal 
partisans. These men were at the time either actually connected with the go* 
vemmeut, or lliey supported it from feeiingd of conviction and hope. £very 
thing indicated that this undocxdedt feeble movement, ineeheceait in ita 
Seineiple, had been etganiaed and paid in the heart el the nitiinal wwlt* 
alepethcnaelvan Itineapl^emwudarttpopilarniiraM^ 
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miincy of inMtomi and not «f ^Mefe, t&MMtttrerir of aurvile «itd Bot ol 
<jn] mr; Ltoiftftiiie, ty restoring concord tmoug the republicans intko | 
council, had withdrmWii m ^Mtricity from this anti^aocial cloud. The 
body existed, but the soul was wanting ; therefore it was that the moTe- j 
ment misc:irriedj thongh unfortunately at the cost of too much bloodshed. ! 
At seren o'clock on the 23! d of June, the government received inforination ' 
that mobs, forming altogether an assemblage of from eight to ten 
thousand men, had collected on the Place du Pantheon to attack 
the Luxembourg. Some battalions of the lltli legion, commanded by ' 
colonel Quinet, together irith. aianr tetlalknui of «^ Mne, were ordered to i 
disperse these mobs, M. Ango, iHio imloiownwthiifcqiiarter o€Pin% 
Memined to ivrooeed personally to the Plm dn PaAthto* Thexo be 
harangued the seditions MnMtndey who wsrered between their respeot | 
Ibr him and their fury sgsmst the goyemment At ten o'dodc the 
crowds dispersed, dragging in their train the starving masses of the 12th 
arrondissement. Amidst shouts of ' To arms they retired into the I 
districts situated on the banks of the Seine, into the faubourg St. Antoine, j 
and on the boulevards. These mobs and their seditious shouts spread j 
comm- .tiori through the faubourgs ^ the streets were soou thrunged; the | 
occupants of the nationsl workshops poured down fimi the bttrrierS| and | 
populace, excited by soato of liisir aimed lesdsrsi threw up banioadeit j 
These leadem were^ Ibr the most part» th» nen who acted as origadkn of | 
tile national workshops, and who were agents of the sedittons ciuhs* 
They wore irritated by the proposed disbandment of their corps, whose 
wages passed through their hand?, and some of thera, it was alleged, did 
not poruple to divert the ii^on( y from its destine d object, for the purpose 
of paying sedition. Fronj the barriers of Cliarenton, Bercy, F ontaineblcau, 
and Me'nilmontant, to the very heart of Paris, the capital was almost totally 
defenceless, and m the power of a few thousand men. The rappd might 
have summoned to arms two hundred thousand national gtiards, a force 
ttn times sufficient to have subdoed these seditions bands, and to bavo 
razed their fortifications to tho ground ; but, however mortifying the teCf 
it must be avowed, since it may operate as a warning in fature emergency, | 
the national guard did not respond with sufficient decision to t^e call ol i 
the government. They looked on passively at the erection of barricnf!e?, j 
in the destruction of which their own blood was afterwards profusely ' 
shed. 

•'*The government having removed from toe Luxembourg for the pur- 
pose of being near the national asaembiy and protecting it, established 
itself at once as a council and a camp^ wl& general Gayaignac in the 
apartments of the president of liio assemUy • 

The general, in ooneurrence with themembsn of &o govim«ent,ooil» 
oerted a plan of operations. He resolved to concentrate his troops (as Ml 
been determined beforehand) in the garden of the Taileries, in the Champs 
lElys^fl, on the Place de la Concorde, on the Esplanade des Invalides, and , 
round the palace of the representatives. In the Hotel dc Villo he posted j 
between fifteen and sixteen battalions under the com ni and of general 
Duvivier, maintaining free channels of communication by the quays. To 
the bnLVe general Dume&ne, whom the government had just appointed i 
eOBttttander of ^o mobOe guard* he (mve Hie command of the vast rad 
WftHM msM 6>«ondiBg fton TisAte to IMte. QtBHil 
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IiUBorickre, irith a few battaHong, was directed to ooTer all' iKa le0^ 
hsak of the S«ii«^ from Xh» OhAteau d'JSaH to the Madeleine, tak 
immense siipeifleiiM| Yiuflii idm would h«Te leqiosed a wlioW araiy for, 

its defence. 

** Meanwhile the nontiict liari commenced on the bnulevardg. Two 
detachments of intrepid volunteers of the first and second legions attacked 
two bairicadei erected on that point. Most of these braye yolunteers 
perished heroically under the first tire of the insurgents. 

Noon arriyed, and the troop3, so long held in readiness, and so long ago 
aummoiied, did not make tkeir appeaitnco. The teat of goyemiaent waa 
thronged by eitueas^ aaymy aidea-deHXODpi oad membert of the aasom-* 
bly, all requesting to see general Cayaignac, and all, on being introduced 
to him, imploring reinfmements lor defendiag the districts to which 
they belonged. The general could not grant assistance which was not 
at his dispoeal. Lamartine arid his colleagues could not but approve tl:o 
extreme prudence of the commander in thus refusing to disperse liis 
battalions, whilst, at the same time, they obaerved with regret the evident 
insufficiency of the military forces. What had become of the twenty 
thousand troops of tho line in the barracks of Paris ? Where were the 
fiflcen thousand men stationed in the garriacms adjacent to the capital ? 
Where were the twenty thousand troopa of the army of the Alp?, which 
LosMUtine had applied £>r as a reserve thirteen days preyiously ? Geaenik 
Cayaignac has since satisfactorily proved that the number of troops of the 
line in Paris was conformable with the number fixed ; but in the first 
moment of confusion, the exigencies of a conflict on such a field of battle 
a"h?orbed and, as it were, buried the battalions so completely, that whole 
regiments vanished, no one could toll -whithor. The troops encamped 
before the walls of Paris had not begun to march. The garrisons in the 
neighbourhood of the capital could not, in the space of a tew houT^, reach 
tho barriers. The circumstances of the preceding day had not appeared 
so serious in the eyes of the eommander-in-ohief as to induce him to 
fuaunoii the troops posted round Paris. Helianee had been placed on 
tfce nafeiunal guards, who, in spite of the inoessant heating of the rapp^ 
did not as usual rush from their houses in a mass, or who were imprisoned 
in their quarters hy the insurgents. In fine^ it must be oonfessed that, 
whether owing to some fatality or to reluctance, the army did not act in 
such a way as to meet the imminent and the universal danc-or — a danger 
which the numerical wcalmess of the ai-my tended to agi^ruvate. Duvi- 
yier f ommanded tho central part of Pari? at the HnttI dc Viilc. Dumesne 
and Lamorici^re, who seemed, as it were, to multiply themselves, per- 
formed prodigies of resolution and activity with the mere handful of men 
at their dasposaL By four o'clock in the afternoon Dumesnc had cleared 
fMDhd made hiaisdfmaatet of the left bank of the Seine^ and had overawed 
fSbm whole mass of laeuneetionaiy population m the qwter of the Panr 
th^on. His reports^ hourly transmitted to the government, a£E6xded 
^Yoiurahle pro^eets for the night and the succeeding day. 

**Lamorici^re, invincible, though hemmed in by two hundred thousand 
of the insurgents, occTjpied the gpaco extending from the Hue du Temple 
to the Madeleine, and from Ciicly to the Louvre, lie wa? incessautly 
galloping from one point to another, and always exposing himself to 
reeeLve the iiist ahot that might be iued. fie had two hor«(^ >ijjL4^ 
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Tinder Lim. With his face blackened by gr^npowder, the pergpiration 
triclilhig from Iiia brow, his voioe hoarse and broken by vociferating 
commaudt*, and his eye expreesiTe of the calm courage of thu soldier ia 
his nativu element, he infipired his troops with enthugiasm, aiid imparted 
coBUdtnce to the dismaye'l national guards. His reports breathed the 
intrepidity ul Lia uwu heart ; but he did not conceal the insufficiency of 
kii force, the immense numbm of the aBsailaatay tiie woloDgalioii of tl» 
barricades betveea tlie BsstiUa end the ChiteMt d'Eaa^ andfioBihe 
bamexa to tLs boulefrard. He imploted those reinforcements whiflli the 
goTcmment was incessantly summoning, both bj lelegraphie communi-p 
cations and by orderly officers. At length the ustiiMiftl guards of the 
Baiilieue began to amve by detachmrntg. By command of the generals 
they ranged themaelyes round the assembly, niingling with the national 
guards of Paris, to whom they Eet a ^ood example. On the arrival of 
the national guards from the country round Paris, the g' nernment felt 
the assurance of victory even amidst the agonies of the cuiiiiict. 

'^^Geuerajl Cavaignau seemed to be set at ease it-specting the final result 
of eventa, on perusing the last reports brought hw his aidespdeHisaa, 
The iastiifectioa ba4 bee& olbecked or repressed at all points* sa^ & toe 
faubourg du Temple, in the faubourg St Antoiae^ and the exteasm 
adjacent districts, occupied hj a dense population, previouslj torbulflot^ 
but now convulse d. The troops, who had been fighting siaee monis^ 
were worn out ; but night was to b^ag the leinfaroawwnfs BTimmoiMttf 

by the government. 

**I.amarline etnt f*)r his horses, which had been ready saddled since 
morr.int', in anticipation of the events of the day. He himself mounted 
one, and uliered the other to Pierre Bonaparte (the son of Lueieu), a 
brave young man, who inherited Lis father's republican principles. 
Dnoleroy the minister of finaneoi a aiaa. whose eow^ waa as ealai 
before the caanon's auwith aa it was kapetoinis ia the oooacil, expreased 
a wish to join them. Lanuutine waa aeeon^anied by several othsr 
friends, among whom Biay be mwtioDed a natioaal guard oi the 10th 
legion, an old soldier named Blanc, whom he found at his side la att 
perilous junctures, and the adventurous ChUteau-Renaud. They all 
ranged themselves in the first platoons of the mobile guard, and pro- 
ceeded to the Place de la Concorde and the Eue de la Paix, their num- 
bers increasing as they moved along. General Cavaiguae, with the 
maia body of the column, joined them at the entrance to the boxde- 
vardfl. The Breton representative, M. de lie veneuc, who wa^ on 
hooebackand aimed, rec^ueated kayo to join Lamartine aad his friendsL 
M* de Tr^veneiio, theaimkaaam to LaauMrtine, was a aua ^atinguiabei 
for patriotism and courage. A BumaeiHrtoim was at tihtA amaei^ 
bceakiiig over Paris. General CayaigaaOy snmuided by his sta£^ witk 
Lamartine, Duclerc, and Pierre Bonaparte, and followed by about tva 
thousand men, advanced, amidst flashes of lightning and peals of thim- 
der, mingled with the applauding shouts of the well-digpostd eitisens, 
as far as the Chateau d' ii.au. Whilst the minister of war sent for can- 
non, and formed his eelumn, wliich was consigned to gtneral Fouchcr 
(the conunauduut of i'aris), Lamartine proceeded to review the artillery 
of the nstion a l guard at the Temple. These bravo citizens, merely a 
mmi of mmp wm vrmrhimd aaudst an ejudted popuk^MXHp 



Digitized by Google 



mBDaucxioii or jmns. nt 

wavering between sedition and republicanism. The name of Ijamartine, 
his presence and kU gestures, witk difficulty restrained the impetuosity 
of this multitude. He was aummided Ij mvdSi who liaUoired Mm, 
raising ahouts, ts liur «8 ibe boulevaid. At length the eotimm was 
fapfcg^, and it mmIv^ orders to charge. 

«l4U0Ufftine and his friends rode 2)rward with the battalions of the 
mobile guard and troops of 'the line, amidBt cries of < VimtalUpubUqtie !' 
These young soldiers seemed to be inspired by the spirit of Austerlitz. 
After repeated assaults, kept up for the space of three-quarters of an 
hour, and amidst an incessant shower of balls and ballet."', decimating 
both officers and men, the barricades were carried. Lumartine felt as 
though he could have wislied for death to release him from the odioua 
responsibility of bloodshed which pressed upon him so unjustly, but yet 
so uuavuidably. Thrice he dismounted from lus horse and statioaed 
himself at the foot of one cf the hameades, where he might lurre a 
ehanoe of &l]i&g in tlie foremost rank of tbe brave combatants ; and 
tbrioe did the guards of th- assembly gather round him and draw him 
back by force. The hor?e ridden by Pierre Bonaparte was killed by hia 
aide, and the one he himself rode was wounded. Guns of the lare^est 
4salibcey sent by general Cavaignac, demolished the remaining fortihca- 
tions of the insurgents on that point. Four hundred brave men lay 
Idllod or wounded in different parts of the faubourg. LamarUuc 
returned to the Chateau d'Eau to rejoin general Cavaignac. 

** Accompanied only by Duclerc, aud u ualional guard named Lasaaut, 
who had been his compamoa the whole of that day, Lamartine passed 
the line of the advanced posts, to xeoonnoitre the dispoaitloa of the people 
<m the boulevard of the Bastule. The immense crowd, which fell back 
to make way for him as be proceeded along, still eontUiued to shout hie 
T jATTUfcy with enthusiasm, and even amidst tears. He conversed long with 
tile people, pacing slowly andpressiiTg his way through the crowd by the 
Iveast of his horse. This confidence amidst the insurgent masses pre- 
served biiu from any in an ih station of popular violence. I'he men, who, 
by their pale countenances, tht ir excited tone, and even their tears, boro 
evidence of deep emotion, told him their complaints agaiuot the national 
assemblv, and expressed their regret at seeing the rev»dution stained with 
blood. 'They dedarcd their readiness to obw" him (LasMtftine), whom 
they had known as Iheir ecwuadlofr and IrieBd, and not as their flatterer, 
amidst the misery they had suffered, and tiie destitution of their wives 
and ohUdien. ' We axe not bad citizens, Lamartine,' they exclaimed ; 
'wen Botasaaawu; we ens act ftetioua agitators! We are unfor- 
tBBstemen, boaeatWQikmen, andwe only want the government to help us 
in our misery, and to provide us with work ! Govern ns yourself! Save 
ua ! Command us ! We love you ! We know you i We will prevail Ott 
our companions to lay down their arms!' 

** Whilst giving uLleiance t > these and similar exclamations, the men, 
who were worn oat by four months of privation and es^citement, tCHiehed 
the clothes aud the hands of Lamartine. A party of the crowd m ta 
the stalis of some aower-daalexSy and^ asiiing the iAWsrs, smwed Mil 
over hm honw'e mane^ It yrm only at iirtsr?ils that the stai s tet flgam 
^aooMmtorwaeebifln^edflpUUU^aloa^ <^<i uttering 

Ibew-cry, which was^ hiwiifBg^ s p eed i l y drnrnd aaudsft siNnsfes cf 
^ Vw9 Lamriim t 
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<<Baoh was the disposftion of tlie people in districts wliu^ hsA. ihatni^t 
been well nigh thrown into a state of complete inaiuiection, muaj 
through the want of a suffioieiit number of troops to owixpy those pirtt 

of tlie cnpital. 

*' Lamartine, without having been either attacked or insulted, returned 
to rejoin general Cavaignac on the boulevard. He described to the 
general the condition and the feeling of the people, and they arranged 
together the orders requisite to be despatched to the troops out of TarLs, to 
summon them to maruh without delay on the dIfEtont roads adjacent to 
the capital. Lamartine left the general at the Porte Saint lurtitti to 
aiaka amsgementa for its detoce^ and he proceeded to oommunicate to 
the war department and the council the orders thc^y ha4 conjoinUy deter* 
mined. 

Kight had now set in, and the firing had everywhere ceased. During 
Lamartine's absence, his colleague?,* A ra go, Gamier- Page?, Marie, and 
Pagnorre, had visited the Mairies, and animated the nation <il g^nards hy 
their example and their exhortations. Ledru-Rollin remained at the pre- 
Kideiic} , to despatch urgent orders, and to watch any danger to which 
the assembly might be exposed. 

« At midnight the regiments nearest to the eaplfa!, and the national 
guards of tiie adjacent towns, entered Paris in amass, marching through, 
all the barriers. Victory might still he tardy, yet it was now certain. 

But the confidence which was restored in the SsLnd of the government 
was not rc?tored in the national assembly. A pn^pkaous party resolved 
to proKt by tlii^i c risis to overthrow the executive commission, whieh «fin 
continued to be regarded with unfounded distrust. Next morning, at 
eight o'clock, a certain number of representatives forced open the door 
of the council- room, and requested the members of the government to 
tender their resignation. It had lon» been the unanimous wish of those 
individuale to retiie ftmn a situation lU wMch fioelingf of devotedbeft to 
the pubHo weUhre had caused them to continue, Tery nnieh to their bws 
discomfort, and against their own Interest. Nevertheless, they deter- 
mined not to resign amidst a storm, or to retire from the field like 
cowards deserting durinrr the })attlf'. Lnmartinr, Gnmier-Plig^ and 
Pagnerre, eneri^etically protested against such a proceeding. 

** *Let the assembly ii> miss ns, and appoint other men io fill our 
phices,* said they. * We will obey, as good citizens ought to do. The 
dismissal will be an order. JBut our voluntary retirement at such a 
moment as the jpresent wmild ho a disgrace V 

^ At ten &elodkf the assembly, in a peromneot flitting, oottfemdthe 
irhde tiy^ authority on general Oavaignac, wliom only on the preoediBg 
day the civil authority itself had inyested with full militaty poirttC 
Lamartine, on the part of his colleagues and himself| wrote the «miHi^ 
letter to the assembly : — 

*♦ • Citizen representatives,^ — > 

The commission of the executive authority would have been wanting 
alf (mce in duty and honour, had it retired in the face of sedition and 
public danger. It retires only in obedience to the vote of the assembly. 
5*"***^ ^* anthori^ wffll ivhich you inrcBted it, the commis- 

sion retuntt intot^ raidts of Hke national assembly, there to midlB 
youm efforts toaTflittto oommoii dtti«ri and pfomoto tiie welliut of 
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CEAPIEE Vm. 

ELECTION OF LOUia NAPOLEON TO XUii PiiLSiDLN 01'— WEAKNESS 
AND DIVISIONS IN THE A88EBIBLT—CO0P D'ETAT OF THB Sits 
OF DEC£MBEB» 1851— THE ** DIABBHCEA OF DECBBES**— THE NEW 
OONSTITaTI0N-->THE FEAST OF EAOLW— CONOLUSIOK. 

Thb assembly was occupied for the next few montlis in settling tlia jform 
of the constitution, and after much delay and difficulty, succeded in 
fEuning 0X18 much upon tlis model of that of Ammettf tha ezecutiro 
power to be lodged in the hsBds of a pxeeident elected hy imireml 
snffirage for four years, with almost soyereiga powers, including of 
course, that of appointing the cabinet ministcreu Louis Napolecm was 
elected by nearly six millions of yotes, while his competitony Caraignac, 
Lamartino, and others, who had rendered incalculable service to the 
republic and to France, could not boast over a few thousands at the most. 
There never was a more convincing proof of the total want of political 
education amongst the masses of the people in Franco. Here was a man 
of whom the nation knew nothing beyond hia name and birth — who had 
never set a foot upon French bull since his boyhood, except twice, and 
then only aa a defeated and conYicted oonspirato^— whose oareer abroad 
was well known to be that of aa abandonied profligate, the nightly com* 
psnion of dissolute gamblera, — placed in one day at toe h^ of a great 
empire. 8o little competent were many of the peasantry in the depart- 
ments to exercise the right of voting which the constitution placed in 
their hands, that great numbers of them bolievGd the man of their 
choice to be Napoleon the Great, who had bathed his enemies, and onco 
more reg-ained the soil of France ! So that the astuuiiding faet ia 
now placed upon the records of history, that a nation boasimg lUelf 
the greatest and most civilized in the world, which had just created 
itself into a democratic and social republic, and Lad adopted as its motto, 
Zi^U, EgaliU, Fratemite, had without hesitation placed oyer it at one 
stnAs an unprincipled adyentuxer, of whom they haew nothing^ and of 
irhManotone paiticleof goodeyerwaaorooiild be said. jUl this was owing 
to hiB jiame, to the ^clai he had gained by his attempts at Strasbourg and 
Boulogne, lus long impnsonment by Louis Philippe, and more than all, 
to the encouragement giyen by the latter to Napoleonic ideas, by the 
pompous interment of the emperor's remains in tlie Invalides, and by the 
frequent allusions to imperial renniniscences made by his sons, in the hope 
of gaining popularity amongst the army, llowcver, the deed was now 
done, which was destined to be tlie ruin of Fmnce, and place another blot 
on the page of her history. Contrast all this with the conduct of the Ameri- 
cans after the war of independence, and much as we may differ with ihosQ 
who find in the Bible a complete mamialof politioa and legislMWi we 
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cumot Mp Ibeling todUy stnidc wifh the tratli of tiie wenkiamaA 
littered by flie ineiilred writer — Eighteouaiiea ezalteth a nation." 
Amongst austere puritsne, who left their homes and settled in the wM 
forests of the west for congcioncc* sake, the rcligiotia sentiment was ever 

uppermost. They Bonglit the prcsidentof their republic in the retirement 
of his home, gurroundrd by a virtuous and amiable family, digniiiedby a 
long life of wisdom, piuly, aud rectitude, covered with military glory, and 
renowned ior hia statesmanlike talents. The French found theirs in 
gambling ''hells," immersed in profligacy^ and in cumpaniuiij^ip wilu 
the yileet and most degraded. 

On the 20dtof Deoember, 18i8, Lods Na^eleon Bonaparte alood 
before the nine hundred representatiyes of the French nation, and with 
outstretched arm, aoleninlir and deliberately took the following oath : — 
In the presence of God, and before the French people repuMBtedby 
ihe national assembly, I swear to remain faithful to the democratic re- 
public, one, and indivisible^ and to fulfil all the duties which the ooi^ 
ftitution imposes on me/* 

The citizen pritaident added, with his arm still raised| Ve beseech 
God and men to wilnets the oath." He also said, 

*^ The suffrages of the nation, and the oath I came to take, will com- 
mand my firtiue. My duty ia fixed, I shall Ailfil it aa n man ef 
bonoinr." 

<<I ahall only see enendeB of the oonntry in dU iho§t uik$ aHmpi l» 
f^km^^ide^tdmodeiy what France has ^tablished." 

Between you and m^, citizen reprcsentatlYeai llieie can he no dis> 

aeneions; our will, our desires are the same/* 

Tn addition to this oath, the President Tolunteered the foliowiag 
address, meaning nothing : — 

**The majority which I have obtained not only fills me with grati- 
tude, but ako gives to the new |;oyemment the moral force without 
whach. tiiete is no authority. With peaoe and order our oountry can 
fftiae itaelf again, can Iwal its wounds, bring back those men who h«ve 
been kd astray, and calm their paaslona. 

Animated by this spirit of conciliation, I shall call around mc 
honourable men, capable and devoted to their country, assured that, 
maiitrro the diversities of polical origin, they will agree in em\ilating 
your endeavours for the fulfilment of the constitution, the perfectiDg of 
the laws, and the glory of the republic. 

** We have, citizen representatives, a great misaon to fulfil — it i?, to 
found a republic in the interest of all, and a governiiiciii ju^^i and hrm, 
which shall be animated by a ainoeie loye of progress, without beiag 
eitiher reactionary or Utopian, Let us be men of our country, not men 
of party, and by the help of God we shall be able al least to do ■ome 
good, if we arc not able to do great things/' 

His first step after his election was to appoint Odillon Barrot prime 
minister, judging that his selection of a man of known devotion to the 
popular cause would inspire confidence amonget the rcpnhdicans. Hia 
r.ext was to commence intirigues inx the advancement gi lus own in- 
terests. 

Hie began by the subjugation of Eome. The iu>mana had risen in 
1S48, imasediataiy after the g^mmhiwrolutioiii and had overthrovn theif 
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wvetoliied attdriaiBeGile govemment, and estaUiilMd a lepmblie, All 

proceedings -^ere characterised by moderation, earnestness, and patriot- 
ism. They had done no more than France had done, and had done it 
with far greater cause. They thought, and with reason, that far from 
anticipating violence, or opposition, they might lot k to the latter, as to a 
sister republic, for sympathy and support. Louis Napoleon was of a 
different opinion. It suited his views at that period to conciliate the 
clergy, and h» detennined he would throw tfaem a sop hj mnslating the 
pope and oudinals, teim and despotism, at Bonne. We need not re- 
hearse the particula; s of I2ie siege. They are fredii in the minds of our 
readers. After a defence sustained hy undisciplined volmileeny hehind 
dilapidated fortifications, f r n whole month, s gainst a large army of the 
finest troops in the world — after frightful slaughter, and shaniefnl de- 
Btruction of public huildings and antique remain?, the Jfrcnch entered 
Rome, and the holy fother resumed the n^oYcrniurai of "his children." 
TJaioitanatcly, however, the aimy has had Lo rcmam Uiere ever since to 
keep them in subjecticn. 

Hie prirate aflain now demanded the attention of the president He 
bad not earned on his debaiiolieries and eztjayaganoies without mon^. 
!nbe money ires obtained from Jews and bill brokers, and they of course 
were anxious to be paid. He was thus heavily inTolved in debt, and his 
embarrassments were every day increasing, as he carried his old habits 
with him into his new position. At the present moment his time is 
divided between the transaction of business with his ministers, re- 
viewing the troops, toying with his mistresses, or enjoying the pleasures 
of the t;iblc. His salary was fixed by the Xational Assembly at £24,000 
|>er annum, — amply si^cient, one would think, for the wants of the 
president of a republic; and it was expressly proTided that this was to 
eoTer the eoqsense of public reoeptions. His debts began to press heavily 
upon him, however, and he was soon after driven to apply to the assem- 
bly for an additional sum of £24,009, to cover the incidental expenses of 
his office, leaving the othfr £2 1,000 for his private ii^e. It was granted 
him. While we are upon this subject, we had better go a step in advance 
and dismiss it altogether. In June, 1850, the ministry sought to have 
his salary increased to £114,000 sterling per ar.num. This extraordinary 
proposal was instantly negatived, but an extraordinary credit of 2,160,000 
francs was voted him for that year only. He was not yet satisfted. He 
applied in January, 1851, for a grant of 1,800,000 £ruics as/rsM i9 1^- 
prennMion, This was refused vsj a majority of 120. 

He now took tours through the provinees, seeking popularity amongst 
fhe country people by eaUing up reminiscences of the empire, and pour* 
ing forth assurances of moderation and devotion to the republic. The 
demonstrations made to greet him on his way were, however, complete 
failures in a Napoleonic point of view, lie next tried to tamper "ivith the 
army by continually heaping praises upon it, reminding it of its achi*ve- 
xnents under his uncle, and by frequently holding reviews, al which each 
soldier was regaled with champagne and cold fowl, at the president^a 
e:q»ense. He made frequent offen to genersl Changamier, of hiibes la 
TBiUE or money, if he would attach himself to his interests. We need 
haxdty ssy these proposals were indigntntly rejected. The oonsequoEioe 
ina^ ^ genml and his Heutenaot were dismissed from their offiose. 
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jfffff|#^ wiikml m Unrtnm oyer the heads of tibci bourgeoiakt 

tavake then <£iig to the aimy and its chittf, as the Bafe|uardfl of 
looiety. The republican regiments were one !>}' one despatched from 
Paris, and Buonapartist ones draughted into ity whiid the national guard 
was studiously discouraged. 

In the meantime, the national assembly, unaecnscomed to legislation 
and freedom of discu^ion, had disgraced itbeif hy its violences and 
divisions. It was split up into semah factions, each regardless of the 
interests of the countiTi and intent only on grasping as much pow«r 
and isfluenoe as it could, and eaeh in the bands of a few leading men, 
who guided and controlled it for theur own purposes. A united and 
patriotic legislative body is inyincible. TTitness the Knglish parliament 
in 1640, and the Tiers Etat in 1789. They fell only wncn they became 
untrue to themselves, and imfuithful to their mission. So, had the 
national assembly heen wise, it might have defied the machinations of 
Louis jNapoleoD. As it was, it fdl an easy prey to them, and even 
paved the way for his usuipation. It brought itseli into discredit with 
tiie people by its abolition of universal su&age, and by its persecution of 
tiie press, and disgusted every one by iti wrangling, want of decision, and 
hosUlity to the lepublic, which had created it And thus three yeaia 
passed away. 

In 1849, on his tour through the provinces, Lonis Napoleon was enter- 
tained at Ham, where he had been a prisoner for six yean. He^ then 

and there, spoke as follows: — 

tt 2how, that i am the choice of all France, because the legitimate chief 
of this great nation, I cannot glory in a captivity v. liich had for its cause 
an attack against a regular government. JF/ien we see uhat evils J'uUqw \ 
even the most Just revolutions , I can searuty comprehend the aitdaciti/ of 
having wiehedto take cm myself the terHMe responeifnHty of ijfccting # 
cheu^e. I do not, therefore, complain of having expiated in tibis place» 
by an imprisonment of sijc years, my rashneee agamet ih$ lawe of mg , 
eauntrg; and it is with happiness that, in the very place of my sufferiDf. 
I propose to you a toast in honour of — * the mcp " 7 * are determined, m 
^ite of their conviciioui, to respect the institutions of their couutrt/.' " 

On the 13th of November, 1851, he wrote to the national assembly, I 
that **he considered as great criminals thoiewho, by personal ambition, 1 
compromised the small amount of stability secured by the constitution; 
that such was his profound conviction, which had never been shiken; 
that the invariable rule of his political life would be, under all circnia* 
stances, to do his duty, and nothing but his duty ; that every one, 
except himself, was at liberty to seek to hasten the revision of the to- 
damental law; that if the constitution contained defects and dangeni | 
the assembly was competent to expose them to the erea of the counttr ; i 
but that he alone, bound by his oath, restramed himself within the 
strict limits traced by that act ; that whatever the ftitTire solution of J 
affairs was to be, it was essential to proWde against it, s i that passion, ' 
surprise, and violence should never decide the fate of a great nation; J 
that the first duty of authorities was to inspire the people with venera- 
tion for the law, by never deviating from it themselves; and that bil 
anxiety was not, he assured the assembly, to know who would govern 
Jb'iance in 1852, bat to employ the time at his disposal so that the ttaa* 



Digitized by Goo^e 



Bitio% whateyer it might b«, akcfoH be efuctcd without agitation or di*- 
turbance : for, said he, *' tho noblest object, and that moBt worthy of an 
exalted mind, is not to seek, whon in power, how to perpetuate it, but 
to labour inceasantly to fortify, for thebeneHtof all, tnose principles of 
authority and muraiity which defy the paMions oi mankind^ and the 
inatabilitv of its laws." 

At this very time he was raeditatinp^ the coup d'etat^ which, being ia- 
terpreted, meana ** perjury in the hitju'dt degree, murder in the dir'st 
degree," pillage, eonflaoation, proscription, the overthrow of the ooofltitiip 
U01I9 destiuotion of liberlfi and the establiabmeot of militaiy deapotitm. 

At the laat meeting of me asaemblyy the aubjeet under diacussioa was 
the bill for defining the responsibility of the president* The moat 
tremendouB confiuion pieYdiled. A restoratioa of the monarchy wad 
openly moved and seconded. Amendments proposed by M. Berryer 
and others, attaching the penalty of high treason to the violation of the 
constitution by tliu presiflcnt, were lejeited, amidst the fiercest recrimina- 
tion, and the siUiug was suspended amidst the greatest excitement. 

When the members awuke on the morning of the 2ad of December, they 
found the following proclamationa on tho walls ; — 

PB.0CLAMA.T10N. 

^' In the name of the French people, the president of the republic de- 
crees : — 

•* Art 1. The national assembly ia diasolved. 

*^ Art. 2. Universal auffinge is re-eatablidied. The law of the dlst of 

Hay is abrogated. 

Art. 3. The French people is convoked in its electoral ooUegea fiom 
the 14th of December to the lilst of December following. 

Art. 4. The atate of aiege ift decreed throughout the &rat military 
division. 

•* Art. -5 The council of atate is dissolved. 
Art. 6. The minister of the intedor ia charged with the execution of 
the present decree. 

(Signed) Louis Napoleon Bonapaetk. 

» Db Hobmt» the Miniater of the Interior. 
Palace of the Elysee» Dec. 2/' 



" APFSAL TO THB PEOPLE. 

Frenchmen, — ^The present situation cannot last muoh longer. Each 
day the situation of the country becomes worse. The assembly, which 
ought to be the firmest supporter of order, has become a theatre of plots. 
The patriotism of three hundred of its members could not arrest its fatal 
tendencies. In place of making laws for the general interest of the people, 
it was furging arma for civil war. It attacked the power I hold directh* 
from the people , it encouia^ed every evil passiun ; it endangered the 
repose of France. I have di^lved it, and I make the whole people 
j ud^d between me and it. The eonstittttion, as you know^ had been made 
with the object of weakening beforehand this poweia you intrusted to me. 
Six Liillions of Totes are a striking protest against ity and yet I have 
faithfully observed it. Provocation^^ calumniesi outrageSi found me 
passive. But now that the fundamental part is no longer respected by 
those who incessantly invoke it, and the men who have luready destroyed 
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two monarchies wish to tie up my hands, in order to overthroNv the repub- 
lic, my duty is to baffle their perfidious projects, to uiaintam the repuolif^ 
and to ?rivc tlie country, by appealing to the solenm jud^meiltaof theoul]^ 
eoTereigu I recogniso in France — the people. 

** I, then, make a loyal appeal to the entire natiou ; and I say to you, if 
you wish to continue this slate of disquietude and malaise that degrade* 
you and endangers the future-Hdiooie another pers<Hi in my.place^ for I 
AO longer wish to a place which is powerless for good, but whiph malm 
me leeponflible for that I caimot hindiBr^ and chains me to Ihe helai 
when I sec the veuid nuhing into tiie abysi ! If, on the contrary, you 
haye still confidence in me^ ghre me the means of accomplishing the 
grand mission I hold from you. That mission consists in closing the era 
f)f revolution, in satisfying the legitimate wants of the people, and in 
protecting them against subYorsive passions. It consists, especially, to 
create institutions which survive men. and which are the foundation on 
which something durahlc ia ba^ed. Persuaded that the instability of 
power, that the prepunderanoe of a single assembly, are the permanent 
caosee cf trooUe and discord, I submit to jwa suffinuna the&ndamental 
bases of a oonstitation which the assemblies will develop hereafter. 

(Signed) ^^Lovis.NAFOLBOir Bokaparts. 

Palace of the Myn^t Pec. 2." 



*'TTrE PR"EPFCT OF POLICE TO THE INHABITANTS OF PARTS. 

I'arisiaiis,— The president of the republic, by a courageous initiative, 
has baffled the machinations of parties and put an end to the anguish of 
the country. It is in the name of the people, in its interest, and for the 
maintenance of the press, that the event is accomplished. 

It id to the judguieut of tlie people that Louis Napoleon Bonaparte 
submits his conduct. 

The greatness of the aet makes you understand with what imposing 
and solemn silence the iiwe eieroise of the popular sovereignty onait to 
be manifested. To-day, as yesterday, let order be ovr watefaword ; let 
all good eitiaens, animated as I am by the love of the oonnt^y aid me in 
my unalterable resolution . 

*' TlaYo contidence in him whom six million of votes have raised to the 
first dignity of the country. When he summons the entire people to 
express their will, the factious alone M ould place obstacles in the way. 
Any attempt at disorder shall be promptly and inflexibly repressed. « 

** De Maupaa, Prefect of P»ilice. 

"Dec. 2, 1851/* 



<^ PR0CLAMA.TI0N OF THE VBMIDBNT OF TUB BBPVBLIO TO TBB ASlCf . 

" Soldittni 2 — ^Be proud of your mission ; you will save the country. I 

rely upon you not to yiolate the laws, but to command mpect for the 
&rst law of the country — ^national sovereignty — of whioh I am the legiti- 
mate repreacTitative. 

** You long suffered, like me, from the obstacles that prevented me 
doing you all the good I intended, and opposed the demonstrations of 
Tour sympathy in my favour. These obstacles are removed. The assem- 
bly sought to impair the authority which I derive from the entire nation , 

has ceased to exist! 
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. I adw a hml sppBaicto-tJM people a&d iha amy, and I teU tiiem^ 
either giva ma tha umm of ioming your prosperity, or dhoose anothttr 

in my place. 

''la 1830, as well as ia 1848| ^ou were treated as a yanquislied army. 
After having branded your heroical disinterestedness, they disdained to 
consult your sympathies and cashes, and nevertheless you are the elite of 
the nation. To day, at this soleniii momenti I wii^ the voice of the 
army to be heard. 

Vote, then, freely as citizens; but, as soldiers, do not forget tbnt 
passive obedience to the orders of the chief of the government is the 
rigorous duty of tha army, from tha goaenl down to the soldier. It is 
f» me, who am lesponsiMa Unr my actions hefore tha people and 
posterity, to adf^t the measures most conducive to the public weuare. 

As fi>r you, maintain entire the rules of discipline and honour. By 
your imposing attitude assist the country in manifesting its will with 
calmness and reflection. Be ready to repress aU attempt against the 
iree exercise of the sovereignty of the people. 
. " Soldiers! I do not speak to you of the recollections attached to my 
name. They are engraved on your hearts. We are united by indisso- 
luble ties. Your history is mine. There is between us in the past a 
community of glory and misfortunes. There shall be in 4he future a 
oommunity of sentiments and vssolutim iot the repose and grandeur 
ofFranoe! 

(Signed) Loum NapoLaon BoNAFABTB. 

. Pakoe of the filysee, Dec. 2." 

On going to the assembly, ther Ibund the doors guarded by soldiery, 
and were repulsed at the point oi the bayonet. They then learnt for tne " 
&rst time, that during the night generals Cavaignac, Lamoriciere, Chan- 
gamier, Bedeau, M. Thiers, and a great number of representatives had 
been arrested during the night, and sent off to Vincennes ; and that, in 
short the coup d'etat had been aecomplished. In may be well to relate, 
in the words of ooa of prince Louis^ own adherents, how this was done:— ' 
Tha aitoalioii was intoleraUai and it was necessary to come to some 
termination. A great number of oonservatiye members, when departing 
for their departments at tha recess, on taldng leave of the president ox 
the repuhliOi conjured him to dissolTe the assembly before their return. 
At the same period the party known by the name of the ' fusion' caused 
overtures to be made to the president, either to aid him in saving society, 
or to unite with him in endeavouring to preserve order, if it became 
indispensable to effect a coup d'etat. A few days before the return of the 
assembly, certain representatives of the red and socialist party sent 
propositions to the president to lean on them, and to take a ministry from 
amongst their suikB. Finallj, on the evening of Deoesiber I, a proposi- 
tioQ of co-opeiation was made to Louis Ki^oleoa in the name of the 
legitimist leaders. It is evidenti therefore^ that all parties, without 
exception, judged that the situation was no longer tmahley as all proposed 
to the president to get out of it ; only, all these parties wanted him to 
depend exclusively on them, and Louis Napoleon would not consent te 
depend on anything but France. It jvas immediately after the act of 
hostility of the qu»3tors, that the president determined to take bis 
measures for an eventuality evidently very near. Tnree mdu were his 
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confidants — IL de St Acnaud, miniater of war; H« de Mom^i represen- 
Utm of the people ; and M. de Maupas, prefect of polioeu Louk 
Napoleon ezplamed to them tho don|pi whidi he had £>rmed to conjure 
away the danger, and the three promised him their co-operation — M. de 
Morny for all political responsibility, as minister of the interior; general 
de St. Arnaud for the military operations; and M. de ^laupas" for the 
action of the police. For a fortnight, these three men fixed with the 
president all the details of this immense act, which the 18th Bnmiaire 
e ^aaned neither in difficulty, uor in cleverness, nor in grandeur; and the 
sHghtest matters connected with it were concerted and provided for with 
audi an latraoidinatyseorecyy that ereatJio noamt fduadB of the putiea 
had no suspicion ox what was going on until the anival of the final 
moment, just preoeding cazxTing the plana into opention. The aaul- 
taneity of all the meaatvea to he taken waa the first condition of sneoaeB^ 
and the j^rinoipal meaaurea were four in nnmber— -the arrest of sudi 
persons as were considered culpable or dangerous ; the publication of the 
official acts ; the occupation of the palace of the assembly ; and the 
distribution of troops on the yariotis points judged necessary. A quarter- 
past six in the morning was fixed for the hour of execution. It was 
essential tliat the plan should not become kn()^m by any one of its parts, 
but that it should strike the public mind by its ensemble. Accordrngly, 
at a quarter-past aix the aneata were effected, at half-past six the troopi> 
were at their postat and at seven the decree of diaaolution and the ptodap 
mationa left the pmeetoie of police toooyer the walls of Ptoia. At hal^ 
past six pirecisely M. de Morny took possession of the Hotel of the 
Interior, aooompauied by 250 chasseurs de Yincennes, and handed to M. 
de Thorjgny a letter, in which the president thanked him for hia good 
services, and informed him of the deeigive act on which he had resolved. 
The persons who were to be arrested were of t^-o sorts — representatives 
more or less eiigat^od in a flagrant conspiracy, and the chiefs of secret 
societies and commanders of barricades always ready to obey the orders 
of the factions. Both of these classes were narrowly watuLed and almost 
g-^ardid a vm for a fortnight before by invisible agents, and not one of 
Siese agents suspected the object of ms mission, each having receiv«^ a 
diflEeient motive for it* The number of persons to he armted amounted 
to seventy-eight, of whom eighteen were repreeantatiTeB and sixty eh^ 
of secret societies and bameades. The 800 sergem de villa and the- 
brigades of surety had been c<m»igni at the prefecture of ^Uce the night 
before at deven o'docki imder pretext of the presence m Paiia of the 
refugees from London. At half-past three in the morning the commis- 
saries of police and oflScers de paix were summoned from their own 
houses, and at four o'clock thf»y all arrived at the prefecture, and were 
placed in small groups in separate rooms, in order to avoid questions 
among themselves. At five o'clock all the commissaries were called one 
by one into the prefect's cabinet, and were there informed by him of the 
intended plan of operations, receiving at the same time precise orders as 
to hia own mode of proceeding. Tliese men promised, every onei to 
execute at every risk the ordtt^ given to him, and not one fidled in 
performing what he had promised. A great nnmhor of cania^ea, engaged 
beforehand^ were atationed on the quays, in the neighbomiood Si the 
prefectui»» in audi a manner as not to exdte attention. Hie atfeeta had 
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been combined betwci n the prefect of police ancl the minister of war, so 
as to precede, by a quarter of an hour, the arrival of the troops at their 
different posts. The arrests were to be effec ted at a qimrter-paat six, and 
the agents had ordera to be at the doors of the persons dubi^nated at five 
niinitet ptit six. Everything vas to be oanM into effect vith ft 
aarvelloiie punotoality) asd no arrest oocnpied more tban twenty 
minutes/' 

The repreeentfttiTes, finding themselyes unable to obtain admission to 
their room, adjourned in a bcdy^ to the number of 230, and assembled in 
the Maine of the 10th arron'ii«5!^ement. They were pre^^ide'l over by two 
of their vice-presidents, and attended hy their seeretaries and shorthand 
writers, and having duly constituted themselves, the articles of the 
constitution vrere read which the president had broken, and he was then 
lurmally deprived of his authority, the public officers and functionaries 
were forbidden to obey him, and die high court of justice was com-* 
■umded to meet forthwiHi for the trial of mmself and his aooompUces* 
Lnmediately alterwards soldiers entered the room, arrested them, shut 
them up hi a cold bairaefc-room all night, and drove them off in the 
conyict cellular Tans to prison the next morning. The high court of 
justice met, as directed, and proceeded with the trial, but was dispersed 
at the point of the bayonet, Barrieades were erected in various parts of 
Paris dtiPing the diy, and some resistance attempted, but the insurgents 
were overwhelmed by the enormous military force, and all those taken 
with arms in their bands were drac^ged, in batches of fifty or one 
hundred, to the Champs de Mars, aud there shot in cold blood. If a shot 
was fired from a window, the house was entered, and every one in it 
butchered; and in many places whole rows of houses, filled with 
InoffensiTe inhabitants, wno were looking on in astonishment at what 
was passing befiire them, were riddled wim ToUeys of musketry, and the 
ismaEtes massacred. The struggle was soon over, and Paris was then 
pronounced to be '*all serene.** 

Many of the departments were then pLaced under martial law, and 
every person suspected of holding opinions hostile to Louis Napoleon was 
seized, tried by a military commission, and transported to Cayenne or 
Algiers. More than 12,000 persons have been already transported in 
this way. In the midst of this reign of terror, the French people were 
assembled in their electoral coQeges,'* and it was put to the vote, *^oui 
nen," whether Louis Kapoleon Bonaparte should be president of the 
ri^ublic for ten years, frame a constitution, and do as he pleased* It 
must be remembered that in France there are nearly 250,000 state-paid 
functionaxies, and that every one of tiiese is devoted heart and soul to 
the party in power for the timp being, and that on ttiis occasion they 
made every efi )rt to secure .is many outs as possible; it must b) 
remembered, also, that at this time the press was gagged, and every OLe 
in hourly dread of being dragged from his family as a felon, merely for 
holding certain opinions; it will then excite no surpriie that the luh 
numbered upwards of seren millions, and the nms only a few hundred 
thousands. But there are two frets in connexion with these returns, to 
wl^ieh we must call tiie reado^s attention, and then leave him to draw 
his own conclusion. One is, that after deducting from the adult 
popidalion of France, the women^the sick, the insane, and the criminals, 
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it haa been shown to be almoet Impossible that 7,000,000 oonld have 
ToM tl all cithar way, efvi«i tuppoaing eyerv competoot peim wmk U 
the poll, wkk^ k 17 no mmoM mOj. The ellMr U, Jkt^ U mm 
^iitnoti m whieh ■odeliim wet declared to be meet xanipeiitt MiMil 
yrosenptkme wne aMti numemst the uSMtarj law hanheat, end the 
military massacres most ruthless, the retoims snowed that the wMe if 
the adolt male inhabitants had voted in the affirmetive ! 

Immediately aft< r the coup d'etat eame what an able writer in the 
Tinies calls *' the diarrhoea of decrees." They came pouring forth from 
the ElyBc'e in dozens, every week, upon all possible subjects, altering 
everything, and restoring everything, and upsetting everything; confis- 
cating: the property of the Orleans family, and restoring the Pantheon to 
tha J csuitd i tiirowing the schools and colleges into the hands of the priests, 
and lowering the interaat of the public debt. There was hardly anything 
with whieh the dietator did not ialerfm. Queetieiia whieh wiaoi eIN 
and Jeemed men eonld not dedde effeer yean of pataent eted^ endniie* 
tion were Vy him lettled in flye minutes, with a aingle stroke ef Mifvi. 

Then sue ceeded a period of " l^islatiye costi?«iieaa;" inovderto lestoie 
eonfidenee to the bewildered public, and at last eame the new oonstitutioD.^ 
It is, as might be expected, an ahnott eiael eopj of that promnlgatad by 
Napoleon during the empire. 

1. A responsible chief, named for ten years. 

2. Ministers dependent on the ezecutive power alone. 

3. A council of state, formed of the most distinguished men, preparing 
the laws and maintaining the discussion on them in the legislative corps. 

4. A legislatiye corps, discussing and voting the laws named b]^4aaK 
weal euflhige, without the Hrmikt i$ Kt^ whiah hSbUbm the uhjuthM, 

5. A aeoond eeiembly, fimned of all the diatisgidehed mea ef Umi 
oountry, a balancing powerigaaidian of the faadameirtaipee^ 

pnblie inteieali." 

eBonov I. 

Alt 1. Theooiiidtiitio]iieoogn!0eeyOOiifiniii,aiid goareiiteee the great 
principles proclaimed in 1789, and whioh li»cm the baiia of tiie {iUte 
rights of the French people. 

BBCnOK IT.— VOBM8 OP THB QOfYXEmmT OV TSB BBPVBUO. 

Art. 2. The government of the French republic is intrusted to Prince 
Louis Napoleon Bonaparte, actual president of the republic, for ten years. 

Art. 3. The president of the republic governs by means of thO mini- 
sters, the conncil of statOi the senate, and the legislatiye bodw. 

Art. 4. Hie legisktiye power ie ezeroised, colleetively, by tne pmliM 
of the repabHo, toe senate, and the legislative body. 

SECTION III. — OF THS FBBSIDENT OF THB REPUBLIC. 

Art. 5. The president of the republic is responsible to ^ Aeneh 
• people, to whom he has always a right to appeal. 

Art. 6. The president of the republic is chief of the state. He com- 
mands the land and sea forces, declares war, concludes treaties of peace, 
political and commercial alUancCi and makes the rules and deoroes for the 
execution of the laws. 

Art. 7. Jnatiee is rendered hi hie name. 
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Art. 8. He alone has the initiative of the iawd. 
Art 9. He haa the right to pardon. 

Aft 10. He ittMioM and pronudgiftM the Umi and tliA Smatw^ 

Alt. 11. Ha preseots the state of ajQhln of the republio every jeer i» 
die senate and legislative body by a message. 

Art. 12. He has a right to declare the state of eiege in one or several 
departmerits, on the condition of referririG: to the senate with the shortest 
delay. The cfmsequences of the state of sie^e are regulat€d by the law. 

Art. 13. The ministers depend solely on the chief of the state. Each 
is responsible only so far as tho acts of the goverument regard him. 
There is no golidai ity between them. They can only be impeached {inu 
m aeeuaatum) by the senate. 

Aft 14. The miiiiilmy membere of fiie senate, the legidatiTe body, 
and the ooniteil of etate, the offloen of the lead and aea moes, the ma* 
giitnilea^ and the public f^meUoMuriee, tafce the following oath 

I swear obedienee to the^ oonetitutaoA and fldalky to the president." 

Art. 15. A SenattM'Ocftuulte fixes the sum allowed asniudly- to the 
president of the republic for the entire duration of his functions. 

Art. 16. Should the president of the republic die before the expiration 
of his oihce {mandat), the senate convokes the nation to {»x)ceed to a new 
election. 

Art. 17. The chief of the state has a right by a secret act, deposited 
in the archives of the state, to point out to the peo|^ the name of tho 
eHiaett he wieaafimende la to hileteet of ftanoe to we ecafldpiiee af the 
people and to iti eiiffirages. 

Alt. 16. Until the ebetioi^ of the new piendent of the republic, th» 
pnaident of the senate governs with the oonemwce of the ministers in 
office, who form themeelTea into a gofemnent oowmIi and deliberate by 
a m^ority of votee. 

SECTION IV. — OF THE SBWATE. 

Art. 19. The numbers oi senators cannot exceed 150. It is hzed at 8& 
for the Erst year. 

Art. 20. The senate is composed, 1st, of the cardiuals, marshals, 
admirals; 2nd, of the citizens whom the president of the republic 
deems fit to elevate to Che dignity of senator. 

Ait»21. The eoaaters aieaot WMfyable,aad aye for lilb. 

Art 22. The functions of senator are gratoltoiia; nevertheleis Uie: 
proeident of the repubHe may accord the senators, by xeasoit of the 
services rendered and of their position as respeote foitnnei a perseoel 
dotation, which shall not exceed 30,000f. yearly. 

Art. 23. The presidont and vice-presidents of the senate are named by 
the president of the republic, and chosen amongst the senators. They are 
named for one year. The salary of the president of the senate is fixed 
by a decree. 

Art. 24. The president of the republic convokes and prorogues the 
eonto. He fixes the dmatifli of its sssrion by a decree. Thesittings 
of the esBuite eve not pttUie. 

Art. 2.5. The senate is the guardian of the fundamental pact and of 
the pnblie libertiea. Ko lair ean be published betoe being submittecl 
to it. 
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Art 26. The sexute opposes the publication — 1st, of laws whioh OMiy 
be contrary to or affsct the conatitatioii, religion, monlii the Uberlgr of 
worship, the liberty of penoas, equally of eitiiens before the laws, 

inviolability of property, and the principle of the inammnhiUt^ of the 
magistracy ; 2nd, of those who may endanger the safety of the tetritorjr* 

Art. 97. The aeuate regulates by a Senaius-Consulte : 1. The consti- 
tution of the colonies and of Algeria; 2. All that has not beon provided 
for the constitution, and which is necessary to its maintenance ; 3. The 
signification of articles of the constitution which may^ive rise to various 
interpretations. 

ArU 28. Those Semtus-Consultes shall be subaiitted to the saaction of 
the preiideot of the republic, and promulgated by him* 

Art. 29. The senate mamtains or sonuJi all the sots iriueh may he 
submitted to it as naconstitatiQiud by the gofeniamt^ or denonnoed fiom 

the same cause in petitiotis from the eitism. 
Art. 30. The senate can, in a report addressed to the president of the 

republic, fix the bases of projects of law of great national interest. 

Art, 31, It can also propose modifications to the constitution. Tf 
the proposition is adop^ by the executiTe power, it is stated so by a 

Art. 32. Nevertheless, all niodifi cations of the fundamental bases of 
the constitution shall be subinilti^d to universal suffrage, such as they 
haye been enoneiated in the proclamation of the 2ad Of December, and 
adopted by the French people. 

Art 83, In cue of the dissolntioii of the legislative corps, and till 
another convocation, the senate^ on the proposition of the piesidMit of 
tile republic, proTides by measnzes <tf urgency far sU that is neoessary for 
cairyisg cm the government. 

SR/^riON Y. — OF THE LEGISLATIVE CORPS. 

Art. 34. The Cfeution has the population for its ba'ig. 
Art. 35. There will be one deputy to the legislative corps for every 
35,000 electors. 

Art. 36. The deputies are elected by univeraai suifra^e, without the 
smttin de U$U* 
Art 87. They do not leeehpe any sdaryt 
Art 88. They are named for aix years. 

Art 39. The legisUt&fe ecrps discosses and Totes the pnjects of law 

and the imposte. 

Art. 40. Every amendment adopted bv the commission charged with 
the examination of a project of law, shall be sent, without discussion, to 
the council of state by the president of the legislative corps. If the 
amendment be not adopted by the council of state it cannot be submitted 
to the deliberation of the legislative corps. 

Art. 41. The orilinarv sitting of the legislative corps lafita three months ; 
its sittings are public, but the demand of five members is sufficient for its 
tesolviDg itself into a secret eoouniUee. 

Art. 42. The account of the proceedings of the sitting of the legislatifia 
corps given b} the journals, or any other channel of publicatioo« shall 
consist only of the reproduction of the minutes (proecs verbid) drawn Oli 
at the close of each sitting by the care of the president of the leaislatife 
corps. 
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Art. 48. The prcsiicnt and rice -presidents of the legislative corpg are 
named by the president of the republic for one year ; they are chosen 
from amongst the deputies. The salary of the president of tiie legialatiye 
corps is fixed by a decree. 

Art. 44. The ministtrs cannot be merubera of the legislative corps. 

Art. 46. The ruht of petition is exerdaed as regards the senate. No 
petition can be addresied to Hie legislative corps. 

Art. 46. The president of the republio eonyokes, adjourns, prorogneSf and 
dLssolves the legislatiye cotps. In case of dissolution, the president of 
the republio is bound to con?oke a new one within the term of six 
months* 

SECTION VX* — 09 XHS COUNCIL Of STATS, 

Art 47. The number of the oounoiUon of state in ordinary seryice is 
from forty to fifty. 
Art. 48. The councillors of state are named by the president of the 

republic, and are liable to remoyal by him. 

Art. 49. The council of state h presided over by the president of the 
republic, and in his absence by the peraon whom he indicates as yice- 
president of the council of state. 

Art. 60. The council of state is charged, under the direction of the 
president of the republic, to draw up projects oi law and regulaliuns of 
public administration, and to obyiate the difficulties that may arise in 
matters of administratioii. 

Art. 61. It niaintaiiiSi in the name of the goyemment, thedisoossion of 
the projects of law before the senate and legislatiye ooipe. The eoun* 
cillors of state charged to speak in the name of the gOYemmenti are 
appointed by the president of the republic. 

Art. 52. The salary of each councillor of state is 25,r'*0f. 

Art -53 The ministers hayo rank, light of sitting, ana a deliberative 
voice iu the council of state. 

■SCnOK TU.^OF TBB HIGH OOUBT OF lUSTXCS. 

Art. 5i, A high court of justice judges without appeal, or recourse to 
cassation, all persona who snail be sent before it as aoensed of crimes, 
attempts or plots against the president of the republic, and against the 
internal or external sa£»ty of the state. It cannot be eottTeoed but in 
Tii*tuo of a deoree of the president of the republic. 

Art. 55. A s«ia(iit^S0iiii«/^ shall detecmine the oigaaisalioii of that 
high court. 

SECTION VIII. — GENERAL AND TaANSITOIlY PROVISIONS. 

Art. 50. The provisions of the code?, rules, and regulations now exist- 
ing, which are not opposed to the present constittttioni remain in rigour 
uiLtil they be l^^ally abrogated. 

Art. 57. A law shall d-termine the municipal organisation. The 
n^ayor shall be named by the executive power, and need not be a mem- 
ber of the municipal counciL 

Ar. 6B, The present oonstitnttoii shall be in Tigour to date firom the 
day whn the great powers of the state otgaaised by it shall be con- 
stituted* The decrees fiom the prendent of the tepablioi to commence 
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with the 2ad of December to the present period, shall have ail the force 
of law. 

Doae at the Palace of the Xuileiies, the 1 4th of J anuary, 1852. 

Louis Nafolboh Bohapabts. 
Se^ and sigiMd nidi fhe Great 8m1, 
Th« Keeper of the Sews, 



It will be seen al a glance that more efficient machinery for governing 

despotically, under coyer of constitutional forms, could not be devised 
The body which the dictator appoints, and whose subserviency he can 
stimulate by working upon their cupidity, votes the civil list. Those 
who pay the taxes, have no control over it. It has already shown 
its willingness to advance its master's interests by fixing his salai j 
at 12,000,000 of irancs, a £>am just eii\ial to that which was so 
mdgingly bestowed on Louis Philippe xmder the monarchy. The legts- 
latiye oorps is nominaUy eleeted by universal soffirage, but virtually by 
the government funotionflries. £veij means which power has at its 
disposal — bribery, corruption, and intimidation — has been brou|pht into 
play to prevent the return of any candidate who did not openly avow 
himself the supporter of the president's policy. In case he refused to do 
so, the prefects in the various departments declared that he would br 
considered an enemy to order, and that all who voted for him would be 
looked upon by the police as legitimate objects for suspiciuii and surveil- 
lance. As an additional safeguard against the intrusion of interlopers 
belonging to the popular cause, every deputy is required to take an oath 
of uncouoltional fidelity to the president. 2io man of honour <ff rectitude 
of prindple could pass an ordeu like this, and none therefore presented 
themselves for aunission except creatures of Louis Napoleon. It is 
provided that no petition can be addressed to the legislative oorps, but 
every one must see how needless such a regulation is, when this unfor- 
tunate body can initiate no law. No per?on would think of statin;^ th» m 
grievances to those who have no power to remedy them. But what an 
humiliating position for an assembly professing to be a representation of 
the nation, and whose acts should be but the redex of the people's 
wishfs ! 

In short, the senate is chosen by the president, receives a salary to 
be fixed by the president, or no salary, as the presidmt pleases, votes 
in secret on laws submitted to it by me preaident, and tne amount of 
the president a ctTil liat, and Is, in short, completely dependent upon the 

president. 

There is also a council of itate^ to assist the president of the republic 
in transacting the business of the state^ somewhat our privy coimciL 
This consists of hfty members. 

The elections for the legislative corps were so conducted, that it 
is filled with none but facile instruments of the government. All the 
able, highmiuded, and gifted men of Franc e have stood aloof from the 
whole transaction, but fliey have left the natiuu at the beck of a base and 
unprincipled adventurer. 

On the 10th of May last (1852), the day on which Louis Napoleon's 
pewer was to have expired under the old constitntton, a grand miew of 
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sixty thousand troops was held in the Chaxupa do Mars, aad eagles wei 
distributed hv the president to deputations representing the yarious corps 
comprinng the army* The eoloiiele of the Tarioua legimente svore to 
uphold the constitution ; the anshbishop of Paris blessed the standards ; 
the bands played airs of the empire ; ,the troops shouted " Ttt^ PJShtt* 
pereur !* * and admiring thousands from all parts of Europe gloated upoU 
the spectacle. Many a time previously fetes aa gorgeous, held on the same 
spot under aa auspici^^ns omens, proved but the prelude to a series of 
terrible disasters. Instead of the inauguration of a new era, they but 
heralded the overthrow of another regime. Perhaps the last is the 
same. A ^land ball aad fireworks foUowed it, and the pleasure-loving 
I'^isians mronged in crowds to the scene, as it was con&denUy expeoted 
the empire would have been prodauned. But either the mm or the 
crafit of Uie usurper have as yet prevented his talking this step, which will» 
howeyer, without doubt, some day or other form the eonsummation eif 
his triumphs, fle has nothing to gain by it, but the name; his power 
can hardly be greater. 

It is useless to speculate how long the present state of things may last ; 
the future is in the hands of God, and France is the land of change. 
This much is certain, that if the approbation of the wise, and learned, 
and upright men of the nation be tlw only sure supports for any govern- 
ment to rest upon, that of Louis Xapoleon does not possess them. Chan- 
gamier, Lamorici^re, Cavaignac, Arago, Berryer, Thiers, and a host of 
others, whose names naye shed lustre on adence and literature, and renown 
upon Franoey have refused, with scorn and contempt, to take the oath 
dFall^panoe which he has required of them. If an enlightened publio 
opinion and complete liberty of discussion be the only safeguard for 
liberty, and the only antidote against discontent and sedition, assur- 
edly France is neitner free nor contented : for the press is gagged 
and the parliament silenced, and even the sacred tribunals of justice are 
not safe Irom arbitrary coercion. The men who now hold the reins 
of government are soldiers of fortune who have lost their hoaour 
ia the struggle for power, and needy hirelin^a, without principle or 
learning, whose only recommendation is their audacity towards the 
people and their semle and unscrupulpua obedisnoe to the beheeta of their 
ma^r. In the ball at the Toileries, after the Feast of Eagles, the diototor^a 
initii^ appeared on the walls with a peasant on one side imd a cninuMier on 
the other, tymboUsing his intention to lean for support iqHxn the army 
and the peasantry, — in other words, on brute force and ignorance. But if 
the hi^ton' of standing armies has taught us anything worthy our faith- 
ful remembrance, it is that soldiers are like tigers, which may for awhile 
he caressed with impunity, and may protect for a while fi'om the attacks 
of oih< rs, Init it is only that at last they may thems3lve8 devour their too 
confidiug pruy. Janissaries, or praetorian guards, or chcmeurs de ViH' 
cennes^ call tiiem by what name you will, if they are separated from the 
maeaea of the people, flattered and pampered, they will one day turn upon 
their matter, as upon a ereatore of their own msJdng, and prostrate him 
iu the duit with aa mueh wmgfroid aa they raised him. 

But, after all, we need not deepair of France. Fifty years is but a 
small thing in the life of a nation ; and fifty years are all th it have elapsed 
since she emerged from bondage, and sought to work out her own hap* 
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pinosa and salvation. True, that pericnl has been passed wandering in 
the dcicrt, in blood and groans and tears, but assuredly she will reap the 
f ruits of ht r borrowing. Every step, whatever it may seem, is a step in 
a,dvanci^, an additioa to her experience, dearly bought it may be, but 
precious arid everlasting. From this nettle danger she will pluck the 
duvvtti aiitcty. As olit: grows older, she will grow Wiaei , aud we shall 
not cease to hope that, even in the lifetime of t^^e present ^neration, she 
will be eeea oaunly repoabg in the urns of Ubeity, safe in the wiadom 
and moderation of her people, alike againat Ihe aaaauUa of anarchy^ 
and the craft and blasphemy of priests* and despots. Crod will not for 
ever suffer the heel of sucoeesliil baseness and Yiiiany to crush the neck 
of a gallant and chivalrous nation. It is the nature of the devil of 
tyranny to turn and rend the body which he leaves ; but who will affirm 
that the evils of continued possession are less terrible than the struggles 
of the tremendous exorcism ? " 

• The priests all adhere to IjOuis Napoleon. One of the hierarchy has declared i:i 
An address to lib clergy, that " God is grateful to him'* / / 
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